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E RE preſent the Reader with the firſt 
Part of my Hiſtory 4 our own Country. 
ben I had left my laborious Employment 
d at the College, and began toe enjry a little 
& 1 g 2 the College, and brgan to enjoy a litt 
Aer 21 Leiſure, I could not think myſelf wholly dij- 
| charged from the Service of the Publick. 
DPD . therefore my late Uncle, Sir John Ran- 
dolph, had purpoſed to write a Preface to our Laws, and 
therein to give an Hiſtorical Account of our Conſtitution and 
Government, but was prevented from proſecuting it to Effect, 
by his many and weighty Publick Employments, and by the 
vaſt Burthen of private Buſineſs from his Clients, I thought 
the Hiſtory of Virginia would be no mean or unacceptable Un- 
dertaking. For ſuch a Mort, well performed, muſt naturally 
be a great Satisfaction, and even Ornament, to our Country. 
Beſides which, I was farther induced by ſome other Reaſons. 
It is now an hundred and forty Years, ſince the firſt Diſco- 
very and Settlement of Virginia; and as many uſeful Papers 
and Records, relating to our Hiſtory, may probably be found 
at preſent, which will perhaps be loft hereafter, I conceived 
it high time, that ſomething material ſhould be attempted in it. 
For I need not ſay, how empty and unſatisfattory every thing, 
yet publiſhed upon the Subject, is; excepting the excellent but 
confuſed Materials, left us in Captain Smith's Hiſtory. 

I ſpeak not this with the Pride and Malevolence of an Au- 
thr, that would raiſe his own Reputation by depreciating his © 
Brother Mriters; but it is a Cenſure moſt juſtly due to thoſe, 
who have yet meddled with our Hiſtory, and which I, fer 
my own Part, owe them, for the Vexation and Diſappoint< 
ment I met with, in reading their Works. And I can far- 
ther declare with great Truth, that had any thing of Conſe- 
guence been done in cur Hiſtory, I could moſt willingly have 
ſaved"myſelf the Trouble, of conning over our old muſiy Re- 
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cords, and of fludying, connecting, and reconciling the jar- 
ring and disjointed Writings and Relations of different Men 
and different Parties. However, I was ſorry to ſee all our 
Hopes at an End by the Death of Sir John Randolph; and 
was unwilling the Deſign ſhould be entirely abandoned, and 
that our Hiſtory ſhould ſtill remain in its old Confufion and 
Uncertainty. I had alſo, by my Intimacy with that Gentle- 
man, had the Sight and Peruſal of many excellent Materials 
in his Hands; and thought, I could not handſomely be denied 
the Uſe of any thing 0 to my W either in our publick 
Offices, or the Poſſeſſion of private Gentlemen. 

I may further add, that I at preſent enjoy a perfect Lei- 


fare and Retirement, and am not burthened with any publick 


Poſt or Office. So that ſuch a Work will be a noble and ele- 
gant Entertainment for my vacant Hours, which it is not in 
my Power to employ, more to my own Satisfaction, or the 

Uſe and Benefit of my Country. | 
AS to my Helps in carrying on this Mort, beſides De Brye's 
Edition of Hariot's Treatiſe and With's Cuts and Maps, and 
beſides caſual Aſſitances ow ſuch Parts of Purchas, as 1 
could procure, from Dr. Heylen, and other things in Print, 
the inquiſitive Reader will eaſily perceive, how much of this 
Volume is founded on Captain Smith's Materials. ey are 
large and good, and of unqueſtionable Authority, for what ts 
related, whilſt he ſtaid in the Country. But they are how- 
ever, as I before obſerved, vaſtly confuſed and perplexed, and 
togk me more Labour and Pains to digeſt them, than J at firſt 
expected. The latter Part of his Hiſtory alſo, eſpecially from 
Captain Argall's Government, is liable to ſome juft Suſpicion, 
Net that I queſtion Captain Smith's Integrity; for I take 
him to have been a very honeſt Man, and a ftrenuous Lover 
of Truth. But being himſelf abſent in thoſe times upon other 
rojefts, and having an Acquaintance and Friendſhip with 
Sir Thomas Smith and Captain Argall, he ſeems chiefly to 
have depended upon them and their Friends for his Account 
of things. And particularly, his Account of Captain Argall's 
Government is expreſly 222 himſelf, aud from a Rela- 
tion of Mr. Rolte's. Beſides whi h, it is evident that his 
Mind was ſomewhat eagemd by the Neglects ſhewn him, and 
by the Reſuſal of ſome juſt Reward fer his many and great 
Services. 4 7 14 fon 12 feem 7 iuclined, A thi E . well 
of the C:mfany or their Proceedings. And ſuch Prejudices 
and Partialities do ſilently and impercepiibly fiide ints the beſt 
and honefteſt Minds; and ought therefore ts be od ig 
watched and guarded againſt by all Men, but eſpecially by 
Hiſtorians, But from whatever Cauſe it proceeded, it is cer- 
tain, that he gave @ very wrong Idea of Captain Argall avg 
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his Government, and of the Reaſons of the Diſſolution of the 
Company, in which be has been implicitely followed by all our 
ſucceeding Hiſtorians. And I would not have the Reader fur- 
priſed to find my Account of thoſe Particulars, fo very dif- 
ferent from all others, yet in Print. For I aſſure him, there 
is not one Article, ſcarce a Word, in my Relation, which is 
not Fey on the expreſs Teſtimony, and the inconteſtible 
Authority, of our Records in the Capitol, and the Company's 

ournals. 

FO R beſides theſe printed Accounts, I have had the greatefl 
and maſt conſiderable Affijtances from authentick Manuſcripts. 
Sir John Randolph's Collection 5 public Papers, and the 
Capitol Records, have been of no little Uſe to me, and will be 
ſtill F greater Service and Conſequence in the Proſecution of 
the Work. But I muſt confeſs mvſelf moſt endebted, in this 
Part of my Hiſtory, to a very full and fair Manuſcript of 
the London Company's Records, which was communicated to 
me by the late worthy Prefudent of our Council, the Honoura- 

ble William Byrd, Eſq; Neither could I well excuſe myſelf, 
Y I did not likewiſe acknowledge, with what Humanity and 
Politeneſs, that well bred Gentleman and Scholar, net only 
communicated thoſe Manuſcripts ta me, but alſo threw open his 
Library (the bejt and inet copious Callection of Broks in our 
Part of America) and was himſelf even ſtudious and follici- 
tous, a ng cut and gioe me, whatever might be uſeful to 
my Undertaking. | 

AS theſe Records are a very curizus and valuable Piece 6 
the Antiquities of our Country, I fhatl give the Reader an 
Account of them, which I rece:ued, many Years ago, in Con- 
verſation with Cal. Byrd and Sir John Randolph. I had 
then no Thoughts of writing the Hiſtery of Virginia, and 
therefore took 7. Notice, than I otherwije ſbeul have done. 
However, as am perhaps the only Perſon now living, any 
thing acquainted with their Hiſtory, it will not be improper 
to give it to the Reader, as judge it highly worthy of his 
Knowledge. 

THESE Recerds are a Fournal of the Company's Pro- 
ceedings, from Day to Day; and are written in two large 
Folio Volumes, on @ Kind of Elephant Paper, generally in a 
very fair and legible Hand. Hach Page is ſubſcribed by Ed- 
ward Collingwood, the Company's Secretary, thus ; Com. 
Collingwood, which is, as I take it, Compared, Colling- 
wood. Beſides which, there is a Teſtification at the End of 
each Volume. At the End of the firſt, under the Hands of 
Edward Waterhouſe and Edward Collingwood, Secretaries 
of the two Companies for Virginia and the Somer-Iſlands, that 
they had c:mpared that with the Original Court-Back, and 
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found it to be a true and pra Copy of the ſame, except the 


Omiſſion of one Court and Part of another. The ſecond Vo- 
lume is ſigned by the ſaid Secretary Collingwood and Thomas 
Collet, of the Middle Temple, Gentleman, teſtifying the 
fame thing, except in a few immaterial Points, where were 
wanted ſome Original Papers : 1 Volumes only contain 
the Company's Proceedings for a little above five Years, viz. 
from April 28, 1619 to June 7, 1624 ; including the whole 
Time of Sir Edwin Sandys's and the Earl of Southampton's 
Adminiſtration. However they are not a brief and ſummary 
Entry of the principal Points and Matters concluded upon, 
according to the common Methods of Courts, but give, at 
length, the __ Speeches, Reaſons, and Debates, that hap- 
pened in their Courts, during that time. And as it was a Pe- 
riod of vaſt Conteſt and Diſpute, they often recur back to 


former Times and Tranſactions, and thereby give us a clear 


Idea and Account of the chief Matters and Proceedings of the 
Company, almoſt from it's firſt Inſtitution and Foundation. 
THIS Copy was taken, by the Order, and for the Uſe, of 
the Earl of Southampton, the Company's Treaſurer at that 
time; who ſeeing, how things were going with the Company, 
had their Records thus carefully copied and compared, and au- 
thentically atteſted. Whether his Lordſhip intended to ftand 
Suit with the King for the Rights and Privileges of the Com- 
pany, or whether he did it only in Vindication of his own 
and the Company's Reputation, 1s uncerfain. However they 
were carefully preſerved in the Family ; and as the Original 
Court-Books were taken from the Company by the King and 
Privy Council, and never again reſtored to them, that I can 
find, but probably deſtroyed or loſt, this is perhaps the only 
Copy, now extant. Aſter the Death of that Earls Sen, the 
Duke f Southampton (the worthy Partner in the Miniſtry 
with the Earl of Clarendon, after the Reſtoration) which 
happened in the Year 1667, the late Col. Byrd's Father, be- 


ing then in England, purchaſed them of his Executors, for 


fixty Guineas. And thus have they been handed down, to 


clear the Honour and Uprightneſs 4 the Actions of that No- 
bleman and the Company, and to the full Conviction of King 
James's arbitrary and oppreſſive Proceedings againſt them. 

I therefore hope, my Freedom with that King's Character, 
will necd no Apology. For if more than a Century is not 
enough to un- ſolomoniſe that filly Monarch, I muſt give up 


all -my Notions of things. A King's Character, whilſt he 


lives, is, and eught to be facrea, becauſe his Authority de- 
pends upon it, But when his Authority, the Reaſon of it's 
being ſacred, determines, the Inviolableneſs of his Character 
is alſo at an End, And I take it to be the main Part 9 the 
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Duty and Office of an Hiſtorian, to paint Men and * 
in their true and lively Colours; and to do that Fuſtice to the 


X V/ices and Follies of Princes and great Men, after their 


Death, which it is not fafe or proper to do, whil/t "y are 
alive. And herein, as I judge, chiefly row the Strength and 
E xcellency of Tacitus and Suetonius. Their Stile and Man- 
ner are far inferior to Livy's, and the Writers of the Julian 
and Auguſtan Ages. But they have more than painted, and 
expoſed alive to View, the greateſt Train of Monſters, that 
ever diſgraced a Throne, or did Diſhanour to human Na- 
ture; and thereby have obtained to * a Rank, among 

ing James J. fell in- 
deed far fhort 11 the Cæſar's ſuperlative IVickedneſs and Su- 
premacy in Vice. He was, at beſt, only very ſimple and 
enjudicious, without any fleady Principle of Fuſtice and Ho- 
nour ; which was rendered the more odious and ridiculous, by 
his large and conſtant Pretenſions to Wiſdom and Virtue. 
And he had, in Truth, all the Forms of Wiſdom ; for ever 
erring very learnedly, with a wiſe Saw, or Latin Sentence, 
in his Mouth. For he had been bred up under Buchanan, 
one 4 the brighteſt Genius's and moſt accompliſhed Scholars 
75 that Age, who had given him Greek and Latin in great 
Vajte and Profuſion, but it was not in his Power to give 
him good Senſe. That is the Gift of God and Nature #9 
and is not to be taught ; and Greek and Latin, without it, 
only cumber and overload a weak Head, and often render the 
Fool more abundantly fooliſh. I muſt therefore confeſs, that J 
have ever had, from my firſt Acquaintance with Hiſtory, a 
moft contemptible Opinion of this Monarch; which has per- 
haps been much heightened and increaſed, by my long ſludying 
and conning over the Materials of this Hiſtory. For he ap- 
pears, in his Dealings with the Company, to have acted with 


fuch mean Arts and Fraud, and ſuch little Tricking, as high- 


ly miſbecome Majeſty. And I am much miſtaken, if his ar- 
bitrary Proceedings and unjuſi Deſigns will 2 from any 
Part of his Hiſtory more fully, than from theſe Tranſactions 
with the Campes and Colony ; which have been thus far un- 
known to the Engliſh Hiſterians, and will perhaps be ſtill 
thought too in e Has for their Notice. However I hope, 
my {peaking my Mind thus ſincerely and impartially will give 
no Umbrage or Offence to any Man, or Party of Wen. For 
I declare myſelf to be of no Party; but have laboured ſolely 
with a View, to find out and relate the Truth. And as for 
King James I. I think and ſpeak of him, with the ſame 


Freedom and 3 that I would think and ſpeak of 
; 


any other Man, long fince dead; and therefore I have 1 
way reſtrained my Stile, in freely expoſing his weak and in- 
Wes. IN 


gurious Proceedings. 


vii 


IN the ſucceeding Parts of this Hiſtory, I am afraid, I 
ſhall meet with much greater Difficulties, then I have yet en- 
countered. For I muſt chicfly depend on ſuch of cur Records, 
as are ſtill extant. Many of them doubtleſs periſhed in the 
State-houſe at James-Town, and by other Accidents ; and 
thoſe, which have ſurvived the Flames and Injuries of Time, 
have been fo careleſly kept, are ſo broken, interrupted, and 
deficient, have been ſo mangled by Moths and Mors, and lie 
in ſuch a confuſed and jumbled State (at leaſt the moſt an- 
cient of them) being huddled together in ſingle Leaves and 
Sheets in Books out of the Binding, that I foreſee, it will coft 
me infinite Pains and Labour, to reduce and digeſt them into 
any tolerable Order, ſo as to form from them a juſt and con- 
netted Narration. Aud ſome of them have been lojt, even 


fince Mr. Hickman was Clerk of the Secretary's Office. For 


I cannot find, among the Papers in our Offices, ſome old Rolls, 
to which he refers. I have therefore been obliged, in a few 
Points, to depend upon the Fidelity of that Gentleman's Ex- 
tracts out of our oldeſt Records, made for the Uſe 5 Sir John 
Randolph. But theſe things were ſo far from diſcouraging 
and rebuffing me, that they were rather an additional Spur ts 
my Induſtry. For I thought it highly neceſſary, before they 
were entirely loft and deſtroyed, to apply them to their proper 
Uſe, the forming a good Hiſtory. But as the Houſe of Bur- 
geſſes, in a late Seſſion, upon my ſhewing their moldering and 
dangerous State to ſome of the Members, have juſtly taken 
them into their Conſideration, and have ordered them to be 
reviewed and fairly tranſcribed, I doubt not, by their Afliſt- 
ance, and with the Help of the late Sir John Randolph's 
Papers, and ſuch others, as are in the Hands of private 
Gentlemen in the Country, and will undoubtedly be readily 
communicated to further ſo noble and fo uſeful a Deſign, to be 
able to collect and compoſe a tolerably regular and complete 
Hiſtory of our Country. 


Varina, Dec. 10, 1746. 


% WP —y „  . 


. 
v3 

4 

1 7 7 | 
<8 
* 


mY 2 2 * 
9 

Ed 
+ : 


N 
* 
Jes 
8 
2 


abs no Se rh eh he So Soo lie he he le eh 
7 Gn 2 CH ey CD Red 
C5 5 SGD G2 CE ag 
SD id DD PAD DAP HD 4A + 


THE 


, f 3 * * 
. 5 
4 | W 
+ 4 
be” * ” 
Pas 
= 


O F 


* — 


»„— —»— 
» 


BOOK l. 


Ga SHVERY 8 hath it's Fables concern- 
e ing it's Original, which give great Scope to 
E. 3:4 * light and fanciful Hiſtorians, but are uſually 
25 7 paſſed over with a ſlight Mention by the ſolid 
C844 A and judicious. The late Diſcovery of Ame- 

rica, in hiſtorical and well-known Times, 
might, one would think, have exempted it from this com- 
mon Fate of Nations. Yet ſuch is the Pride of ſome 
Men to ſeem of deep Reach and Inſight, and to ſtrike 
out Things untouched and unthought of by others, and 
ſuch their prepoſterous Delight in groping after ruth 
in the Dark, and yet neglecting her in the clear and me- 
ridian Brightneſs of Day, that even this new World hath 
been endowed with it's fabulous Age, and old Tales re- 
vived, or new ones invented, to ſtretch it's Antiquities be- 
yond Columbus, and the ſhort Date of two hundred and 
fifty Years. We are therefore told of one Hanno, a Car- 
thaginian Captain, who made a Voyage to America. But 
in what Age he lived, or upon what Authority or Pretext 
the Story is grounded, I have not been yet able fully to diſ- 
cover. Even the 3 Legends of Arthur, Malgo, 
| and 
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The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. Book I. 
and Madock, a Welch Prince, and of the Friar of Lynne, 
who by his black Art tranſported himſelf to the Northern 
Parts of America, have found Men weak enough to be 
the Relators and Propagators of them. Plato's Fable alſo 
of the Atlantick Wands has been applied to this Subject; 
and. Seneca the TT ragedian, ho could never yet obtain from 
the Criticks a firm Rank among the beſt and moſt approved 
Claſſicks, hath nevertheleſs been acknowledged by the Hiſ- 
torians as a true Prophet, and ſome Verſes of his quoted, 
as containing a Prediction of the future Diſcovery and Set- 
tlement of America. But as I have ever had an utter Con- 
tempt and Averſion for all fuch learned Trumpery, and 
have often been diſguſted and concerned to fee Authors, 
otherwiſe of Judgment and Genius, carried by their Cre- 
dulity to far into thoſe dark and uncertain Tracts of Time, 
J ſhall leave theſe, with other Stories of the like Nature, 
to their firſt Authors or Inventors, and ſhall apply myſelf 
to give a plain and exact Hiſtory of our Country, ever re- 
garding Pruth as the firſt requiſite and principal Virtue in 
an Horta, and relating nothing without a ſufficient War- 
rant and Authority, | | 

THE European Nations had continued, through all Ages, 
in the moſt profound Ignorznce of all the reſt of the World, 
except the beſt Part of Europe, and the moſt obvious and. 
adjacent Countries of Aſia and Africa. And although the 
attractive Power of the Loaditone had been long known and 
obſerved, yet it's Poles, and the wonderful alities and 
Inclination of the magnetical Needle, were ſtill a Secret, 
till it ſeemed good to Divine Providence, that one John 
Gioia, of Amalſi in the Kingdom cf Naples, diſcovered 
them about the Year 1300. This important Diſcovery lay 
long uſeleſs, without any Application to Navigation; nei- 
ther can we certainly fay, who firſt turned it to this great 
End. However the Uſe of the Sca-Compaſs crept in by 
Degrees, and was undoubtedly the grand Inſtrument and 
Foundation of all theſe later Diſcoveries. | 

T ns. Poertugucſe was the firit Nation of Europe, that 
engaged in maritime Expeditions, in order to explore and 
diſcover the unknown Parts of the World. For Prince 
Henry of Portugal, in the Year 1417, ſent two ſmall Barks 
to make Diſcoveries along the Coaſt of Africa ; which Be- 
ginning, having ſome Succeſs, was afterwards proſecuted, 
during the Life of that Prince, under his Auſpices and Di- 
rection. After his Death, they ſtill advanced by Degrees 
in their Trade and Diſcoveries, till at length in the Year 
1486 they reached the Cape of Good-Hope. But it was 
1497, five Ycars after the Diſcovery of America, 23 
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Book I. The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. 
Vaſco de Gama, by the Command, and in the Service, of 
Emanuel, King of Portugal, ſailed round that Cape to the 
Eaſi-Indies. SHE | 
Chriſtopher Columbus, a Genoeſe by Birth, a Perſon of 
reat 2 and Experience in naval Affairs, of good 
Lemming and a comprehenſive Mind, and being alſo led 
perhaps by the late Diſcoveries of the Portugueſe, was 
ſtrongly poſſeſſed with a Notion of ſome Lands to the 
Weitward, beyond the great Atlantick Ocean. He there- 
fore firſt offered his Service to his native Country, the Re- 
publick of Genea ; but being rejected as a whimſical and 
chimerical Man, he applied himſelf to King John Il. of 
Portugal, Henry VII. of England, and to Ferdinand and 


abel, King and Queen of Caſtile, Many Years being 


ſpent in fruitleſs Sollicitations, and after much Vexation and 


= Diſappointment, he was at laſt entertained in the Service 


of the King and Queen of Caſtile, and ſent upon the Diſ- 
covery, which he happily effected the 11th of October 1492. 
After this, Columbus, being animated with a publick Spirit 
and a generous Principle of Glory, and the Spaniards, be- 
ing as eagerly puſhed on by an infatiable Thirſt of Gold 
fo ardently purſued, and fo ſucceſsfully improved this firſt 
Diſcovery, that they ſoon became Maſters of vaſt Tracts 
of rich and fertile Country, abounding in Gold, Silver, 
Pearls, Emeralds, and many other the moſt precious and 
delicious Products of this Globe. The Portugueſe likewiſe, 
altho* ſufficiently loaded and embarraſſed with their vaſk 
Acquiſitions on the Coaſt of Africa and in the Eaſt-Indies, 
yet nevertheleſs found the Means and Opportunity to make 
good their great Diſcovery of Brazil. Neither were the 
French entirely idle ; but they made many vigorous Efforts 
towards gaining a Share of the Riches and Territory of this 
new World. 4 

THe Engliſb in the mean time, a maritime Nation, of 
great Bravery, and of a bold and adventurous Nature, lay 


quite neglizent and ſupine, and let flip all Opportunities in 
thoſe early Times of acquiring ſome rich and uſeful Pro- 
vinces in America. For altho' they had in the Year 1497, 
under Sebaſtian Cabot, made the D 


iſcovery of N:wfound> 
land, and of the main Continent of America from 38 to 68 
Degrees of Northern Latitude, yet they made no other 
Advantage of this Diſcovery, but to ſend out a few fiſhing 
Barks in common with other Nations of Europe. At length 


Sir Humpbry Gillert, a Gentleman of great Reputation for 


his Skill in naval Affairs, and of a high and reſolute Spirit, 
undericok to ſettle a Colony in Newfourdlard, a cold, bar- 
ren, and unfruitful Soil, and moſt unfriendly Clime. And 
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4c to him, his Heirs and Aſſigns for ever, to diſcover, find, 
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to this End, he obtained Letters patent from Queen Eli. 
beth, bearing Date the 11th of Fune, 1578. 
THESE Letters patent granted © free Power and Liberty 2 


& ſearch out, and view, all ſuch remote, heathen, and bar- 
&« barous Lands, Countries, or Territories, as were not 
& actually poſſeſſed by any Chriſtian Prince or People; and 
<« thither to lead and carry with him, to travel thitherward, 
and there inhabit, ſuch and ſo many of her Majeſty's 
« Subjects, as would willingly accompany and join in the 
& Enterpriſe. | 
„AN that he ſhould have, hold, occupy, and enjoy, 
& to himſelf, his Heirs and Aſſigns, for ever, all ſich Lands, 
“ Countries, and Territories, ſo to be diſcovered or poſ- 
&« ſeſſed, with the Rights, Royalties, and Juriſdiftions, as 
cc well marine as other, within the ſaid Lands and Coun- 
ce tries, or the Seas thereunto adjoining, with full Power 
& to diſpoſe thereof to her Majeſty's Subjects, and of any 
« or every Part thereof, in Fee-ſimple, or otherwiſe, ac- 
“ cording to the Laws of England, as nearly as conveni- 
« ently might be; paying to the Queen, her Heirs and 3 
& Succeſſors, for all Services, Duties, and Demands what- 7 
« ſoever, the fifth Part of all the Ore of Gold and Silver, 
& which ſhould at any Time there be gotten ; holding all 
ce the faid Lands and Countries of her Majeſty, heir Heirs, 
« and Succeſſors, by Homage, and by the Payment of the 
c ſaid fifth Part, before reſerved. 
„Mok EO VER granting to him, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
c for ever, Licence to encounter, expel, repel, and reſiſt 
c all Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, that ſhould attempt to 
c inhabit in the ſaid Countries, without his ſpecial Licence 
c and Liking, or witi.in the Space of two Hundred Leagues 
of the Place, where he, his Heirs, or Aſſigns, ſhould, X 
„ within Six Years next enſuing, make their Dwelling and 
« Abode; prcvided the ſaid Countries were not before 
c planted or inhabited, within the aforeſaid Limits, by the 
& Subjects of any Chriſtian Prince, in Amity with her Ma- 
« jelry. And giving and granting to him, his Heirs and 
c Aſügns, for ever, full Power and Authority, to take and 
« ſurpriſe, by all manner of Means whatſoever, all and 
« every Perſon and Perſons, with their Ships, Veſtels, or 
& other Goods and Furniture, that ſhould be found traf- 
& ficking within the Limits aforeſaid, without the Licence 
« of the ſaid Sir Fiumphry, his Heirs, or Aﬀigns ; the Sub- 
„ jects cf the Queen's Rezlms and Dominions, and all other 
„ Perſons in Amity with her, being driven thither by Force 
«© of tempeit or Shipwreck, only excepted, 
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« AN D for uniting in more perfect League and Amity, 
ſuch Lands and Countries with the Realms of England 
and Treland, and for the better Encouragement of tho.e, 
who would engage in the Enterpriſe, tne Queen g:.nts 
and declares, that the ſaid Countries, ſo to be poſſeſſed 
and inhabited, i:ould froin thenceforth be in the Alle- 
giance and Protection of her, her Heirs, and Zucceſſors; 
and f:rther grants to the ſaid Sir Humphry, his Heirs, and 
Ailigns, and to every otaer Perſon or Perſons, to their, 
and every of their Heirs, that they, and every of them, 
that thould thereafter be inhabiting in the ſaid Lands, 
Countries, and Territories, mould and might have and 
enj y all the Privileges of free Denizens, or Perſons na- 
tive of E:c'and; any Law, Cuſtom, or Uſage to the 
contrary notwit ſtanding. 
« AnD the farther grants to the ſaid Sir Humphry, his 
Heirs and AZgns, for ever, full Power and Authority, to 
corr=t, punith, pardon, govern and rule, as well in 
Cauſcs capital or criminal, as civil, all ſuch her Subjects 
or others, as fhould adventure then.{lves in the ſaid 
Voyages, or ſhould at any Time thereaftcr inhabit the 
ſaid Lands, Countries, or Territories, or mould dwell 
within two hundred Leagues of the Place or Places, 
where the ſaid Humphry, his Heirs, or Aitgns, or any 
of his or their Aſſociates, ſhould inhabit within fix Years 
enſuing the Date thereof; with Power to conſtitute ſuch 
Statutes, Laws, and Ordinances as ſhould by him, the 
ſaid Sir Humphry, his Heirs, or Aſſigns, be deviſed or 
eſtabliſhed, for the better Government of the ſaid Peo- 
ple : Provided always, that they ſhould be, as near as 
conveniently might, agreeable to the Laws and Policy of 
England; and provided alſo, that they be not againſt the 
true Chriſtian Faith, profeſſed in the Church of England, 
nor any way tend to withdraw the Subjects or People of 
thoſe Lands or Places from the Allegiance of the (Queen, 
her Heirs, or Succeſſors. 
* PROVIDED always, and ſhe thereby declares to all 
Chriſtian Kings, Princes, and States, that if the ſaid Sir 
Humphry, his Heirs, or Aſſigns, or any other by their 
Licence or Appointment, ſhould at any Time or Times 
thereafter, rob or ſpoil, by Sea or by Land, or do any 
Act of unjuſt or . Hoſtility, to any of the Sub- 
jects of England, or of any other King, Prince, or State, 
in League or Amity with the Crown of England, that 
then, upon ſuch 5 Ga or upon juſt Complaint thereof, 
the Queen, her Heirs, or Succeſhrs, ſhould make open 
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& modius, that the ſaid Sir Humphry, his Heirs, or Aſſigns, 
& gr any other, to whom thoſe Letters patent might ex- 
« tend, ſhould, within the Term to be limited in the ſaid 
cc Proclamations, make full Reftitution and Satisfaction for 
& all Injurics ſo done: In Default whereof, it ſhould be 


&« Jawſul for the Queen, her Heirs, or Succefiors, to put 


cc the ſaid Sir Humphry, his Heirs, or Aſſigns, with his or 
t& their Adherents, and all the Inhabitants of the ſaid Places, 
« out of their Allegiance and Protection; and that from 
« ſuch Time as they ſhould be ſo put out of the Protection 
«< of the Crown of England, it ſhould be free for all Princes 
& and others, to purſue them with Hoſtility, as being no 
longer Subjects of England, nor by the Queen, her Heirs, 
or Succeſtors, any ways to be avowed, maintained, or 
& defended.“ 

In Conſequence of theſe ample Powers and Privileges, 
Sir ZZunthry Gilbert, with the Conjunciion and Aſſiſtance 
of many other Gentlemen, prepared to put to Sea with a 
noble Flcet, But juſt on the Point of Departure, upon 
ſome Diſagreement and Diſſention, he was deſerted by his 


Allociates, and left with only a ſcw of his firm and faithful 


Friends. With theſe, however, he ventured to Sea, but 


having been expoſed to ſome Misfertuncs, and Joſt a large 
Ship of his Fleet, he was obliged to return without cftect- 


ing any thing. Theſe expenſive and unſucceſsful Prepara- 
tions had fo impaired his Fortune, that it was 1583, before 
he made any farther Attempt. But then having fold his 
Eitate, and being joined by divers Gentlemen of Fortune, 
he again ſet Sail with two Ships and three ſmall Barks. 


Coming before St. Johu's Harbour in Newfoundland, he was 


refuſed Entrance by the fiſhing Veſſels within, to the Num- 
ber of thirty ſix Sail, of all Nations. He therefore prepared 


to make his Way good by Force of Arms; but firlt ſent © 


his Boat in to inform them, that he had a Commiſſion 
from the Queen, to take Poſſeſſion of thoſe Lands for the 
Crown of England. Queen Elizabeth's Name was reve- 


renced through all Zur:pe, and her Power and Authority © 


at Sea, in particular, much honoured and revered. I heſe 
Fiſhing-Barks therefore readily ſubmitted, and even made a 


Contribution of Proviſions, to ſupply the Wants of this 
{mail Fleet. 


Ar TER this, Sir Humphry went aſhore, being conduCt- 4 
ed by all tne Eugliſb there; and having cauſed -a Tent to 


be ſet up in View of the Bay and Veſſels, being attended 
by his Captains, Maſters, Gentlemen, and Soldiers, he 
ſummoned all the Merchants and Maſters, both Exgliſb and 


Forcigners, to be preſent at his taking a formal and ſolemn * 


Poſleſſion 


Book I. De HISTORY of VIRGINIA: 


25 Poſſeſſion of the Country. He then cauſed his Commiſſion 
1 to be openly read, and to be interpreted to thoſe who were 
ad Strangers to the EH Tongue. By Virtue of this Com- 
tor miſſion, he declared, that he took Poſſeſſion of the Harbour 
be of St. John's, and of the Territory two hundred Leagues 
Put every way, and inveſted her Majeſty with the Title and 


® Dignity thereof. And having hid al wiz and a Turf of the 
8. 4 Soil delivered to him, he entered Poſſeſſion alſo for himſelf, 
his Heirs, or Aſſigns, for ever. He further ſignihed to thoſe 


_ * preſent, and through them to all Men, that, from thence- 
ces forward, they ſhould look upon thoſe 'Territortes, as ap- 
na } 


pertaining to the Queen of £4»2/and, and upon himſelf, as 
authoriſed by her Majeſty to poſſeſs ani enjoy them, with 
Power to ordain Laws, under which all People coming thi- 
ther for the future, either to inhabit or to trade, ſhould ſub- 
mit themſelves and be governed. And to exerciſe his Power 
and ſuriſliction, he enacted three Laws, immediately to 
take Place and be of Force ; and granted divers Parcels of 
Land, lying by the Sea Side, as well in the Harbour of 
St. 7ohn's, as elſewhere. 

AFTER ſome Excurſions to ſearch the Country, and 
the pretended Diſcovery of a Silver Mine, with which Sir 
Flunphry was much gulled and delighted, they ſet Sail to 
the Scutheard, in order to explore and diſcover the main 
Coaſt of America. But falling among ſome Shoals, and 
meeting with very bad and tempeſtuous Weather, after 
having undergone much Danger and Fatigue, they reſolved 
to return for Englund. Sir Humphry, the better to ſearch 
the Coaſt, and to run up into Crecks and Harbours, had 
gone on board a ſmall Bark of ten Tons ; and could not af- 
terwards be perſuaded to leave her in their Return home- 
wards, till her Lights were ſuddenly extinguiſhed in the 
Night, at which Time ſhe was ſuppoſed to ſink, and was 
never after ſeen or heard of. 

THE learned and valiant Mr. Valter Ralegh was half 
Brother to Sir Humphry Gilbert; his Father having married 
Sir Humphry's Mother, when a Widow, and had by her 
this his fourth and youngeſt Son, with ſome other Children, 
Led by this near Relation, and being alſo a Perſon of a noble 
and enterpriſing Genius, he had been one of the principal 
Adventurers in this Undertaking of Sir Humphry, and had 
fitted out, entirely at his own Charge, the largett Ship of 
his Fleet, called the Ralegh Bark, Some Authors ſay, he 
went himſelf upon the Expedition, and commanded his own 
Ship in Perſon. But however that might be, it is certain, 
this Ship was, within a few Days, obliged to put back ta 

Plimouiſ, greatly diſtreſſed 1 a violent and contagious wes 
3 4 nel 
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1584. neſs among her Company. But notwithſtanding this Diſ- 
- appoinimernt, and the unhappy End of his raſh and unfor- 
tunate Brother, Mr. Kalegh was not diſcouraged ; but bein 
moved with the Voyages and Relations oi others, he gill 
perſiſted in the Deſign of diſcovering and making a Scttle- 
ment in America. He therciore obe ined Liticrs patent 
from Queen Elixabeth, of whom he wes at that Tinte one 
of the chief Favuurites, bearing Date the 25tli of March, 
1584, for diſcovering and planting any ſuch Lands and 
C..untries, as were nut already in the actual Puil fion of 
any Chriſtian Nation. "Theſe Letters patent are in Hack- 
lart's Collection of Voyages; but that Lok is ſo very rare, 
t!:.: our Country does not afford one Copy of it, at leaſt 
th. i could find out or procure. I have not therefore been 
able to obtain a Sight of theſe Patents; but we arc told, that 
tl ey were, mulatis mulandis, the very ſame with thoſe grant- 
ed to Sir Humphry Gilbert ; of which I have therefore be- 
fore given a particular Extract. 

ABOUT the ſaine Time, the Queen granted Mr. Ralegh 
another Patent, to licence the vencing vi Wine throughout 
the Kingdom; which was d-fignzd, us it has been ſuppoſed, 
to enable him by the Profits, that would thence ariſe, to 
ſuſtain te vaſt Charges which this Undertaking of a Colony 

10 would neceſiarlly bring upon him. But yet the better to 
" ſtrengthen hunſ.lt, and carry on the Affair, he perſuaded ® 
Wi divers other Gentlemen and Merchants to join with him; 
W. particularly his noble and gallant Kinſman, Sir Nichard 
Greenvil, and Mr. Milliam Sanderſon, who had married his 
Neice, and was much engaged among the Merchant Adven- 
| ture;s of that Lime; and was alſo one of the Queen's Com- _® 
10 miſlioners for the Spani/ Prizes, and of Note for the great | 
| Globes, which, by his Encouragement, were firſt brought 
0 to Perfection. They thercfore, with all convenient Spced, 
00 provided tw- ſmall Veſicis, and having plentiſully furniſned 
- filly them with N.ccſizrics, put them under the Command of 
160 Captain PH Amidas, and Captain Arthur Barlow ; which 
Wl Jaft was alſo a Land-Utiiccr, and has ſ:rved under Mr. Ka- 
11 legb in the Wars of Ireland, with great Bravery and Ho= -“ 
| nour. But r. Ralegh, being hindered by his Employ- - 
ments, and too buuly cng:geu in his amvitious Purſuits at 


| Court, did not come bimſelf upon the Expedition, as hath 
Ti been g-ner:aily, thu erroncouſly, thought. 
} | On tae 27th of April, 1584, theſe Adventurers ſet Sail 


| froin the Thames; and having paſſed by the Canaries and 
the /7/-Ind'rs, (a Circuit boch needleſs and unhealthy, 
10 but through tue inexperience of thoſe Times thought ne- 
il ccilary) they fell in, on the 2d of Zuly, with the Coaſt of 
5 Florida. 
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Flarida. For that was the Name which all this Northern 
Continent from Cape Florida then bore, there being yet no 
diſtinct Settlements, which gave particular Names to the 
ſeveral Places along the Coaſt. 'T hey were met at Sea with 
a moſt delicate and delig itu] Smell; and ſoon after mak- 
ing the Land, they coaited it Jong for about an hundred 
and twenty Mites, without finding any convenient Har- 
bour. The fiir they ſow, they entered with much Lifh- 
culty; and having returned Thanks to God, they went 
aſhore to view the Country, and to take Puitcſhon of it in 
the Quecn's Name. The Place of their fi. it landing was 
a low and ſand / Bece!: z out it yiczted ſuch a wonderful 
Abund:nce of Grapes, as very much ſurpriicd and delighted 
them. very li:tie Shrul; was covered with them, and the 
Tops of the tailztc Cedars were over-run and loaded with 
their Cluſters. 

THz concluded, that the Place of their landing was on 
the main Continent oi Aera; but going up to the Jop 
of a ſnall Eminence at lit le Di nde from the Shore, they 
perceived it tu be an 16 n, of avout twenty, or as Mr. Ha- 
riot judged, of ficooi dies i. 47th, and fix in Breadth, 
This Iſland was called e , und lay between Cape Hat- 
teras and Cape Fear; and nul ther fore be the liland of 
Qcacech, or at leaſt ſome of ite wer ſmall Iſtands along 
that Coaſt. For it cannot be, by :/ A and Havioi's Plan, 
R-anoke, or any other of thuſe which beſet and ſtop up the 
Mouth of Ailemarle Sound, in Nerihb-Cuolina, ws has been 
commonly ſuppoſed. It was covered with tall and itately 
Trees, Cedars, Pines, Cypreſs, Sat.afras, and many others 


of excellent Smell and Quality; and abounded in Deer, 


Conics, and Wilad-fowl, in incredivle Numbers. 

THE V faw none of the Natives, *till the third Day after 
their Lan ing, when they ſpied three in a Canoe, One of 
them went athore, and waited without any Signs of Fear, 
till the Ergliſb rowed to him. He ſpoke much to them in 
his own Language, and then went boldly aboard their Veſ- 
ſcls. They gave him a Shirt, a Hat, Wine, and Meat, 
with which he was much pleaſed. Having attentivcly view- 
ed every thing, he went away; and within half an Gow he 
had loaded his Canoe with Fiſh, which he brought and di- 
vided between the Ship and the Bark. 

THE next Day feveral Canoes came, and in one of them 
the King's Brother. His Name was Gran ganameo; the 
King was called Vingina, and the Country /7i:gardacea. 
The King himſelf at that Time lay, at his chief Town, ill 
of the Wounds which he had lately received in a Battle. 
Cranganameo, leaving his Canoes at ſome Diſtance, went 

. | to 
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to the Point of Land where the Engliſh had gone to the [n- 
dian the Day before. Having ſpread a Mat, he fat down 
upon it; and when the Engliſb came to him well armed, 
he ſhewed no Fear ; but made Signs to them to fit down, 
ſtroaking his own Head and Breaſt, and then theirs, to ex- 
preſs his Love. The Natives were a proper, well-propor- 
tioned People, very civil in their Behaviour, and highly re- 
ſpectful to Granganameo. For none of them ſat down, or 
ſpoke a Word in his Preſence, except four ; on whom the 
Engliſh alſo beſtowed Preſents. But Granganames took 
them all from them, and made Signs, that every thing be- 
longed to him. After ſome ſmall Traffick, he went away; 
but returning in two Days, he eat and drank very merrily 
with them. Not long after, he brought his Wife and Chil- 
dren on board. They were of mean Stature, but well- 
favourcd, and very baſhful and modeit. His Wife had a 
Band of white Coral about her Forehead, and Bracelets of 
Pearl in her Ears, hanging down to her Middle, of the Big- 
neſs of large Peaſe. As to the reſt, they were decked with 
red Copper, and ſuch Ornaments, as are at preſent in Faſhion 
and Eſteem among our Indians. 
AFTER this, there came down, from all Parts, great 


Numbers of People, with Leather, Coral, and divers Ninds 


of Dyes. But when Granganameo was preſent, none durſt 
trade but himſelf, and thoſe, who wore red Copper on their 
Heads, as he did. He would have engaged a Bag of Pearl 
for a Suit of Armour; but the Englih refuſed, os not re- 
garding it, that they might thereby the better learn, where 
it grew. He was very juſt to his Promiſe ; for they often 
truſted him, and he never failed to come within his Day to 
keep his Word. He commonly ſent the Engl; every Day 
a Brace of Bucks, Conies, Hares, and Fith ; and fometimes 
Melons, Walnuts, Cucumers, Peaſe, and divers Kinds of 
Roots. And the Engliſb, to try the Strength and Goodneſs 
of the Soil, put ſome of their Peaſe into the Ground, which 
grew wonderfully, and were found in ten Days time four- 
teen Inches high. 

AN Acquaintance being thus contracted by mutual Re- 
turns of Kindneſs and Beneficence, Captain Amidas, with 
ſeven more, ventured up the River Occam, as they call it, 
which muſt be Pamptico Sound. The next Evening they 
came to the Iſle of Roanoke, at the Mouth of Albemarle 
Sound, about ſeven Leagues, as they ſay, from the Har- 
bour, where they firſt entered. But this is a groſs Miſtake, 
and muſt be an Error in the Copy. For by the Scale in 
Vith's Map, it cannot be leſs than thirty Leagues, from 


Iocicon to Roanoke. On this Iſland they found a ſmall 
| | Town, 
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Town, conſiſting of nine Houſes; in one of which Gran- 1884. 


ganames lived. He was abſent ; but his Wife entertained 


them with wonderful Courteſy and Kindneſs. She made 
ſome of her People draw their Boat up, to prevent it's be- 
ing injured by the Beating of the Surge ; ſome ſhe ordered 
to bring them aſhore on their Backs ; and others, to carry 
their Cars to the Houſe, for Fear of being ſtole. When 
they came into the Houſe, ſhe took off their Cloaths and 
Stockings, and waſhed them, as likewiſe their Fect in warm 
Water. When their Dinner was ready, they were con- 
ducted into an inner Room (for there were five in the Houſe, 
divided by Mars) where they found Hominy *, boiled Veni- 
ſon, and roaſted Fiſh; and as a Deſert, Melons, boiled 
Roots, and Fruits of various Sorts. While they were at 
Meat, tv-o or three of her Men came in with their Bows 
and Arrows, which made the Engliſb take to their Arms. 
But ſhe, perceiving their Diſtruſt, ordered their Bows and 
Arrows to be broken, and themſelves to be beaten out of 
the Gate. In the Evening the Engliſh returned to their 
Boat ; and putting a little off from Shore, lay at Anchor. 
At which ſhe was much concerned, and brought their Sup- 
per, half boiled, Pots and all to the Shore Side; and ſeeing 
their Jealouſy, ſhe ordered ſeveral Men, and thirty Wo- 
men, to fit all Night upon the Shore, as a Guard; and ſent 
five Mats to cover them from the Weather. 


hearty Deſire of pleaſing could do, to entertain them. 

AND this was the fartheſt Diſcovery made upon this firſt 
Voyage, except ſome confuſed and uncertain Accounts of 
the Country, which they gathered from the Indians. They 
returned to England about the Middle of September, carry- 
ing with them two of the Natives, Mantes and Wancheſs 3 
and their Diſcovery was ſo welcome there, that the Queen 
herſelf was pleaſed to name the Country VIROINIA, in 
Memory of it's having been firſt found out in the Reign of 
a Virgin Queen. Or as ſome have been pleaſed to gloſs 
and interpret it, becauſe it ſtill ſeemed to retain the Virgin 
Purity and-Plenty of the firſt Creation, and the People their 
primitive Innocency of Life 2nd Manners. And ſoon after 
their Return, Mr. Ralegb was elected, together with Sir 


William Courtenay, Knight of the Shire for the County of 


Devon. On the 14th of December, he cauſed a Bill to be 
brought into the Houſe, to confirm his Patent for diſcover- 
ing foreign Countries; which being committed to Mr. Vice- 
Chamberlain Hatton, Secretary JValfingham, Sir Philip 

FR Pot SA Sidney, 


* A Food made of Indian Corn, or Maize, beaten and carefully huſked, 


Þmething like Furmety in England ; and is an excellcat D.ſh various Ways. 


In ſhort, the. 


omitted nothing, that the moſt generous Hoſpitality and 


* 
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1584. Sidney, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Richard Greenwil, Sir il. 
Ky — lem Courtenay, and others, it was in a few Days paſied, af 
ter many Arguments and à Proviſo added. And not long 
after, the Queen was pleaſed to Knight him, upon Occa- 
ſion, it is ſaid, of this grateful Diſcovery. But Mr. C/ 
borne, an ingenious Ooſerver on her Keign, ſays with Re- 
ſpect to Sir Francis Vere, a Man nobly deſcended, and Sir 
Walter Ralegh, exactly qualified, that they, with ſuch o- 
thers, were ſet apart in her Judgment for military. Cervices, 
Neither did ſhe ever raiſe them above Knighthood ; ſaying, 
when ſollicited to make Yere a Baron, That in his proper 
Sphere, and her Eſtimation, he was above it already. 

1785. T HE advantigeous Accounts, which theſe firit Adven- 
turers gave of the Fertility, Pleaſantneſs, and Whuleſome- ; 
neſs of the Country, induced Sir Ricard Green! liimſelf 
to make a Voyage thither the next Year. And he accord- 
ingly ſet out from Fiimrt the gth of April, vith feven 
Ships. Having made the uſual Circuit of the Canaries and 
FVeſt-Trciirs, were they took two rich Spani/> Prizes, and 
forced a profite..le Trade, they fell in with the Continent 
of America ner Cape Fear, and were in great Danger of 
being loſt upon it. But naving happily eſcaped, they came 

j to an Anchor off the Iiland of V ococon the 26th of May. ; 

th They immediately ſent to the Ille of Knie, to Mingina 
ail the King ; and Mr. Arundel went to the Main, with Hun- 
it teo, who proved throughout their whole Stay, very faithful 
1 and uſcful to them. Scon after, the General, Sir Richard 
j Greenvil, went himſelf to the Main, with a ſelect Body of 
i Men; and ranging about, diſcovered ſeveral {::i:an Tons. 
i At one of them the Indians ſtole a Silver Cup; for which 
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{ 
10 they burnt their Town, and deſtroyed their Corn, and fo 
ih! returned to their Ships at //%cocon. At Hatteras, whither 
ik they went ſoon after, Grangazameo, the King's Brother, 
% came aboard the Admiral with Manteo. This is the laſt © 
14 Viſit he made to the Engliſb; for ſometime this Year he 


died, and in him they loſt a ſincere and hearty Friend. 

S1R Richard Grecuvil, having only made that ſmall Ex- 
curſion on the Continent, returned to England this Sum- 
00 mer. In his Way home, he took another Spani/o Prize, of 
Wl three hundred Tons, richly laden, and with her arrived at 

8 Plimeuth the 18th of Scftember. But he left behind him 
an hundred and eight Perſons, as a Colony, to keep Poſleſ- 
ſion of, and inhabit the Country. Of theſe he conſtituted 
Mr. Ralili Lane Governor, a military Man of Note, who 
was aſterwards Knighted, and applying himſclf to the Sea 
.crvice, was of eminent Command in the Exgliſb Navy. 
Wich him remained Captain Philip Amigdas, as Admiral, 

one 
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one of the Commanders in Chief in the firſt Adventure; 1385. 


Mr. Themas Harriet ; Captain Stafford ; Mr. Kendal; with —- 


ſeveral others of Name in the Expedition. | 

Tris Colony choſe Roanoke, an Iſland at the Mouth of 

Vemarle Sound, for the Place of their Havitation 3 and 
their chief Employment was to reconncitre and view the 
Country. Their fartheſt Diſcovery to the Sauthtuard was 
Secotan, an Indian Town, by their Reckoning, eighty 
Leagues from Roanoke, lying up between the Rivers Pamp- 
ticoe and Neus, in North-Carolina. To the Northward they 
went an hundred and thirty Miles to the Cheſapeaks, a 


; Nation of [ndians, ſeated on a ſmall River, to the South of 


> our Bay, now called El/abeth River, from whom, as theſe 


firſt Diſcoverers tell us, the Bay itſelf took its Name. But 
ſome pretend to give another Derivation of this Word ; and 
ſay, that Cheſapeake ſignified, in the Indian Language, The 
Mother of Waters ; implying, that it was the Parent and 
grand Reſervoir of all the great Rivers within it. But this 
is a dark and uncertain Gueſs ; eſpecially conſidering the 
Unſtableneſs and vaſt Mutability of the Indian Tongues, 
and that no body at preſent can pretend to underſtand their 
Language at that Time. The beſt Authority that I have 
met with for this Derivation, is what a Gentleman of Cre- 
dit once aſſured me, that in a very old Spaniſb Map, which 
he had ſeen, our Bay was laid down under the Name of 
Madre des Acquas, or ſome Expreſſion to the like Purpoſe. 
This Town of the OE we are told, for Pleaſant- 
neſs of Situation, for Temperature of Clime, Fertility of 
Soil, and Commodiouſneſs to the Sea, was not to be ex- 
celled by any in the World. To the Northwe/t, theſe Diſ- 
coverers went up Albemarle Sound and Chowan River, an 
hundred and thirty Miles, to a Nation of Indians called the 
Chawonacks, inhabiting above the Fork of that River, 
where one Branch takes the Name of Meherrin, and the 
other of Nottoway. | 

THE King of the Chawonocks, whoſe Name was Me- 
natonon, was lame, but the moſt ſenſible and underſtanding 
Indian they had met with. He amuſed Mr. Lane and his 


Company with a Story of a Copper Mine, and of a Peart 


Filhery, which by the Deſcription was ſome where upon 
our Coaſt, and with a ſtrange Relation of the Head of the 
River Moratuc, now called Roancke. This River was de- 
ſcribed, as 'pringing out of a Rock, ſo nigh the Sea, that 
in high Winds the Surge beat over into the Spring. And 
the Engliſh very ſanguinely concluded this Sea to be either 
the Bay of Mexico, or the Sou: Sea, or at leaſt ſome Arm 
that opened into it. Having their Heads filled with theſe. 

78 chimerical 
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The HISTORY VIRGINIA. Book I 
chimerical ,Fancies, they formed many Schemes, and un- 
dertook à very fatiguing and hazardous Voyage up that 


River. And fo eager were they, and refolutely bent upon 


this golden Diſcovery, that they could not be perſuaded to 
return, as long as they had one Pint of Corn a Man left, 
and two Maſtiff Dogs, which being boiled with Saffafras 
Leaves, might afford them fome Suſtenance in their Wa 
back. But after ſome Days ſpent in vain, and having un- 
dergone much Miſery and Danger, they at laſt returned, 
and joyfully arrived at their. old Habitation on Rare Hand, 
Tus Death of Granganames had cauſed atgreat Altera- 
tion in the Affairs of the Colony. For whilſt he lived, his 
Credit with the King, joined to the Intereſt of Enſenore, 
their Father, had reſtrained his Perfidy and Malice, and 
kept him within Bounds. But upon the Death of Granga- 
namco, he changed his Name from /7ingina to Pemiſſapan, 
and became a ſecret but bitter Enemy to the Enghſh. To 
his Machinations chiefly were owing the many Hardſhips 
and Dangers, they had encountered in thcir laſt Journey up 
the River Chi,. For he had given ſecret Intelligence to 
thoſe Indians of the coming of the Engliſhb; and had craf- 
tily infinuated Jealouſies into the Indians of the Engliſh, and 
into the Er:g/:/þ of the Indians. But a Rumour being ſpread, 
that Mr. Zane and his Company were all either ſlain or 
ſtarved in this Journey, he began to act more openly. He 
blaſphemed the God of the Eugliſh, and endeavoured, by 
all the Devices he could, to hurt and annoy them. And 
Enſenore, his aged Father, the beſt Friend the Exgliſp had 
left after the Death of Granganames, loſt all his Credit to 
aſſiſt or ſerve them. But their Return ſoon after, and their 
bringing the Son of MHenatonon, their greateſt King, Pri- 
ſoner, joined to the Teſtimonics of Manteo, and three other 
Indians, that went with them, how little they valued any 
People they met, or feared Hunger, Death, or any thing 
elſe, reſtrained his Devices for the preſent, and brought 
. again into Credit and Eſteem. 
oo after, Menatonon, King of the Chawonocks, ſent 
a Preſent of Pearl to Mr. Lane; and Okiſco, King of Wee- 
pomeole, (another powerful Nation, poſſeſſing all that 
Country from Albemarle Sound and Chowan River, quite 
to the Cheſapeakes and our Bay) came himſelf, withtwenty 
four of his principal Men, to own Subjection to the Queen 
of England. All which ſo wrought on the Heart of //in- 


A. that by Euſenore's Perſuaſions, they came and made 


eirs for the Eugliſb, when they were ready to famiſh, 


and planted their Fields of Corn, which they intended to 


abandon. But this good Intelligence was ſoon broke mn 
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the Death of Enſenore, which happened on the 20th of 4. 1886. 
pril. For Wingina, under Pretence of ſolemnizing his Fa- - 


ther's Funeral, had laid a Scheme of drawing together ſix- 
teen or eighteen hundred Indians, and of cutting off all the 
Engliſh at once. But his Deſign took Wind, and was at 
laſt fully diſcovered to Mr. Lane by his Priſoner Stico, King 
Menatonon's Son. Then the Engl:h, in their Turn, en- 
deavoured to ſeize all the Canves upon Roanoke, and there- 
by to have all the Indians in the Iſland at their Mercy, But 
they took the Alarm, and after a ſmall Skirmiſh, in which 
five or ſix Indians were lain, the reſt eſcaped and fled into 
the Woods. After this, neither Side cared much for truſt- 
ing the other; and at laſt, after much Tricking and Diſſi- 
mulation on both Parts, //ingina was entrapped 4 the 
Engliſh, and lain, with eight of his chief Men. This is 
the Account of that Action, as it is delivered by the Per- 
ſons concerned in it. But I find, that Mr. Hariot, who 
was likewiſe upon the Spot, blames the Violence and For- 
wardneſs of the Engl: ; and thinks, that the Cauſes. of 
Suſpicion and Reſentment had been better diſſembled and 
paſſed over. | 

Id the Time of theſe Confuſions and Broils with the In- 
dians, Mr. Lane had been obliged, through Want of Pro- 
viſions, to ſend Captain Stafford, with twenty more, ta 
Croatan, on the South Part of Cape Look-out, to ſhift for 
themſelves, and to ſee, if they could ſpy any Sail paſs by 
the Coaſt. In like Manner he detached Mr. Prideaux, 
with ten, to Hatteras, upon the ſame Deſign; and other 
ſmall Parties he ſent to the Main, to live upon Roots and 
Oyſters. Seven Days after the Death of Vingina, Cap- 
tain Stafford, (who through the whole Voyage was very 
vigilant and induſtrious, and ſpared no Labour or Danger, 
to perform any ſerious and important Service, committed to 
him) ſent Mr. Lane Word, that he deſcried twenty three 
Sail of Ships; and the next Day, he came himſelf with a 
Letter from Sir Francis Drake. Sir Francis was then re- 
turning from an Expedition againſt the Spaniards in the 
We/t-Indies, where he had taken Carthagena, and the Ca- 
pital City of Hiſpaniola; and had burnt St. Anthony, and 
St. Helena, on the Coaſt of Florida; and done much other 
Damage to the Enemy. He had Orders from the Queen 
to viſit the Colony of Virginia in his Return, and to afford 
them ſuch Aſſiſtance and Encouragement, as was proper. 
He therefore offered to ſupply their Wants, and to do any 
thing elſe, in his Power, towards their Relief and the Fur- 
therance of the Undertaking ; and after mature Delibera- 
uon, he appointed them a Ship of ſeventy Tons, with an 

1 hundred 
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hundred Men, and four Months Prowifions, beſides two 


y-— Barks and four ſmall Boats, with avle Maſters and ſufficient 
Gangs. But juſt as all was ready, there aroſe ſuch a Storm, 


as had like to have driven the whole Fleet afiore. Man 
Ships were forced out to Sea, among which was that lately 
given to the Colony, with all their Proviſions and Company 
aboard. 

TIõ Accident did not diſcourage the Admiral, but he 
allotted them another Ship of an hundred and ſeventy Tons, 
with all Proviſions as before, to carry them to England the 
next Auzuft, or when they mould have made ſuch Diſco- 
veries as they thought ſuffcient. But their Harbour, which 
was very indifferent, would not receive a Ship of her Bur- 


then; and to lie in the open Road, expoſed to the Winds I 


and Sea, was very dangerous. And therefore, after Con- 
ſultation, it was unanimuuſly agreed, to vchre the Admiral 
to take them home with him in nis Y leet; for they had al- 
ready undergone much Miſery and Danger, and there ap- 
peared but little Hopes of dir Nichard GreenviPs Return. 
And ſo this firſt Attempt towards a Settlement became a- 
bortive, and they all arrived ſafe at Portſmouth the latter 
End of July, 1586. But in his Wey home, Sir Francis 
Drake touched on the Coait of New-England ; where he 
landed, and ſpent two or three Days in trading with the 
Natives, and one of the [:4i/an Kings came, and ſubmitted 


himſclf to Queen Elizabeth. 


UPoN this Voyage, dir Walter Ralegh, by the Queen's 
Advice and Directions, ſ:nt, at no ſmall Expence, Mr. 

hn With, a ſkilful and ingenicus Painter, to take the Si- 
tuation of the Country, and to print, from the Life, the 
Figures and Habits of the Natives, their Way of Living, 
and their ſeveral Faſhions, Modes, and Suporſtitions; which 
he did with great Beauty and ExaCtneſs. There was one 
Theodore de Bry, who afterwards publiſhed, in the Year 
1624, the beautiful Latin Edition of Voyages, in fix Vo- 
lumes, Folio, a moſt curibus and valuable Work. He be- 
ing in England ſoon after, by the Means of the Rev. Mr. 
Richard Hockiiyt, then of CH- Church, in Oxford, who, 
De Bry tells us, had himfſcif ſe2zn the Country, obtained 
from Mr. Miith a Sight of theſe Pieces, with Permiſſion to 
take them off in Copper Plates. Theſe, being very lively 


and well done, he carried to Frankfort, on the Maine, 


where he publiſted noble Edition of them, with Latin 
Explanations, out of Job» 1//:chelius's Preſs, in the Year 
1590. And theſe are the Originals from which Mr. Bever- 
ley's, and the Cuts of many of our late Writers and Tra- 
vellers, have been chi:{y imitated. And to ſhew, that the 

| Inhabitants 
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Inhabitants of England were once as wild and barbarous as 1586. 
theſe of Virginia, Mr. With **. him the Figures of three —v— 
of the Pi&s and two of their Neighbours, that he had found 

X delineated in an old Engliſb Hiſtory ; which were accord- 
ingly publiſhed with them, and was no mean or impolitic 
Device, to recommend the Proſecution of the Enterpriſe to 

the Engliſb Nation. 

Bur beſides this Painter, Sir Walter ſent upon this 
Voyage a Domeſtick of his, one Mr. Thomas Hariot, a 
Mathematician, and highly in his Patron's Intimacy and 
Friendſhip. He was a Man of Learning, and a very ob- 
© ſerving and underſtanding Perſon, and went chiefly to make 
2X Obſervations on the Situation of the Country, and to aſſiſt 
Mr. IWith in the Plan. After his Return, to obviate the 
clamarous and unjuſt Reports of ſome of the Company, he 
Z publiſhed a ſmall Treatiſe concerning the Country, divided 
into three Parts. The firſt treats of ſuch Commodities, as 
would be uſcful towards the Improvement of Commerce; 
the ſecond, of thoſe natural Products of the Earth, and of 
ſuch Fiſh, Fowl, and Beaſts, as would contribute to the 
Suſtenance of Man, and the Support of human Life ; and 
the third, of the Trees and Timber, and other proper Ma- 
2X terials for building Houſes, Ships, and the like. After 
which he ſubjoins the ſollowing Account of the Doctrines 
and Manners of the Natives. 

TL uE y believed, that there is one chief God, who hath 
X exiſted from all Eternity: That he created the World; 
but firſt made other Gods of a principal Order, to be his 
22 Inſtruments in the Creation and Government thereof: That 
next the Sun, Moon, and Stars were created, as petty 
Gods, and as Inſtruments to thoſe other Gods of a ſupe- 
rior Order: That then the Waters were created, out of 
which were formed all Creatures: That a Woman was 
firſt made ; who, by the Congreſs of one of the Gods, con- 
ceived and brought forth Children ; and that thence Man- 
kind had their Beginning. They thought, the Gods were 
all of human Shape, and therefore repreſented them by 
Images, which they placed in their Temples ; and they 
worſhipped, prayed, ſung, danced, and made many Offer- 
ings to them. They held the Immortality of the Soul ; 
which after Death, according to its Works in the Fleth, 
was either carried up to the Tabernacles of the Gods, to 
eternal Happineſs ; or clſe to Popogu//e, (a great Pit at the 
furtheſt Parts of the Earth, where the Sun ſets) into per- 
petual Fire and Torment. And this Dectrine they ſup- 
ported by the Authority of two Perſons, who, as they pre- 
teaded, had riſen from the * Se 
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Tus E Opinions were thought to make but flight Im- 


prefions on their Hercances, or Kings and Rulers ; or upon 


their Prieſts, and other Perſons of Figure among them. 


For that Chriſtian Cuſtom, for the Great and Eminent to | 
free their Conſciences from the Shackles of a Creed, and 


exempt their Actions from the unwieldy Clog of Religion 


pon 5 


and Morality, had reached even among thoſe wild and ſa- 
vage Nations. But theſe Doctrines had a great Influence 
on the common Sort. They kept them in proper Subjec- 


tion to their Rulers; and made them very ſollicitous to ob- 

tain the Bliſs, and avoid the Torments of the next Life. 
THEY were not however ſo firm to their own Doc- 

trines, but that they were very open to receive any Inſtruc- 


tions from the Zngl;h. Their Compaſſes, PerſpeCtive | 


Glaſſes, Burning Glaſſes, Clocks, Books, Writing, Guns, 
and other Inſtruments and Inventions, ſo exceeded their 


Capacities, and amazed them, that they thought them to 


be the Works of Gods rather than Men; or at leaſt, that 


the Gods had taught the Exgliſb how to make them. This 
cauſed them to give great Credit to whatever they ſaid con- 
cerning God and Religion. And Vinugina himſelf would 
| . at Prayers with them; and when he was ſick, 
which, he thought, proceeded from having offended the 
' Engliſh and their God, he would ſend for ſome of them, to 


often 


pray, and be a Means to their God, of his living with 


him after Death; as alſo did many others. And once, | 


when their Corn was much hurt and withered with a long 


Drought, thinking it proceeded from ſome Injury done the A 


Engliſh, they came to them in Flocks, and begged them | 


to pray to their God to prelerve their Corn, for which they 
romiſed, when it was ripe, to give them a Part, 

AND this high Opinion of the Engliſh was greatly en- 
creaſed, by a marvellous Accident. The Country was that 
Year aMicted with an epidemical Diſcaſe, which was ob- 
ſerved to fall upon none, but thoſe Nations which had en- 


deavoured to injure or betray the Engliſh. This wrought |} 


many extravagant and ſuperſtitious Opinions, which were 


much confirmed by the Hcalthineſs of the Englih Colony. 


Some thought it was the Work of the Englih God; and o- 
thers, that they themſelves ſhot inviſible Bullets from the 
Place, where they dwelt. Others obſerving, that the Engliſh 
had no Women of their own, nor cared for any of theirs, 
thought they were not born of Women, but were Men of 
an ancient Gencration, riſen again to Immortality ; that 
there were more of them {till in the Air, as yet inviſible 
and without Bodies, who would afterwards come, and de- 
firoy their Generation, and take their Places; and that 

theſe, 
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4 theſe, by the Entreaty, or out of Love to the Engliſh, 1586. 

ql made the People die as they did, by ſhooting inviſible Bult 
lets into them. And their Phyſicians, to cover their Igno- 

0% rance, would make them believe, that they ſucked out of 

the Bodies of the Sick, Leaden Bullets in the Strings of 


Blood. In ſhort, Mingina and others were ſo firmly per- 
ſuaded, that it happened through their Means, that when 
any of their own Enemies had affronted or abuſed the En- 
= 2///, they would defire them to make them dic in the ſame 
Manner. And altho' the Engliſb remonſtrated to them the 
& Unrighteouſneſs of their Requeſt, and how diſagreeable it 
vas to God; yet becauſe the Effect fell out ſoon after, 
they would come and return them Thanks in their Way 


e thinking, altho' they had denied them in Words, yet they 
„bad in Reality fully anſwered their Deſire. 

ry HE likewiſe tells us of the great Eſteem and Veneration, 
0 IF in which the Natives held a Plant, which grew ſpontane- 
it BF ouſly in the Country, and was by them called Vypotoc, but 
sis now well known by the Name of Tobacco; derived, it is 
- I ſaid, from the Ifland of Tobago, one of the Caribbees in the 
1 ne- Indies, where it grew in vaſt Quantities. The Leaves 
» 


of this they cured and dried, and then being rubbed into a 
Sort of Bran and Duſt, they put it into e Tubes, 
and drew the Smoke through the Mouth. They thought 
h this Plant of ſo great Worth and Virtue, that even the 
» WF Gods themſelves were delighted with it. And therefore they 
S I ſometimes made ſacred Fires, and inſtead of a Sacrifice, 
© IF threw in this Duſt ; and when they were caught in a Tem- 
n IF peſt, they would ſprinkle it into the Air and Water. Upon 
) all their new fiſhing Nets they would caſt ſome of it; and 

when they had eſcaped any remarkable Danger, they would 
i throw ſome of this Duft into the Air, with ſtrange diſtorted 
i Geſtures, ſometimes ſtriking the Earth with their Feet, in 
a kind of Time and Meaſure, ſometimes clapping their 
Hands, and throwing them up on high, looking up to the 


t | Heavens, and uttering barbarous and diſſonant Words. 
0 MR. Harriot alſo, in paſſing through their Towns, 
7 would ſhew them the Bible, and explain the Contents: 


= That in that Book was taught the true and only God, his 

© Omnipotence, the Doctrine of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 

a and the other principal Heads of our Religion. But he wag 

57 obliged to tell them, that there was no particular Virtue in 

f the material Book itſelf, but only in the DoCtrines, which 

it it contained. For they paid their Kind of Adoration to the 

e Book, by handling, hugging, and ki:iing it, and by apply- 

” ing it to their Head and Breaſt, and ſtroking it over the other 

5 Parts of their Body. 
1 2 Ax 


20 The HisTory of VIRGINIA. Book 1, 
1586. Ap here, if it were an Imputation worthy of Notice, 
G— I might tranſiently remark the great Injuſtice, done to this | 
| learned Mathematician and pious Scholar. For as Sir Tal- 
ter Ralegh was aſperſed with holding atheiſtical Principles, 
ſo it has bcen ſaid, that he imbibed them from this Mr, | 
Harriet, whom he retained in his Service with a handſome | 
Penſion, to teach him the mathematical Sciences at his lei- 
ſure Hours. But an orthodox Divine, Dr. Richard Corbet, 
afterwards a Biſhop, tells us, that Harriat's deep Mine was 
without Droſs. And Mr. George Chapman, another Con- 
temporary, a grave and virtuous Author, ſays, That his 
Judgment and Knowledge in all Kinds were deep and in- 
comparable, and as much to be admired, as his moſt blame- | 
leſs Life, and the right ſacred Expence of his Time, were 
to be honoured and reverenced. To which might be added | 
other Teſtimonies, which have been carefully collected by 
the diligent and induſtrious Mr. C/dys, in his accurate Life : 
of Sir Walter Ralegb, lately prefixed to his Hiſtory of the 
4 World; who likewiſe ſhews, that the famous French Phi- 
| loſopher, Deſcartes, borrowed much of his Light from this 
WW -.. excellent Mathematician ; and that the learned Dr. Wallis | 
| | gave the Preference to Harrict's Improvements, before De/- 
carte's, altho' he had the Advantage of coming after, and | 

being aſſiſted by him. 
| As to this groundleſs Aſperſion, the Truth of it perhaps 
N was, that Sir Malter and Mr. Harriet, were the firſt, who | 
ventured to depart from the beaten Tract of the Schools, 
and to throw off and combat ſome hoary Follics and tradi- 
| tionary Errors, which had been riveted by Age, and ren- 
1 dered ſacred and inviolable in the Eyes of weak and preju- 
[' diced Perſons. Sir Walter is ſaid to have been firſt led to 
3 this, by the manifeſt Detection, from his own Experience, 
| of their erroneous Opinions concerning the Torrid Zone; 
and he intended to have proceeded farther in the Search 
after more ſolid and important Truths, *till he was chid and 
, reſtrained by the Queen, into whom ſome Perſons had in- 
” fuſed a Notion, that ſuch Doctrine was againſt God. And 
this was ſufficient Ground for Men, zealous without Know- 
ledge, and ſtifly orthodox, with a Charity uſual to ſome 
ſuch in all Ages, to brand him with the odious Names of 
Atheiſt and Dei/? ; altho' he was an eminent Aſſertor of 
God and Providence, and has in many Parts of his Writings, 
eſpecially in the Hiſtory of the World, given ſtronger Evi- 
dences of his Chriſtian Faith, than any of his Detractors 

ever did of theirs. 

Mn. Lane and his Company carried home ſome Tobac- 
co, which, Cambden thinks, was the firſt, that ever was | 
BESS | brought 
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brought to Ergland. And Sir alter Ralegh, a Man of 156. 
Gaiety and Faſhion, readily gave into it, and by his In 
tereſt and Example, ſoon brought it into ſuch Vogue at 

Court, that many great Ladies, as well as Noblemen, made 

no Scruple ſometimes to take a Pipe. We are not inform- 

ed, whether the Queen made Uſe of it herſelf ; but it is 

certain, ſhe gave great Countenance and Encouragement 

to it, as a Vegetable of ſingular Strength and Power, which 

might therefore prove of Benefit to Mankind, and Advan- 


is tage to the Nation. So far, as Mr. O!dys well obſerves, 
n- was this wiſe Princeſs from the refined Taſte of her Suc- 
e- cedſſor, who held Tobacco in ſuch Abomination, that he 


re not only refuſed the Uſe of it himſelf, but endeavoured to 
ed FF deſtroy and ſuppreſs it among his Subjects, and would 
y thereby have robbed the Crown of what has fince proved 
fe one of its nobleſt Jewels and moſt conſiderable Revenues, 
ie and the Nation of a very advantageous and important Branch 
1- WF of Trade. 
is 88 S1R //alter Ralegb's Tobacco-Box, with fome of his 
is Pipes, was lately extant, and laid up among the Rarities in 
the Muſeum of that curious Antiquarian, the late Mr. Ralph 
d Thorefby, of Leeds, in Yorkſhire. There are alſo ſome hu- 
merous Stories ſtill remembered, concerning his firſt Uſe of 
Ys Tobacco; particularly his Wager with the Queen, that he 


0 would determine exactly the Weight of the Smoke which 
85 went off in a Pipe of Tobacco. This he did by firſt weigh- 
1 ing the Tobacco, and then carefully preſerving and weigh- 
1- ing the Aſhes ; and the Queen readily granted, that what 
u- was wanting in the prime Weight, muſt be evaporated in 
0 Smoke. And when ſhe paid the Wager, ſhe faid pleaſantly, 
e, that ſhe had heard of many Labourers in the Fire, that turn. 


ed their Gold into Smoke, but Ralegh was the firſt, wha 

h had turned his Smoke into Gold. It is alſo related, that a 

d Country Servant of his, bringing him a Tankard of Ale 

* and Nutmeg into his Study, as he was intently engaged at 

d his Book, ſmoaking a Pipe of Tobacco, the Fellow was ſo * 

% frightened at ſeeing the Smoke reek out of his Mouth, that 

he threw the Ale into his Face, in order to extinguiſh the 

Fire, and ran down Stairs, alarming the Falimy, and cry- 

ing out, His Maſter was on Fire, and before they could get 

up, would be burnt to Aſhes. a. 
Bur whilſt Mr, Lane and the Colony were in the above- | «aj 

mentioned Streights and Difficulties in America, Sir Walter 

Ralegh was not idle at home. He provided a Ship of an 

hundred Tons, and loaded her with plenty of all things 

neceſlary for the Settlement; but it being Eaſter before ſhe 

departed, Mr, Lane and his Company had ſhipped theme 
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ſelves for England in Sir Francis Drake's Fleet, a few Days 


before her Arrival. Having therefore ſpent ſome Time in 


ſeeking them up the Country without Effect, they returned 
that Summer to England, with all their Proviſion. 

THOSE Authors who will have Sir Walter Ralegh to 
have been in Virginia, ſay, that he came upon this Voyage, 
But the Conduct of it was ſo weak and trifling, that I can- 
not he eaſily induced to believe it agrecable to a Perſon of 
his Senſe and Reſolution ; who, had he been there, would 


certainly have made ſome vigorous Scarches and Enquiries, 


and left ſome uſeful] Remarks on the Country, as he did in 
his Voyage to Guiana, Indeed it does not appear, that Sir 


Walter was ever in his Colony himſelf. The only Authori- 
ty of Weight for it, that I have met with, is the "Tranſlation RF 
of Mr. Harriot's "I reatiſe, which mentions the Actions of 
thoſe, qui Generoſum D. Walterum Ralcgh in eam regionem 
camitati ſunt. But this, I am inclined to think, muſt be 
an Error of the Tranſlator, who ſeems to have been a 


Frenchman, and might not therefore perfectly underſtand 
our Lenguage; and 1 could never yet get a Sight of Har- 
riot's original Diſcourſe, which was written in Engliſh, but 
have been obliged to make Uſe of the Latin Tranſlation, 
publiſhed by De Bry, at Frankfort, 1590. But if Mr. 
Heockluyt ever was in Virginia, as we are cxpreſly told by 
De Bry, it muſt have been, I think, either in this Voyage, 


or that immediately following by Sir Richard Greenwil, of | 


which we have ſuch brief and ſummary Accounts. For it 
15 not to be ſuppoſed, that a Perſon of his Figure and Con- 
fideration, would have been entirely paſſed over in the 
full and particular Relations, that we have of all the other 
Voyages. 
ABOUT a Fortnight after the Departure of this Skip, 
Sir Richard Greenvil arrived with three Ships more, well 

rovided ; but he neither found that Ship, according to his 
Bre nor could hear any News of the Colony, which 
he himſelf had ſeated and left there the Year before. "There- 
fore, after travelling in vain up and down to ſeek them, 
finding their Habitation abandoned, and being unwilling to 
loſe the Poſſeſſion of the Country, he landed fifty Men on 
the Iſland of Reanze, plentifully furniſhed with all Provi- 
ſions for two Years, and ſo returned to England. 

THESE unlucky Croſſes and Accidents gave Occaſion 
to many Perſons to diſcant on their Procecdings, to the 
Diſparagement of Sir Richard G) eenvil, But their Cenſure 
was very unjuſt. For to plant Colonics abroad, and to dif- 
fuſe and propagate our Nation and our Trade, is certainly 
a moſt princely and noble Enterprize, and highly worthy a 

| Perſon 
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Perſon of his eminent and illuſtrious Family. And indeed 
he ſeems to have embarked in the Affair with great Hearti- 
gneſs and Reſolution, and to have hazarded and expoſed his 
Perſon very N in the Proſecution of it. And it was upon 
Occaſion of theſe Murmurs and Reports, that Mr. Hariot 
W wrote and publiſhed his Diſcourſe, before mentioned. 

Tux next Year, three Ships were ſent, under the Com- 
mand of Mr. Jahn White, who was appointed Governor of 
the Colony, with twelve Aſſiſtants, as a Council. To theſe 
Sir Walter Ralegh gave a Charter, and incorporated them 
by the Name of the Governor and Aſſiſtants of the City of 
Ralegb in Virginia, with expreſs Directions to ſeat at Che- 
ſapeake ; which, however uſeful and important, they ne- 
vertheleſs diſobeycd and neglected. Having taken the old 
Route by the JYe/?-Indies, they had like to have been caſt 
away upon Cape-Fear, through the Error or Deſign of Si- 
mon Ferdinando. He had been with Captain Amidas in the 


of a Deſign to ruin the whole Voyage. But being prevent- 


ed by the Vigilancy of Captain Stabi, they arrived all 


l 4 lr La 2 4 * q 2 5 ; 7 1 »* i 7" "a 8 
12 a by, p 2 „ Þ Eg 5 2 . n ve + n . r 53 | 
* "7 A a, — * * SIO 4 p s n oof % 
* uf” s £ pH - ad * A *, G Ya 2 8 * „ 
N . . 


Ut ſafe at Hatteras the 22d of July. 
1, THE x went immediately to Reancke, to look for the 
r. fifty Men, left there by Sir Richard Greenvil, but they 
* found nothing but the Bones of a Man; and where the 
A Plantation had been, the Houſes were undeitroyed, but o- 
f 8 vergrown with Weeds, and the Fort defaced. They re— 
it fitted the Houſes ; and Mr. George How, one of the Coun- 
- WW cil, ſtragling abroad, was ſlain by the Indians. Soon after, 
e Captain Stafford, with twenty Men, and Manteo, who, I 
r belicve, had been again in England this Voyage, went to 
| Croatan, to enquire, if they could hear any News of the 
, Colony. There they underſtood, that Mr. Fw had been 
[ lain by ſome of /Yingina's Men of Daſſamonpeake ; that 
s F the fifty, left the Year before, had becn ſuddenly ſet upon 


by three hundred Indians, of Secotan, Aquaſcogoc, and Daſ- 
ſamonpeake ; that after a ſmall Skirmiſh, in which one Eu- 
gliſhman was lain, they retired to the Water Side, and hav- 
ing got their Boat, and taken up four of their Fellows ga- 
thering Crabs and Oyſters, they went to a ſmall Iſland by 
Hatteras; that they ſtaid there ſome time, but aſter de- 
parted they knew not whither. And with this Account, 
Captain Stafford returned to the Fleet at Hatteras. 
HowEveR, Mr. J/hite endeavoured to renew and keep 
up a good Underſtanding with the ſeveral Nations of [nd:ars 
on the Sea Coaſt. But finding his Offers of Friendſhip not 
much regarded, he reſolved no longer to defer his Revenge 
vn thoſe of Daſſammpeake. This Nation was ſeated right 


firſt Expedition; and being made Pilot in this, was ſuſpected 
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oppoſite to Roanoke Iſland, on the Main, in the Neck of 
Land, between the River now called Allegator, and the 
Narrows. About Midnight, Mr. J/hite ſet forward, with 
Captain Stafford, and twenty four Men, whereof antes 
was one, who was their Guide, and behaved himſelf as a 
moſt faithful Engliſhman. They landed by Break of Day, 
and having got beyond the Town, they aflaulted ſome In- 
dians that were ſitting by a Fire. One was ſhot through, 
and they hoped to have been fully revenged, but were ſoon 
undeccived, and found that they were their Friends of Cro- 
atan, come to gather their Corn, becauſe they underſtood, 
that the Daſſamonpeake Indians had fled after the Death of 
Mr. Hiw. Manteo, their Countryman, was grieved at the 
Miſtake ; but however, imputed it all to their own Folly. 

And ſo having gathered what was ripe, and left the reſt un- 
ſpoiled, they returned to Roanoke. 

ON the 13th of Augu/t, Manteo, according to Command 
from Sir Walter Ralegh, was baptized, and ſtiled Lord of 
Noanobe and Daſſamonpeake, in Reward of his Fidelity. And 
on the 18th, the Governor's Daughter, Wife to Ananias 
Dare, one of the Council, was delivered of a Daughter, 
which, being the firſt Child born there, was called Virginia. 
And ſoon after, there aroſe a Diſpute between the Gover- 
nor and his Aſſiſtants or Council, concerning a Perſon to 
be ſent to England to ſollicit Supplies. All refuſed, except 
one, who was thought very uncqual to the Buſineſs. At 
laſt, they unanimouſly pitched upon the Governor, as the 
fitteſt Perſon ; and having ſigned a Paper, teſtifying his Un- 
willingneſs to leave the Colony, they at length prevailed 
upon him, with much Importunity, to undertake it. Leav- 
ing therefore above an hundred Perſons on one of the Iſlands 
of Hatteras, to form a Plantation, he departed, and after 
many Croſſes and Difficulties, got firſt to Ireland, and from 
thence went to England. 

Ar this time, the Nation was in great Commotion and 
Apprchenſion of the SHaniſb Invaſion and invincible Arma- 
da, as it was vainly called, and the Queen caufed frequent 
Councils to be held, by the oldeſt and moſt experienced 
Commanders at Sea; and alſo appointed a Council of War, 
of ſuch Perſcns as were in highett Repute for military Skill 
and Knowlcdge, in order to put the Land Forces of the 
Kingdom in the beſt Poſture of Defence. For this Purpoſe 
were choſen the Lord Grey, Sir Francis Knellis, Sir Thomas 
Leighton, Sir Malter Ralegh, Sir John Norris, Sir Richard 
Greenvil, Sir Richard Bingham, Sir Roger Williams, and 
Ralph Lane, Eſq; late Governor of Virginia, who were 
therefore all entirely taken up with thoſe important Conſul- 

tations. 4; | How 
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} 
HowEVER, having laid a Plan of Operations, and made 2538. 


proper Diſpoſitions for the Defence of the Nation, Sir Wal- 
ter found Leiſure to fit out a ſmall Fleet for the Relief of 
the Colony, at Biadeſord, early the next Year, which was 
put under the Cominand of Sir Richard Greenvil, and only 
waited for a fair Wind. But the Alarm of the vaſt and 
formidable Armament, made by the King of Spain, enereaſ- 
ing, all Ships of Force, then in any Readineſs, received 
Orders from the State to ſtay in their Harbours, for the 
Defence of their own Country; and Sir Richard Ereenvil 
was perſonally commanded not to depart out of Cornwall, 
where Sir Walter Ralegh then was himſelf, muſtering and 
training the Forces, and performing other Duties 'of his 
Office, as Lieutenant of that County. However, Gover- 
nor I hite laboured fo ſtrenuouſly with them, that he ob- 
tained two ſmall Barks, and put to Sea from B:4deford, the 
22d of April, 1588. But theſe Veſſels, tho' of little Force, 
being more intent on a gainful Voyage, than the Relief of 
the Colony, ran in Chace of Prizes; till at laſt, one of 
them, mecting with two Ships of War, was, after a blood 
Fight, overcome, boarded, and rifled. In this maimed, 
ranſacked, and ragged Condition, ſhe returned to England 
in a Month's Time; and in about three Weeks after, the 
other aiſo returned, having perhaps taſted of the ſame Fare, 
at leaſt without performing her intended Voyage, to the 
Diſtreſs, and as it proved, the utter Deſtruction of the Co- 
lony in Virginia, and to the great Diſpleaſure of their Patron 
at home. 

InESsE Diſappointments gave much Vexation to Sir 
Il alter Ralegh, who had by this Time expended, as we 
are authentically aſſured, not leſs than forty thouſand Pounds, 
upon the Enterpriſe. He had alſo, not long before, re- 
ceived, as a Reward for his great Services in the {riþ 
Wars, a very large Grant, out of the Earl of Deſinond's 
Lands there; the Terms of which he fairly and honeſtl 
endeavoured to fulfil, by planting thoſe Lands with Enelih, 
and made Uſe of none of the Arts and Frauds, which others 
of thoſe Grantecs were charged withal. So that this great 
Bounty of the Queen was at preſent rather a Burthen and 
Charge to him, than any real Profit or Advantage. Beſides 
which, he was among the foremoſt of the military Geniuſes 
of that time, who were fired with the Spaniſh Invaſion, and 
proſecuted the War againſt them with great Coſt and In- 
duſtry, and with an incredible Courage and Succeſs. For 
all theſe Reaſons, Sir Malter Ral:gh made an Aſſignment, 
by Indenture, bearing Date the 7th of March, 1588-9, to 1589, 
Thomas Smith, (afterwards Sir Thomas Smith, and a P 2 
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"ſon of Note in the Sequel of this Hiſtory) with other Mer- 
chants and Adventurers of London, and to Governor V hite, 


and other Gentlemen, for continuing the Plantation of Vir— 
ginia. By this Indenture, he grants to the ſaid Themas 
Smith, John White, and the reit, according to a Charter, 
formerly granted for the City of Ralegh, free Liberty to 
carry to Virginia, and there inhabit, ſuch of her Majeſty's 
Subjects, as would willingly accompany them ; as alſo to 
them their Heirs, or Aſſigns, free Trade and Traffick to 
and from Virginia, or any other Part of America, where 
the ſaid Sir Walter, his Heirs, or Aſſigns, did, or might 
claim any Intereſt, Title, or Privilege. And he did far- 
ther, for their Encouragement, and for the common Utility, 
freely and liberally give them one hundred Pounds, to be 
employed for planting the Chriſtian Religion in thote bar- 
barous and heathen Countrics. 

AND thus Sir Valter Ralezh, having diſengaged him- 
ſelf for the preſent from this burthenſome and expenſive 
Affair, gave a Looſe to his martial Genius, and bent his 
whole I houghts againſt the Sani ds, which ſoon became 
the fixed and ruling Paſſion of his Nature; as abaſing the 
exorbitant Power of France, and preventing its ill Confe- 
quences on the Liberties of Eurepe, did, in later Times, 
engroſs all the Thoughts and Inchnations of King Milliam, 
and was the principal Aim of moſt of his Steps, and Actions. 
And although this Compariſon may be thought very une- 
qual with Relation to the Power and Dignity of the two 
Perſons, yet it will, I think, be found juit and exact with 
Reſpect to their Inclinations and Deſigns. For no Man of 
that Age was more deeply ſenſible of the pernicious Conſe- 
quences of the Span;h Power and Aims, or was more eager 
and aſſiduous in ſpeaking, writing, and acting againft tem, 
than Sir alter Ralegh. | 

Bur theſe new Aſſignees were not ſo diligent and care- 
ful of the Buſineſs, as they ought to have been. For it was 
a Year after, March, 1589-90, before any thing was un- 
dertaken by them for the Relief of the Colony. Then Mr. 
White, with three Ships, ſet Sail from Plimouth ; and paſ- 
ſing by the V eſi-Indies, they ſtaid ſome time there, to per- 
form ſome Exploits, as they call them, which was to at- 
tack and plunder the Spaniards, among whom they got a 
conſiderable Booty. On the 3d of Augu/?, they fell in with 


ſome low ſandy Iflands, to the IV:/tward of Mococon. From 


thence they went to Creatan, and ſo to Hatteras, There 
they defcried a Smoke, at the Place, where the Colony had 
been left three Years before. The next Morning, they 


diſcharged ſome Cannon, to give Notice of their Arrival z 
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and having fitted out two Boats, Captain Cooke and Captain 
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Spicer went aſhore, but found no Man, nor the Sign of — 


any, that had been there lately. The next Day, they 
prepared to go to Reanche ; but the Wind being hard 
at North-Eaſt, one of the Boats, in paſſing a Bar, was half 
filled with Water, and the other overſet. Captain Spicer, 
with ſix more, were drowned ; but four, who could ſwim 
a little, and did not truſt themſclves to their Legs on the 
Shoals, but kept in deep Water, were ſaved by the Care 
and Dexterity of Captain Cze#e in the other Boat. This 
Accident ſo diſcomfited the Sailors, that they could hardly 
be prevailed upon to make any farther Scarch for the Colo- 
ny. But indeed, conſidering the Shoals and Dangers, with 
their Ionorance and Inexperience of the Coaſt, which they 
unfortunately happened upon in this their firſt Attempt to- 
wards a Settlement, it 1s rather to be wondered, that they 
mct not with more Accidents and Misfortunes, than they 
rcally did. | 

THE Sailors being at length encouraged by the For- 
wardncſs and Readineſs of their Captains, two Boats more 
were fitted out for Hatteras, with nineteen Men. When 
Mr. II hite left the Colony three Years before, they talked 
of going fifty Miles up into the Main; and it had been 
agreed between them, that if they left the Place, where 
they then were, they ſhould write the Name of the Place, 
to which they went, on ſome Iree, Door, or Poſt ; and 
if they had been in any Diſtreſs, they ſhould ſignify it, by 
making a Croſs over it. When they landed therefore, they 
ſounded a Trumpet, but received no Anſwer ; and going up 
to the Fire, they found, it was nothing but the Graſs and 
ſome rotten Trees burning. Then ſearching up and down 
the Iſlend, they at laſt found three fair Roman Letters 
carved, C. R. O. but without any Sign of Diſtreſs ; and 
looking farther, they ſaw CROATAN, carved in fair 
Capital Letters on one of the chict Poſts, but ſtill without 
the Croſs, as a Sign of Diſtreſs. Their Houſes were taken 
down ; and an high Palifado built, after the Manner of a 
Fort. "They likewiſe found, where their Goods had been 
buried; but many of them had been dug up, and ſcattered 
about, and all were ſpoiled; yet Mr. J/hite knew and 
diſtinguiſhed ſeveral of his own among them. With this 
Joyful Diſcovery, as they hoped, of where they were, they 
returned to their Ships ; but had like to have been caſt away 
by a violent Storm, that continued all that Night. 

THE next Morning, weighing Anchor for Croatan, 
which was an Indian Town on the South Part of Cape 
Look-aut, one of their Cables broke, and carried off * 
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1590. ther Anchor with it. But letting go their third, the Shi 


went fo faſt adrift, that ſhe was very near ſtranding. Dit. 
couraged with theſe Misfortunes, and having but one An- 
chor left, and their Proviſions near ſpent, they gave over 
all thoughts of farther Search for the preſent, and deter- 
mined to go to the I e-Indies, to winter and refreſh them- 
ſelves (chiefly perhaps with more Spaniſb Plunder) and to 
return in the Spring, to ſeek their Countrymen. But the 
Vice-Admiral was obſtinately bent upon going directly for 
England; and the Wind being contrary, the reſt were 
obliged, within two Days, to make for the lern- lands, 
where they arrived the 23d of September 1590, and met 
with many of the Queen's Ships, their own Confort, and 
divers others. But many ſuſpected, that private Intereft 
was the chief Occaſion of their Failure in this Undertaking 
and that the Riches, gotten from the Spaniards in the He- 
Indies, was the true Reaſon of their Return, for which the 
Storm only furniſhed them with a colourable Pretext. 
However it is certain, that the Aſſignees made no farther 
Search, nor gave themſclves any other Trouble about the 
Matter; but theſe poor Souls were baſely deſerted by them, 
and left a Prey to the barbarous Savages, neither were they 
ever ſeen or heard of afterwards. | 
THe following Year 1591, Sir Richard Greenvil was 
ſent, by the Queen, Vice-Admiral to the Lord Thomas 
Howard, with ſeven Ships of War, and a few other ſmall 
Veſlels, to intercept the Spaniſh Plate-Fleet. At the A- 
zores, this ſmall Squadron was ſurpriſed by hf ty three capital 
Ships, purpoſely ſent from Spain; and Sir Richard Greenvil, 
who was unwilling to leave a great Part of his Men, then 
on Shore for Water and other Neceſſaries, to the Inſolence 
and Barbarity of the Iflanders, ſtaid ſo long in getting them 
off, that he was hemmed in between the Enemy's Fleet 
and the Iſland of Flores. In this dangerous Situation, he 
ſcorned to ſhew any Signs of Fear, or to owe his Safety to 


Flight; but he bravely bore down upon the Enemy, and 


endeavoured to break through them, in which Attempt he 
maintained a gallant and obſtinate Fight, with the beſt of 
the Spaniſh Ships, for fifteen Hours together. He was at 
once laid aboard by the Sz. Philip, a Skip of fifteen hundred 
Tons and ſeventy eight large Pieces of 5 — and four 
other of the ſtouteſt Ships in the Spaniſh Fleet, full of Men, 
in ſome two hundred, in ſome five hundred, and in others 


eight hundred Soldiers, beſides Marmers; and he never had 


leſs than two large Galleons by his Side, which from time 
to time, were relieved by freſh Ships, Men, and Ammunt- 
tion. Yet he behaved himſelf with ſuch uncommon Bra- 
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very and Conduct, that he difabled ſome, ſunk others, and 


obliged them all to retire. Neither did he ever leave the wy 


Deck, tho' wounded in the Beginning of the cloſe Fight, 
till he received a dangerous Wound in the Body by a Muſket 
Bullet. When he went down to have it drefled, he re- 
ceived another Shot in the Head, and his Surgeon was killed 
by his Side. By this time alſo moſt of his braveſt Men 
were ſlain, his Ship much diſabled, his Deck covered with 
Dead, and Wounded, and ſcattered Limbs, and his Powder 
ſpent to the "_ laſt Barrel. Yet in this Condition he 
ordered the Veſſel to be ſunk, but it was prevented by the 
reſt of the Officers ; tho* many of the Crew joined with 
him, and the Maſter-Gunner, if he had not been reſtrained, 
would have killed himſelf, ſooner than fall into the Hands 
of the Spamiards, When the Ship, or rather Wreck, 
was ſurrendered, Sir Richard was carried on board the 
Spanih Admiral, where he died within two Days, highly 
admired by the very Enemy, for his extraordinary Courage 
and Reſolution. And when he found the Pangs of Death 
approach, he ſaid to the Officers, that ſtood round him, 
in the Spaniſh Tongue : Here die I, Richard Greenvil, 
with a joyful and quiet Mind, having ended my Life like a 
true Soldier, that fought for his Country, Queen, Religion, 
and Honour: Thus ſumming up, in ſhort, all the generous 
Motives, that fire the Breaſts of the truly Brave and Great, 
to exert themſelves beyond the common Pitch of Huma- 
auty. 

Ns D ſuch was the gallant End of this noble Gentleman, 
who, next to Sir Walter Ralegh, was the principal Perſon 
concerned in this firſt Adventure of Virginia. He was a 
Man eminently fitted to ſerve his Country, in Peace or 
War, by Land or Sea, and was ſo deeply rooted in the 
Affection and Eſteem of his illuſtrious Kinſman, Sir Walter 
Ralegh, that he honoured his Death with a particular Rela- 
tion of the AQtion by his own excellent Pen, which he 
cauſed to be immediately printed the latter End of the ſame 
Year 1591, to obviate ſome Aſperſions, caſt upon him by 
ſome of the Spaniards, The reft of the Engliſh Ships 
having Sea-Room, fought bravely, and did every thing, 
that could be expected from valiant Men, whilſt they had 
the Advantage of the Wind. The Lord Howard was for 
even hazarding the whole Fleet in the Reſcue of Sir Richard 
Greenvil, and for charging up to the Place, where he was 
engaged. But he was over-ruled by the other Officers, 
whoſs Prudence is commended even by Sir Malter Ralegh z 
altho* no Perſon can certainly ſay, 7 think, what might 
have been the Event, had ſix Ships of War more beſides 
| the 
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159i. the Privateers, fallen upon an Enemy, whom one Ship alone 
had for fo long a time kept in ſuch warm Action. When 
the Night parted them from the Enemy, they all went off 
ſafe, and in their Way home took ſeveral rich Prizes. Sir 
Richard's Ship too, the Revenge, of 500 Tons Burthen, 
and about 20 Iron Guns, made good her Name. For a few 
Days aſter ſhe foundered at Sea, and drowned two hundred 
Spaniards, who had been put aboard to carry her to Spain. 
Bur vir Walter Ralegh, being, by the above-mentioned 
Aſſignment, eaſed in ſome Meaſure of the Undertaking of 
Virginia, was ſoon engaged by his active and enterpriſing 
Genius in other Adventures and Diſcoveries. He contri- 
buted generouſly towards the Diſcovery of the Nerth-I It 
Paſſage, and other things of the like Nature. But having 
loft his Royal Miſtreis's Favour, by debauching one of her 
Maids of Honour, whom he afterwards married, he under- 
took in Perſon, in the Year 1595, the Voyage and Diſco- 
very of Guiana, a rich Country up the River Oronague, in 
South America, After his Return, he wrote a moſt excel- 
lent Diſcourſe upon his Expedition, in which his chief Aim 
was to engage the Queen and Nation in the Proſecution of 
the Enterpriſe, and Settlement of the Country. But all 
his Reaſons were overpowered by the Envy of ſome great 
Men to his Perſon and Merit; and altho' he was reſtored 
to the Queen's Favour, yet he could never get any thing 
done to Effect in this important and judicious Deſign. 
However he never quitted it himſelf, but ſent twice imme- 
diately after, to make farther Diſcoveries, and to keep up 
the good Diſpoſitions of the Natives towards the Engliſh. 
Even after his Fall, and when he was in the Tower, he 
found Means to continue this Deſign ; and his laſt Voyage 
thither, after his Rcleaſe, with the fatal Conſequences of 
it, is too well known, to need a particular Relation here. 
Neither was he, notwithſtanding the Aſſignment, negligent 
or forgetful of the Colony, which had been ſeated in ging 
upon his Account. For he ſent five ſeveral Times, to ſearch 
after, and relieve them; an laſt he diſpatched Samuel Mace 
of Weymouth, in March 1602. But he, like all the reſt, 
rformed nothing, but returned with idle Stories and fri- 
volous Allegations. | 
HowEveR, theſe Efforts of Sir Valter were only in- 
tended to recover and bring off thoſe poor People, and no 
ways in Proſecution of his firſt Deſign of ſettling a Colo- 
ny. So that all Thoughts of Virginia were abandoned, 
and the Project lay dead for near twelve Years, when it 
was revived by Captain Partholomew Goſnold, who under- 
took a Voyage thither, and ſet Sail from Dartmouth, þ 
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the twenty ſixth of March 1602, in a ſmall Bark, with 
thirty two Men. He kept as far North as the Winds would 
permit and was the firſt that came in a direct Courſe to 
America. | 

On the 11th of May, being about the Latitude of forty 
three, they made Land, on the Coaſt of New-England, as 
it hath been ſince called, But as all this Continent bore 
the Name of Florida, till the Diſcovery of the Engliſh in 
1584, ſo afterwards all that Tract of Country, from 34 to 
45 Degrees of Northern Latitude, was called Virginia, till 
from different Settlements it got different Names. "The 
Land was low ; the Shore white Sand, and rocky, yet over- 
grown with fair and ſtately Trees. Coming to an Anchor, 
eight Indians, in a Shallop, with Maſt and Sail, came boldly 
on board them. By their Signs, and by the Shallop and 
other things, which they had, they judged, that ſome Biſ- 
cayneers had been hſhing there. But finding no good Har- 
bour, they weighed, and ſtood to the Southward into the 
Sea. The next Morning, they found themſelves embayed 
with a mighty Head-land ; and going to the neighbour! 
Hills, they perceived it to be Part of the Continent, almo 
environed with Iflands. Here, in a few Hours, they caught 
more Cod, then they knew, what to do with ; from whence 
the Place obtained the Name of Cape- Cod. And they thence 
alſo concluded, that a good Fiſhery might be found there, 
in the Months of March, April, and ths. 

SOON after they went to the Iſlands, and anchored near 
one of them. They found it four Miles in Compaſs, with- 
out Houſe or Inhabitant. In it was a Lake, near a Mile in 
Circuit ; and the reſt ſo overgrown with Vines, which co- 
vered all the Trees and Buſhes, that they could ſcarce paſs 
through them. They likewiſe found Plenty of Strawber- 
Ties, Raſberries, Gooſberries, and divers other Fruits in 
Bloom, and therefore called the Iſland Martha's Vineyard. 
They then viſited the reſt of the Ifles, and found them re- 
pleniſhed with the like Products. One they named Elixa- 
beth's Iſland, in Honour to their ancient Sovereign, in which 
they planted Wheat, Barley, Oats, and Peaſe, which ſprung 
up nine Inches in fourteen Days. From hence they went 
to the Main, where they ſtood for ſome time raviſhed at the 
Beauty and Dclicacy of the Country. But ſoon after re- 
turning to Elizabeth's Iſland, they ſpent three Weeks in 
building a Houſe, in a ſmall Iſland of about an Acre of 
Ground, which ſtood in the Midſt of 'a large Lake of freſh 


Water, about three Miles in Circumference. © 7 


TRE ſaw ſeveral of the Natives, with whom they 
made mutual Preſents, and had ſome ſmall Trafficx. They 
wee 
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were of an excellent Conſtitution of Body, active, ſtrong, 


wy — healthful, and very ingemous, as divers of their Joys teſti- 


fied. The baſer Sort would ſteal, but thoſe of better Rank 
were very civil and juſt, Not one of the Engliſh was af- 
feed with any Sickneſs ; but they rather grew more health 

and ftrong, notwithſtanding their bad Diet and Lodging. 


Twelve had reſolved to ſtay ; but, conſidering how meanly | 


they were provided, they were at laſt all obliged to leave 
this Iſland, not without much Sorrow and Reluctancy, and 
arrived at Exmouth the 23d of July. a 

THE Begining of the next Year, died that ever- memo- 
rable and glorious Princeſs, Queen Elizabeth, and was fuc- 
ceeded by King James VI. of Scotland. He was fcarce 
warm in his Throne, before, as a Preſage of his future weak 
and inglorious Reign, he confined Sir Malter Ralegh in the 
Tower, for a moſt myſterious and inextricable Plot. This 
great Man, as he was the firſt Undertaker and Mover of 
theſe Diſcoveries, is uſually looked upon as the Founder and 
Farther of our Country. And indeed we are proud to own 
for ſuch, a Perſon of his diſtinguiſhed Merit and Parts, 
who was one of the brighteſt Ornaments of his Age and 
Country, highly in the Favour and Efteem of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, and afterwards the Sacrifice of her mean and puſil- 
lanimous Succeſſor. But yet it muſt be confeſſed, that his 


Adventurers touched but once, and then flightly, on our 


Country; but ſtill kept on in the ſame unfortunate Tract, 
on the ſhoaly and importuous Coaſt of North-Carolina. 
Altho' his Judgment ſoon diſtinguiſhed from the Accounts, 
he received, the Advantages of Cheſapeake for ſeating his 
Capital City of Ralegh ; and had his Orders been followed, 
it might perhaps have given a quite different Turn to the 
Affairs of the Colony. For it would not only have freed 
them from the Hazards and Difficulties, they encountered 
on that dangerous Coaſt, and every where have ſupplied 
them with ſafe and convenient Harbours, but would have 
naturally led them to the Search and Difcovery of one of 
the * commodious Countries perhaps in the World, for 
Shipping and Veſſels. 

THE ſame Year 1603, by the Perſuaſions of Mr. 
Richard Hackluyt (a curious and inquiſitive Gentleman, and 
ſoon after a Prebend of Veſtminſter, who publiſhed the 
noted Collection of Voyages and Travels) the Mayor and 
Aldermen, with moſt of the Merchants of Bri/tel, raiſed a 
Stock of a thouſand Pounds, and fitted out two Veſſels. 
But firſt they obtained the Leave and Permiſſion of Sir 
Falter Ralegh, as Proprietor of the Country, to make 


Diſcoveries in Virginia. Martin Pring was made Captain, 
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nderſtanding Gentlemam and able Mariner; and Robert 1603. 
Salers, who bad been with Captain Goſnold the Year be- —ů— 


fore, was appointed his Aſſiſtant and Pilot. But as, for the 
moſt Part, they followed Captain Goſnold's Courſe, their 
Diſcoveries were nothing extraordinary or difterent from his; 

Bur another Bark was this Year ſent from London, un- 
der the Command of Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, who 
had likewiſe been with Captain G,. After ſome ſmall 
Trade in the Veſt-Indies, they fell in with the Coaſt of 
America in about 37 Degrees of Northern Latitude ; and 
ſome Authors ſay, they run up into Cheſapeake Bay, where 
the Captain, going aſhore, was killed with four of his Men. 
This ſtruck ſuch a Damp and Diſcouragement into the reſt, 
that they immediately weighed Anchor, and returned to 
England, without any further Attempt or Diſcovery. 

Two Years after, Captain George Weymouth was ſent by 
the Earl of Southampton and the Lord Arundel of Warder, 
to make Diſcoveries on the Coaſt of Virginia. He intend- 
ed to the Southward of 39; but was forced by the Winds 
farther Northward, and fell among ſome Shoals in 41 Deg. 
20 Min. But having happily diſengaged themſelves, on the 
18th of May they made Land. It appeared to be a main 
high Land, but they found it an Iſland of fix Miles in 
Compaſs. From thence they could diſcern the Continent 
and very high Mountains; and coaſting among the Iſlands, 
adjoining to the Main, they found an excellent Harbour. 
They dug a Garden the twenty ſecond of May; and among 
their Sceds, they ſowed Barley and Peaſe, which grew up 
eight Inches in Grivon Days; altho' they judged the Mould 
much inferior to what they found afterwards on the Main. 
On the 3oth of May, the Captain with thirteen more, went 
to view and diſcover the Continent ; and having found a 
fair River, running up into the Country, they returned 
back to bring in the Ship. What River this was, and 
what Part of the American Coaſt they fell upon, is difficult 
to determine exactly, For their neglecting to tell us what 
Courſe they ſteered, after they were diſengaged from the 
Shoals, renders it . doubtful, whether they fell in with ſome 
Part of the Maſſuchuſet's Bay; or rather farther Southard, 
on the Coaſt of Rhode-1fland, Naraganſet, or Connecticut; 
altho* I am moſt inclined to believe; this River was either 
that of Naraganſet or Connecticut; and the Iſland, what is 
now called Blxck#-I/land. However it is certain, that Ola- 


mixon, (the Author of the Book, entitled, The Britiſh Em- 


pire in America) according to his uſual Cuſtom, is here 
moſt egregiouſſy bewildered and loſt. For after having, 
injudicioufly enough, determined the ſmall Ifland they firſt 
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made, of fix Miles in Compaſs, to be Long-1/and, on the 
Coaſt of New-York, he immediately after, with {till greater 
Abſurdity and Groſneſs, calls this the River of Powhatan, 
yr vs River, to the Southward, as he ſays, of the Bay 
of Cheſapeake, 

WREN Captain JYeymouth returned aboard, he found, 


that the [ndians had contracted an Acquaintance with his 


Crew ; that they had had ſome ſmall Trade together ; and 
that there was much outward Shew of Kindneſs and Civi- 
lity between them. For as the Englih intended to inhabit 
their Country, and as it was the chief Deſign of the noble 
Adventurers, who had ſent them, to propagate Chriſtianity 
among thoſe barbarous People, they uſed them very kindly ; 
and exchunging. Hoſtages, would ſometimes lie aſhore with 
them, and they ſometimes aboard with the Enghſh. At laſt 
they were very preſſing with the Captain, to go to the Main, 
to trade with their Baſhabes, or chief Lord. He accord- 
ingly manned his Boat with fourteen Hands, and attended 
them. But having plainly diſcovered their Treachery, and 
that it was only a Stratagem to cut them off, he ſeiſed five, 
and ever afterwards treated them with great Civility, but 
never more truſted them. 

Havinc ſpent ſome time in ſounding all the Iſles, 


Channels, and Inlets, and found four ſeveral Ways of bring- 


ing a Ship into the Bay, they at laſt ran theirs twenty fix 
Miles up the River. They found, it lowed eighteen Feet, 
was a Mile wide forty Miles from the Mouth, had a bold 
Channel from fix to ten Fathom deep, and every half Mile 


beautiful Coves and Harbours, ſome of them to contain an 


hundred Sail of Veſſels. The Land was very rich, tend- 
ing all along in an equal Plain, neither mountainous nor 
rocky, but verged with a green Border of Graſs ; and the 
Woods were large and tall, and delightfully watered with 
many freſh Springs and Rivulets. Leaving their Ship, they 
went ſeven Miles higher than the ſalt Water flowed, and 
then marched towards the Mountains. But the Weather 
was ſo hot, and the Fatigue ſo great, that having erected 
a Croſs, they willingly returned to their Ship. Soon after, 
they failed for England, and arrived at Dartmouth the 18th 
of July; carrying with them the five Indians, taken by the 
Captain, whereof one was a Sagamo, or Commander, and 
three others, Perſons of Figure and Diſtinction in their own 


Country. 
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- $$$$$$APTAIN Bartholomew Goſnold had made a 
x Voyage to the Northern Parts of Virginia, in 
5 C 8 the Vear 1602, as hath been before related. 
d 28 He was ſo wonderfully pleaſed with the Plea- 


Vs 
e Sb ſantneſs and Fertility of the Places he ſaw, 


n that, after his Return to England, he made it his Buſineſs. 
* to ſollicit all his Friends and Acquaintance, to join with him 
r in an Attempt to ſettle ſo delightful a Country. After ſome. 
e Years ſpent in vain, he at laſt prevailed with Captain Jahn 


h Smith, Mr. Edward-Maria Wingfield, the Rev. Mr. Robert 
y Hunt, and divers others, to join in the Undertaking. But 
d ſettling Colonies is an Enterpriſe of two great Burthen and 
r Expence for a few private Perſons ; and therefore after many 
d vain Projects, they applied themſelves to ſeveral of the No- 
: bility, Gentry, and Merchants, and by their great Charge 
h and Induſtry, recommended their Scheme ſo effectually to 
e them, that they came into it very heartily. | 
d AND firſt, Letters patent were obtained from King 1606. 
n James I. bearing Date the 1oth of April, 160, to Sir Tho- 
mas Gates, and Sir George Somers, Knights, Richard Hack- 
luyt, Clerk, Prebendary of Meſiminſter, Edivard- Maria 
Mingfield, with others unnamed, for the Southern Colony; 
E and to Thomas Hanham, and Ralegh Gilbert, Eſqrs, Wil— 
liam Parker, and George Popham, Gentlemen, and others 
nh D 2 unnamed, 


chat Tract of Country, from 34 to 45 


The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. Book II. 
unnamed, for the Northern Colony. NT Charter, all 
egrees of North 

Latitude, which then went under the common Name of 
Virginia, was divided into two Parts ; called the Firſt Co- 
lony and the Second. The Firſt or Southern Colony was 
ber ler for the City of London, and ſuch as would adven- 


ture with them, to diſcover and chuſe a Place of Settle- 


ment, any where between the Degrees of 34 and 41. The 
Second or Nortbern Part, was appropriated to the Cities 
of Brijlol, Exeter, Plimouth, and the JYeftern Parts of 
England, and all thoſe, that would adventure and join 
with them, to make their Choice, any where between the 
Degrees of 38 and 45 ; provided, there ſhould be at leaſt 
an hundred Miles Diſtance between the two Colonies. For 
each of them was to extend fifty Miles from the Place of 
their firſt Habitation, each way along the Coaſt. But I 
{hall make no Abſtract of this Charter, having cauſed it to 
be printed at large in the Appendix, to which I refer the 
Reader. 

Bur beſides this Chatter, the King gave divers Articles, 
Inſtructions, and Orders, under his Sign Manual, and the 
Privy Seal of England, dated the 2oth of November, 16063 
. wherein he eſtabliſhes and ordains a Council, under the 

Name of the King's Council for Virginia. This conſiſted 
af the following Perſons ; Sir William Wade, Lieutenant 
of the Tower of London, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Walter 
Cope, Sir George More, Sir Francis Popham, Sir Ferdinando 


Gorges, Sit John Trevor, Sir Henry Montagu, Recorder of | 


the City of London, and Sir William Romney, Knights ; 

ohn Dadderidge, Sollicitor General, and Thomas Warr, 

ſqrs; John Eldred, of the City of London, Thomas James, 
of Briſtol, and James Bagg, of Plimouth, in the County of 
Devon, Merchants. But theſe being ſoon found too few, 
and by Reaſon of the Diſtance of their Habitations from 
each other, difficult to be got together in any competent 
Number, his Majeſty, by an Ordinance dated the gth of 
March following, augmented this Council with Sir Thomas 
Challenor, Sir Henry Nevil, Sir Fulle Grevil, 5 
Scot, Sir Robert Manſel, Sir Oliver Cremwell, Sir Morris 
Berkeley, Sir Edward Michelborne, Sir Thomas Hoelcroft, Sir 
Thomas Smith, Clerk of the Privy Council, Sir Robert Kil- 
ligrew, Sir Herbert Croft, Sir George Copping, Sir Edwin 
Sandys, Sir Thomas Roe, and Sir Anthony Palmer, Knights, 
nominated to him by and on the Behalf of the firſt Colony; 
and with Sir Edward Hungerford, Sir Fohn Mallet, Sir John 
Gilbert, Sir Thomas Freake, Sir Richard Hawkins, and Sir 
| Barithclomew Mitchel, Knights; Themas Seamer, Bernard 
| Greenvil, 
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Greenvil, and Edward Rogers, Eſqrs; and Matthew Sutcliffe, 1606. 
Doctor of Divinity, and afterwards Dean of Exeter, nomi- 
nated to him by and on the Behalf of the ſecond Colony. 
IN this laſt Inſtrument, there was a Diſtinction and Se- 
paration made of the two Councils ; but in the former of 
| the 20th of November, Sir William Wade, and the reſt, 
were conſtituted his Majeſty's Council for both Colonies, 
„& for all Matters that ſhould happen in Virginia, or any the 
& Territories of America, between 34 and 45 Degrees of 
C North Latitude, according to the Purport and Tenor of 
& the Letters patent: That they ſhould have full Power 
cc and Authority, at the Pleaſure, and in the Name of his 
C Majeſty, his Heirs, or Succeſſors, to give Directions to 
& the Councils, reſident in America, for the good Govern- 
c ment of the People there, and for the proper ordering 
& and diſpoſing all Cauſes within the ſame, in Subſtance as 
« near to the Common Law of England, and the Equity 
& thereof, as might be; reſerving to his Majeſty, his Heirs 
& and Succeſſors, a Power to increaſe, altar, or change the 


- nM he ea EE LL AE ERAS EET. 


- © ſaid Council, at their Will and Pleaſure : And that this 
; & his Majeſty's Council in England, ſhould nominate and | 
> % appoint the firſt Members of the ſeveral Coyncils, to be 
1 & reſident in the Colonies. | 
t « THAT the ſaid Councils, reſident in the Colonies, or 
„ & the major Part of them, ſhould chuſe one of their own 
9 & Body, not being a Miniſter of God's Word, to be Preſi- 
f W gent of the ſame, and to continue in that Office by the 
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« Space of one whole Year, and no longer: And that it 
& ſhould be lawful for the major Part of the ſaid Councils, 
$ upon any juſt Cauſe, either of Abſence or otherwiſe, to 
remove the Preſident, or any other of the Council; and 
© in Caſe of Death or ſuch Removal, to elect another into 
<« the vacant Place: Provided always, that the Number of 
$ each of the ſaid Councils ſhould not exceed thirteen. 

«© THAT the ſaid Preſidents, Councils, and the Miniſters, 
de ſhould provide, that the true Word and Service of God 
& be preached, planted, and uſed, not only in the ſaid Co- 
& lonies, but alſo, as much as might be, among the Sava» 
90 Fes bordering upon them, according to the Rites and 
% Doctrine of the Church of England. 

« THAT they ſhould not ſuffer any to withdraw the 

% People of the ſaid Colonies from the Allegiance of the 
King, his Heirs, or Succeſſors; but ſhould cauſe all Per- 
be fons ſo offending, to be apprehended and impriſoned, till 
8s full and due Reformation, or if the Cauſe fo required, 
$* ſhould ſend them to England, with all convenient Speed, 
Vi there to receive cgndign Puniſhment, 

QZ « THAT 
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1606. 46 THAT all Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 
2 < ſhould be had, inhabited, and enjoyed, within the ſaid 
6 Colonies, as the like Eſtates are held and enjoyed, by the 

« Laws in England. 8 
«© THAT Tumults, Rebellion, Conſpiracy, Mutiny, 
c and Sedition, together with Murder, Manſlaughter, In- 
4 celt, Rapes, and Adultery, committed within any of the 
« Degrees aforeſaid, (and no other Offences) ſhould be 
c puniſhed by Death without Benefit of Clergy, except in 
« Caſe of Manſlaughter, to which Clergy ſhould be allow- 
cc cd; And that the ſaid Preſidents and Councils, within 
cc their ſeveral Limits and Precincts, ſhould have full Power 
& and Authority, to hear and determine concerning the 
cc ſaid Offences, in Manner and Form following; viz. by 
& 2 Jury of twelve honeſt and indifferent Perſons, returned 
« by proper Officers, and ſworn upon the Evangeliſts, who 
& ſhould, according to the Evidence given, upon their 
& Oath, and according to the Truth in their Conſciences, 
<< convict or aquit the ſeveral Perſons ſo accuſed, and 
ce tried by them: That every Perſon who ſhould volunta- 
c rily conf:ſ{s the ſaid Offences, or ſhould ſtand mute, and 
be refuſe to plead, or make direct Anſwer, ſhould be, and 
c be held as fully convicted of the ſame, as if he had been 
“ found guilty by the Verdict of the twelve Jurors afore- 
« ſaid : That the ſaid Preſidents and Councils, or the major 
t Part of them, within their ſeveral Precincts and Limits, 
& ſhould have full Power and Authority, to give Judgment 
« of Neath upon every ſuch Offender, without Benefit of 
« Clergy, except in Caſe of Manſlaughter only: And that 
4 no Perſon, ſo adjudged or condemned, ſhould be re- 
<< prieved, but by the Conſent of the ſaid Preſident and 
Council, or the major Part of them; nor ſhould receive 
c full Pardon, or be abſolutely diſcharged from the ſaid 
«« Offences, but by the Pardon of the King, his Heirs, or 
c Succeſiors, under the Great Seal of England: And final- 
cc ly, that all Perſons offending as aforcſaid, within the De- 
cc grees abovementioned, but out of the Precincts of their 
« own Colony, ſhould be tried and puniſhed in their pro- 

« per and reſpective Colony. Zh 

„THA the ſaid Preſidents and Councils, within their 
cc ſeyeral Precincts and Limits, ſhould have Power and Au- 
« thority, to hear and determine all other Wrongs, Treſ- 
&« paſſes, and Miſdemeanors whatſoever ; and on ſufficient 
« Proof upon Oath, ſhould reſpectively puniſh the Offen- 
& ders, either by reaſonable corporal Puniſhment and Im- 
cc priſonment, or elſe by awarding ſuch Damages, or other 
* Satisfaction, to the Parties aggrieved, as to them, or the 
FT 1 . : „ more 
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more Part of them, ſhould ſeem fit and convenient: And 


that the ſaid Preſidents and Councils ſhould have Power &-— 


to puniſh all Manner of Exceſs, through Drunkennefs 
or otherwiſe, and all loitering, idle, and vagrant Perſons, 
witl in their reſpective Precincts, according to their beſt 
Diſcretions, and with ſuch convenient Puniſhment, as 
they, or the moſt Part of them, ſhould think fit : That 
theſe judicial Proceedings ſhould be made ſummarily and 
verbally, without Writing, till they came to the Judg- 
ment or Sentence, which ſhould be briefly regiſtred into 
a Book, kept for that Purpoſe, together with the Cauſe, 
for which the ſaid Judgment or Sentence was given, ſub- 
ſcribed by the ſaid Preſident and Council, or by ſuch of 
them as gave the Judgment. 

« THAT for five Years, next after their landing on the 
Coaſt of Virginia, the ſaid ſeveral Colonics, and every 
Perſon thereof, ſhould trade altogether in one Stock, or 
in two or three Stocks at moſt, and ſhould bring all the 
Fruits of their Labours there, with all their Goods and 
Commodities from England or elſewhere, into ſeveral 
Magazines or Storehouſes, for that Purpoſe to be erected, 
in ſuch Order, Manner, and Form, as the Councils of 
the reſpective Colonies, or the more Part of them, ſhould 
preſcribe and direct: That there ſhould be annually cho- 
ſen by the Preſident and Council of each Colony, or the 
major Part of them, one Perſon of their Colony, to be 
Treaſurer or Cape-Merchant of the ſame, to take Charge 
of, and to manage, all Goods and Wares, brought into, 
or delivered out of, the faid Magazines ; upon whoſe 
Death, voluntary Reſignation, or Removal for any juſt 
and reaſonable Cauſe, it ſhould be lawful for the ſaid 
Preſident and Council, to elect any other, or others, in 
his Room: That there ſhould alſo be elected, by the 
ſaid Preſident and Council, two others (or more, if need 
be) Perſons of Diſcretion ; the one to enter into a Book, 
_ for that Purpoſe, all Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 
diſes, brought into; and the other to charge, in a like 
Book, all taken out of the ſaid Magazines or Storehouſes; 
which Clerks ſhould continue in their Places, only at the 
Will of the Preſident and Council of their reſpective 
Colony: And laſtly, that every Perſon of each of the ſaid 
Colonies, ſhould be furniſhed with Neceſſaries out of the 
ſaid Magazines, for the Space of five Years, by the Ap- 
pointment, Direction, and Order, of the Preſident and 
Council of their reſpective Colonies, or of the Cape- 
Merchant and two Clerks, or the major Part of them. 
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606, « THAT the Adventurers of the firit Colony ſhould 
2 chuſe, out of themſelves, one or more Companies, each 
&« conſiſting of three Perſons at the leaſt, to reſide in or 
& ncar London, or at ſuch other Place or Places, as the 
« Council for that Colony, for the tiine being, or the moſt 
« Part of them, during the ſaid five Years, ſhould think 
« fit: In the ſame Manner, that the Adventurers of the 
. « Sccond Colony ſhould chuſe the like Companies, to be 
c reſident at or near Plimouth, or at ſuch one, two, or 
« three other Places or Ports, as the Council for that Co- 
« Jony ſhould think fit: And that theſe minor Companies 
& ſhould, from time to time, take Care and Charge of the 
cc Trade, and an Account of all the Goods, Wares, and 
« Merchandiſes, that ihould be ſent from England to their 
« reſpective Colonies, and brought from the Colonies into 
« Englund, and of all other Things, relating to the Affairs 
6 and Profits of their ſeveral Companies. 

ar no Perſon ſhould be admitted to abide or re- 
© main in the ſaid Colonies, but ſuch as ſhould take, not 
„ caly the uſual Oath of Obedience, but alſo the Oath, 
& preictibed in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, holden at 
« Jeſtminjter in the fourth Year of his Majeſty's Reign, 
for duc Obedience to the King, his Heirs, and Succeſ- 
«« ſors. 

Har the Preſidents and Councils of the ſaid Colo- 
« nics, or the major Part of them, ſhould have Power to 
% confiitute, make, and ordain, from time to time, Laws, 
4 Ordinances, and Officers, for the better Order, Go- 
„ vernment, and Peace of their reſpective Colonics ; pro- 
« yided neverthclcſs, that thoſe Ordinances and Conſtitu- 
tions did not touch any Party in Life or Member: And 
ce that the ſaid Laws and Ordinances ſhould ſtand and con- | 
„ tinue in full Force, till the ſame ſhould be otherwiſe al- 

« tered or made void by the King, his Heirs, or Succeſſors, 
“ or by his Majeſty's Council in England for Virginia, or | 
by their own Council, there reſident : Provided always, 
6« that the ſaid Alterations {hould ſtand with, and be in 
« Subſtance contonant to, the Laws of England, or the 
« Equity thereof. 

6 5 HAT all Perſons ſhould kindly treat the ſavage and 
« heathen People in thoſe Parts, and uſe all proper Means 
« to draw them to the true Service and Knowledge of 
« God, and that all juſt and charitable Courſes ſhould be 
& tiken with ſuch of them, as would conform themſelves 
eto any good and ſociable Traffick, thereby the ſooner to 
& bring them to the Knowledge of God, and the Obedi- 

& cncc of the Kin „ his Heirs, and Succelſors, under ſuch 
«© ſevere 
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« ſevere Pains and Puniſhments, as ſhould be inflicted by 


ce the reſpective Preſidents and Councils of the ſeveral Co- 
& Jonies. 

« THAT as the ſaid Colonics ſhould, from time to 
« time, encreaſe in Plantation, the King, his Heirs, and 
c Succeſſors, ſhould ordain and give ſuch Order, and fur- 
« ther Inſtructions, Laws, Conſtitutions and Ordinances, 
c as by them ſhould be thought fit and convenient: Pro- 
« yided always, that they be ſuch as might ſtand with, and 
« be conſonant to the 1 of England, or the Equity 
< thereof. 

« AND laſtly, that his Majeſty's Council in England 
c for Virgina, ſhould take ſuch Oath, as ſhould be limited 
4e and appointed by the Privy Council; and cach Counſel- 
& lor, reſident in the Colomes, ſhould take ſuch Oath, as 
« ſhould be preſcribed by the King's Council in England 
« for Virginia: And that theſe, as well as all future Or- 
ce ders and Inſtructions of the King, his Heirs, or Succeſ- 
& ſors, ſhould be tranſmitted over to the ſeveral Councils, 
&« reſident in the ſaid Colonies, under the legal Seal of the 
« King's Council in England for Virginia.” 

THESE Articles contain ſeveral Things of an extraor- 
dinary Nature; which Sir n Randolph, in the Sketch, 
he has left of the Beginning of his Hiſtory of Virginia, pro- 
miſed afterwards to animadvert upon. I am no Lawyer, 
and therefore ſhall not preſume to enter deeply into the 
Matter. I ſhall only tranſiently remark, that, notwith- 
# ſtanding the frequent Repetition of the Laws of England, 
and the Equity thereof, his Majeſty ſeems, in ſome things, 
to have deviated groſly from them. He has certainly made 
ſufficient Proviſion for his own deſpotic e 2 and 
has attributed àn extravagant and illegal Power to the Pre- 
ſidents and Councils. For he has placed the whole Legiſ- 
lative Power ſolely in them, without any Repreſentative of 
the People, contrary tv a noted Maxim of the Engliſh 
Conſtitution ; That all Frecmen are to be governed by Laws, 
made with their own Conſent, either in Perſon, or by their 
Repreſentatives. He has alſo appointed Juries only in Caſes 
of Life and Death ; and has left all other Points, relating 
to the Liberty and private Property of the Subject, wholly 
to the Pleaſure and Determination of the Preſidents and 
Councils. Ke has indeed, agrecably to the Dictates of his 
own Nature, been expreſs enough with Reſpect to Rebel- 
lion, Conſpiracy, and other Offences immediately againſt 
the Magiſtrate ; but then he has been very ſparing in all 
other criminal Matters. For altho* he has made 1 
puniſhable with Death, contrary to the Laws of Erglan : 
| * | 5 
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and contrary to a greater, the Law of the Goſpel, in the 


noted Determination of our B. Saviour, concerning the 


Woman taken in Adultery ; yet he has paſſed over all the 
ſeveral Species of Robbery, Burglary, and Felony, with 
other Crimes, capital by the Laws of England, and de- 
clared, that none, but thoſe there ſpecified, ſhould be ſub- 
ject to the Puniſhment of Death. 

HOWE VER, furniſhed with theſe Powers and Autho- 
rities, the Firſt or Sauthern Colony, which ſtill retains the 
Name of Virginia, was undertaken and begun by ſeveral 
Noblemen, Knights, Gentlemen, Merchants and Citizens, 
in and about London; and they choſe Sir Thomas Smith, a 
very eminent and wealthy Merchant of London, their 'T rea- 
ſurer, to have the chief Management of their Affairs, and 
to ſummon and preſide in all Meetings of the Council and 
Company in England. He had been the chief of Sir Wal- 


ter Raligb's Aſſignees, and was either now, or ſoon after, 


Governor of the Eaſt-India Company; and had alſo been 
ſent, two Years before, his Majeſty's Embaſſador to the 
Emperor of Ruſſia. And next, having provided two Ships 
and a ſmall Bark, they committed the Tranſportation 
of the Colony to Captain Chriflepher Newport, who was 

Lattice of Ability and Experience on the A. 
merican Coaſts. For he had fourteen Years before, Anno 


1592, with much Reputation and Honour, conducted an 


Expedition againſt the Spaniards in the J/:/t- Indies ; where, 

with three Ships and a ſmall Bark, he took ſeveral Prizes, 

"eng and burnt ſome Towns, and got a conſiderable 
ooty. 

To him therefore, by an Inſtrument, bearing Date the 
Toth of December, 1606, under the legal Seal of the Coun- 
cil, they gave Power to appoint all Captains, Soldiers, and 
Mariners, and to have the ſole Charge and Command of 
the ſame, and of the whole Voyage, from the Date there- 
of, till they ſhould land on the Coaſt of Virginia; and in 
Caſe of his Death, the ſeveral Captains of the Ships and 
Bark were ordered and impowered, to proceed and carry 
them to the Coaſt of Virginia aforeſaid. To Captain New- 
Port, Capt. Barthclomew Goſnold, and Captain N Rat- 
cliffe, they alſo delivered: ſeveral Inſtruments, cloſe ſealed 
with the Conant Seal, which they, the Survivors, or Sur- 


vivor of them, ſhould, within twenty four Hours aſter 
their Arrival on the Coaft of Virginia, and not before, open 
and unſeal, and publiſh the Names of the Perſons, therein 
ſet down, who ſhould be declared and taken to be his Ma- 
jeſty's Council for that Colony: That the ſaid Council 
ſhould immediately proeced to the Choice and Nomination 


of 
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of a Prefident, who ſhould have two Votes in all Matters 
of Controverſy and Queſtion, where the Voices happened 
to be equal; and ſhould have full Power and Authority, 
with the Advice of the reſt of the Council, or the greater 
Part of them, to govern, rule, and command, all the Cap- 
tains and Soldiers, with all other Perſons whatſoever of the 


, ſaid Colony: And that the Preſident, immediately upon his 


Election, ſhould, in the Preſence of the Council, and of 
twenty others of the principal Adventurers in the Voyage, 
to be by the Preſident and Council called thereto, take 
his Oath, according to a Form preſcribed, to bear true Al- 
legiance to the King, and for the Performance of his Du 

in the Place and Office of Preſident ; after which he ſhould 
adminiſter the like Oath to each of the Council particularly. 
And finally, Captain Newport was commanded, with ſuch 
a Number of Men, as ſhould be aſſigned him by the Preſi- 
dent and Council, to beſtow two Months in the Search 


and Diſcovery of the Rivers and Ports of the Country, and 


to give preſent Order for the lading the two Ships (the Bark 
being deſigned to remain in the Country) with ſuch prin- 
cipal Commodities and Merchandiſe, as could there be had 
and found, and to return with the ſaid Ships, full laden, 
bringing a particular Account of every thing, by the laſt of 
May following, if God permit. 

To theſe Orders the Council added other Inſtructions, 
by way of Advice, concerning their ſtrict Obſervation of 
the above-mentioned Ordinances by the King's N 
delivered to them under the Privy Seal; concerning the 
Choice of a Place, and the Manner of ſeating themſelves; 
the neceſſary Orders and Methods of Diſcovery; their 
Caution 6 fg and Behaviour towards the Natives ; with 
various other Counſels and Directions for the better con- 
ducting themſclves and the Enterpriſe. And as the Coun- 
cil in England were ever ſollicitous and intent on the Diſco- 
very of the South-Sea, as the certain and infallible Way to 
immenſe Riches, they were commanded, if they happened 
to diſcover divers navigable Rivers, and among them any, 
that had two main Branches, if the Difference was not 
great, to make Choice of that which tended moſt towards 
the North-we/t ; ſince the other Sea, as they judged, would 
be ſooneſt found that Way. And they were to diſcover, if 
they could, whether the River, on which they ſeated, ſprung 
out of the Mountains or out of Lakes. For if it roſe from 


any Lake, it was likely, that the Paſſage to the other Sea 


would be the more eaſy, and that out of the ſame Lake 
7 might find ſome other Stream, running the contrary 
Way, towards the Ea/t-India, or South-Sea, And they 
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concluded laſtly and chiefly, that the Way to proſper and 
obtain Succeſs was to make themſelves all of one Mind, for 
their own and their Country's Good, and to ſerve and fear 
God, the Giver of all Goodneſs, fince every Plantation, 
which he did not plant, would certainly be rooted out. 

ALL theſe Orders and Inſtructions being put into a 
Box, they ſet Sail from Blackwall the 19th of December 
1606; but were kept fix Weeks on the Coaft of England 
by contrary Winds. Even then they neglected the Coun- 
cils laſt ſalutary Advice, concerning Unity and Concord 
among themſelves. For they began to fall into ſuch Fac- 
tions and Diſcords, as would have ruined the whole Voyage, 
had not Mr. Hunt, their Preacher, by his prudent Con- 
duct and pious Exhortation, allayed their Fury and Dif- 
ſenſion. That good Man, altho' he was fo fick and weak 
the whole Time, that few expected his Recovery, and had 
the additional Aggravation of being the principal Object of 
their Malice and Reproach, yet bore all with the utmoſt 
Meekneſs and Patience. And he never betrayed the leaſt 
ſeeming Deſire to leave the Buſineſs, altho* his Habitation 
was but twenty Miles from the Downs, but preferred the 
Service of God and his Country, in fo good a Voyage, be- 
fore all other private Reſpects or Contiderations whatſo- 
ever. 

As ſoon as they got clear of the Coaſt of England, they 
took the old Route by the Canaries, where they watered. 
Here their Quarrels and Diſſentions grew ſo high, that 
Captain Smith was ſeized and committed cloſe Prifoner. It 
was ſuggeſted by Mr. //ingficld and ſome others of the chief 
among them, who envied his Repute and Intereſt with the 


Company, that he intended to murder the Council, uſurp 


the Government, and make himſelf King of Virginia; and 
this, they pretended, would be atteſted and proved againſt 
him by ſeveral of his Confederates, who were diſperſed in 
all the three Ships. Upon theſe ſcandalous Suggeſtions, he 
was ſuſpected, and kept in cloſe Confinement thirteen 
Weeks. From the Canaries they went to the af age ; 
where having traded with the Natives, and ſtaid three 
Weeks to refreſh themſelves, they ſteered away Northward, 
in Search of Virginia. Fhe Mariners had pafled their 
Reckoning three Pave. and yet found no Land ; which ſa 
diſheartened the Company, that Captain Ratcliffe, Com- 
mander of the Bark, was urgent to bear up the Helm, and 
return for England. But a violent Storm, obliging them 
to hull it all Night under their bare Poles, drove them pro- 
videntially, beyond all their Expectations, to their deſired 
Port. For the next Day, being the 26th of April 10555 
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Book II. The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. 45 
they made a Coaſt, which none of them had ever ſeen, 160 
The firſt Land, they deſcried, they called Cape-Hienry, in 
Honour to the Prince of Hales ; as the Northern Cape was 

named Cape-Cherl:s, after the Duke of York, King James's 

ſecond Son at that Time, and afterwards King Charles I. 

of England. Thirty Men went aſhore on Cape-Henry, ta 
recreate and refreſh themſelves ; but they were ſuddenly 
aſſaulted by five Savages, who wounded two of them very ' 
dangerouſly. 

W1THIN theſe Capes they found a Country, which, 
according to their own Deſcription, might claim the Pre- 
rogative over the moſt pleaſant Places in the known World, 
for large and majeſtic navigable Rivers, for beautiful 
Mountains, Hills, Plains, Vallies, Rivulets, and Brooks, 
gurgling down, and running moſt pleaſantly into a fair Bay, 
encompaſſed on all Sides, except at the Mouth, with fruit- 
ful and delightſome Land. In the Bay and Rivers were 
many Iſlands, both great and ſmall, ſome woody, others 

lain, but moſt of them low and uninhabited. So that 
— and Earth ſeemed never to have agreed better, to 
frame a Place for Man's commodious and delightful Habi- 
—_— were it fully cultivated and inhabited by induſtrious 
eople. 

T ne Night of their Arrival, the Box was opened, and 
the Orders tor Government read. In them Edward-Maria 
Wingfield, Bartholomew Goſnold, John Smith, Chriſtopher 
Newport, Fohn Ratcliffe, Fohn Martin, and George Ken- 
dall, were appointed of the Council. They were employ- 
| ed, till the 13th of May, in ſeeking a Place for their Set- 
tlement; and then they reſolved on a Peninſula, on the 
Nerth Side of the River Powhatan, about forty Miles from 
the Mouth. After which, Mr. Wingfield was choſen Pre- F dward- 
ſident, the Council ſworn, and an Oration made, why Maria 
| Captain Smith was not admitted, of the Council, as the ee *arwys 
| reſt. But beſides theſe Gentlemen and Mr. Hunt, their 
Chaplain, there came over another Perſon dg very great 
Diſtinction and Quality. This was the Honourable Mr. 
| George Percy, of the ancient Family of the Percies, ſo re- 
nowned in Story, and Brother to the Earl of Northumber- 
land. Neither did his Actions here diſgrace the Nobility of 
| his Birth. For he juſtly obtained the Reputation of being 
a Gentleman of great Honour, Courage, and Induſtry. 
He ſeems to have come merely a Volunteer upon the Ex- 
pedition, and bore no Poſt or Office of Government; 
which might perhaps have proceeded from the Cloud, un- 
der which his Brother, the Earl of Northumberiand, then 
| lay. For on ſome diſtant Surmiſes, and upon Account of 

\ | Mr, 
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160%. Mr. Percy, his Kinſman, who was concerned in that Trea- 


on, the Earl was ſuſpected to have been privy to the Gun- 
Edward- 
Maria 

Wing field, 
Preſident, 


powder Plot; and was therefore thrown into the Tower, 
where . he lay above twelve Years, was fined thirty thou- 
ſand Pounds Sterling in the Star-Chamber, and underwent 
much hard Uſage. And beſides Mr. Percy, there were 
Anthony Goſnold, Captain Gabriel Archer, Nathaniel Powcdll, 
Kellam Throgmorton, William Smithes, Richard Frith, and 
divers others of Note in this firſt Plantation. And Mr, 
Thomas Studley was elected the firſt Cape-Merchant, or 
Treaſurer, of the Colony. 

HA v ING pitched upon a Place to ſettle, they called it 
Fames-Town, in Honour of his Majeſty then reigning, and 
every Man fell to work. The Council contrive the Fort; 
and of the reſt, ſome cut down and clear away the Trees, 
to make a Place to pitch their Tents ; ſome get Clapboard, 
to relade the Ships; whilſt others were employed in making 
Gardens and Nets, and providing other Neceſſaries and 
Conveniences. The Indians often viſited them kindly, 
which was a great Satisfaction to them. For the Preſident's 
Jealouſy would admit of no Exerciſe at Arms, nor any 
other Fortification, but the Boughs of Trees caſt together 
in the Form of a Half Moon, by the extraordinary Pains 
and Diligence of Captain Kendall. And ſoon after, News- 
port and Smith, with twenty others, were ſent to diſcover 
the Head of the River Powhatan, which, from King Fames, 
was afterwards called James River. They paſſed by divers 
ſmall Habitations ; and in fix Days arrived at a Town, 
called Powhatan, conſiſting of about twelve Houſes, plea- 
ſantly ſeated on a Hill, on the North Side of the River, 
with three fertile Iſles before it. This Place I judge to be 
either Mrs. Mayo's, or elſe Marring's Plantation; and it 
was the principal Seat, by Inheritance, of Powhatan, Em- 
peror of the Country. To this Place they found the River 
navigable; but within a Mile higher, by reaſon of the 
Rocks and Iles, there was no Paſſage for a ſmall Boat; and 
this they called the Falls: They were kindly treated by 
the People in all Parts; but being returned to Fames-Town,z 
they found ſeventeen Men hurt, and a Boy flain, by the 
Indians; and had not a Croſs- bar Shot from the Ships hap- 

ened to ſtrike a Bough from a Free among them, which 
Fiohted, and made them retire, the Engliſo had been all 
cut off, being ſecurely at Work, and their Arms in dry 
Fats. After this the Prefident permitted the Fort to be pa- 
liſadoed, the Ordinance to be mounted, and the Men to 
be armed and exerciſel. For many and ſudden were the 


Aſſaults and Ambuſcades of the Indians; and the Engliſts 
| Y 
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by, their diſorderly ſtraggling, were often hurt, whilſt they, 1607. 


by the N imbleneſs of their Heels, eſcaped. 


Al rTHo' Captain Newport was named of the Council, S d- 
yet was he only hired for their "Tranſportation, and was to Wing eld | 
return with the Ships. The time of his Departure approach- Prefideat. 


ing, Captain Smith's Enemies pretended, out of Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion to him, to refer him to the Council in 
England, to receive a Reprimand, rather than by puſhing 
on their Accuſation, to endanger his Life, or utterly de- 
ſtroy his Reputation. But he, being a Man of high Spirit, 
and conſcious of his Innocency, ſcorned their Charity, and 
defied their Malice; and behaved himſelf in the whole Af- 
fair with ſuch Clearneſs and Prudence, that all the Com- 

any perceived his Integrity, and their Envy and Injuſtice. 
inſiſting therefore upon his Trial, the Perſons, ſuborned ta 
accuſe him, accuſed their Suborners; and altho* many 
Falſhoods were alledged againſt him, yet were they all ſa 
plainly diſproved, that it raiſed a general Reſentment in 
the Hans of the Audience againſt ſuch unjuſt Commanders, 
and the Preſident was condemned to pay him two hundred 
Pounds, in Reparation of the Injury. In Conſequence 
hereof, all the Preſident's Effects were ſeized in Part of 
Satisfaction; but Smith generouſly preſented them to the 
publick Store for the Uſe of the Colony. Soon after their 
Heats and Animoſities were appeaſed by the good Doctrine 
and Exhortations of Mr. Hunt, who procured Captain Smith 
to be admitted of the Council ; and the next Day, they all 
received the Communion, in Confirmation of their Peace 


and Concord. The Day after, being the 15th of June, 


the Indians voluntarily ſued for Peace, and Captain News 
port (et Sail for England, leaving an hundred Perſons behind 
him in Virginia. 

TAE Colony, being now left to their Fortunes, fell inta 
ſuch a violent Sickneſs, that within ten Days ſcarce ten a 
mong them could either go or ſtand. This was chiefly 


| owing to the Difference of their Diet. For whilſt the 


Ships ſtaid, either by Way of Traffick, or for Money, or 
Love, they got a daily Proportion of Biſcuit and other Pro- 
viſions from the Sailors, who always abounded even to 
Luxury and Profuſion. But now they were all reduced to 
the common Kettle ; which contained the Allowance of 
half a Pint of Wheat, and as much Barley, boiled with 
Water, for a Man a Day. And this, having funked for 
ſix and twenty Weeks in the Ship's Hold, contained no- 
thing ſubſtantial, being only Bran, with as many Worms 
as Grains. The Council in England, but eſpecially Sir 
Thomas Smith, their Treaſurer, were juſtly charged wal 
mu 
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16079. much Cruelty and Inhumanity for theſe ſcanty and ill- con- 
- ditioned Proviſions ; which Management however continu- 
ZEcward- ed, more or leſs, the whole time of that Gentleman's Ad- 
Moria ,, miniſtration of the Affairs of the Company and Colony, 
4 This unwholeſome Food, together with their continual 
Toil and Labour in the Extremity of the Heat, carried off 
fifty of the Company by September; in which Number was 
Captain Geſnold, the firſt Mover and Projector of the whole 
Buſineſs. The reſt, that ſurvived by the Care of Captain 
Smith, and the Skill and Diligence of Mr. Thomas Motton, 
their Surgeon-General, ſubſiſted on Crabs and Sturgeon, 

till September. | 
Bur the Preſident, all this while, had felt neither Want 
nor Sickneſs. For he had embezzled the publick Oatmeal, 
Sack, Aque-wvitz, Beef, and Eggs, and had lived in great 
Plenty and Elegance. Soon after, having projected an 
Eſcape to England in the Bark, it raiſed ſuch Indignation 
in the reſt, that they depoſed him, and elected Captain 
Yoln Rat- £90 Ratcliffe in his Room. Kendall was likewiſe at the 
| «life, Pre- fame time diſgraced, and removed from the Council, for 
| Sent, being concerned in theſe male Practices of the Preſident. 
i And now, when all their Proviſions were ſpent, the Stur- 
| geon gone, and no Proſpect of Relief from any Quarter 
1 left, God wrought ſo wonderful a Change in the Hearts of 
4 the Indians, that they brought ſuch Plenty of their Fruits 

| and Proviſions, as no Man wanted. 

Newport was gone, Goſnold dead, and Wingfield and 
Kendall in Diſgrace ; neither were their Places ſupplied by 
the Election of any others, according to the Authority 
given. So that the whole Government and Power of the 
Council now reſted in the new Preſident, Martin, and 
1 Smith. But the Preſident and Martin, being little eſteemed 
{| or beloved, of weak Judgment in Dangers, and leſs In- 
1 duſtry in Peace, at firſt very candidly and wiſely permitted 
| every thing to Smith's Management, who was peculiarly 
fitted for conducting ſuch an Enterpriſe, by a good Judg- 
ment, undaunted Courage, and an invincible Induſtry and 
Reſolution. He immediately ſet about the building of 
Fames-Town ; and by good Words, fair Promiſes, and his 
4 own, Example (himſelt always bearing the greateſt Share 
1 of the Labour and Fatiguc) he puſhed on the Work with 
ſuch Vigor and Diligence, that he had, in a ſhort time, 
provided moſt of them with Lodgings, neglecting any for 
himſelf. After which, finding the Autum: Superfluity of 
| the Savages begin to decreaſe, he reſolved to ſearch the 
1 Country for Trade. The Want of the Language and a 
G ſiufficient Power, with Cloathing for his Men and other 
| Ss Ne- 
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Book II. The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. 
Neceſſaries, were infinite Impediments to this Deſign, but 


48 


1607. 


no Diſcouragement to his bold and adventurous Spirit 


For with five or ſix more, he went down the River, in a J. Rarclife | 


Shallop, to Kicquotan ; where at firſt oy ſcorned them, as 

r famiſhed Creatures, and would offer, in Derifion, a 
Handful of Corn, or a Piece of Bread, for their Swords, 
Muſkets, or Cloaths. But Smith, finding, that nothing 
was to be had by Trade and Courteſy, ventured to exceed 
his Commiſſion, and entered upon ſuch Meaſures, as Ne- 
ceſſity and the Exigency of his Cafe required. And there- 
fore, having diſcharged his Muſkets among them, he ran 
his Boat aſhore; at which the Indians all fled into the 
Woods. Then marching up to their. Houſes, they ſaw 
great Heaps of Corn. But Smith with much ado reſtrained 
his hungry Soldiers from immediately ſeizing it; expecting, 
the Savages would return to aſſault them, as it ſoon after 
happened. For ſixty or ſeventy of them, ſome painted black, 
ſome red, ſome white, and ſome party-coloured, iſſued out of 
the Woods, ſinging and dancing, and making a moſt hide- 
ous Noiſe, with their Ok#e borne before them. This was 
an Idol, made of Skins, ſtuffed with Moſs, and all painted 
and hung with Chains and Copper. For there was na 
Place in Virginia found ſo barbarous and void of Huma- 
nity, in which they had not a Religion, Deer, Bows, and 
Arrows. In this Savage Manner, being armed with Clubs, 
Targets, Bows, and Arrows, they charged the Engliſh, 
who received them ſo warmly with a ſecond Volley of 
Muſkets, loaded with Piſtol Shot, that down fell their God, 
and ſeveral of them lay ſprawling on the Ground. The reſt 
fled again into the Woods, and ſoon after ſent one of their 
Prieſts, to redeem their God and offer Peace. Smith told 
him, if only fix would come unarmed, and load his Boat 
with Corn, he would not only reſtore their Otte, but would 
be their Friend, and give them Beads, Copper, and Hatchets 
beſides. Which was agreed to, and performed to the Satiſ- 
fachn of both Parties. And then they brought him 
Veniſon, Turkies, Wildfowl, Bread, and whatever elſe 
they had, ſinging and dancing in Sign of Friendſhip, till he 
departed. And in his Return up the River, he diſcovered 
the Town and Country of Warraſqueake. 

AFTER his Return to Fames-Town, he made ſeveral 
Journies by Land, and diſcovered the People of Chicaho- 
miny. In one of theſe, /ingfield and Kendall, ſeeing all 
things at Random in Snith's Abſence, and the Company's 


Scorn of the Preſident's Weakneſs and Martin's never- 


miending Sickneſs, took Advantage of the Occaſion, and 
Combined with the Sailers and others to regain their 
E formeg 


te ſident. 
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1607. former Authority, or at leaft to ſeize the Bark; which 
A Smith had fitted for a trading Voyage, and in her to eſcape 
8 Rate e and go for England. But Smith, returning unexpectedly, Wl ” 
rehidents with much Difficulty prevented their Deſign. For he was WW ” 
obliged to turn the Cannon of the Fort upon them, and ſo hi 
force them to ſtay or fink in the River; which Action coſt 9 
the Liſe of Captain Kendall. And not long after their new It 
| Preſident Ratcliffe and Captain Gabriel Archer intended to WM”. 
' abandon the Country; but their Project was likewiſe re- fi 
ſtrained and ſuppreſſed by Smith. The Spaniards was never . 
more greedy of Gold, that he was of Proviſions; neither 
did the reſt deſire more eagerly to abandon the Country, Ml © 
than he to keep it. And therefore, having found Plenty 5 
of Corn up the River Chictabominy, he went a trading | 
Voyage thither, and was received by hundreds of Indians, 5 
who ſtood in divers Places with Baſkets, expecting his Com- 0 
ing. And now the Winter likewiſe coming on, the Rivers 
were ſo covered with Swans, Geeſe, and Ducks, that they Wl: 
daily feafted with good Bread, Virginia Peaſe, Pumpions, WM” 
and Paſſimmons, and with Fiſh, Fowl, and divers Sorts of I” 
wild Beaſts, as fat as they could well eat them. So that 
none of their humourſome and tuftaffety Sparks (as Smith 
calls them) were any longer diſcontented, or deſirous to go 
to England. ; 

Bor Captain Smith's Activity and Induſtry, in diſco- 
vering the Country, and providing for the Colony, could 
not ſcreen him from the vain Exceptions and Murmurs of 
many Idlers at Fames-Town. He was cenſured by ſome, 
and even taxed by the Council, of being too remiſs and 
neglizent in diſcovering the Head of Chickahominy River. 
And therefore ſoon after, with much Labour in cutting 

; away Trees and clearing a Paſlage, he went up as far, as 
| his Barge could paſs. And then leaving her in a broad Bay, 
| beyond the Reach of the Indians Shot, he himſelf, with 
two Engliſb more, and two Indians, proceeded higher up in 
a Canoe. When he left the Barge, he ordered, that none 
ſhould go aſhore, till his Return. But he was not long 
gone, before his diſorderly and ungovernable Crew diſobey- 
ed this Command, and thereby gave the Indians an Oppor- 
tunity of ſurpriſing one George Caſſen; and indeed narrowly 
eſcaped being all cut off to a Man. For Opechancanough, 
Brother to Powhatan, and King of Pamunkey, a ſubtle and 
ſavage Barbarian, was there with three hundred Bowmen. 
And after having extorted froia Caſſen, which Way his 
| Captain was gone, he put him to Death in a molt cruel andi 
| barbarous Manner, and then went in Purſuit of Smith. 
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Book. II. The HISTORY of VIRGINIA; 
CAPTAIN Smith had got up twenty Miles higher, a- 
mong the Swamps and Marſhes at the Head of the River ; 
and leaving the Canoe to the Care of Robinſon and Emry, 
his two Men, he himſelf was gone to kill ſome Proviſions. 
Opechancanough firſt happened on the two Men, aſleep, as 
it was ſuppoſed, by the Fire; and ſhooting them full of Ar- 
rows, flew them. And then they traced the Captain; who, 
finding himſelf beſet, bound an Indian, whom he had for 
his Guide, to his Arm for a Buckler, and received their 
Attack ſo ſmartly with his Fire-Arms, that he ſoon Jaid 
three dead upon the Spot, and ſo wounded and galled divers 
others, that none of them cared to approach him. He 
himſelf received a ſlight Wound in the Thigh, and had 
many Arrows ſticking in his Cloaths, but without any great 
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ſheer off to his Canoe ; but regarding them, as he went, 
more than his Way, he ſuddenly ſlipped up to his Middle 


into an oozy Creek. Although he was thus hampered, yet 
2 none of them durſt come near him, till, being almoſt dead 
A WW with Cold, he threw away his Arms and ſurrendered. Then 
1 drawing him out, they carried him to the Fire, where his 
en were ſlain, and carefully chafed his benumbed Limbs. 
For this Winter, 1607, was extremely cold in Virginia, 
as it was likewiſe remarkable for an extraordinary Froſt in 
1 Europe. ; | 
5 WHEN Smith was a little recovered, he aſked for their 


Captain, and being ſhewed Opechancanough, he preſented 
| him with a round Ivory double compaſs Dial. "They won- 
” Wdcrcd greatly at the playing of the Fly and Needle, which 
they could ſce fo plainly, and yet not touch, becauſe of the 
Glass, that covered them. But when he explained by it 
the Roundneſs of the Earth, the Skies, the Sphere of the 
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Hurt. Having the Indians thus at bay, he endeavoured to 


* Sun, Moon, and Stars, with other ſurpriſing and unheard. 


of Doctrines to them, they all ſtood amazed. Vet within 


in Han Hour after, they tied him to a Tree, and drew up in 
Order to ſhoot him. But the King holding up the Com- 
» paſs in his Hand, they all laid down their Arms at once, 


And then, with much Triumph, and in martial Order, 
' they conducted him to Orapakes, which was a hunting 
7 Town and Seat, lying on the upper Part of Chictabeminy 
: j Swamp, on the North Side, belonging to, and much fre- 
na Wquentcd by Powhatan and the Imperial Family, on Account 
of the Abundance of Game, it afforded. In their March, 
Wthcy drew themſelves all up in File; and Opechancanough, 
Wpeing in the Midſt, had the Englih Swords and Muſkets 

arried before him. Captain Smith came next, led by three 
4 great Savages, holding him faſt by each Arm ; and on either 
R E 2 dide 
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160. Side went fix in File, with their Arrows notched. When 

they arrived at the Town, the Women and Children ſtood 

J. Ratcliffe ſtaring at a human Creature, ſo unlike whatever they had 

Frendent. before ſeen; and the Soldiers, that had taken him, perform- 

ed their military Exerciſe, throwing themſelves with great 

Dexterity into their War-Dance, with ſtrange Diſtortions 

and antic Poſtures, ſinging and yelling out frightful and in- 

harmonious Notes and Screeches. But they treated Smith 

| here very kindly, and feaſted him with that Formality and 

# Abundance, that he ſuſpected, they intended t6 fatten and 

to eat him. In the midſt of theſe melancholy Thoughts 

and Surmiſes, one of them, in Return for ſome Beads and 

Toys, which Smith had given him at his firſt Arrival, 

brought him his Gown ; which was of ſingular Service to 

him, and a very ſeaſonable Defence againſt the exceſſive 
Coldneſs of the Seafon. 

Bor whilſt his Mind was thus taken up with imaginary 
Deaths, he had like to have met a real one. For a Man 
came violently upon him, and would have lain him for the 
Death of his Son, had he not been prevented by his Guard, 
Whether this was one of thoſe, that were wounded when 
Smith was taken Priſoner, or whether he was dying a natu- 

ral Death, which they, through Ignorance and Superſtition, 
attributed to ſome Sorcery in Smith, is not eaſy to be deter- 
mined. However, they carried him to recover the poor 
Man, breathing out his laſt. Smith told them, he had a 
Water at Fames-Town, that would do it, if they would let 
him fetch it. But they had more Senſe than to permit that, 
or to truſt him out of their Hands. 

THEy were now making the greateſt Preparations, they 
could, to aſſault Fames-Town, To this End they deſired 

4 Smiths Advice and Aſſiſtance; and, as a Reward, promiſed 
4 him Life, Liberty, Land, and Women. But he repreſented 
1 to them the extreme Danger and Difficulty of the Attempt; 
and defcribed the Springing of Mines, great Guns, and other 
warlike Engines, in ſuch a Manner, as exceedingly frighted 
5 and amazed them. And then he perſuaded ſome of them 
* to go to Fames-Town, under Pretence of fetching ſome Toys; 
4 and in Part of a Table-Book, he informed them at the Fort, 
. | what was intended, and directed them, how to behave and 
. aftright the Meſſengers, and without fail, to ſend him ſuch 
4 Things, s he wrote for. Within three Days, the Meſſen- 
if gers returned, through as bitter Weather as could be, for 
1 Froſt and Snow ; and were greatly aſtoniſhed themſelves, as 
| well as all that heard it, how Smt could divine, or the Pa- 
i per ſpeak. For all Things were delivered them, and had 
happened at Zames-Town, according as he foretuld, 
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en Al Thoughts of an Attack upon James-Toton being 1607. 
od therefore laid aſide, they led Smith in Show and Triumph | 
ad about the Country. And firſt they carried him to thoſe, J. eu 
n- that dwelt on Youghtanund, or as it is now called, Pamun- * 
at key River. For the main River, which is ſince named York 
ns Wh River, was then called Pamurnkey ; altho' the Country of 
in- Pamunkey, over which Opechancanough was King, lay in 
ith the Fork of the River, and his chief Seat was nearly, where 
nd the Pamunkey Town now is. From the Joughtanunds they 
nd led him to the Mattaponies, the Piankatanks, the Nantaugh- 
its Wi 2acunds, on Rappahanock, and the Nominies, on Patowmack 
nd River. And having paſſed him over all thoſe Rivers, they 
al, brought him back, through ſeveral other Nations, to Ope- 
toll chancanoug hs Habitation at Pamunkey ; where, with fright- 
Ve ful Howlings, and many ſtrange and helliſh Ceremonies, 
they conjured him three Days, to know, as they told him 

ry oy whether he intended them well or ill. After this, they 
lan brought him a Bag of Gunpowder, which they judged to 
the be a Grain, ſpringing out of the Earth, as other Grains 
rd, did ; and therefore they carefully preſerved it, intending to 
plant it the next Spring, as they did their Corn. And then 
he was invited, and feaſted, in a ſumptuous Manner, by 
Opitchapan, ſecond Brother to Powhatan, and next Heir to 
all his Dominions. But here, as in all other Places, none 
of them would touch a Morſel with him ; although they 
would feaſt very merrily upon what he left. At laſt they 
conducted him to Verotocomoco, where Powhatan the 
Emperor, was. Werowacomeco lay on the Nerth Side of 
York River, in Glaceſter County, nearly oppoſite to the 
Mouth of Ions Creek, and about twenty five Miles be- 
low the Fork of the River. It was at that Time Potoha- 
tan's principal Place of Reſidence ; altho' afterwards, not 
admiring the near Neighbourhood of the Engli/h, he retired 
to Orapakes, 

Powhatan himfelf was a tall well-proportioned Man, of 
a ſour Aſpect, and of a very ſtrong and hardy Conſtitution 
of Body. His proper Name was WWahunſonaceck ; and he 
had that of Powhatan, from the Town ſo called, near the 4 
Falls of James River, which was the chief Seat and Metro- | 
polis of his hereditary Dominions ; and he ſeems to have 
removed to Herowcomeco for Conveniency, after he had 
extended his Conqueſts far North. For his hereditar 
Countries were only Powhatan, Arrohattcch, about twelve 
Miles lower down, which hath finoe becn corrupted to 
Haddihaddocks, Appamattock, Youghtanund, Pamunkey, and 
Mattapony ; to which may be added, HY/erowecomeco, and 
Kiſtiach, or as it hath fince been called, Cheeſecake, de- 
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1607. tween Williamſburg and York. All the reſt were his Con- 
— — queſts; and they were bounded on the South by James Ri- 
7. Ratdl de ver, with all its Branches, from the Mouth to the Falls, 
recent. and ſo acroſs the Country, nearly as high as the Falls of 
| all the great Rivers, over Patowmack even to Patuxen in 
. Maryland. And ſome Nations alſo on the Eaſtern Shore, 
owned Subjection to him. Theſe Dominions deſcended, 
not to his Sons or Children, but firſt to his Brothers, 
whereof he had three, Opitchapan, Opechancanough, and 
Catataugh ; and then to his Siſters, according te their Se- 
niority ; and after them to the Heirs male or female of the 
eldeſt Siſter, and ſo of the reſt, but never to the Heirs of 
the Males, | 
1 Hk lived in great barbaric State and Magnificence, 
| He uſually had about his Perſon forty or fifty of the talleſt 
Men, his Country afforded ; which Guard was, after this 
time, encreaſed to two hundred, on Account of the En- 
gliſh. Every Night, upon the four Corners of his Houſe 
were placed four Sentinels, each a flight Shot from the 
other; and every half Hour, one from the main Guard 
hollowed, ſhaking his Finger between his Lips, and every 
Sentinel was obliged to anſwer from his Stand. If any failed, 
an Officer was immediately ſent, who beat him extremely, 
At all his ancient Inheritances, he had Houſes, ſome of them 
thirty or forty Yards long; and at every Houſe, Proviſion 
for his Entertainment, according to the Seaſon. He kept 
as many Women, as he pleaſed ; and when he laid down, 
one ſat at his Head, and another at his Feet; but when he 
was up, one ſat on his right Hand, and another on his left, 
And as he was weary of them, he beſtowed them on ſuch 
of his Servants, as had moſt pleaſed him, or beſt deſerved 
them at his Hands. | 
l ALTHo' both himſelf and People were very barbarous, 
b . and void of all Letters and Civility, yet was there ſuch a 
. . Government among them, that the Magiſtrates for good 
Command, and the People for due Subjection, excelled 
many Places, that would be counted very civil. He had 
under him above thirty inferior Kings or Werowances, who 
had Power of Life and Death, but were bound to govern 
according to the Cuſtoms of their Country. However, his 
Will was, in all Cafes, their ſupreme "258K and mult be 
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obeyed. They all knew their ſeveral Lands, Habitations, 
and Limits to fiſh, fowl, or hunt in. But they held all of 
their great Werowance, Powhetan ; to whom they paid 
Tribute of Skins, Beads, Copper, Pearl, Deer, Turkies, 
wild Beaſls, and Corn. All his Subjects reverenced him, 
not only as a King, but as half a God; aud it was curious 

- to 
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n- WM +o behold, with what Fear and Adoration they obeyed him. 1607. 

di- For at his Feet they preſented whatever he commanded;— 
ls, and a Frown of his Brow would make their greateſt Spirits . 22 
of tremble. And indeed it was no Wonder ; for he was very TS 
in terrible and tyrannous in puniſhing ſuch, as offended him, 

re, with Variety of Cruelty and the moſt exquiſite Torture. 


d, Wurd Smith was preſented to him, he was about ſixty 
rs, Years of Age, ſomething hoary, and of a ſavage Majeſty 
nd and Grandeur. He ſat before a Fire, upon a wooden 
e- Throne, like a Bedſtead, cloathed with a great Robe of 
he Racoon Skins, and with a Coronet of Feathers about his 


of Head. On either Hand, ſat a young Wench, of about ſix- 

teen or eighteen Years of Age; and along each Side of the 
e. Houſe, a Row of Men, and behind them, as many Wo- 
eſt men, painted and adorned in their beſt Manner. When 
nis Smith entered, all the People gave a Shout; and the Queen 


Ne of Appamattox was appointed to bring him Water to waſh 
iſe his Hands, and another brought a Bunch of Feathers, in- 
he ſtead of a Towel, to dry them. After that, having feaſted 
rd him in their beſt Manner, a long Conſultation was held ; 
ry at the Concluſion of which, two great Stones were brought 
d, before Powhatan, and Smith was dragged to them, and his 
y. Head laid thereon, in order to have his Brains beat out with 
m Clubs. But Pocahontas, the King's darling Daughter, when 
on no Entreaty could prevail, got his Head into her Arms, 
pt and laid her own upon it, to ſave his Life. Whereupon 
n, Powhatan was perſuaded to Jet him live, to make himſelf 


he Hatchets, and her Bells, Beads, and Copper. For the King 

ft, bimſelf would make his own Robes, Shoes, Bows, Ar- 

ch rows, and Pots; and would hunt, plant, and do every thing | 

ed elſe, like the peſt ; and therefore they thought him of all 0 
cupations, as well as themſelves. And beſides this ſur- 

S, priſing Tenderneſs and Affection of Pocahontas, who was 


a at that Time about twelve or thirteen Years of Age, Cap- 

dd tain Smith received many Services from Nantaquaus, the 

2d Emperor's Son, He was a Youth of the comelieſt and moſt 

id manly Perſon, and of the higheſt Spirit and Courage, of 

10 any in the Court of Powhatan; and he embraced Smith's 

n Intereſt with much Warmth and Heartineſs, and did him . 
is many Acts of Friendſhip and Kindneſs, 

2 Two Days after, Powhatan, having diſguiſed himſelf " 
S, in the moſt frightful Manner, he could, cauſed Captain 

of Smith to be carried to a great Houſe in the Woods, and 

d there to be left alone on a Mat by the Fire. Not long after, 

* from behind a Mat, which divided the Houfe, was made 

% the moſt doleful Noiſe, he had ever heard; and then Pow- 

IS #atan, with about two Hundred more, as frightful as him- 
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1607. ſelf, came to him, and told him, 1 were now Friends, 


-— and he ſhould immediately go to James-Town, to fend 
Z. Ratcliffe him two great Guns and a Grindſtone; for which he 
retdent. would give him the yr rag of Capahowſick, and ever after 
eſteem him, as his Son Nantaguaus. Captain Smith put 
little Confidence in his Words, and expected every Mi- 
nute, even till he got to e. enen, to be put to one 
Kind of Death or other. But Powhatan ſent him off im- 
mediately, with twelve Guides; and having lodged that 
Night in the Woods, he arrived the next Morning early at 
the Fort. 9 | | 
Ap thus Captain Smith, after ſeven Weeks Captivity, 
returned to Fames-Town, with the Advantage of being much 
improved in the Knowledge of the Country and their Lan- 
guage. He uſed his Guides with the utmoſt Kindneſs ; and 
ſhewed Rawhunt, Powhatan's truſty Servant, two Demi- 
Culverins and a Mill-ſtone, to carry to their Maſter. Their 
Weight was ſufficient to deter them from the Attempt ; 
but when they faw him diſcharge them, loaded with Stones, 
among the N of a great Tree, hung with Icicles, the 
Terror of the Report, and the Ratling of the Boughs and 
Tce, ſo frighted the poor Savages, that they ran away, half 
dead with Fear. But having regained ſome Conference with 
them, he gave them ſuch Toys for themſelves, and ſent 
Powhatan, his Women, and Children, ſuch Preſents, as 
gave a general Satisfaction. | We 
AT Tames-Town every thing was in Confuſion, and the 
ſtrongeſt were preparing once more to run away with the 
Bark. But Smith, with the Hazard of his Life, forced her 
the third time, to ſtay or fink in the River. And the next 
Day, ſeveral combined with the Preſident, to put him to 
Death by the Levitical Law, for the Lives of Robinſon and 
Emry, whom, they ſaid, he had led to their End, and 
was conſequently the Author of their Death. But he quick- 
ly took ſuch Order with thoſe Lawyers, that he laid them 
by the Heels, till he ſent ſome of them Priſoners to England. 
And then, by his Relation of the Plenty, he had ſeen, a- 
mong the Natives, eſpecially at J/erowecomoco, and of the 
State and Bounty of Powhatan, till then unknown, he very 
much appeaſed their Fears, and revived their dead Spirits. | 
And Pocahontas, with her Attendants, ever once in four or 
five Days, brought him ſo much Proviſion, as ſaved the 
Lives of many, who muſt otherwiſe have periſhed with 
Hunger. Several others alſo of the Natives repaired daily 
to the Fort, with ſuch Proviſions, as ſufficiently ſerved 
them from Hand to Mouth. Part they always brought 
Smith, as Preſents from their Kings or Pocahontas ; and he, 
* Ju + 
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call him the God of Captain Smith. | 
AND this their high Opinion was much increaſed by the 
Arrival of Captain Newport, whom Smith, among them, 
called his Father, nearly about the time, that he had fore- 
told. For the Treaſurer and Council in England ſent two 
Ships, the latter End of this Year, with a Supply of Pro- 
viſions, and an hundred and twenty Men. Theſe came, 
well furniſhed with all things, that could be imagined ne- 
ceſlary, as Captain Smith tells us. But however, we muſt 
always make ſome Allowance in his Account of theſe things. 
For he was a very great Friend to Sir Thomas Smith; and 
we ſhall ſee hereafter, from ſeveral authentick Papers, but 
eſpecially from a Repreſentation of our General Aſſembly, 
among the Records in the Capitol, that that Officer was 
moſt ſcandalouſly negligent, if not corrupt, particularly in 
this Matter of Supplies. One of theſe Ships was com- 
manded by Captain Newport, the other by Captain Francis 
Nelſon, an honeſt Man and expert Mariner. But ſuch was 
the Lewardneſs of his Ship, that altho' he was within Sight 
of Cape-Henry, yet by contrary Winds and ſtormy Wea- 
ther, he was driven off the Coaſt, and forced to the HH. 


Indies, to repair his Maſts, and to get a Recruit of Wood 


and Water. But before, this, the Preſident and Council 
ſo much envied Smith's Eſteem among the Natives, altho* 
they all equally participated of the good Effects of it, that 
to raiſe their Credit and Authority above his, they would 
give them four times as much for their Commodities, as he 
had appointed. And now, out of Joy for the Arrival of 
this firſt Supply, and to gratify the * they gave 
them free Liberty to trade, as they pleaſed. So that in a 
ſhort time, what was before bought for an Ounce of Cop- 
per, could not be had for a Pound. To which Captain 
Newport's profuſe Preſents to Powhatan were added, and 
gave the finiſhing Blow to their Trade. They ſerved in- 
deed to entertain and keep up the high Idea of Newport's 
Greatneſs, which Smith had raiſed in Powhatan, and made 

him very deſirous to ſee him. 
ACCORDINGLY the Bark was prepared, and a great 
Coil there was at Fames-Town to ſet him off. Captain 
Smith and Mr. Matthew Scrivener, a diſcreet and under- 
Randing Gentleman, newly arrived and admitted of the 
„ | Council, 


cliffe, Pre- 


f 


38 We HISTORY of VIRGINIA. Book It 


, x6079, Council, attended him with a Guard of thirty or forty 
i-— choſen Men. When they came to Meroꝛuocomoco, New. 
85 Ratcliffe port began to entertain many Fears and Suſpicions of 'T rea- 
_— chery. But Smith, with twenty Men, undertook to en- 
counter the worſt, that could happen ; and going aſhore, 
was kindly conducted by two or three hundred Indians to 
the Town. Powhatan ſtrained bimſelf, upon this Occaſi- 
on, to the utmoſt of his Greatneſs to entertain them, with 
great Shouts of Joy, Orations, and Proteſtations, and with 
the moſt ſumptuous and plentiful Banquet, he - could pro- 
vide, He ſat on a Bed of Mats, with a Pillow of Leather 
embroidered with Pearl and w!.ite Beads; and was cloathed 
in a Robe of Skins, as large as an Iriſb Mantle. At his 
Head and Feet fat a handſome young Woman; and on 
each Side the Houſe, twenty of his Concubines, with their 
Heads and Shoulders painted red, and a great Chain of white 
Beads about each of their Necks. Before them, fat his 
Chief Men, in the like Order ; and above forty Platters of 
fine Bread itood in two Files, on each Side of the Door, 
Four or five hundred People attended as a Guard; and Pro- 
clamation was made, that none, upon Pain of Death, ſhould 
preſume to do the Eugliſb any Wrong or Diſcourteſy. And 
thus did Smith and he ſpend the Day, in a kind Renewal of 
their former Acquaintance, and in feaſting, and ſeeing them 
dance and ſing, and play their other Feats of Humour and 
Activity. And that Night, the Engliſb were quartered and 

lodged by Powhatan. 


THe next Morning, Newport came aſhore, and they 


ſpent three or four Days more in feaſting, and dancing, and 
trading. In all which time, Powhatan behaved himſelf with 
ſuch Loftineſs and State, and yet with ſo much Diſcretion, 
that they could not forbear admiring his natural Parts and 
Underſtanding. Scorning to trade, as his Subjects did, he 
told Newport, that he eſteemed him a great J/erawance, 
as well as himſelf; that it was not agreeable to their Dig- 
nity to trade, in that pedling Manner, for Trifles; and 
that therefore, if he would lay down all his Commodities 
together, he would chuſe, what he liked, and give him 
their Value. Smith, who was their Interpreter, and knew 
Potohatan's Diſpolition, told the Company, his Intent was 
only to cheat them. But Newport, thinking to out-brave 
this ſtately Barbarian in Oftentation and Greatneſs, and by 
his Bounty to obtain from him, whatever he pleaſed, ac- 
cepted the Condition. And then Powhatan, having taken 
what he liked, valued his Corn at ſuch a Rate, that they 
had not four Buſhels, for what they expected twenty Hogt- 


heads. This bred ſome Diſtaſte between the two Englilt 
Captains; 


J 
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Savages, glanced ſeveral Trifles in the Eyes of Powhatan, | 

who ſoon fixed his Fancy on ſome blue Beads. He was a 2 *C 
en · ¶ long time importunate to have them; but Smith valued gar. 
re, them ſo much the higher, and told him . were com- 
to poſed of a rare Subſtance of the Colour of the Skies, and 
i: were not to be worn by any, but the greateſt Kings in the 
ith WW World. This made him the more eager and mad for them; 
ith ſo that, for a Pound or two of blue Beads, he drew from 
ro- WW him two or three hundred Buſhels of Corn, and yet parted 
aer in good Friendſhip. Upon this Voyage, Newport gave 
ed Pawhatan a Boy, named Thomas Savage, whom he called 
his his Son; and Powhatan gave him Namontack, a Servant of 
on WF his, of a ſhrewed and ſubtle Capacity. 
eir FROM Merotuocomoco they went to Pamunkey, where 
ite they were feaſted in like Manner by Opechancanough. Smith 
his fitted him alſo, at the ſame Rates, with blue Beads; which, 
of by this Means, grew into ſuch Eſtimation, that none durſt 
or. wear them, but their great Kings, or their Wives and Chil- 
ro- dren. At length, weighing from thence, they returned to 
ul 7ames-Town ; where this new Supply of Corn being lodged 
nd with the reſt, their Storehouſe was by ſome Accident fired, 
of and ſo the Town, which, being thatched with Reeds, burnt 
em with that Fierceneſs and Violence, as ſoon conſumed their 
nd WF wooden Fortifications, with their Arms, Apparel, and Bed- 
nd ding, and much private Goods and Proviſion. The good 

Mr. Hunt loſt all his Library, with every thing elſe that 
ey he had, except the Cloaths on his Back; yet no one ever 
nd heard him murmer or repine at it. 
1th NoTwiTHSTANDING this unfortunate Accident, 1608. 
on, they had yet a tolerable Stock of Oatmeal, Meal, and Corn, 
nd had not the Ship loitered fourteen Weeks in the Country, 
he when the might as well have been gone in fourteen Days. 
ce, For they thereby helped to conſume a great Part of the 
ig: Colony's Store, and near all the Proviſions, ſent to be land- 
nd ed. hen they departed, they left them what little they 
l thought proper to ſpare ; which they were glad to receive, 
and make _up an Account, highly commending their Care 
and Providence, leſt they ſhould diſcourage the Council at 
home from ſending any more. Yet thoſe Perſons, wha 
had either Money, ſpare Cloaths, Credit for Bills of Ex- 
change, Gold Rings, Furs, or any ſuch valuable Commo- 
dities, were always welcome to this floating Tavern. Such 
was their Neceflity and Misfortune, to be under the Laſh 
of thoſe vile Commanders, and to buy their own Proviſions 
at hfteen times their Value; ſuffering them to feaſt at their 
Charge, whilſt themſelyes were obliged to faſt, and = 
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1608. dare not repine, left they ſhould incur the Cenſure of being 
—factious and ſeditious Perſons. By theſe Means and Ma- 

F + 3 nagement, the Colony was rather burthened than relieved, 
eugent. by the vaſt Charge of this Ship; and being reduced to Meal 
and Water, and expoſed, by the Loſs of their Town, to 
the moſt bitter Cold and Froſt, above half 'of them died, 
Smith indeed and Scrivener endeavoured to correct all A- 
buſes, and to put things into a better Poſture; but they could 
do nothing to Effect, being overpowered by the Preſident 
and his Party, who had long before this laid aſide their De- 
ference to Smith's Judgment and Management. 

ABOUT this time alſo, there ſprung up a very trouble. 
Tome Sect of Gold-finders, which was headed by Captain 
Martin, and warmly embraced by Newport. There was 
no Thought, no Diſcourſe, no Hope, and no Work, but 
to dig Gold, waſh Gold, refine Gold, and load Gold. And 
notwithſtanding Captain Smith's warm and judicious Re- 
preſentations, how abſurd it was, to neglect other things of 
immediate Uſe and Neceflity, to load ſuch a drunken Ship 
with gilded Duſt; yet was he over-ruled, and her Re- 

turns made in a Parcel of glittering Dirt, which is found 
in various Parts of the -Country, and which they very 
ſanguincly concluded to be Gold-Dutt. And in her they 

' Tent home Mr. //7»gfield and Captain Archer, to ſeek ſome 
better Place of Employment in England. For they had 
aſſumed, many empty Titles of Offices here, as Admirals, 
Recorders, Chronologers, Juſtices of the Peace and of the 
Courts of Plea, with other ſuch idle and infignificant Pre- 

tenſions. 

Ap now Martin and the Preſident carrying all things 
as they pleaſed, by their Faction, lived in great Splendor 
by the Sale of the Store's Commodities, as if they had been 
their proper and hereditary Revenue. And the Spring ap- 
proaching, Captain Smith and Mr. Scrivener i James Fields 


hw >a nM GSO Ml $$ 3) = 


for Corn, and applied themſelves to rebuild Fames-Town, 
and repair the Church, Store-houſe, and Fortifications, 
But whilſt they were all buſily engaged at their ſeveral La- 
bours, Captain Nelſon, who had been driven off the Coaſt, 
as was before ſaid, and as they all thought, loſt, unex- 
pectedly arrived, to their great Joy. He had been very 
careful and provident, and had fed his Company on what 
he got at the Veſt-India lands; ſo that the Proviſions 
he now landed, joined to their former Store, were ſufficient 
to ſupport them half a Year, according to their preſent 
Allowance. He himſelf alfo freely imparted whatever he 
had ; and by his fair and generous Behaviour, he got the 
Goog-word and Love of the whole Colony. And the Pre- 

1 — ſident, 
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ſident, to ſend ſome good News by this Ship, ordered Cap- 
tain Smith, with ſixty able Men, to diſcover the Country 


6r\ 
1608. 


refidenta 


of the Monacan, or as they were afterwards called, the Ma- . Ratchſſe 


nalin Indians; a Nation above the Falls of James River, 
not ſubject to Powhatan, but profeſſed Enemies to him and 
his Dominions. For that ſtrange Blood-thirſtineſs, and, as 
it were, judicial Infatuation, of warring againſt and exter- 
minating each other, which at preſent infeſts our Indians, 
and has been the Cauſe of the utter Extirpation of moſt of 
the Nations on this Continent, was even then rooted in their 
Nature, and may be obſerved in the oldeſt Accounts that 
we have of them. However, as it was the Time of plant- 
ing Corn, and this Ship was to be diſpatched, Captain Smith 
thought thoſe and other things more urgent at that time, 
and therefore deferred the Diſcovery, till he could perform 
it with leſs Charge and more Leiſure. 

WEN Newport left the Country, Powhatan preſented 
him with twenty Turkies, and in Return demanded twenty 
Swords, which were immediately ſent him. Afterwards 
he preſented Captain Smith with the like Number; but 
having no Swords in Return, he was highly offended, and 
ordered his People to take them by Stratagem or Force. 
So that they became inſufterably troubleſome and inſolent, 
would ſurpriſe the Engliſh at their Work, and ſeiſe their 
Swords at the very Ports of Fames-Town. The Preſident 
and Martin, who now bore the Sway, would keep their 
Houſes, or do any thing, rather than tranſgreſs a ſtrict 
Command from England, not to offend them. But at 
length they happened to meddle with Captain Smith, who 
gave them a rough Encounter, hunted them up and down 
the Iſland, and ſeiſed ſeven, whom he whipped and impri- 
ſoned. By this and other ſmart Proceedings, he brought 
them to Submiſſion ; and they unanimouſly confeſſed, that 
they acted by Powhatan's Direction, in order to get Swords 
from the Engliſh, to cut their own Throats ; and they like- 
wiſe diſcovered, how, where, and when, this Deſign was 
to be put in Execution; all which was confirmed by man 
concurrent Circumſtances. But Powhatan, finding chat 
things went not according to his Deſire and Intent, ſent Pa- 


cahontas with Preſents, to excuſe himſelf ſor the Injuries 


done by ſome of his ungovernable Captains; and he deſired 
their Liberty for this time, with Aſſurances of his Love 
and Friendſhip for ever. And Smith having given them a 
proper Correction, delivered them to Pocahontas ; for whoſe 
Jake alone he pretended to ſave their Lives, and give them 
their Liberty. Thus, without the Death of one Man, he 
Jeſtrained their Inſolence, and brought them into ſuch 2 
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s fright them; whereas before they had ſometimes Peace 


25 Ratcli 
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fect Fear and Obedience, that his very Name was ſufficient 


* and War twice in a Day, and feldom a Week paſſed with- 
out ſome Treachery or Ambuſcade. But the peaceable 
Council were highly offended at theſe Proceedings, and ex- 
poſtulated warmly with him for his Raſhneſs and Cruelty. 

THERE had been a Diſpute between Martin and Smith, 
whether this Ship ſhould be laded with Cedar or Dirt. 
But her Freight being concluded to be Cedar, ſhe was, by 
the Diligence of her Captain and Smith, quickly diſpatched. 
In her — Martin, being always ſickly and unſervice- 
able, and having his Head full of the idle Whimſy of a 
Gold Mine, was moſt willingly admitted to return to En- 
gland. In theſe two Ships, beſides Mr. Scrivener, came 
Malter Ruſſel, Doctor of Phyſic, Richard Fetherſtone, and 
ſome others of Note. And whilſt Nelſon and Smith were 
engaged in loading the Ship, Mr. Scrivener was neither idle 
nor flow in carrying on the Works of Fames-Town. But 
the Preſident's Prodieality and State went ſo deep, and was 
ſo ſenſibly felt in their ſmall Store, that he and Smith were 
obliged to bind him and his Paraſites to the Rules of Pro- 
portion. ; 8 

ON the ſecond of June Captain Nelſon fell down the 
River, and was accompanied to the Capes by Smith, who, 
in an open Boat of about three Tons Burthen, together 
with Dr. Ru ſſel and thirteen more, was going to diſcover 
Cheſapeake Bay. Parting with the Ship at Cape-Henry, 
they ſtood over to thoſe Iflands, which were then called, 
after him their firſt Diſcoverer, Smith's [Nlands. The firſt 
People they ſaw, were two grim and ſtout Indians on Cape 
Charles, with long Poles, like Javelins, headed with Bone. 

They ſternly demanded, what they were, and what they 
wanted; but grew afterwards more kind, and directed 
them to Accomack, the Habitation of their Merotwance. 
This King treated them very kindly, and was the come- 
lieſt, moff proper, and civil Indian, they had met with. 
They ſpoke the Language of Powhatan, and at that time 
lay under the Misfortune of a ſtrange Mortality, which 
they attributed to a Miracle. Paſſing on from thence, they 
coaſted it along, and ſearched every Inlet and Bay, that 
ſeemed proper for Harbours or Habitations ; and many 
Harbours they found for ſmall Veſſels, but none fit to re- 
ceive large Ships. Then ſpying many Iflands out in the 
Bay, they bore up for them ; but before they could reach 

them, there roſe ſuch a Guſt of Thunder, Lightning, 

Wind, and Rain, that with great Difficulty they eſcaped 


being foundered. "Theſe Iſlands they named Rufſel's Ilands, 
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ter Dr. Ruſſel; and they are the ſame with thoſe now 1608. 

— 2 lands. Being in Want of Water, and find- — 

ing none in theſe Iſlands, they were obliged to follow the 8. © " fo 

next Eaſtern Channel, which brought them into the River 

Wighcocomoco, which is the River now called Potomoke. 

The Northern Point, at the Mouth, they called Watkins's 

Point, and a Hill, on the South of Pokomoke Bay, Kees 

Hill, after two of the Company. Running up the River, 

the Natives at firſt threatened, with great Fury, to aſſault 

them; but at laſt became very tractable and kind. They 

dug in ſeveral Places, and ſearched their Habitations, * 

could get but little Water, and that mere Puddle. Yet 

ſuch was their Diſtreſs two Days after, that they would 

have refuſed a Quart full of Gold for a Point of that Pud- 

dle. 

DAR TIN from thence, they found on a high Point 
of Land, which they called Point Ployer, a Pond of freſh 
Water, but ſo exceedingly hot, that they ſuppoſed it to be 
ſome Bath. Then ſtanding over to ſome other Iſlands, 
there aroſe ſuch another I hunder-Guſt, that their Maſt 
and Sail was blown overboard, and ſuch mighty Waves 
over-racked their Boat, that they could ſcarce, with much 
Labour in bailing out the Water, keep her from ſinking. 
Two Days they ſtaid among theſe Iſlands, and becauſe of 
the Guſts and Storms that then happened, they called the 
Place Limbo ; but they are the ſame, which have ſince been 
named Wats's Iſlands. Having repaired the Loſs of their 
Sail with their Shirts, they ſtood over again to the Eaſtern 
Shore, and fell in with a pretty convenient River, then 
called Cuſcarawock. This is, what is laid down in our pre- 
ſent Charts by the Name of Wighcocomoco, by whatever 
Accident that Name hath ſhifted, in Proceſs of Time, from 
Pokomoke River to this. Here the Natives oppoſed them 
very furiouſly ; but leaving ſome Toys in their Huts, th 
brought ſome of them over at laſt, to be very fond and 
obliging. On this River lived the Nations of Sarapinagh, 
Nauſe, Arſeck, and Nantaquack, who were the beſt Mer- 
Chants and greateſt Traders of all the Indians of this 
Country. They had the fineſt Furs, and made large 
Quantities of the beſt Roanoke ; which was a Sort of white 
Bead, that occaſioned as much Diflention among thoſe 
Barbarians, as Gold and Silver among Chriſtians. They 
told the Engli/h of, and highly extolled, a great Nation, 
called the Mafſawomecks ; in Search of whom they return- 
ed again, by Limbo, into the Biy. And finding the Coaſt 
of the Eaftern Shore nothing but ſhallow, broken Ifles, 
and tor the moſt Part without freſh Water, they ſtood away 


from 
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1608. from thence acroſs the Bay, bearing a little upwards, and 
C-— fell in on the Weſtern Side, above the Mouth of Patuxent 
85 Ratcliffe River, againſt ſome high Clifts, which they called Riccard': 
endent.  Clifts, From hence they ſailed thirty Leagues farther 
Northward, without finding any Inhabitants. The Coaſt 

was all along well watered, but very mountainous and bar. 

Ten, except the Vallies, which were rich and fertile, but 
extremely thick wooded, and therefore abounded in Wolves, 

Bears, Deer, and other wild Beaſts. They paſſed by ma- 

ny Coves and ſmall Streams. The firſt they found navi- 

gable for a Ship, they called Bolus River, becauſe the Clay 

in many Places under the Cliſts, grew up in red and white 

Knobs, like Gum out of Trecs, and they concluded it to 

be Bole Armeniac and Terra Sigillata. This River, by its 

peo in 
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Situation and Bearings, muſt be the ſame with Pata 
Maryland. 

AND now Captain Smith's Crew, who at firſt feared no- 
thing ſo much as his too haſty Return, began to be very 
much foiled and fatigued. They had laid twelve or four- 
teen Days in that open Boat, were often tired at the Oars, 
and their Bread was ſpoiled and rotten with the Rain; fo 
that they were very importunate with him to return. But 
he reminded them of the memorable Reſolution of Sir 
Ralph Lane's Company, in the Diſcovery of the River Mo- 
ratuc, who inſiſted on his going forward, as long as they 
had a Dog left, which, being boiled with Saſſafras Leaves, 
would afford them a rich Repaſt in their Return. And he 
told them, what a Shame it would be, to oblige him to 
return, with ſo much Proviſion as they then had, when they 
could ſcarce ſay, where they had been, or give any Ac- 
count of what they were ſent to diſcover : That they could 
not deny, but he had ſhared with them in the worſt of 
what was paſt ; and he was willing, to take to himſelf the 
worſt Part of what was to come: That it was not likely 
any thing worſe ſhould befal them, than what had already 
happened; and that to return was as dangerous, as to pro- 
ceed. He therefore adviſed them to reſume their loſt 
Courage; for he was determined not to deſiſt, till he had 
ſeen the Maſſawomechs, found Patowmack, or traced the 
Head of the Bay. But after this, they were detained by 
the Wind and Weather three Days; which added ſuch a 
Diſcouragement, that three or four fell ſick, whoſe Diſſa- 
tisfaction and piteous Complaints at laſt prevailed with him 
to return. | 

Ox the 16th of June, they fell in with the Mouth of 
Patowmack, Their Fears being now gone, and Men reco- 
vered, they all agreed to take ſome Pains in the Diſcovery 
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and of that ſeven- mile broad River. For altho' Smith had been 
ren WM carried over it in his Captivity, yet he knew it not again by 
4 the Mouth. For thirty Miles they found no Inhabitants; 
her I but afterwards were conduged, by two Savages; up a little 
alt I bayed Creek, towards Nominy, where they diſcovered the 
Woods laid with Ambuſcades, to the Number of three or 
out four Thouſand Indians, ſtrangely grimmed and diſguiſed, 
es, and making a horrible ſhouting and yelling. They made 
a- many Bravadoes, and Smith prepared, with as great ſeem- 
ing Willingneſs, to encounter them. But commanding 
ay ſome Muſkets to be diſcharged on Purpoſe; the grazing of 
ite WW the Bullets on the Water, together with the Report and 
to WEccho of the Woods, ſo frighted and amazed them, that 
ts they threw down their Arms, and became very kind and 
un hearty Friends. They owned, they were commanded to 
betray that Party of Engliſh, by the Direction of Pow- 
lhatan, who was defired ſo to do, by ſome diſcontented 


o ſtay in the Country againſt their Will. They afterwards 
went up the River, as high as they could with their Boat z 
and were received in fome Places kindly, and in others in a 
hoſtile Manner. Up a ſmall River, then called Quiyough, 
hich I take to be Patewmack Creek, was a Mine like 
Antimony. In this the Indians dug, and waſhing away the 
Droſs in a clear Brook, which ran by, they put up the Re- 
ainder in little —_ and ſold it all over the Country, to 


ie eck their Bodies, Faces, and Idols; which made them 
0 ook like Blackamores, duſted over with Silver. Newport 
* ad carried ſome of theſe Bags home, and aſſured them, 
— hat they were found, upon Trial, to contain half Silver. 
d eing therefore very eager after this Mine, they obtained 


Tuides from Fapazaws, King of Patowmack, who lived at 
he Mouth of that little River, and went up to it ; but all, 
hey got, proved of no Value. Towards the Falls of Pa- 
towmack, they met ſeveral Parties of Indians in Canoes, 
oaded with the Fleſh of Bears, Deer, and other wild 
deaſts, which they generouſly imparted to them ; and in 
livers Places, they ſaw that Abundance of Fiſh, lying with 
heir Heads above Water, that their Barge driving among 
hem, for Want of a Net, they attempted to catch them 
vith a frying Pan. But they found that a bad Inſtrument 
o catch Fiſh. | 

FROM Pataumack they ſet Sail for Rappabanoct, or ay 
t was by many called, Toppahanock River; where the Cap- 
tain intended to viſit his Captivity-Acquaintance. , But their 
Boat, by Reaſon of tie Lowneſs of the Tide, ran aground 


dn ſome Shoals, at the Mouth of that River, where they 
F ſpied 
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Perſons at "ay aliens becauſe Captain Smith obliged tem 
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1608. ſpied many Fiſh, lurking in the Sedge. The Captain diverted 
——himſelf by nailing them to the Ground with his Sword; and 

8 Ratcliffe the reſt betaking themſelves to the ſame Sport, they took more 
rebdent. | Fiſh in an Hour, than they could eat in a Day. But Captain 
Smith, taking from his Sword a Fiſh, like a Thornback, 
with a long Tail, in the Midſt of which was a poiſoned 
Sting, of two or three Inches Length, bearded like a Saw 
on each Side, ſhe ſtruck her Sting into his Wriſt an Inch 
and a half. No Blood or Wound was ſeen, but only a little 
blue Spot ; yet ſuch was the Extremity of Pain, and his 
Hand, Arm, and Shoulder, were ſo fwoln in four Hours 
Time, that they all, with much Sorrow, expected his 
Death, and prepared his Grave in an Iſland by, as he him- 
ſelf directed. But it pleaſed God, by the Application of an 
Oil, which Dr. Ruſſel had with him, his Torment was ſo 
eaſed and aſſwaged before Night, that to the great Joy of 
the Company, he cat. of the Fiſh for his Supper. And in 
Memory of this Accident, they called the Iſle Stingray 
Iſland, after the Name of the Fiſh. | 
THEIR Proviſions being near ſpent, and being alſo de- 
terred by this Misfortune, they ſet Sail immediately for 
*James-Town ; and paſting by the Mouths of Pinkatank and 
 Pamunhey Rivers, they arrived the next Day at Kicquotan, 

% From thence they proceeded up to Y/arraſqueake ; where 

trimming their Barge with painted Streamers, and other ſuch 
Devices, they were taken for a Spaniſb Frigot at James 
Town, where they arrived the 21ſt of July. There they 
found the laſt Supply of Men all fick ; and of the reſt, ſome 
lame, ſome bruiſed, and all in a Tumult and Uproar againſt 
the unreaſonable Pride and Cruelty of the Preſident, whom 
they would as ſtrangely have tormented with Revenge, had 
it not been for this ſeaſonable Arrival of the Diſcovery 
Barge. He had riotouſly coi'ſumed the Store, and had 
greatly harraſſed and fatigued the People, in building an 
unneceſlary Houſe of Pleaſure for himſelf in the Woods. 
But their Fury was much appeaſed, by the good News of 
this Diſcovery, and by the Hopes, from fome miſtaken In- 
terpretation of the Savage's Account, that our Bay reached 
to the South-Sea, or ſomewhere near it; but above all, by 
the depoſing Ratch:ffe, and Captain Smith's taking the Go- 
vernment upon himlelt. e 

Fir Sp Smith ſubſtituted his good Friend Mr. Scrivener, who 
rſident. then lay excceding ill of a Calenture, in the Preſideney; 
_ jet and having fettled all things to his own, and the People's 
P.c6d.nt, Satisfaction, he ſtaid but three Days at Fames-Town. For 

the 24th of Jul, he ſet forward, with twelve Men, to fi- 
niſh the Diſcovery of the Bay, They were detained two 
| cf 
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d WW or three Days at Nicguotan, by contrary Winds, where 1608. 

d they were kindly entertained and feaſted by the King, and 

in Diverſion fired ſeveral Rockets, which greatly terrified Mt. _ 

and aſtoniſhed the poor Savages. From thence they an- — -* 
chored, the firſt Night, at Stingray Iſland; and the next 

Day, croſſing the Mouth of Patowmack, they haſted ta 

the River Bolus. - A little beyond that, they found the Bay 

divided into four Streams, all which they ſearched, as far 

as they could fail. Iwo of them they found inhabited, the 

Rivers Suſqueſahanock, and Tockwogh, ſince called Safſafraſs 

River. In croſſing the Bay, they met ſeven or eight Cas 

noes, full of Mafſawomecks, a great and powerful Nation , 
of Indians inhabiting upon ſome of the Lakes of Canada, : 
and the Original perhaps of thoſe, at preſent known by the 
Name of the Senecas or Six Nations. They were at that 
Time profeſt Enemies, and a great Terror, to the Nations 
dwelling on the upper Part of our Bay, and had then bcen 
at War with the Tockwoghs. After mutual Threats of Af- 
fault between them and the Engliſh, they were at laſt in- 
duced to go on board the Barge ; and by interchangeable 
Preſents becoming good Friends, they departed without 
farther Intercourſe or Converſation. ' 

THe next Day, entering the River Tockwogh, they were 
invironed with a Fleet of Canoes, full of armed Men. But 
_— to a Parley, and the Tockwoghs ſecing the 1a//a- 
womeck Arms, which they had preſented to the Engli/ the 
Day before, and which the Engliſb made them believe, 
they had taken in War, they were ſoon reconciled, and 
conducted them to their Town. It was palliſadocd round, 
mantled with the Barks of Trecs, had Scaftulds, like 
Mounts, and was breaſted very formally. The Men, Wo- 
men, and Children did their utmoſt to expreſs their Aﬀec- 
tion; and welcomed them with Songs, Dances, Fruits, 
and Furs, and with whatever elſe they had. Here the 
faw many Hatchets, Knives, and Pieces of Iron . nd Brats, 
which, they told them, they had from the 9u/qurſahancchs, 
a mighty Nation, dwelling on the chief of the tour Branches 
at the Head of the Bay, two Days Journey above the Falls 
by I of that River. They prevailed with two Tc to go 
0- WF and invite ſome of the Syſgur/ahanicks t them. In three 

or four Days, ſixty of thoſe gigantic Vicple came doven, 
ho with Preſents of various Kinds; and the Wind being too 
high for their Canves, five of their chief Werovances 
es W came boldly on board the £nglifh Barge, and croſſed the 
Bay to Teckwoo h. 
f- „ THIs Nation of the Suſyneſabanicks coull muſter a- 
bout ſix Hundred ſighting Men, and lived in palliſadocd 
ah 9 4 Towns, 
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guage ſounded deep, and ſolemn, and hollow, like a Voice 


ders, while the Noſe and Teeth hung dangling down upon 


going through the Mouth, and Paws hanging to the Noſes 
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Towns, to defend themſelves againſt the Maſſawomeck, 
their mortal Enemies. "They were very large, well-pro- 
portioned Men, and appeared like Giants to the Englif 
and other Indians; yet ſeemed of an honeſt and ſimple Dif- 
poſition, and were ſcarcely reſtrained from adoring the En- 
gliſh, as Gods. And their Language and Attire were very. 
ſuitable to their Stature and Appearance. For their Lan- 


in a Vault. Their Attire was the Skins of Bears and 
Wolves, ſo cut, that the Man's Head went through the 
Neck, and the Ears of the Bear were faſtened on his Shoul- 


his Breaſt. Behind was another Bear's Face ſplit, with 2 
Paw hanging at the Noſe. And their Sleeves, coming down 
to their Elbows, were the Necks of Bears, with their Arms 


One had the Head of a Wolf, hanging to a Chain, for a 
Jewel; and his Tobacco Pipe was three Quarters of a Yard 
long, carved with a Bird, a Deer, and other Devices at 
the great End; which was ſufficient to beat out a Man 
Brains. They meaſured the Calf of the largeſt Man's Leg, 
and found it three Quarters of a Yard about, and all th 
reſt of his Limbs were in Proportion; ſo that he ſeemed 
the ſtatelieſt and moſt goodly Perſonage, they had ever be- 
held. His Arrows were five Quarters long, headed with 
the Splinters of a white chryſtal-like Stone, in Form of: 
Heart, an Inch broad, and an Inch and half, or more, long, 
"Theſe he carried at his Back, in a Wolf's Skin for his Qui- 
ver, with his Bow in one Hand, and his Club in the other. 

TAE Manner of the Engliſh was daily to have Prayen 
with a Pſalm ; at which Solemnity thoſe poor Barbarians 
wondered greatly. Prayers being done, the Suſqueſahanoct 
held a Conſultation ; and then began in a very paſſionate 
Manner to hold up their Hands to the Sun, with a mok 
frightful Song. Then embracing Captain Smith, they be 
gan to adore him in like Manner. He rebuked them fot 
it; but they perſiſted, till their Song was finiſhed. After 
which, with a ſtrange furious Action, and a diſmal Voice, 
they began an Oration of their Love ; which ended, they 
covered him with a large painted Bear's Skin. One ſtood 
ready with a great Chain of white Beads, weighing fix d 
ſeven Pounds, which he hung about his Neck, The othess 
had eighteen Mantles, made of divers Sorts of Skins ſewe! 
together; all which, with many other Baubles, they laid a 
his Fect ſtroaking their Hands about his Neck, for his Crea- 
tion to be their Governor and Protector. They promiſe 
him Aids of Men and Victuals, and even offered all, that 
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they had, if he would ſtay with them, to defend and re- 


venge them on the Maſſawomecks. But he was obliged to . 


leave them at Tackwogh, very ſorrowful for his Departure; 

et promiſed to viſit them again the next Year. They 
tall nothing of Powhatan and his Territories, but the 
Name; and they informed the Engliſh, that their Hatchets 
and other Commodities came originally from the French of 
Canada. 

HAvING ſearched all the Rivers and Inlets, worth 
Note, they paſſed down the Bay, naming all the remark- 
able Head-lands and Places after ſome of the Company or 
their Friends. On the River Patuxen they found the 
People tractable and civil above all others. They, as well as 
the Patotumacis, were very urgent with Smith to revenge 
them on the Maſſawomecks, which he promiſed to do, but 
was afterwards croſſed in his Purpoſe. For depending upon 
the Aſfiſtance and Proviſions of thoſe two Nations, and of 
the Suſgueſahanocks, he was very willing to hazard his Per- 
ſon in the Expedition ; and therefore, after his Return, he 
petitioned the Council for forty Men, to effect ſuch a Con- 
queſt and Diſcovery. But the Council, envying his In- 
duſtry and Succeſs, and deterred perhaps alſo by the Diffi- 
culty of the Undertaking, refuſed to riſque the Lives of fo 
many Men, in fo long and fo dangerous an Enterpriſe. 

In the Diſcoyery of Rappahanock River, ny were 
kindly receiyed and entertained by the People of Maraugh- 
tacund. Here they met with an old Friend and Acquain- 
tance, one Moſco, a luſty Indian of Migheocomeco on the 
River Patowmack. They ſuppoſed him ſome Fremchman's 
don, becauſe, he had a thick, black, buſhy Beard, and the 
Indians ſeldom have any at all. And he was not a little 
proud of this, and to ſee ſo many of his Countrymen. He 
was very officious and uſeful to the Engliſh ; and adviſed 
them, by all Means not to paſs over to the Rappahanecks, 
who would certainly kill them for being Friends with the 
Mhoraughtacunds, who had lately ſtolen three of their 
King's Women. But thinking, he only ſaid this to ſecure 
their Trade to his Friends, they croſſed the River to the 
Rappahanocks. There, under Pretence of Trade, they were 
invited up Rappabanoct Creek, where they had laid an Am- 
buſh ; and after a ſmart Skirmiſh, in which many Indian 
were ſlain and wounded, the Engliſb came off Victors with- 
out the leaſt Hurt. Having driven them up into the Woods, 
they ſeized three or four Canoes, full of Commodities, 
which, with ſome Arrows, they had gathered up, they 
preſented to Moſeo for his Kindneſs. And he, on his Part, 
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beſt martial Order under Arms, that he could procure of the 


. AHAoraughtacunds. 
M t Fcri- 


Venter V ce- 


Preſident. 


Tuk x ſpent the reſt of the Day in fitting up their Boat 
with a Breaſt-work of wok i nn Targets, which they 
had received from them, as Preſents, at the Head of the Bay, 
and which had been of ſingular Uſe in the Battle with the 
Rappahanocks. They were made of ſmall Twigs, woven 
together ſo firmly with Strings of wild Hemp and Silk-graſs, 
that no Arrow could poſhbly pierce them. The next 
Morning, they ſet Sail up the River; and Moſco followed 
along the Shore, and at laſt deſired to go with them in the 
Boat. As they paſſed by Piſacack, Matchopeake, and Me. 
cuppom, three Towns, fituate on the North Side of the 
River, on high, white, clay Clifts, with a low Marſh over 
againſt them, and the River but narrow (the Place, where 
the Hriſie Works now are) thirty or forty Rappahanocks 
had ſo diſguiſed themſelves with Branches, that they took 
them for little Buſhes, growing in the Sedge. They - ſaw 
their Arrows often ſtrike againit the Targets, and drop into 
the River ; and at laſt AZzſco, falling flat on his Face in 
the Boat, cried out; The Rappahranechs. - They ſoon per- 
ceived them to be the Buſhes in the Sedge, which at the firſt 
Volley fell down. And when they had paſſed about half a 
Mile further, they again ſhewed themſelves, ſinging and 
dancing very merrily. But they were kindly treated by the 
reſt of the Nations to the Falls, and they even uſed thei 
utmoſt Intereſt with Moſco, to bring the reli to them. 
Between Secobech, on the South, and /4af/awteck, on the 
North Side of the River, there was a ſmall Iſland or two, 
which made the River broader, than ordinary. Here Mr, 
Richard Fetherſtone, one of their Company died; who, from 
his firſt coming to the Country, had behaved himſelf honeſtly, 
valiantly, and induſtriouſſy. "they buried him in a little Bay, 
which they then called Fether/tone's Bay, with a Volley of 
their Arms. But the reit of the laſt Supply, who had, on the 
Expedition, been miſerably ſick and harraſſed with their Sea- 
ſoning, had by this time perfectly recovered their Health. 

THE next Day, they ſailed up as high, as their Boat 
could go, ſetting up Croſſes, and carving their Names on 
the Trees ; which they conſtantly did at all the higheſt 
Places, they went to. As they ranged about at the Falls, 
the Sentinel faw an Arrow ill by him; and giving the A- 
arm, they perceived about an hundred nimble Indians, 
{1&:pping from Tree to Urec, and letting fly their Arrows as 
faſt as they could. But after half an Hour's Skirmiſh, they 
all voniſhed as ſudieniy, as they came. As the Engliſh re- 
turned from the Purſuit, they found an Indian, lying as 
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dead, ſhot in the Knee. Moſco, who had been of great Ser- 1668. 


vice in the Battle, was as furious to beat out his Brains, as 


ever Dog was againſt a Bear. But protecting him from his Marr. Scri- 


wvener V1icgs 
Preſident, 


Rage, and carrying him to the Surgeon, who attended to 
cure the Captain's Hurt of the Stingray, he was within an 
Hour ſe far recovered, that he both eat and ſpoke. He 
was Brother to the King of Haſſininga, one of the four 
Nations of the Mannahicks. Theſe were a People, dwel- 
ling above the Falls of Rappahanock, Neighbours to, and in 
ſtrict Friendſhip and Alliance with the Jdanakins againſt 
Powhatan and his Territories. For the Manakins were not 
confined to one Place or Town, as is vulgarly thought, bat 
ſpread all that Country, from a ſmall Diſtance above the 
Falls of James River up to the Mountains, in ſeveral Towns; 
and they were the Heads or Chiefs of the League and 
Confederacy of the upland and mountain Indians againſt the 
Power and Tyranny of Powhatan. "Theſe Mannahocks, 
their Neighbours and Allies, lived on ſmall Streams, in a 
hilly Country, chiefly by hunting; and were then come 
down to fiſh at Mohaſtabod, a ſmall hunting Town, on the 
North Side of the Falls of Rappahaneck, and the Boundary 
between them and the Nantaughtacunds, a large Nation on 
the navigable River, below the Falls. The Englih aſked 
their Priſoner; Why tl ey had endeavoured to deſtroy them, 
who came to them in Peace, to ſeek their Friendſhip, He 

anſwered, that they heard, the Engliſb were a People, come 

from under the World, to take their World from them. 
Being aſked ; how many Worlds, he knew, he ſaid, he 
knew none but that, which was under the Sky, that cover- 
ed him, and which conſiſted of the Powhatans, the Mana- 
bins, and the Maſſuwomecks, And he told them, that the 
laſt dwelt on a great Water, had many Boats, and ſo many 
Men, that they warred on all the World beſides. After 
many other Queſtions concerning the Country, eſpecially 
beyond the great Mountains, to which he could give no 
ſatisfactory Anſwers, they preſented him with ſome La * 


and perſuaded him to go along with them, But he preſſed 


them much to ſtay the coming of the Mannabokt Kings, 
who, for their good Uſage to him, ſhould be their Friends, 
And notwithſtanding Maſco's eager Repreſentations to be 
gone, they reſolved to ſtay till Night, preparing themſelves 
to entertain, whatever ſhould come, 

ALL this while the King of Haſſininga was ſecking the 
reſt, and held a long Conſultation, what to do, When the 
Engliſh had weighed, and were gone, they followed them 
all Night, yelling, and hollowing, and ſhooting their Arrows, 
and would come to no Terms or Diſcourſe, But in the 

F 4 Morn- 
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Morning, being brought to a Parley, Amorolech, the Priſo- 


ner, held a long Diſcourſe with them.. He told them, how 
Mart Si good the Engliſh were, and how kindly they had uſed him; 


Vene Vice- 


Prefident, 


that they had a Patowmack with them, that loved them as 
his Life, and would have ſlain him, had they not prevented 
it; and that he might have his Liberty if they would be. 
Friends; to which he advifed them by all means, ſince to do 
them any Hurt was impoſſible. Upon this they all hung 
their Bows and Quivers upon the Trees; and one came 
ſwimming aboard with a Bow ticd on his Head, and another 
with a Quiver of Arrows. Having preſented them to the 
Captain, he uſed them very kindly, and told them, that the 
other three Kings ſhould do the ſame, and then the great 
King of his World thould be their Friend. This was no 
ſooner demanded, than performed ; and fo going aſhore on 
a low moraſs Point of Land, thofe four Kings came, and 
received Amoroleck, And after many mutual Civilities and 
Preſents, the Engliſh departed, leaving four or five hundred 
Mannahzicks, ſinging and dancing, and making loud and 
barbarous Rejoicings. 

IN their Return down the River they viſited all their 
Friends, who rejoiced much at their Victory over the Man- 
nahocks, By their Intreaty, Captain Sith was induced to 
make Peace with the Rappabanochs; upon Condition, that 
they ſhould preſent him the King's Bow and Arrows, and 
not offer to come armed, where he was; and that they 
ſhould be Friends with the Moraughtacunds, his Friends, 
and give their King's Son a Hoſtage for the Performance. 
Accordingly, the Kings of Nantauzhtacund and ÞFiſaſack 
met the Arngl;h at the Place, where they firſt fought. 
There the King of Rappahanzck preſented his Bow and Ar- 
rows, and performed all, they demanded, except the de- 
livering his Son. For having no other, he ſaid, he could 
not live without him ; and he offered in his Stead, to give 
up the three Women, which the Maraughtacundt had 
Molen from him. This was accepted; and the Women 
being brought, Captain Smith preſented each of them with 
a Chain of Beads. Then cauſing the King of Rappabanocł, 
of Mhraughtacund, and Moſco to ſtand before him, he bid 
the King of Rappahaneck take her, he loved beſt, Me- 
raughtacund to chuſe next, and to Moſco he gave the third, 
And thus was the Peace concluded and celebrated with 
feaſting, ſinging, and dancing. And Moſco, to expreſs his 
Love to the #ngli/h, changed his Name to Uttaſantaſough, 
which ſignified in their Language, Stranger, and was the 
Name, by which they called the ZAng/iſh. And then all 


the Indians, promiſing to be always their Friends, and to 


plant 
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plant Corn purpoſely for them; and the Engliſh, on their 1608. 
Side, to provide Hatchets, Beads, and Copper for them; > 


they departed, giving them a Volley of their Fire-Arms, 
which they returned with as loud Shouts and Cries, as their 
Strengths could utter. 

THAT Night they anchored in the River Piankatank, 
and diſcovered it as high as it was navigable. But the Peo- 
ple were gone out to hunting, except a few old Men, Wo- 
men, and Children, that were tending their Corn. Of theſe 
they obtained a Promiſe of Part, when they ſhould fetch it ; 
as they had likewiſe done of all the Nations, where-ever 
they had been. Going from thence to Point 22 they 
were in a Bay on the South of the Mouth of York River, 
then called Goſnold's Bay, ſurpriſed, in the Night, with 
ſuch a ſudden Guſt of Thunder and Rain, that they never 
expected more to ſee Fames-Town. But diſcerning the 
Land by the Flaſhes of Lightening, they avoided ſplitting 
on the Shore; till, by the Help of the ſame Light, they 
found Point Comfort, where they landed, and refreſhed them- 


| ſelves the reſt of the Night. 


Having: diſcovered ſo many Nations at a Diſtance, 
they thought it highly proper and neceſſary to know their 
near Neighbours, the Che/apeates, and Nan ſamonds, of whom 
they had, as yet, only heard. "Therefore ſetting Sail for 
the Southern Shore, they entered a narrow River, then 
called Cheſapeake, but now E!ſabeth, on which the Town 
of Norfolk ſtands. It had a good Channel, but ſome Shoals 
about the Entrance. They failed up ſix or ſeven Miles, 
and ſaw two or three little Garden-plots, with Houſes, and 
the Shores overgrown with the largeſt Pines they had ever 
ſeen in the Country. But neither ſeeing, nor hearing any 
People, and their River being very narrow, they returned 
back, and coaſted the Shore towards Nanſamend, which 
they found to be chiefly Oyſter-Banks. At the Mouth of 
Nanſamond, they ſpied fix or ſeven Indians, making their 
Weirs, who preſently fled. But the Engliſb went aſhore, 
and threw divers Toys where they were working, and ſo 
departed. They were not gone far, before the [ndians re- 
turned, and began to fing, and dance, and call them back, 
One of them game voluntarily into their Boat, and invited 
them up the River to his Houſe, which was in a little 
Iſland, where (as well as on the main Land againſt it) th 
faw many and large Corn- fields. He treated them with 
great Civility, and they in return, preſented him, his Wife, 
and Children, with ſuch Toys as highly pleaſed them? 
By that time the others being come, invited them higher 


kp the River, under Pretence of going to their Houſes 
likewiſe, 
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likewiſe. But they ſoon found, that they only intended te 


A decoy them up into the Narrows of the River, where the 
Mat, Scri- whole Nations of the Nanſemonds and Cheſapeaks, were in 


wener Vice- 


Nrcſident. 


Ambuſh to receive them. Having diſcovered the Trea- 
chery, they made the beit of their Way down into the 


Open, amidſt the Shot of three or four hundred Indians, 


which they returned from their Muſkets with ſuch Effect, 
that they ſoon made them glad to take Shelter behind the 
Trees. Above an hundred Arrows ſtuck in their Breaſt- 
work of Maſſawomeck Targets, and about the Boat, yet 
none was hurt. Only Anthony Bagnall, the Surgeon, was 
ſhot in his Hat, and another in the Sleeve. Having gained 
the Open againſt the Iſland, they ſeiſed on all their Canoes, 
and reſolved, upon Conſultation, to burn every thing on 
the Iſland at Night. In the mean while they began to cut 
to Pieces their Canoes ; at the Sight of which the Indians 
threw down their Arms, and ſued for Peace ; which the 
Engliſh granted, on Condition, they would bring their 
King's Bow and Arrows, with a Chain of Pearl; and ſhould, 
when they came back again, give them four hundred 
Baſkets of Corn. Otherwiſe they threatened, to break all 
their Canocs, to burn their Houſes and Corn, and to de- 
ſtroy all that they had. To theſe Conditions the Indians 
moſt joyfully agreed; and flocking down in great Numbers 
with their Baſkets, they ſoon loaded their Boat with Corn, 
and ſo parted good Friends. 

AND thus having viewed and reconnoitered all the Places 
on the Bay, one of the fineſt perhaps and moſt commodious 
Countries in the World, which Nature ſeems to have 
formed for one noble and complete Dominion, but which 
is ſince unhappily divided by the large Grant to the Lord 
Baltimore, and having paſſed about three thouſand Miles, 
according to their own Computation, in that ſmall and open 
Boat, and in the Miſt of many barbarous and ſavage Na- 
tions, they returned with Joy and Triumph to James 
Town, where they arrived fate the 7th of September, 1608. 
There they found Mr. Scrivener, and ſeveral others, well 
recovered ; fome ſick; many dead; the late Preſident a 
Priſoner for Mutiny 3 and the Corn, by Mr. Scrivener's 
honeſt Diligence, gathered; but the Proviſions in the Store 
much injured by the Rain. 

Bur whilft Captain S$-:7h and others were thus induſtri- 
ouſly engaged in making good this Settlement, the Second 
or Northern Colony, granted by the Letters patent to the 
Town of Plimouth, and others, was embraced and under- 
taken by ſeveral Perſons of Fortune and DiſtinRion, and 
particularly by Six 7:5:z Popham, Lord Chiet-Juſtice of E 1 

| | Clan 
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0 land. He was a Gentleman of one of the greateſt Families 7608. 
e 5 the Weſt of England, but is memorable to all Poſterity — 


n for his infamous Partiality and Injuſtice in the Trial of Sir Uno 2 
1 Malter Ralegh. However, he was a Perſon, at that Time, prchdent. 
e of great Power and Intereſt, and in high Eſteem with many 

* for Wiſdom and Virtue; and having procured Men and 


, Money, he ſent Captain George Popham, as Preſident, Cap- 

e tain Ralegh Gilbert, as Admiral, and many other Gentle- 

— men in ſeveral Poſts and Offices, with an hundred Men, to 

poſſeſs and ſettle the Country. They ſet Sail from Pli- 

mouth, the laſt of May, 1607, and fell in with ſome Iflands, 

then called Monahigan. From thence they proceeded to 

the Continent, and ſettled upon a very barren and rocky 

Coaſt, at the Mouth of Sagadahock, a large navigable Ri- 

ver, which muſt be either the River Saco in New- England, 

or elſe St. Fuan in Acadia. But thatWinter was ſo extreme- . 

ly cold and frozen, that they could not range much about, 

nor ſearch the Country; and their Proviſion was fo ſcanty, 

that they were obliged to ſend all, except forty five of their 

Company, back. Captain Popham, their Preſident, died 

ſoon ; and not long after, they were informed by the Ships 

that brought them Supplies, of the Death of the two prin- 

cipal Promoters and Supporters of the Undertaking, the 

Lord Chief- Juſtice Pophay, and Sir Fohn Gilbert. This . 

laſt Gentleman, who was Brother, or perhaps rather Ne- 

phew, to the famous Sir Humphry Gilbert, before-menti- 

oned, was choſen Preſident of the Council for the Northern | 

Colony. His Brother, Captain Ralegh Gilbert, Admiral 4 

of this Colony, ſucceeding to his Eſtate, was obliged to re- | F 

turn to England, to enter upon his Inheritance, and take 

Care of his Aﬀairs. And the reſt alſo, being doubtful of 

proper Aſſiſtance and Encouragement, and having no Proſ- 

* in the Country, but of the moſt extreme Miſery and 
amine, all returned to England this Lear 1608. And 

thus was this Plantation begun and ended in one Vear; and 

that vaſt Grant, in which lay large Tracts of fine and no- 

ble Country, was ſtigmatized in the Groſs, and deſpiſed, 

as a cold, barren, mountainous, and rocky Deſert. 
ABoUT this Time alſo, Captain Henry Hudſon diſco- 

vered Long-Iſland, New-York, Hudſon's River, and the 

Parts adjacent. As the Engliſh were buſily employed in 

their own Diſcoveries and Settlements, he could hope for 

but little Advantage from his own Country ; and therefore 

he applied himſelf to the States-General of the United Pra- 

vinces, and ſold this important Diſcovery to them. But 

this Sale was always excepted againſt by the Engliſh, as the 

Diſcovery was made by his Majeſty's Commiſſion, and the 
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Sale paſſed without the King's Conſent, to whom, of Right, 


» all new Lands and Diſcoveries belong. However, the Dutch 
Mat. Scri- crept in by Degrees, built new Amſterdam, and other 


Towns, ſtrongly fortified themſelves, planted, and became 
a flouriſhing Colony. 


Do cron Whitgift, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, a Man 


of a mild and gentle Diſpoſition, having died four Years 
before this, was ſucceeded in that high Preferment by 
Dr. Richard Bancroft, a Perſon of a quite different Tem- 


per. He had very high Notions with Relation to the Go- 


vernment of both Church and State ; and was accordingly a 
reat Stickler for, and Promoter of, the King's abſolute 
Pome; and failed not to take all Occaſions, to oblige the Pu- 
ritans to conform to the Church of England. This Prelate's 
Harſhneſs and Warmth cauſed many of that People to take 
the Reſolution this Year of ſettling themſelves in Virginia, 
and ſome were actually come off for that Purpoſe. But the 
Arch-biſhop finding, that they were peparing in great Num- 
bers to depart, obtained a Proclamation from the King, for- 
bidding any to go, without his Majeſty's expreſs | 
And this was the more readily granted, as the Court mor- 
tally hated that Sect, and were now afraid, that they would 
become too numerous and too powerful in Virginia. 


„ Sip IN Virginia, on the 1oth of September, by the Election of 
Deda the Council, and the Requeſt of the Colony, Captain Smith 


was inveſted with the Government; which, till then, he 
would by no Means accept, tho' often importuned to it. 
And now the building of Ratclife's Palace was ſtopped, and 
Works of more immediate Uſe and Neceflity undertaken. 
The Church was repaired; the Store-houſe new covered; and 


a Place made ready for the Reception of the Supplies, they 


daily expected from England. The Fort was reduced into 


Form; the Order of the Watch was renewed ; the T roops 


trained at each Setting of the Watch ; and the whole Com- 
pany every Saturday exerciſed, in the Plain towards the 777. 
which was prepared for that Purpoſe, and called Smith feld; 
where ſometimes above an hundred Indians would ſtand in 
Amazement, to behold how a File would batter a Tree, 
where the Preſident had made them a Mark to ſhoot at. 
And now being the Time of gathering Corn, and of Plenty 
among the Indians, the Boats were trimmed for Trade, and 
ſent out under the Command of Lieutenant Percy. But in 
their Way, meeting. Captain Newport with the ſecond Sup- 

ply, he brought them hack to Fames-Town, 
CAPTAIN Newpert was in reality an empty, idle, in- 
tereſted Man ; very fearful and ſuſpicious in Times of Dan- 
ger and Difficulty ; but a very great and important Perſon 
; 22 
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in his own Talk and Conceit. He had, by the Advantage 
of going to and fro, gained ſo much upon the Ear and 


Confidence of the Council and Company in England, that Jeb» Satich 


whatever he propoſed, was, for the moſt part, concluded 4 
and reſolved on. And upon this Voyage, he obtained a 
private Commiſſion, not to return without a Lump of Gold, 
a Certainty of the South-Sea, or one of the loſt Company, 
ſent out by. Sir alter Ralegh. Beſides, he brought an 
expreſs Command, to diſcover the Country of the Mana- 


* kins, with a Barge, for Conveniency of Carriage, to be 


taken into five Pieces, which they were to carry beyond 
the Falls, to convey them to the South-Sea. He likewiſe 
brought over a Crown for Powhatan, with Orders for his 
Coronation, and Preſents of a Baſon and Ewer, Bed, Bed- 
ſtead, Cloaths, and other coſtly Novelties ; which ſtately 
Kind of Court had this bad Effect, that it made him value 
himſelf too much, and overrate his Favour, which they had 
before much better for a plain Piece of Copper. In this 
Voyage came over many Perſons of Diſtinction ; Captain 
Peter Wynne, and Captain Richard Waldo, two old Soldiers 
and valiant Gentlemen, both appointed of the Council ; Mr. 
Francis Weſt, Brother to the Lond Delawarr ; Ralegh Cro- 
ſhaw; John Ruſſel, Fobn Codrington, Daniel Tucker, Mr. 
Hunt, Thomas Foreſt, and others, to the Number of ſeven- 
ty Perſons. In this Ship likewiſe arrived Mrs. Foręſt, and 
Anne Burras, her Maid, the firſt Engliſhwomen ever in this 
Country. And eight Poles and Germans were ſent, to make 
Pitch, Tar, Glaſs, Mills, and Soap-Aſhes ; which, when 
the Country was repleniſhed with People and Neceſlaries, 
would have done exceedingly well, but in that their infant 
State, they were only a Burthen and Hindrance to the reſt, 
who were ſufficiently puzzled and employed to find Sub- 
ſiſtance for themſelves, 

CAPTAIN Smith, whoſe Mind was ſolid and provident, 
and plainly forefaw the ill Conſequence of ſpending that Time 
in theſe Projects, which ought to be employed in the ſpeedy 
Diſpatch of the Ship, and in trading and laying in a Store 
of Proviſions for the Year, was much mortified and per- 
plexed with theſe Orders, and ſtrenuouſly oppoſed their Exe- 
Cution in Council. But Newport undertook to freight the 
Bark of twenty Tons with Corn, in going and returning 
from the Manatins ; and to obtain another Load for her of 
Powhatan, from Hernwicomaco, He alſo promifed a large 
Proportion of Victuals from the Ship; which he was ſo far 
from performing, that the Colony was obliged to ſpare him 
three Hogſhe.ds of Corn to victual him homeward. In 
ſhort, he repreſented Smith's Cppoſiticn, as a mere Device, 
| 0 
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168. to hinder his Journey, that he might himſelf effect the Diſ- K 


| Wy — covery; and he ſaid, that his Cruelty to the Indians might Al 
| | Jobn Smith yell be a Means to hinder theſe Deſigns, and to make them ir 


| 
| Prolident. ſeek Revenge. Smith's Opinion being therefore over-ruled 11 
| by the unanimous Voice of the Council, all other Works and tl 
A eſigns were laid aſide, and an hundred and twenty choſen . MW 3 
| Men appointed for Newport's Guard on the Expedition. | 
Bu 1 Smith, to clear himſelf of theſe Suſpicions, and to t 
ſhew, that the Indians were not ſo deſperate, as was pre- t 


tended by Newport, and how willing he was to aſſiſt, as 
far as he could, undertook: himſelf to carry their Meſſage 
to Powhatan, and to invite him to 'Fames-Town' to receive 
his Preſents. And taking with him only Captain Waldo, 
and three more, he went acroſs by Land, about twelve 
Miles, to Werotuccomoco, where he paſſed the River in an 
Indian Canoe. Powhatan, being thirty Miles off, was im- 
mediately ſent for; and in the mean time, Pocahontas and 
her Women entertained him with a ſtrange Maſk and 
f barbarian Piece of Revelry, and feaſted them with all the 
| ſavage Dainties, they could deviſe. The next Day Pow- 
hatan came, and Smith delivered his Meſſage, together with 


4 Namontackh, his Servant, whom he had ſent to England, 
h And he deſired him to come to his Father Newport, to re- 


effectual Revenge againſt the Manatins. To this that ſub- 


l ceive his Preſents, and to enter upon Meaſures for their 
| tle Barbarian anſwered : That if their King had ſent him any 


rn Preſents, he alſo was a King, and that was his Land: That 
1 he would ſtay eight Days, to receive them: That Newport 
0 ought to come to him, and not He to go to their Fort, which 
7 was too fooliſh a Bait to be taken : That as to the Manakins, 


he could revenge his own IWrongs; and for any ſalt Mater 
beyond the Mountains, he told him, that all the Relations, 
they had received from his People, were falſe. Whereupon 
he began to draw Plots upon the Ground, according to his 
Diſcourſe, of all thoſe Regions. Many other complimental 
Diſcourſes paſſed between them ; and ſo Smith returned 
with this Anſwer to 'Fames-T own. ; 
HEREUPON the Preſents were ſent round by Water, 
and the Captains went acroſs by Land, with a Guard of fifty 
Men. All being met at /Ferowocomoco, the next Day was 
appointed for his Coronation. Then the Preſents were 
brought; his Baſon and Ewer, Bed and Furniture, were 
ſet up ; and his Scarlet Cloak and Apparel, with much ado, 
put on him, being perſuaded by Namntack, that they would 
not hurt him. But a great Coil and "Trouble there was to 
make him kneel, to receive his Crown. He neither knew 
the Majeſty of a Crowg, nor the Meaning of bending the 
| Nnee— 
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amples, and Inſtructions, as tired them all. At laft, by lean- 


ing hard on his Shoulders, he ſtopped a little, and three, be- F:bn Smith 
ing ready with the Crown, put it on his Head; when, by Prefideats. © | 


the Warning of a Piſtol, the Boats were prepared with ſuch 
a Volley of Shot, that the King ſtarted up in a horrible 
Fright, till he ſaw, all was well. Then recollecting himſelf, 
to return their Kindneſs, he gave his old Shoes and Mantle 
to Captain Newport 3 and finding him determined to diſcover 
the Manatins, he did his utmoſt to divert him from his Pur- 
poſe, and refufed to lend him either Men or Guides, except 
Namontack. And ſo after ſome ſlight Compliments on both 
Sides, in Requital for his Preſents, he gave Newport a Heap 
of Ears of Corn, which might contain ſeven or eight Buſhels, 
and as much more was purchaſed in the Town, with which 
they returned to the Fort at James-Totun. 

MMEDIATELY upon their Return, Captain Newport, 
with an hundred and twenty choſen Men, led by Captain 
Waldo, Lieutenant Percy, Captain Lynne, Mr. 225 and 
Mr. Scrivener, ſet forward for the Diſcovery of the Mana- 
kins z leaving the Preſident at the Fort, with eighty or 
ninety weak and fickly Men, to load the Ship. Arriving at 


| the Falls, they marched by Land about forty Miles, and found 


a very fair, fertile, well-watered Country. Two Towns of 
the > Pd 150 they diſcovered, ſituate on the South Side of 
the River. The People uſed them neither well nor ill; yet 
for their Security, they took one of their petty Kings, and 
led him bound, to conduct them the Way. In their | $i 
they ſpent ſome Time in ſearching for Mines, having with 
them one Milliam Callicut, a Refiner, for that Purpoſe. 
From the Cruſt of Earth, which they dug, he perſuaded 
them, that he extracted ſome ſmall Quantity of Silver. 
With this poor Trial, they returned down the ſame Path, 
they went, to the Falls; where the Indians feigned, that 
many Ships were come into the Bay, to kill the Engliſb at 
— But as for their Corn, they had hid it in the 

oods, and could by no Means be induced to trade. And 
being thus deluded and difappointed, they returned to James- 
Town, half ſick, and all complaining, being ſadly harraſſed 
with Toil, Famine, and Diſcontent. 

No ſooner were they landed, but the Preſident diſperſed 
as many, as were able, fome to make Glaſs, and others 
for Pitch, Tar, and Soap-Aſhes. Leaving them at the Fort 
under the Councils Care and Overſight, he himſcif carried 
thirty about five Miles down the River, to learn to cut 
down Trees, make Clapboard, and lic in the Woods. A- 
Wong theſe he choſe C. Leads and Fohn Ruſſet, ws 
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1608: fine and proper Gentlemen of the laſt Supply. Theſe 
were, at firſt, ſtrange Diverſions for Men of Pleaſure, 
Ze“ Yet they lodged, eat, and drank, worked or played, only 
* as the Preſident himſelf did ; and all things were carried 
pleaſantly, that within a Week they became Maſters, and 
thirty or forty of ſuch voluntary Gentlemen, would have. 
done more in a Day than an hundred of the reſt, who muſt 
be driven to it by — Being inured to Labour by 
theſe means, they ſoon made it their Delight, to hear the 
Trees thunder, as they fell; and afterwards became very 
hardy, uſeful, and reſolute Men, eſpecially Mr. _ 
But the Axes often bliſtering their tender Fingers, they 
would, at every third Stroke, drown the Eccho, with a 
loud Volley of Oaths. To remedy which Sin, the Preſi- 
dent ordered every Man's Oaths to be numbered, and at 
Night, for every Oath, to have a Can of Water poured 
down his Sleeve; which ſo waſhed and drenched the Of- 
fender, that in a ſhort time, an Oath was not heard in « 

Week. | 
In the mean while, Mr. Scrivener, Captain Waldo, and 
Captain //ynne, at the Fort, each, in their ſeveral Way, 
carefully regarded theit Charge. But when the Preſident 
returned, ſeeing the Time conſumed, and no Proviſions 
got, and that the Ship lay idle at a great Charge, and 
did nothing, he immediately embarked in the Diſcovery 
Barge, taking with him eighteen Men and another Boat, 
and leaving Orders with the Council, to ſend Lieutenant 
Percy after him, with the next Barge, that arrived at 
the Fort. Going into Chickahominy, the Indians were 
ſurly, and knowing his Wante, with much Scorn and 
Inſolence refuſed to trade. But the Preſident, perceiving, 
it was Powhatar's Policy to ſtarve the Engliſb, told them, 
that he came not ſo much for Corn, as to revenge his own 
Captivity and the Death of his two Men; which he pre- 
tended to attribute to them. And ſo landing his Men, 
and making ready to charge them, they immediately fled. 
Soon after they ſent Ambaſſadors, with Corn, Fiſh, Fowl, 
ahd whatever elſe they had, to make their Peace. Their 
Corn being that Year but bad, they complained extremely 
of their own Wants, yet freighted their Boats with an 
hundred Buſhels, and in like manner Lieutenant Percy's, 
that not long after arrived. Returning to James-Toꝛun, the 
Colony was much pleaſed and revived by this ſeaſonable 
Supply. Yet ſuch was the Malice and Envy of ſome, that 
they had rather hazard a Starving, than that Smith's En- 
deavours ſhould prove ſo much more effectual, than theirs. 
And Newport and Ratcliffe had projected, not only to 5 
pole 
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ure, W tence, that, being Preſident, he had left his Place and the 
only Fort, without their Conſent, But their Horns were too 
d fo Wl ſhort, and they themſelves narrowly eſcaped a greater 
and Miſchief. : 


ALL this while, their old Tavern, the Ship, made as 
much of all them, that had either Money or Ware, as 
| could be defired. By this time, they were become perfeCt 
the on all Sides, the Sailers, the Soldiers, and the Indians; and 
e much more Care was taken, to maintain their private and 


2 pernicious Trade, than to provide things neceſſary for the 
1ey Colony. Newport and his Mariners had ſo many private 
| 2 Factors at the Fort, that in fix or ſeven Weeks, of two or 


ſ1. WW three hundred Axes, Hoes, Pick-axes, and other Inſtru- 
ments for the Uſe of the Colony, ſcarce twenty could be 
ed found; and for Pike-heads, Powder, Shot, or any thing 
Df. elſe they could ſteal, they knew well, how to convey them 
 « ſecretly, to trade with the Indians for Furs, Baſkets, young 
Beaſts, and other ſuch-like Commodities. So that, altho* 
Virginia afforded no Commodities for thoſe, who were at 
the Expence of the Settlement, yet theſe Men found 
Means, by theſe indirect Methods, of 22 on a very 
profitable Trade. And thus, by their falſe Excuſes, In- 
formations, and Advices in England, and by their unlawful 
Trade here, the Adventurers were couſened, and the Ac- 
tion almoſt overthrown. Upon this Account therefore, as 
well as under Pretence, that his Orders were, not to return 
without a Lump of Gold, a Certainty of the South-Sea, or 
one of Sir Walter Ralegh's loſt Company, the Preſident 
had once determined to ſend away the Ship, and to oblige 
Newport to ſtay one Year in the Cons, to learn to ſpeak 
of his own Experience. But upon his Submiſſion and Ac- 
knowledgment, this Puniſhment was remitted, and he was 
ſuffered to return to England in the Ship; where, it is 
not to be doubted, but that he repreſented Matters in the 
worſt Light. | 2 h 

IT is certain, that the Treaſurer and Council in England | 
were greatly diſappointed in their Hopes. For they expect- 
ed, upon their Diſcoveries in America, to have ſpeedy Re- 
turns in Gold and Silver, and ſuch other rich Commodi- 
ties, as the Spaniards found at their firſt Arrival. But Vir- 
ginia is not a Country of Mines. It is formed by Nature 
for producing all the Neceſſaries, or even Elegancies of 
Is, to as high a Degree, as perhaps any other Country 
Whatſoever. It lies under the ſame Clime, as ſome Parts 
of Spain, Italy, and Sicily, and is a Country of Plenty and 
Abundance ; and therefore, in the End, is more valuable, 


poſe him, but to keep him out of the Fort; under Pre- 4608. 
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The HISTORY of VIRGINIA, Book If 
and even richer, than thoſe Regions, which abound in Gol 
and Silver. The Truth of this is confirmed by Experience; 


"7 Smith and it is an undeniable Maxim in Politicks, that Comms. 


dities of the firſt Neceſſity, or ſuch as are of abfolute Uk 
for our Subſiſtance and the Support of Life, have a much 
greater real and intrinſic Value, than thoſe, which only 
receive an imaginary Worth, by Compact or Agreement, 
and are wholly deſigned, as a Gage, or Meaſure, of thi 
real and intrinſic Value of other Commodities. The true 
Riches therefore, and Power of every Country, depend 
upon the plentiful Production of Corn, Stocks, Cloathing, 
and other ſuch Commodities of the firſt Neceſſity; the 
Want of which can, by no Means, be ſupplied by ever { 
great an Abundance of Gold and Silver. But the Want d 
them, on the contrary, may be, and often have been, ſup- 
plied, by ſtamped Leather, 'T allies, Shells, Paper, or othe 
ſuch arbitrary Repreſentations. But altho' theſe Neceſſ# 
ries of Life are of this greater real Value, yet they are no 
to be had at once. Previous Preparations by Culture, Ma. 
nufacturing, Stocks, and other Improvements, are neceſſy 
ry; which often require a long Time to bring them to am 
tolerable Degree of Perfection. And the Engliſh, when 
they firſt came to Virginia, happened upon a Land, juſt a 
God had made it, littled planted, manured, or improved, 
The Inhabitants were an idle, improvident, vagabond Peo- 
ple; knowing nothing of Gold and Silver, and other valus 
ble Commodities; and careleſs of every thing, but jul 
from Hand to Mouth. 

Bur however free they might be from Blame, the 
Council in England were certainly very much fretted with 
the Diſappointment, and by this Ship, wrote the Preſident 
a very angry Letter. They complained of the vain Hopes, 
they had been fed with, and very ſmall Proofs ; and of their 
Factions and filly Projects about dividing the Country, cor- 
cerning which the late Preſident and his Faction had written 
ſome idle Story to the Earl of Saliſbury, at that time chief 
Minifter of State. And they threatened, unlefs the Charge 
of this Voyage, amounting to about two thouſand Pounds, 

was defrayed by the Ship's Return, they ſhould be deſerted, 
and left to remain here, as baniſhed Men. To this Letter 
Captain Smith gave a very plain and ſoldierly Anſwer of 
the Ship, which was at length diſpatched, with the Tria 
of Pitch, Tar, Glaſs, Frankincenſe, and Soap-Aſhes, and 
with what Wainſcot and Clapboard could be provided. 
In it he endeavoured to lay open to them the Cauſes, that 
kept them from laying ſuch a Foundation, as might have 
given better Satisfaction; and adviſes them againſt expe&- 
| I 
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Plots; and by the Means of Namontact, he got three or 


more, than was true. 
by Newport had been followed, altho' he himſelf. was di- 
rectly againſt them, as they were very prejudicial and to 
the imminent Hazard of the whole Colony, . which was 
then, when it was too late, generally confeſſed. He com- 


plains of Newport, expoſes the Vanity and ill Conſequen- 


ces of his Projects, his Lingering in the Country, the good 
Cheer and Luxury of him and the Sailers, and their Em- 
bezzlement of the publick Stores. For of the two thou+ 
ſand Pounds, which this Ship coſt them, he aſſures them, 
that the Colony had not received the Value of an hundred 
Pounds. He blames Ratcliffe, Archer, and others, as the 
Authors of their Factions and Diſturbances ; and tells them, 
that he had ſent NRatcliſe, a counterfeit Impoſtor, whoſe 
right Name was S:c#lemore, home, leſt the Company ſhould 
cut his Throat. And he judiciouſly inſiſts upon their ſend- 
ing uſeful Labourers and proper Tradeſmen for their preſent 
Condition ; and upon providing, firſt of all, Food, Lodg- 
ing, and ſuch other Neceſſaries, as were abſolutely requi- 
ſite for their Being and Subſiſtance, before they went on 
any other Projects of Gain or Curioſity, for which they 
were no ways fitted, in their preſent weak and infant Con- 
dition. At the ſame time, he ſent them two Barrels of ſuch 
Stones, as he thought contained ſome Kind of Ore, with 
Notes, ſignifying in what Places he found them. And to 
ſhew, he could make as large a Diſcovery, as Newport's of 
the Manakhins, for leſs Charge, than he ſpent them at eve- 
ry Meal, he ſent them a Map of the Bay and Rivers, with 
a Relation annexed, of the Countries, and of the Nations, 
that dwelt upon them. And this indeed was done with 
ſuch wonderful Exactneſs, as ſhewed him to have travelled 
far, and ſeen much; and it has ever ſince been the Origi- 
nal, from which all later Maps and Deſcriptions of Virgi- 
nia have been moſtly copied. 

AND now the Ship being gone, the grand Remora and 
Obſtacle to all neceſſary Buſineſs, the Colony began to look 
about them. The Proſpect was diſmal, and they were all 
in the utmoſt Conſternation, expecting nothing elſe but the 
moſt. extreme Famine. However, to make up, in ſome 
meaſure, their loſt Time, Mr. Scrivener had been ſent, be- 
fore Newport's Departure, with the Bark and Barges to 
Ierowocomeco, There he found the Indians more ready to 
fight, than to trade. But his Vigilancy prevented their 
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own Integrity and Sincerity towards them, and warns them — 
againſt ſome Perſons, who cauſed them to believe much J-* 


Smith 
He tells them, that their Directions 
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The HISTORY of VIRGINIA, Book II. 
four Hogſheads of Corn, and as much Pocones, a red Root, 
at that time eſteemed an excellent Dye. Meeting Newport 
at Point Comfort, he returned to the Fort; and the Preſi- 
dent, taking him and Captain //ynne, ſet off immediately 
for Nanſamend. That Nation at firſt denied him, not only 
the four hundred Baſkets of Corn they had promiſed, but 
any Trade at all. They excuſed themſelves on Account 
of their Corn's being almoſt ſpent, and becauſe they were 
commanded by Powhatan, to keep what was left, and not to 
let the Engliſh even enter their River. The Preſident find- 
ing, nothing was to be done in the Way of Peace, reſolved 
to uſe Force. At the firſt Onſet, the Indi ans all fled, 
without ſhooting an Arrow. Then marching up to their 
Houſes, they ſet Fire to the firſt _ came to. When the 
Indians perceived that, they offered, if they would make 
no more Spoil, to give them half the Corn they had. Ac- 
cordingly, before Night, they loaded their three Boats; 
and for ſparing them this Year, they promiſed to plant Corn 
purpoſely for them the next. With this they returned to 
Fames-Town, about the Time, that John Laydon was mar- 
ried to Anne Burras ; which was the firſt Chriſtian Mar- 
riage that ever was in Virginia, But the Preſident ſtaid 
not long at the Fort. For he fitted himſelf and Captain 
Waldo out immediately with two Barges, and made a 
Voyage up the River. From //yanoake, and all Parts 
there-abouts, he found the Indians fled; and therefore 
haſting up higher, he then firſt diſcovered the River and 
People of Appamatox. The little Corn, they had, was 
equally divided; and the Preſident gave them Copper for 
it, and ſuch other Toys, as fully ſatisfied them. At the 
fame time, Mr. Scrivener and Lieutenant Percy, went 2. 
broad in Queſt of Proviſions, but could find nothing. 

ABOUT this time, the Preſident was invited by Pow- 
hatan to come to him; and he promiſed to load his Ship 
with Corn, provided he would ſend ſome Workmen to 
build him a Houſe, and would give him a Grind-ſtone, fif- 
ty Swords, ſome Muſkets, a Cock and a Hen, with much 
Copper and Beads. The Preſident was not ignorant of his 
Devices and Subtlety; yet was unwilling to neglect any Op- 
portunity of getting Proviſions, and reſolved, ſooner than 
fail, to take him and all his Store by Surpriſe. To this 
End, he took Order with Captain Naldo, whom he knew 
to be ſure in Time of Danger, to ſecond him, if Need re- 
quired. But Captain JYynne and Mr. Scrivener did their ut- 
moſt. to hinder their Project. For Scrivener's ſtrict Friend- 
ſhip with Captain Smith was now much cooled; and he 
was thought to join with ſome others, in a Plot to ruin him 

| uw 
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in England. But the Preſident, whom no Eloquence could 
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perſuade to ſtarve, ſent off two Engliſhmen before by Land, — 
and four Germans, to build the Houſe for Powhatan againſt 2% Sith 


his Arrival. And then, having left Mr. Scrivener his Sub- 
ſtitute, he ſet forward with the Bark and two Barges, man- 
ned only with ſuch, as offered themſelves voluntarily to go 

the Service. In the Diſcovery-Barge went himſelf, 


upon 
Mr. Raleigh Croſhaw, Tohn Ruſſel, and ſeveral other Gentle- 


men and Soldiers; and Mr. William Phittiplace, as Captain, 
Lieutenant Percy, Mr. Francis Meſt, Mr. Robert Ford, Clerk 
of the Council, with many others, went on board the Bark. 

THE 29th of — 5 they left Fames-Town, being 
victualled only for three or four Days. That Night they 
lodged at Yarraſqueake, where the Preſident got ſufficient 
Proviſion. The King of that Town did his utmoſt to di- 
vert him from ſeeing Powhatan ; but finding, he could 
not prevail, he told him, that Powhatan would uſe them 
kindly, although he had ſent for them only to cut their 
Throats. He therefore adviſed him, not to truſt him, and 
to be ſure to give bim no Opportunity of ſeizing his Arms. 
The Preſident thanked him for his good Counſel ; and hav- 


| ing obtained Guides from him to the Chowanocks, a Nation 


dwelling in the Fork of Chowan, between Nottoway and 
Meherri Rivers, he ſent Michael Sicklemore, a very valiant, 
honeſt, and painful Soldier, with Preſents to that 1 ; 
but chiefly to look for Silkgraſs, and to enquire after Sir 
Walter Ralegh's loſt Colony, The next Night they lodged 
at Kicquotan, and were detained there fix or ſeven Days by 
the extreme Wind, Rain, Froſt, and Snow. This obliged 
them to keep their Chritmas among the Savages ; and they 
were never more merry in their Lives, lodged by better 
Fires, or fed with greater Plenty of good Bread, Oyſters, 
Fiſh, Fleſh, and Wildfowl. Departing thence, they ar- 
rived on the 1ath of January, thro' various Accidents, at 
IWrrawocomace ; where they found the River frozen near 
half a Mile from the Shore. But the Preſident, running 
his Barge up, as far as he could by breaking the Ice, was 
left by the Ebb upon the oozy Shoals. In this dangerous 
Situation, he plunged firſt into the River himſelf ; and b 
his Example, taught them to march, near Middle deep, a 
Flight-ſhot, through the frozen Ooze, When the Barge 
ſhould float, he appointed two or three to return her aboard 
the Bark; where they, ſoon after, came into ſuch Diſtreſs 
for Want of Water, that the River being ſalt, they were 
obliged to make freſh Water, by melting the Ice. 
Tis Preſident and his Company quartered in the next 
Cabbias, they found, and ſon e 
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The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. Book II. 
He ſent them Plenty of Bread, Turkey, and Veniſon ;, and 


the next Day, feaſted them after his uſual Manner. But 
Jobs Snith he pretended, he had not ſent for them; neither had he 


Preſident, 


Famine, had, to. gain his Favour, revealed to him all, they 


any Corn, and his People much leſs ; and ſoon began to be 
importunate with them to be gone. But the Preſident con- 


fronting him with the Perſons, who brought the Meſſage, : 


he endeavoured to put the Matter off with a Laugh, and 
alked for his Commodities. But he liked nothing, except 
Guns and Swords, and valued a Baſket of Corn higher 
than a Baſket of Copper; ſaying, he could rate his Corn, 
but not the Copper. Captain Smith, ſeeing his Intent, told 
him; That he had many Ways, to have got Proviſions, 
but relying on his Promiſes, he had neglected all to ſatisfy 
his Deſire, and had ſent his Men to make his Buildings, 
whilſt his own were undone : That he knew, he had en- 
grofled his People's Corn, and forbid them to trade; think- 
ing, by conſuming Time, to conſume them: That as for 
Swords and Guns, he had none to ſpare ; and that he muſt 
know, thoſe, he had, could keep him from ftarving : Yet 
he would neither rob nor wrong him, nor diffolve that 
Friendſhip, they had mutually promiſed, unleſs conſtrained 
to it by bad Uſage. The King liſtened attentively to this 
Diſcourſe; and promiſed, that both he and his People 
ſhould ſpare him, what they could, and that they ſhould 
receive it within two Days. But, ſays he, I have ſone 
Doubt about the * of your coming hither. I am in- 
formed from many Hands, that you come, not to trads, 
but to invade my People, and to poſſeſs my Country, This 
makes me leſs ready to relieve you, and frightens my People 
From bringing in their Corn. And therefore, to eaſe then 
of that Fear, leave your Arms abaard, fince they are need- 
leſs here, where we are all Friends, and for ever Pow- 
hatans. 

In theſe, and many ſuch inſiduous Diſcourſes, that Day 
was ſpent, But Captain Smith afterwards diſcovered, that 
the Germans, whom he had ſent to build Powhatan's Houſe, 
finding his Plenty and the Wants of the Engliſh, and think- 
ang it ſcarce poſſible, that they could eſcape both him and 


knew, of the State and Deſigns of the Engliſb, and ad- 
viſed him, how to counteract and prevent them. And this 
Treachery was the more odious and unſuſpected, becauſe 
the Preſident had placed one of them, as a Spy upon Potu- 
hatan, being a Man of Judgment and Refolution, and there- 
fore thought moſt proper for that Employ. And as he Was 
Jure of his Wages for his Labour, and had ever been well 
uicd, both be and his Countrymen, there was at that _ 
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little Doubt concerning his Honeſty. But whilſt they ex- 1609. 
pected the coming in of the Country, they wrangled Pow- — 
de batan out of eighty Buſhels of Corn for a Copper Kettle; % Smith 
which the Preſident ſeeing him much affect, he told him, en. 
it was of much greater Value, yet in Regard of his Scarci- 

J, he would accept that Quantity at preſent, provided he 
85 Gould have as much more the next Year, or the Mana- 
ent in Country. Both being ſatisfied with the Condition, 
E Powhatan begun to expoſtulate the Difference of Peace and 
War, with Captain Smith, after this Manner. 

H E told him, with a Vanity uſual to Perſons, who affect 
to be thought very old, that he had ſeen the Death of all 
% bis People thrice; and that not one of thoſe three Genera- 

tions was then living, except himſelf: That he knew the 
Difference of Peace and War better, than any in his Coun- 
K. WW try : That he was now grown old, and muſt die ſoon; and 
that the Succeſſion mult deſcend, in Order, to his Brothers, 
ut Opitchapan, Opechancanough, and Catataugh, and then to 
re: bis two Siſters, and their two Daughters, He wiſhed their 
n Experience was equal to his; and that Smith's Love to 
* them might be no leſs, than his to Smith. He aſked him, 
} BY Why he would take that by Force, which he might quick- 
de h have by Love? Why he would deſtroy them, that pro- 
ed him Food? and, What he could get by War? For 
a they could hide their Proviſions, and fly into the Woods; 
: nz" then he . muſt conſequently famiſh by wronging his 
Fi Friends. He deſired to know the Reaſon of his Jealouſy, 
3; fince he ſaw them unarmed, and willing to ſupply his Wants, 
þ if he would come in a Friendly er, and not with 
, Swords and Guns, as to invade an Enemy. And he told 
4 him, that he was not ſo ſimple, as not to know, it was 
better to eat good Meat, lie well, and fleep quietly with 
his Women and Children ; to laugh and be merry with the 
i Engliſh, and being their Friend, to have Copper, Hatchets, 
J and whatever elſe he wanted; than to fly from all, to lie 
cold in the Woods, feed upon Acorns, Roots, and ſuch 
. Traſh, and to be fo hunted, that he could neither reſt, eat, 
id or ſleep. In that Circumſtance, his tired Men muſt watch, 
and if a Twig did but break, all would be crying out, 
Fi Here comes Captain Smith; and ſo, in this miſerable Man- 
ner, to end his miſerable Life ; which might likewiſe ſoon 
& be Captain Smith's Fate too, through his Raſhnefs and Un- 
adviſedneſs. He therefore earneftly exhorted him to peace- 
able Counſels ; and above all inſiſted, that the Guns and 
ah Swords, the grand Cauſe of their Jealouſy and Uncalineſs, 
11M fhould be removed and ſent away. F 
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To this crafty Diſcourſe the Preſident replied : That i 


vas the Faſhion of the Engliſh, always to wear their Arms, 
Zebn Smith | ke their Cloaths; and that they would, by no Means, 


Preſident, 


4h with them: That his People came frequently to James 
2wn, and were entertained with their Bows and Arrows, 
without any Exceptions: That if the Engliſb had intended 
him any Hut they could long ſince have affected it, as 
was evident to him, and all the World, eſpecially conſider- 
ing the Superiority of their Arms: That altho' Revenge 
was always in their Power, yet, out of an Inclination to 
Mercy and Friendſhip, they paſſed over the daily Violati- 
ons of the Peace by his Subjects : And as to hiding his Pro- 
viſions, and flying into the Woods, he told him, they 


ſhould not ſo unadviſedly ſtarve, as he imagined. For they 


had a Rule to find things hidden, beyond his Knowledge, 
After much more Diſcourſe, they at laſt began to trade. 
But the King, ſeeing that his Will would not be admitted 
as a Law, and that Smith was obſtinate, not to diſmiſs his 
Guard, or diſarm his Men, breathed out his Mind once 
more in this Manner, with 'a Sigh: | 

Captain Smith, I never uſe any Werowance fo kindly as 
yourſelf ; yet from you I receive the leaſt Kin = of any. 
Captain Newport gave me Swords, Copper, Cloaths, er 
whatever elſe I deſired, ever accepting what I offered him; 
and would fend away his Guns, when requeſted. No one re- 
Fuſes to lie at my Feet, or do, what I demand, but yoy only. 
Of you I can have nothing, but what you value not, and yet 


you will have whatſoever you pogo Captain Newport you | 


call Father, and ſo you call me; but I ſee, in ſpite of us both, 
you will do, what you will, and we muſt both ſtudy to humour 
and content you. But if you intend fo friendly, as you ſay, 
ſend away your Arms. For you fee, my undeſigning Simpli- 
city and Friendſhip cauſe me, thus nakedly, to forget myſelf. 
THE Preſident, perceiving this Barbarian only trifled the 
Time to cut his Throat, reſolved to treat him in his own 
Way. He therefore procured the Indians to break the Ice, 


that his Boat might come, to fetch him and his Corn; and 


at the ſame Time, gave Order for more Men to come a- 
ſhore, to ſurpriſe the King. In the mean while, to pro- 
tract the Time, he endeavoured to entertain him with much 


ſpecious and fallacious Diſcourſe ; promifing, the next Da 


to quit his Arms, and to ſhew, by truſting to his Word, 


that he loved and confided in him, as a Father. But whilſt 


the Ice was breaking, Powhetan conveyed himſelf away, 


with his Women, Children, and Luggage. Yet to avoid 


Suſpicion, he leſt two or three of his Women, talking with 


the Preſident, whiltt he {ceretly ran oft, and his Men as 


ſecretly 


* 81 e 


dE ane ĩĩ ⁵ĩðVũĩ 


Book II. 7 HISTORY of VIRGINIA: 


ſecretly beſet the Houſe. Which being preſently diſcover- 


ed, the Preſident iſſued forth, with his Piſtol, Sword, and 
Target. At his firſt Shot, thoſe, next him, tumbled one 
over another; and the reſt fled nimbly off, ſome one Way, 
ſome another. And thus, without any Hurt, only accom- 
panied with Mr. Jobn Ruſſel, he reached the main Bod 
of his Men. But when the Indians perceived him ſo well 
eſcaped, they uſed their utmoſt Art, to excuſe and diſſem- 
ble the Matter. Powhatan ſent him a great Bracelet and 
Chain of Pearl, by an ancient Orator, who told him, that 
their Emperor was fled for Fear of his Guns : That know- 
ing, when the Ice was * there would come more Men 
aſhore, he had ſent thoſe Numbers, whom he had aſſaulted, 
only to guard his Corn from being ſtole, which might hap- 
pen without the Preſident's Knowledge: That altho' ſome 
were hurt by his Miſtake, yet Powhatan was till his Friend 
and for ever would continue ſo. And he deſired, ſince the 
Ice was open, that he would ſend away his Corn; and if 
he expected his Company, that he would alſo ſend away 
his Guns, which ſo frighted his People, that they were a- 
fraid to bring in their Corn, as he had promiſed they ſhould. 
And then Baſkets being provided for the Engliſh, to carry 
their Corn to the Boats, thoſe Indians kindly offered their 
Service, to guard their Arms, leſt they ſhould be ſtolen. 
There was a great Number of goodly, well-proportioned 
Fellows, painted and grimmed like Devils, But the very 
Sight of the Engliſh cocking their Matches, and being ready 
to charge, made them quit their Bows and Arrows, at Com- 
mand, to the Guard, and carry down the Corn upon their 
Backs. And there was no Occaſion to importune them, to 
make Diſpatch. 5 
Bur Powhatan and the Germans were till eager to haye 
the Head of Captain Smith. For if they could but kill him, 
they thought, all would be their own. And therefore, the 
Engliſh being ſtaid by the Ebb till late within Night, the 
King ſpent his Time in making ready his Forces, to ſur- 
priſe the Houſe and him at Supper. But Pacahontas, in a 
very dark and diſmal Night, came alone through the 
Woods, and told the Preſident, that great Cheer would be 
ſent them ſoon ; but that Powhatan, with all the Power, 
he could make, would come after to kill them all, if thoſe, 
who brought the Victuals, could not affect it with their 
own Arms, while they were at Supper. And therefore, as 
they tendered their Lives, ſhe adviſed them to be gone, 
The Preſident would have given her ſuch Things, as he 
knew, ſhe delighted in. But, with Tcers running down 


her Checks, ſhe refuſed them ; laying, ſhe durſt not be ſeen 
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1609. to have any of them. For ſhould her Father know it, it 
—— would be certain and immediate Death to her, And ſo ſhe 
” mg ran away, by herſelf, as ſhe came, Within leſs than an 

cncents Hour after, came eight or ten luſty Fellows, with large 

Platters of Veniſon and other Victuals, and they were very 


importunate with the Engliſh, to put out their Matches; 


pretending, their Smoke made them fick. But the Preſi- 
dent made them taſte of every Diſh ; and then ſent ſome of 
them back to Powhatan, to bid him make Haſte ; for he 
was ready for his coming. Soon after came mdre Meſſen- 
gers, to fee what News; and not long after them, others. 
And thus was the Time ſpent, with equal Vigilancy on both 
Sides, but without any farther Hurt. At high Water, the 
Engliſh departed ; but to oblige Powhatan, they left him, 
at his Requeſt, Edward Brynton, to kill him Fowl, and 
the Germans, who were yet unſuſpected, to finiſh his Houſe. 

THEY had no ſooner ſet Sail, but Powhatan returned, 
and ſent two of the Germans to Fames-Town. They pre- 


tended to Captain Mynne, that all things were well, and 


that the Preſident had Occaſion for their Arms; and there- 
fore they deſired new ones, with ſome fpare Tools, and 
ſhift of Apparel; all which were readily granted them. 
During their loitering there, by the Promiſe of Powhatan's 

' Favour, and of an Exemption from the Miſeries, which 
would certainly happen to the Colony, they drew over to 
their Confederacy fix or ſeven more, ſuch expert Thieves, 
as preſently furniſhed them with fifty Swords, eight Muſ- 
kets, eight Pikes, and Powder and Shot ; which were fpce- 
dily conveyed away, by Indians at Hand for that Purpoſe. 
The other German Powhatan kept, as a Pledge ; whoſe 
Diligence provided him with three hundred Tomahauks, 
or Indian Hatchets, In the mean Time, Edward Bryn- 
ton and Thomas Savage, ſeeing the Germans fo diligent to 
accommodate the Indians with Arms, attempted to make 
their Eſcape to James-Toton. But they were apprehended, 
and brought back, and expected, every Minute, to be put 
to Death. : 

THE Preſident and the reft, being arrived at Pamunley, 
were entertained fome Days by the King, with great Feaſt- 
ing and Mirth. The Day, appointed to begin their Trade, 
he went aſhore with Licutenant Percy, Mr. Veſt, Mr. 
Ruſſel, Mr. Bebethland, Mr. Crofhaw, Mr. Powel, Mr. 
Ford, and others, to the Number of fifteen ; and going up 
to Opechancanogh's Houſe, a Quarter of a Mile from the 
River, they found nothing but a lame Fellow and a Boy, 
and all the Houſes round abandoned, and ftripped of every 
ming. They ſtaid not long, beſore the King came, 

= | aſter 


go _ The HISTORY VIRGINIA! Book II. 


Book II. The His Tory of VIRGINIA” 


after him ſeveral of his People, loaded with Bows and Ar- 1609. 

rows. But their Commodities were ſo trifling, and thoſe 
held at ſuch a Rate, that the Preſident began with the King, Jen Stb 
and ſaid: That the Profeſſions of his J ongue were proved —— 


by his Actions to be mere Deceit : That lait Year he kindly 
freighted his Veſſel 3 but had now treacherouſly invited him, 
with a View to famiſh and deſtroy him: That as the King 
was not ignorant of his Wants, ſo neither was he of the 
King's Plenty ; of which by ſome Means, he muſt have 
Part. And he told him, it was highly proper and decent 
for Kings above all others, to keep their Promiſe. And 
therefore, ſhewing his Commodities, he offered him his 
Choice, and the reſt, he ſaid, he would proportion in fit 
Bargains for his People. Opechancanough ſeemed kindly to 
accept his Offer; and the better to colour his Deſigns, ſold 
them what they had, at their own Price ; promiſing the 
next Day, more Company, better provided. 

THE next Day, the Preſident, with the ſame fifteen, 
marched up to the King's Houſe, where they found four 
or five Men, newly arrived, with each a great Baſket. 
Soon after came the King; and putting on a ſtrained Chear- 
fulneſs, he entertained them in Diſcourſe, about the great 
Pains he had been taking, to keep his Promiſe ; till Mr. 
Ruſſel brought in News, that at leaſt ſeven hundred In- 
dians, well armed, had invironed the Houſe, and beſet the 
Fields. The Preſident, ſeeing ſome of the Company greatly 
diſmaid at the Thought of fuch a Multitude, told them: 
That he was leſs concerned at the Danger and Number of 
the Enemy, than at the malicious Repreſentations, which 
the Council, and their open-mouthed Minions, would make 
to England, of his breaking the Peace : That he, alone, 
was once aſſaulted by three hundred; and had it not been 
for an Accident, would have made his Way good among 
them all: That they were now ſixteen, and the Enemy 
but ſeven hundred at the moſt, And therefore he defired 
them, to fight like Men, and not die like Sheep. For if 
they dared to follow his Example, and to do, as he did, 
he doubted not, by God's Aſſiſtance, to extricate them out 
of the preſent Difficulty and Danger. The Time not per- 
mitting any Argument, they all chearfully vowed, to exe- 
cute, whatever he attempted, or die. But that they might 
not 91 for nothing, or be even ruined and ſtarved b 
their Victory, the Preſident told Opechancanough : That he 
ſaw his Plot to murder him, but he feared it not: That 
their Men had done no Harm, but by their Directions: 
That therefore, if each of his Men would bring a Baſket 
of Corn, he would ſtake againſt it the Value in Copper, 

and 


1609. and they two would go over into the Iſland, in the River, 
aqiinſt that Place, and decide the Matter by ſingle Combat: 
Smith That he ſhould have his Choice, and all Advantage of 
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Weapons: and, That the Conqueror ſhould have all, and 
be Lord and Maſter over all their Men. 

Bur duelling in fair and open Field is not the Manner 
of the Indians. Their chief Valour conſiſts in way-laying 
and murdering the unſuſpecting an unprovided, or perhaps 
the weak and helpleſs. Neither had Opechancanaugh ſuch 
Regard for the Lives of his Subjects, as to ſave them from 
Danger, at the Hazard of his own, He therefore kindly 
endeavoured to appeaſe the Prefident's Anger and Suſpicion, 
by a Preſent at the Door, which he intreated him to ac- 
cept. This was only to draw him out, where the Bait 
was guarded with two hundred Men, beſides thirty, which 
lay behind 4 great Tree, fallen acroſs, with each his Ar- 
row notched, ready to ſhoot. But the Preſident, having 
diſcovered the 'Treachery, ſeiſed the King, in the Midſt of 
his Men, by his long Lock of Hair, and preſented his Pif- 
tol, ready cocked, to his Breaſt. Thus he led him, trem- 
bling and half dead with Fear, among his People; who 
were eaſily induced to throw down their Arms, and to 
deliver the King's Vambrace, Bow, and Arrows; little 
dreaming, that any one durſt to uſe their King in that Man- 
ner. And now Opechancaneugh, to reſcue himſelf, beſtow- 
ed his Preſents in ſerious Sadneſs ; and his Subjects, bei 
upbraided and threatned by the Prefident in a ſmart an 
angry Speech, mixed with ſome Expreſſions of Love and 
Confidence, caft away their Bows and Arrows, and Men, 
Women, and Children, brought in their Commodities. 
For two or three Hours, they ſa thronged and wearied him, 
that he retired into the Houſ: to reſt, leaving others to 
trade, and receive their Preſents. Whilſt he was aſleep, 
fifty of their choice Men, with each an Engliſb Sword or 
Club in his Hand, and ſeconded by two or three hundred 
more, preſſed into the Houſe to murder him, But the Pre- 
ſident, being waked from his Sleep, by the Noiſe of the 
People and ſhaking of the Houſe, betook himſelf to his 
Arms, together with Mr. Cro/haw and ſome others; which 
ſoon made them throng back, faſter than they came. But 
Opechancancugh and ſome of his Ancients, who were kept 
Priſoners with him, endeavoured, in a long Oration, to 
excuſe this Intruſion. The reſt of the Day was ſpent with 
much Kindneſs, the Indians renewing their Prefents, and 
feaſting the Fugliſb with their beſt Proviſions, 

WXIIIE theſe things were tranſacting, there happened 
an unlucky Accident, at the Fort. Mr. Scrivener had is; 
ceive 
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ceived Letters from England, which Furs him towering 
Thoughts, and made him decline entir 


him, as his Brother. This made him more headſtrong and as 
conceited, than was naturally conſiſtent with his Prudence 
and Moderation. And having taken it into his Head to viſit 
Hog-Iſland, he could not be turned from it, by the Advice 
and repeated Entreaties of Captain J/aldo and ſeveral others. 
Therefore, taking with him Captain Waldo, who was not 
to be abſent from the Fort, but to be ready to ſecond the 
Preſident, if called for, and Mr. Anthony Goſnold, a very 
worthy, honeſt, and induſtrious Gentleman, and Brother 
to Captain Bartholomew Goſnold, with eight others, he 
went into the Skiff. She was ſo overloaded, that ſhe ſcarce 
could have lived in calm Weather ; but, in that cold and 
boiſterous Day, ſhe ſunk, none knowing how or where, 
and all aboard were drowned. To advertiſe the Preſident 
of this heavy News, none could be got, till Mr. Richard 
Min undertook it alone. He was encountered with many 
Dangers and Difficulties, in all Places, as he paſſed. And 
at Werowocomoco, not finding the Preſident, and perceiving 
ſuch Preparations for War, he was certainly aſſured, that 
ſome Miſchief was intended. But Pocahontas hid him for 
a Time, and ſent thoſe, who purſued him, the quite con- 
trary Way. At length, by her Means and extraordinary 
Bribes and Trouble, in three Days Travel, he found the 
Preſident at Pamunkey, in the” Midi of thoſe Broils and 
Difficulties. The Preſident, having ſworn him to conceal 
this unhappy News from the Company, and diſſembling 
his Sorrow with the beſt Countenance, he could, went 
ſafely aboard at Night, and left Opechancanough at Liberty, 
according to his Promiſe, and likewiſe with a ** the 

to entrap Powhatan in his Return. Soon after, he 
went down the River, having ſearched the Countries of 
Youghtanund (now Pamunkey River) and Mattapony ; where 
the poor Creatures imparted the little Corn, they had, 
with ſuch Complaints, and Tears from the Eyes of Wo- 
men and Children, as fully ſatſsfied, and moved them with 
Compaſſion. 

Powhatan had threatened Death to his Men, if they did 
not, by ſome Means or other, kill Captain Smith. But 
they hated fighting with him, almoſt as bad as hanging, 
And the Preſident, on his Side, was as eager, to ſurpriſe 
and take that ſubtle and perfidiou Barbarien. Therefore, 
in his Way down the River, there were many Feints and 
Stratagems, on both Parts, but without any remarkable Ef- 


ſect. Only the Preſident, with Mr. /7/t and ſome others, 


would 


y in his Affection 
and Friendſhip to Captain Smith, who ſtill regarded and loved 2% Smith 
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— Smith off. And thus, through many Dangers and Difficulties, W n 
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1 AT Fames-Town they found nothing done, but their Pro- 
viſions ſpent, and a great Part of their Tools and Arms 
conveyed to the Indians. But altho* what was left by the 
Ship was ſo rotten with the Rain, and ſo mangled by the 
Rats and Worms, that the Hogs would ſcarcely eat it, yet 
upon caſting up their Store, they found a ſufficient Provi- 
ſion for the Year. Wheretore, the Fear of ſtarving being 
laid aſide, the Company was ranged into proper Diviſions, 
and ſix Hours each Day ſpent in Work, the reſt in Paſ. 
time and merry Exerciſes. And the Preſident, having cal. 
led them together, told them: That their late Experience 
and Miſery were ſufficient to perſuade every one to a pre- 
ſent Amendment : That they muſt not think, that either 
his Pains, or the Adventurers Purſes, would forever main- 
tain them in Sloth and Idleneſs: That he knew, many de- 
ſerved more Honour, and a better Reward, than was yet 
to be had ; but that far the greateſt Part of them muſt be 
more induſtrious, or ſtarve: That it was not reaſonable, 
that the Labours of thirty or forty honeſt and induſtrious 
Men ſhould be conſumed, to maintain an hundred and fifty 
Loiterers : and, That therefore every one, that would not 
work, ſhould not eat: That they had often been ſcreened 
and protected, in their Diſobedience to his juſt and neceſſary 
Commands, by the Authority of the Council : But that 
now, all being cither dead or gone, except Captain Wynne 
and himſelf, that whole Power reſted, in Effect, ſolely in 
him. And therefore, he adviſed them, not to feed them- 
ſelves up with the vain Preſumption, that his Authority was 
but a Shadow, and that his Lite muſt anſwer for theirs. 
For the Letters Patent, and other Powers, would prove 
the contrary, and ſhould, every Week, be read to them ; 
and every one, that offended, might aſſuredly expect his 
due Puniſhment. He alſo made a Lable, as a publick Me- 
morial of each Man's Deſerts, to encourage the Good, and 
to ſpur on the reſt by Shame. By this, many became very 
induſtrious ; but more were driven to their Bufinefs, by 
Puniſhment, and the Prelident's extraordinary Vigor and 
Diligence. 

As they came down Pamunkey (ſince called York River) 
off of l erotbocomoco, the Preſident had ſent Mr. Ghroſhaw 
and Mr. Ford to Fames-Town, by Land. In their Way, 


they 
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they met four or five of the German's Confederates, going 1609. 
to Powhatan ; who to clear themſelves from thoſe Gentle r 
„ mens Suſpicion, that they were running to the Indians, re- 4 
ar turned with them to the Fort, and there continued, But e. 
ne the Germans, to know the Reaſon of their Stay, ſent one 
of their Company, a ſtout young Fellow, diſguiſed like an 
0 Indian, to the Glaſs-houſe. I his ſtood in the Woods, 
1s about a Mile from James-Toun, and was the common 
1c Place of Rendezvous tor all their ſecret Villany. The Pre- 
ic WW fident, hearing of this, immediately ſent to apprehend this 
et German. But he being gone, he diſpatched twenty good 
i- Shot after, to intercept him in his Return to Powhatan. 
2 They ſoon brought him back, and notwithſtanding his fair 
87 Tale and plauſible Excuſes, he was thrown into Priſon. 
However the Preſident ſpared his Life, hoping thereby to 
J- regain his Countrymen. 
e CAPTAIN Smith, having ſent all his Men after the 
I German, returned from the Glaſs-houſe alone, armed onl 
er with a Faucheon. In his Way he met the King of Paſ- 
1- pahey, a Man of great Strength and gigantic Stature. At 
ot 


firſt, he endeavoured to draw the Preſident into his Am- 

buſcade ; but failing in that, he attempted to ſhoot him. 
e But Smith, to prevent it, cloſed in and grappled with him. 
, And the Indian, by mere Dint of Strength, bore him into 
1s the River, with a * to drown him. Long they ſtrug- 
y led in the Water, till the Preſident got ſuch Hold of his 
t hroat, that he almoſt ſtrangled him. And then, having 
d diſengaged himſelf, ſo as to draw his Faucheon, the poor 
Savage begged his Life, in ſuch a pittiful Manner, that he 
led him to Fames-Town, and put him into Chains; where 
he continued for ſome time, till by the Negligence of his 
Keepers, he eſcaped. Some Endeavours were uſed to re- 
take him, but without Effect; only the Preſident took two 
Indians Priſoners, Kemps and Tuſſore, the two moſt exqui- 
ſite Villains in all the Country. Theſe Men would have 
betrayed both King and Kindred for a Piece of Copper ; 
and had Captain I ynne and Lieutenant Percy, who were 
ſent upon the Buſineſs with fifty Men, followed their Di- 
rections, they would oy have regained the King, and 
been fully revenged for the Injury and Aſſault. However, 
that this might not encourage them to farther Boldneſs, 
they attacked and flew ſeveral of the Nation, burnt their 
Houſes, took their Canoes and fiſhing Weirs, and planted 
ſome of them at Fames-Town, and were reſolved to proſe- 
| cute them with War, till they were fully humbled and 
ſubdued. = | | 
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150g. Nor long after, the Preſident, paſſing by Paſpahey in 
his Way to Chickahominy, was aflaulted by them. But as 

„hn Smith ſoon as they knew him, they all threw down their Arms, 
| nt» and ſued for Peace. "Their Spokeſman was a luſty young 
Fellow, named O4kaning, whole Diſcourſe well deſerves to 
be remembered. He told the Preſident, that the King, his 
Mafter, was there preſent in the Company: That they th 
took him for Captain Vynne, who purſued them in War, . 
altho* they had never injured him: That if the _— of- Wl ( 
fended him in eſcaping from Priſon, he ought to contider, ¶ re 
that the Fiſhes ſwim, the Fowls fly, and the very Beaſts 28 
ſtrive to eſcape the Snare and live: That therefore, his 
Maſter, who was a Man, ought not to be blamed, for er 
following this neceſſary Inſtinct of Nature even in brute P. 
Animals. He reminded him of the Pains, his Maſter took, 2 
' to ſave his Life, when a Priſoner ; and if he had ſince injured W w 
him, he was compelled to it, and it had however been al- C 
ready fully revenged, to their too great Loſs. And he fur- WM th 
ther told him, if he ſtill perſiſted in his Reſolution to deſtroy WM he 
them, they muſt abandon their Habitation, and ſettle ſome -I. 
where beyond his Reach; which would only coſt them more il fe 
Labour, but would be of worſe Conſequence to the Engliſh, 

| who could not well ſubſiſt without their Corn and Fruits, 6 

| And therefore he carneſtly entreated him to grant them his Pi 

Friendſhip, and to permit them to enjoy their Houſes, and ſc 

plant their Fields, in Peace and Security. Concluding, that WW w 

if he would promiſe them Peace, they would truſt to his B 

Word; but if he proceeded in his Revenge, they would quit an 

the Country. Whereupon the Preſident promiſed them Wh ar 

Peace, if they would do no farther Injury, and would bring Wl th 

in Proviſions to the Fort. To which they joyfully agreed, WM h: 

and parted good Friends, and ſo continued, till Smith leit Wi th 

the Country. 

| Soo after this, an Indian, who had been impriſoned F. 

| at 7ames-Town for Theft, had ſo ſtifled himſelf, by a Char- an 

| coal Fire in a cloſe Room of the Priſon, that he ſeemed to Mt fr: 
| be dead. But the Preſident, by the Application of Vinegar "WM th 
and Aqua-witz, brought him to himſelf ; which was foon if er 
ſpread abroad among the Indians, throughout the whole i ex 
Country, as a Miracle; and it was generally believed, that ¶ of 
Captain Smith could raiſe 2 dead Man to Life. And another WW P 
at Merotbocomoco, having got a large Bag of Powder, to i th 
ſhew his extraordinary Skill among his Companions, dried I ei: 
it on the Back of an Armour, as he had ſeen the Soldiers WU wi 
at 7ames-Town do. Many ſtood peeping over, to ſee his w. 
Skill; till at laſt it took Fire, and blew him, with one or B. 
two more, to Death, and ſo ſcorched and mangled the 2 th 
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that it raiſed a vaſt Dread and Aſtoniſhment in them, and 
a great Admiration of the Power and Art of the Engliſh. 
Theſe, with ſome other Accidents, ſo frighted and amazed g 


Powhatan and his People, that they flocked from all Parts, 
and with Preſents deſired Peace; returning many ſtolen 
Things, which had never been demanded, or thought of, by 
the Engliſh. And ever aſter, during the Remainder of Capt. 
Smith's Adminiſtration, both Powhatan and his People would 
ſend back to 'Fames-Town, ſuch as had been taken ſtealing, to 
receive their Puniſhment ; and the whole Country became 
as abſolutely free and ſafe to the Engliſh, as to themſelves, 
AND now the Colony purſued their Buſineſs with Ala» 
crity and Succeſs, They made three or four Laſt of "Tar, 
Pitch, and Soap-Aſhes; produced a Trial of Glaſs ; ſunk 
a Well in the Fort, of excellent Water, which till then 
was wanting ; built about twenty Houſes ; new covercd the 
Church ; provided Nets and Weirs for fiſhing ; and to ſtop 
the Diſorders of the Thieves and Indians, they built a Block- 
houſe in the Neck of the Iſland, to receive the Trade of the 
Indians ; and none, neither Indian nor Chriſtian, was ſuf- 
ſered to paſs or repaſs, without the Preſident's Order. Thir- 
— forty Acres of Ground were broke up and planted. 
three Sows, in eighteen Months, increaſed ſixty odd 
Pigs; and near five hundred Chickens brought up them- 
ſelves, without having any thing given them. But the Hogs 
were tranſported to Hog-Iſland; where alſo was built a 
Block-houſe, with a Garriſon, to give Notice of any Ships; 
and for their Exerciſe at leiſure Times, they made Clapboard 
and Wainſcot. In this Time, died Captain //ynae ; fo tho t 
the Government devolved wholly upon the Preſident, as it 
had before in Effect done, by his having two Voiccs in 
the Council. | 
Bor this Flow of Plenty and Proſperity laſted not long. 
For, upon Examination, they found half their Corn rotten, 
and the reſt conſumed by Rats; which, coming originally 
from the Ships, had increaſed to incredible Multitudes. So 
that all Works were intermitted, and the People ſuthciently 
employed to get Proviſions. But at firſt, the Indians, to 
expreſs their Love, brought in an hundred a Day, at leaſt, 
of Squirrels, Turkies, Deer, and other wild Beaſts ; and 
Powhatan ſpared them near half his Stock of Corn. But 


the Preſident was nevertheleſs obliged to detach fixty or 


eighty down the River, to live upon Oyſters. Twenty 
were ſent to the Falls with Mr. Let; and as many more 
with Lieutenant Percy to Point Comfort, to try for a Fiſhery. 


But he being very lick, and ſorely burnt with Gun- powder, 


they would not agree in fix Wecks, once to calt out their 
* H Net. 
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16-9, Net. Many were billetted among the Indians, who knew, 
chat they had ſuch a commanding Power at Fames-Toun, MF | 
3. Smith that they durſt not wrong them in the leaſt. And in al Mx 
Preſident. . ; , 1. 
this Time of Diſtreſs, they caught more Sturgeon than the 
could be devoured by Man and Dog. This the induftri. 
ous drying and pounding, would mingle with Caviare, Sor. t 
rel, and wholſome Herbs, and make Bread and good Meat, ; 
Others would gather as, much "Tuckahoe Root in a Day, 
as would make them Bread for a Week. So that, upon 
theſe wild Products, and what they caught, the diligent 
lived very well and plentifully. | 
Ver ſuch was the inſutterable Sloth and unreaſonable Per. 
verſeneſs of far the greater Number, that they would ſooner 
have periſhed, than have been at the Pains to gather Food, 
And they were even importunate with the Preſident, to 
{cl} their Tools and Iron, nay, their Swords and Firelocks, 
and their very Houſes and Ordinance, to the Indians for 
this "I'raſh. And they took Occaſion from hence, in a 
very turbulent and clamorous Manner, to inſiſt on the Ne- 
ccitity of leaving the Country. But the Preſident, having 
punithed one of the worſt and moſt ſeditious among them, 
called the reſt together, and repreſented to them the ex 
treme Folly and Iniquity of their Proceedings. And he 
told them, that if any more were found attempting to run 
away to Newfoundland with the Bark, they might aſſuredh) 
expect the Gallows, as their Fate: That he never had more 
from the Store than the worſt of them; for they well knew 
and ſaw, that his extraordinary Allowance, as Preſident, 
was conſtantly diſtributed among the Sick: and, That fince 
he found, Neceſſity had not Power to force them to gather 
the Fruits of the Earth, he was reſolved, that they ſhould 
gather, not only for themſelves, but alſo for the Sick ; and 
that whoſoever would not gather, every Day, as much, as 
he himſelf did, ſhould, the next Day, be ſet beyond the Ri- 
ver, and banithed from the Fort, as a Drone. This Order 
raiſed a great Clamour and Outcry ; but it made moſt of 
them bcftir themſelves ſo well, that they had Plenty of Food 
to eat, and continued very healthy and ſtrong. Yet many 
of them, underſtanding, how well they were uſed, that 
were billetted among the Indians, ran away to Kemps and 
Tuſſere, their old Priſoners. But Kemps firit made himfelt 
Sport with them, ſhewing his Countrymen, how he ws 
uſcd, when a Priſoner, and feeding them upon this Condr 
tion, that they, who would not work, ſhould not eat; and 
then he currieed them back, by Force, to the Preſident. 
uns deterred many others, who intended to follow; 
and made tim content, rather to labour at home, than oct 
ventuts et: 
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venture among the Indians. For the Kings, arid better Sort 1609. 
of that People, were ſo afraid, or fo friendly, that when the S— 
il Wl Eng/i/p puniſhed ſome of their baſer Sort with great Severity, 2 Sieb 
n Whey would hire them, not to tell it to their Kings or Coun- Nendenk. 
- Woymen ; leſt they ſhould puniſh them again, and ſend them 
to James-Town, to give full Satisfaction to the Preſident. 
ABourT this time, Mr. S:c#lemore returned from Cha- 
wonock ; but without any Information of Sir Walter Ralegh's 
loft Company; or fatisfattory Account of the Silk-grals. 
And the Preſident, to purſue a Point thought ſo neceſſary 
by the Council in England, ſent off Mr. Nathaniel Powel 
and Anas Todkill, to the Mangoags, a Nation of Indians, 
not ſubje&t to Powhatan, dwelling on the upper Branches 
of Nottoway, or ſome {ſmall Streams of Roanoke River. He 
obtained Guides from the King of the Prryoughquohanecks, 
a ſmall Nation of Indians, ſeated on the South Side of James 
River, about ten Miles above Fames-Town. This good 
King did ever affect the Engliſb above all others; and al- 
tho' he was very zealous to his falſe Gods, yet he confeſſed, 


—— 


by ſome little Spring or ſmall Brook, but no large River. 
The People were, in all Reſpects, like the reſt, except their 
Language. They lived chiefly by hunting, and on Fruits 
and Roots; and they trafficked their Skins with thoſe to- 


cat the Engliſb God as much exceeded his, as their Guns q 
„ id his Bow and Arrows; and in Time of Drought, he % 
- WE would often ſend Preſents to Captain Smith, to pray to his i 
i God for Rain. His Guides conducted Powe! and Todk:ll, 5 
n three Days Journey, into a high Country, towards the 4 
rb; where they ſaw, here and there, a Cornfield, G | 
* ; 

ö 


— — 


er wards the Sea and fatter Countries, for dried Fiſh and Corn. 4 
1) BY But neither did they here, or ever after, hear any thing of 
1d this Colony, left by Mr. J/hite, in the Year 1587, on one 

of the Iſlands of Hatteras. 


ALL this while, they employed one Milliam Volday, a 
Zwitzer, by Promiſes and Pardons to reclaim his Country- 


x 7 — * 
2 — . 


of men, the Germans, and one Bentley, another Fugitive. But 
xl WM this vile Hypocrite, pretending highly to deteſt their Villa- 
, hereby got an Opportunity, to convey them every thing 
al 


they wanted, to effect their Projects, and deſtroy the Colo- 
ny. With much Devotion they looked for the Spaniard, 
to whom they were willing and intended to do good Service. 
And finding, the Englifh were obliged to diſperſe themſelves 
l. to gather Food, they importuned Powhatan to lend them 
nd WW his Forces; and they undertook, not only to deſtroy the 

Hogs, fire the Town, and ſeize on the Bark, but to bring 
3 (oft of the Colony to his Service and Subjection. This 
an Scheme was communicated to many of their Confederates 
rs Wt the Fort; but two, whoſe Hearts relented at the Horror 
H 2 of 
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of the Act, revealed it to the Preſident. He ordered them 


to keep it ſtill a Secret, and to draw them into ſuch Ambuſ 


| 
| 
| 


cades, as he had prepared. But the thing taking Air, and 
coming to the Ears of the impatient Multitude, they were 
outragious to go and deſtroy them immediately. Lieutenant 
Percy and Mr. John Codrington, two Gentlemen of high and 
reſolute Spirits, offered their Service, to go to MWerotbocomi- 
co, and to cut their Throats before the Face of Powhatar, 
But the Preſident cared not to hazard ſuch Perſons, for 
whom he had other Employment; and gave Way to Mr, 
ihn and Serjeant Jeffery Abbot, to undertake the Matter, 
But the Germans ſo blinded Abbot, with a fair Tale, that 
he relented ; and in, tho' willing, cared not to attempt 
it alone. When Powhatan underſtood their Buſineſs, he 
ſent immediately to the Preſident, to inform him, that he 
neither detained them, nor hindered his Men from execu- 
ting his Command. For he neither did, nor would main- 
tain them, or any other, to his Diſpleaſure. But alcho 
theſe treacherous Foreigners did all they could, to raiſe and 
incenſe Powhatan and the Indians againft the Engliſh, ye 
ſuch exact Intelligence had Captain Smith of their Plots, 
that their Machinations were his greateſt Advantage and Se- 
curity. And if any Commotion had happened, he alway 
had it in his Power to take Revenge. For all the County 
now {tood more in Fear of him, than of Powhatan ; and he 
had ſuch Parties among the bordering Nations, that, out ol 
Love or Fear, they would have done any thing, he comman- 
ded, However, not long after, one of the Germans return- 
ed to his Duty; but the other ſtill remained with Powhatan, 

WHILST theſe things were paſſing, Captain Samuel 4r- 
gall arrived, who was afterwards an active Perſon here, and 
a noted Governor of the Country. He came to truck with 
the Colony, and to hſh for Sturgeon, with a Ship well fur- 
niſhed with Wine and other good Proviſion. This was, 2 
that Lime, a prohibited Trade; but he being a Kinſman 
to Sir Thomas Smith, the Treaſurer, it was connived at and 
overlooked. The Neceſſities of the Colony obliged them 
to take his Proviſions, by which his Voyage was loſt ; but 
they revictualled him, when their next Supply arrived, and 
ſent him to England with a full Account of the State of theit 
Affairs. By this Ship, they received Letters, which taxe( 
the Preſident for his hard Uſage of the Natives, and for 
not returning the Ships freighted. And now alſo, they firk 
had an Account of the Alterations in England, and of the 
great Preparations and large Supply, to be fent by the Lord 
Delawarr, appointed Captain-Gencral and Governor i 


Chief of Virginia, 
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O H E Treaſurer, Council, and Company in 
* E England, were {till intent upon preſent Gain, 1 


and gaping after the Mines of Mexico and %, Smith 
4 T 885 Peru from their Diſcovery; and upon the 8 
AF 


laſt Voyage, not finding that Profit and Re- 

turn, they expected, they were much diſ- 
appointed and enraged. To this was added Newport's Ac- 
count of things, which was certainly not very favourable 
to their Conduct and Management in Virginia. The Com- 
pany therefore made Intcreſt to his Majeſty, to grant them 
a new Charter, which bears Date the 23d of May 1609, 
and contains larger Powers and more ample Privileges, than 
the former ; as may be ſeen in the Original, printed at large 
in the Appendix. By this Charter the Power and Authority 
of the Preſident and Council in Virginia, were expreſly a- 
brogated ; and they were ſtreightly commanded, upon their 
Allegiance, to pay Obedience to ſuch Governor or Gover- 
nors, as ſhould be appointed by the Council in England, In 
Conſequence of which Power, the Council conſtituted Sir 
Thomas Ii, Lord Delawarr, Captain-General of Virgi- 
nia; Sir Thomas Gates, his Lieutenant-General; Sir George 
Somers, Admiral; Captain Newport, Vice-Admiral ; Sig 
Thomas Dale, High-Marſhal; Sir Ferdinando Wainman, 
Genera} of the Horſe ; and fo, ray þ other Offices, to ſex 
IE veral worthy Gentlemen, for their Lives, 
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1 n1s new Charter was granted to the Earls of Saliſbu. 


, Suffelk, Scuthampton, Pembroke, and other Peers, to 


%, Srith the Number of twenty one; to the Honourable Georp: 


Pre ident. 


Percy and Francis Weſt, Eſqrs; to Sir Humphry Weld, Lord 
Mayor of London, and ninety eight other Nights, expreſly 
named; and to Dr. Matthery Sutcliffe, with a great Multi. 
tude more, of Doctors, Eſquires, Gentlemen, Officers, 
Merchants, and Citizens, together with many Corporations 
and Companies of Lenden. So many Perſons of great Power, 
In:ereſt, aus Fortune, ngaging in the Enterpriſe, and the 
Lord Delawarr, with te other Gentlemen of Diſtinction, 
appointed to the ſeveral Offices, ſoon drew in ſuch large 
Sums of Money, that they diſpatched away Sir Thomas 
Gates, Sir George domers, and Captain Newport, with nine 
Ships, and five hundred People. "Theſe three Gentlemen 
had, each of thei, a Con:miſhon, who firſt arrived, to 
call in the old. But becauſe they could not agree for Place, 
it was concluded, that they ſhould all go in one Ship, cal- 
led the Sea-Venture. They failed from England the latter 
End of May, 1609; but the 25th of July, the Admiral. 
Ship was parted from the reſt of the Fleet, by the Tail of 
a Hurricane, having on board the three Commanders, an 
hundred and fifty Men, their new Commiſſion, and Bill 


of Lading, together with all Manner of Inſtructions and 


Directions, and the beſt Part of their Proviſions. She ar- 
rived not, but was foundered on Bermudas, as ſhall be 
hereafter' related. A ſmall Catch likewiſe periſhed in the 
Hurricane ; but the ſeven other Ships c:me ſafe. In them, 
as Captains, came Ratcl:fe, (whoſe right Name, as is ſaid, 
was Sicklemore) Martin, and Archer, with Captain IA d, 
Captain /Yebbe, Captain Moon, Captain King, Captain 
Davies, Mr. Ralph Hamer, and divers other Gentlc:nen, 
of good Fortune, and eminent Birth. The Preſident, be- 
ing informed by his Scouts of the Arrival of this Fleet, lit- 
tle dreamed of ſuch a Supply, but ſuppoſed them, at firlt, 
to be Spauiards. He therefore put himſelf into the belt 
Poſture of Defence he could; and being ſeconded by the 
I. dians (who, upon this Occaſion, ſhewed their Friendſhip, 
and prepared, with great Alacrity, to aſſiſt the Engliſh with 
their utmoſt Power) they-thought themſelves ſo well provi— 
ded for the Reception of an Enemy, that they little feared 

their Coming. | 
Nalcliſſe, Martin, and Archer, had bred much Diſtur- 
Lance at Sta, and had paved the Way, for being even more 
troubleſome aſnore. Hor they had infuſed ſuch Jealounes 
and Prejudices into the Company againſt Captain S:20, 
that they mortaily hated him, before they had cver cen 
Ne him 
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him. But ſeveral of better Senſe and Experience among 16c9. | 
them, from their firſt Landing, hearing the general good | 
Report of his old Soldiers, and ſeeing the Prudence and Up- 2 Smith 


rightneſs of his Actions, were ſoon undeceived, and ſaw 
into the Malice of Ratcliffe and his Faction. They there- 
fore left their Society, and ever adhered to Captain Sth, 
2s his firm and faithful Friends. But a great Part of this 
new Company conſiſted of unruly Sparks, packed off by 
their Friends, to eſcape worſe Deftinies at home. And the 
reſt were chiefly made up of poor Gentlemen, broken | 
Tradeſmen, Rakes and Libertines, Footmen, and ſuch o- 
thers, as were much fitter to ſpoil or ruin a Commons | 
wealth, than to help to raiſe or maintain one. This lewd 
Company therefore were led by their ſeditious Captains, 
into many Miſchiefs and Extravagancies. They aſſumed 
to themſelves the Power of diſpoſing of the Government; 
and conferred it ſometimes on one, and ſometimes on ano- 
ther. To-day, the old Commiſtion muſt rule; 'I o-mor- 
row, the new ; and next Day, neither. So that, all was 
Anarchy and Diſtraction ; neither were there any Hopes, 
from the preſent Poſture of Affairs, but of the utmoſt Mi- 
ſery and Confuſion. | 

HE German alſo, that had returned to the Engliſh, 
ſeeing this diſtracted State of things, and hoping for ſome 
Advantage from it, fled again, with one of his Conſorts, 
to Powhatan ; to whom he promiſed Wonders, at the Ar- 
rival of Lord Delawarr. But that ſenſible Barbarian, know + 


| ing the Wickedneſs and Perfidy of their Nature, replied 


That they, who would have betrayed Captain Smith to 
him, would certainly betray him to this great Lord, to 
make their Peace. And ſo, he ordered his Men, to beat 
out their Brains. But Velday, the Zwitzer, made a ſhift 
to get to England ; where perſuading the Merchants what 
rich Mines he had found, and what Services he would da 
them, he was well rewarded, and ſent back with the Lord 
Delawarr. But being found a mere Impoſtor, he died in 
a molt contemned and miſerable Manner. 

CAPTAIN Smith, all this Time of Turbulancy and 
Diſtraction, was ſadly troubled and perplexed, how to pro- 
ceed. At firſt, finding his Authority thus unexpectedly can- 
celled and changed, he reſolved to leave all, and return for 
England. But afterwards, ſecing, there was little Hope of 
the Arrival of this new Commiſion, and that his own was 
not legally ſuperſeded, but by the actual Production of ano- 
ther, he determined to bear up, and to act with Vigor and 
Retolution. He therefore ſet himſelf, with great Courage, 
and the Perpetual Hazard of his Life to oppo this Tor- 
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rent of Faction and Immorality ; and at laſt, ſo far maſter. 


ed it, that he calt Ratcliffe, Archer, and the other Chiefs, 
-bn Smith into Priſon, till he had more Leiſure, to bring them to 2 


fair and legal Trial. And the better to diſſipate the Hu- 
mours, and to break their Confederacies, he ſent Mr. W: 

with an hundred and twenty, the beſt, he could chuſe, to 
make a Settlement at the Falls; and Martin, with near 
the ſame Number, to r ang ; allowing each their due 


Proportion of all the Proviſions, according to their Number, 


And now the Year of his Preſidency being near Expired, he 
made Captain Martin, who was become more tractable, 
Prelident in his Room. But Martin, knowing his own In- 
ſufficiency, and the People's Unrulineſs and little Regard 
for him, within three Hours, reſigned it again to Captain 
Smith, For as Ratchfſe had been removed from the Coun- 
cil, and was not again reſtored, Martin and Smith were the 
only two then in the Cuuntry, that could either elect, or 
be elected Preſident. And Hurtin, having thus wiſely diſ- 
engaged himfell from n Otlice, which he was then no ways 
able to execute or ſupport, prucceded to make his Settle- 
ment at Nanſamond. That Nation, having been reduced 
to Subjection and Contribution, uſed him kindly ; yet ſuch 
were his unreaſonable Jealouſy and Fear, that he furprife 


'the poor naked King, and his Monuments and Houſes, with 


the Iſland, wherein he lived, and there fortified himſelf, 
But the Indians, ſoon perceiving his Fear and Diſtraction, 
ventured to aſſault him; and they killed ſeveral of his Men, 
releaſed their King, and gathered and carried off a thouſand 
Buſhels of Corn; whilft he, in the mean while, never once 
offered to intercept them, but ſent to the Preſident, then 
at the Falls, for thirty Soldiers. "Theſe were preſently ſent 
him from James-Toton. But he ſo employed them, that 
they did nothing, and ſoon returned, complaining of his 
Tenderneſs and Cowardice. And he likewiſe, leaving his 
Company to their Fortunes, came away with them to James- 
Town, 

THE Preſident followed the other Company up to the 
Falls, to fee them well ſeated. But he was ſurpriſed, in 
his Way, to meet Captain , ſo ſoon returning to Fames- 
Teton; and he found the- Settlement very inconfidetately 
made, in a Place, not only liable to the River's Inundation, 
but alfo ſubject to many other inte lerable Inconveniences. 
To remedy which, he immediately fent to Powhatar,, to 
purchaſe the Place, called Potoſatan. The Conditions of 
their Agreement were thefe : That the Engliſh ſhould de- 
fend him againſt the AZanakins ; That he ſhould retign to 
them the Fort and the Houſes, with ail that Country, — 2 

| ro- 
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Proportion of Copper: That all Thieves ſhould be ſent 1609, 

thither, to receive their Puniſhment : That every Houſe, =a-— 

| as a Cuſtom, ſhould pay the Preſident a Buſhel of Corn, 7-5» Smith 


s, 

by for an Inch ſquare of Copper, and a certain Quanticy of 
„ Pocones to King James, for their Protection: and, That 
to 
ar 


they ſhould barter, what elſe they could ſpare, at their beſt 

Diſcretion. But Captain J/z/s Company depended ſa 
le much on the Lord GeneraFs new Commiſſion, that they 
r, regarded no Perſcn or thing. And ſuppoſing, the Mana- 
kins Country reached to the South-Sea, and was all Gold, 
they pleaſed themſelves with the vain Conceit, that it was 
entirely under their Power and Command, and that none 
ſhould go thither, but whom they pleaſed. They therefore 
rejected the Preſident with Inſolence and Contempt. How- 
ever he ventured, with five Men, to land among them; 
and committed the Heads of the Mutiny to Priſon, till, b 
their Numbers, they obliged him to retire. In making off, 
he happily ſurpriſed one of their Boats, with which he re- 
turned to the Ship; and had not the Mariners proved very 
tractable and faithful to him, he had ſmall Means and little 
Probability of eſcaping their Fury. 

THE Indians alſo came to him; complaining, that he 
had brought them, for ProteCtors, worſe Enemies, than 
the Manakins themſelves, that they ſtole their Corn, rob- 
bed their Gardens, broke open their Houſes, beat them, 
and kept ſeveral in Priſon; and that, till then, they had 
borne all this, out of Love to him, but defired Pardon, if 
hereafter they defended themſelves. They likewiſe offered 
him their Aſſiſtance, and to fight for him againſt them, if 
he would lead them on. But having ſpent nine Days, to 
no Purpoſe, in endeavouring to reclaim them, he departed 
for Fames-Town. The Ship was no ſooner under Sail, but 
twelve Indians aſſaulted thoſe hundred and twenty in their 
Fort. And finding many ſtraggling abroad in the Woods, 
they killed ſome, and ſo frighted the reſt, that their Coun- 
trymen in Priſon eſcaped, and they went ſafely off, with 
the Swords and Cloaks of thoſe, they had ſlain. But before 
the Ship had failed half a League, ſhe grounded; which 
gave the Preſident an Opportunity of ſummoning them, F. 
once more, to a Parley. And now he found them fo | 
amazed with that filly Aſſault of the Indians, that they Mi 
ſurrendered themſelves, upon any Terms, to his Mercy. | 
He therefore laid ſix or ſeven of the chief Offenders by the 
Heels; and ſeated the reſt at Powhatan, the ſtrongeſt and 
molt pleaſant Place, he had ſeen in the Country; and for 
that Reaſon, they called it Nænſuch. Here they had d 
Houſes for Lodgings, near two hundred Acres of 69 ; 

| | | | | clcare 
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1609. cleared and ready for planting, with a Savage Fort, ready 
Gy-— built, and prettily fortified with Poles and Barks of Trees, 
goon Smith and ſufficient to have defended them againſt all the Indians 
a" in the Country. He likewiſe appeaſed the Indians, making 
Reſtitution and SatisfaQtion, to each Party, for their former 

Lofles and Damages. 
AND now, new Officers being appointed, and the Preſi- 


3 dent ready to a Þ ara at that Inſtant arrived Captain 
| Meſt; whoſe gentle Nature was ſo wrought on and abuſed, 
| | by Compaſſion for the Priſoners, and the Perſuaſions of the 
| Mutineers, who alledged, they had only done this for his Ho- 
| nour, that all things were again thrown into Confuſion and 
Mutiny. But the Preſident, having no Inclination to con- 
| tend with Mr. Ve, and little Power to curb their Inſo- 
lence, left them to their Fortunes, and returned to Fames- 
Town, And ſoon after they abandoned Nonſuch, and went 
back to their firſt Settlement at /Y2/7's- Fort. 

BuT paſſing down the River, as Captain Smith was 
aſleep in the Boat, his Powder-bag, by ſome Accident, was 
fired; which tore the Fleſh from his Body and Thighs, 
nine or ten Inches ſquare, in a moſt dreadful Manner. To 
quench the Fire, which fryed and tormented him in his 
Cloaths, he leaped overboard, and was almoſt drowned, 
| before they could recover him, In this piteous State, he 
| arrived at Fames-Town, where Ratcliffe, Archer, and the 
| reſt of their Confederates, were ſoon to come to their 
| Trials. But their guilty Conſciences miſgiving them, and 
ſeeing the Preſinent unable to ſtand, and almoſt bereft of 
His Senſes by reaſon of his Torment, they entered into 4 
Conſpiracy to murder him in his Bed. But his Heart failed 
him, who was to have given Fire to the Piſtol. And ſo, 
| being diſappointed in this Purpoſe, they joined together, to 
| uſurp the Government, and thereby eſcape their Puniſh- 
1 ment. In the mean time, the Preſident's old Soldiers, be- 
1 ing provoked, beyond all Patience, at their Malice and Se- 
| dition, flocked to him, and importuned him to give them 

but the Word, and they would fetchithe Heads of the bold- 

eſt among them, that durſt reſiſt his Commands. Yet he 

would not ſuffer them to bring the Matter to a civil Broil ; 

| but ſent immediately for the Maſters of the Ships, and took 

| Order with them for his Return to England. For there 

| was ncither Chirurgeon nor Chirurgery at the Fort ; and 

| his Wounds were ſo grievous, and Torments ſo cruel, that 

| few expected, he could live. And he likewife highly re- 

| ſented, and was much chagrined, to ſce his Authority ſup- 

| preſſed, he knew not why; himſelf and his Soldiers to be 
rewarded for their paſt, Labours and Dangezs, he 2 not 
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how; and a new Commiſſion granted, to they knew not 1609. 
whom. And beſides, he found himſelf unable to follow his — 
Buſineſs, ſuppreſs thoſe Factions, and range the Country 3 
for Proviſions, as he before intended. And he well knew, 9 
that his own Preſence and Activity were as requiſite in thoſe 
Affairs, as his Advice and Directions. For all which Rea- 
ſons, he reſolved upon leaving the Country, and went pre- 
ſently on board one of the Ships. 

CAPTAIN Percy had been, for ſome time, in a very The Hon, 


bad State of Health, and had taken his Paſſage in one of the George Per. 


Ships, to go to England. But now, upon Smith's Depar- is pe 
ture, many came about him, and by Intreaties and Per- 
ſuaſions, prevailed with him to ſtay, and take upon him the 
Government, But there were many others up in Arms, 
calling themſelves Preſidents and Counſellors ; ſeveral of 
which began now to fawn upon and ſollicite Smith, to give 
up his Commiſſion to them. And after much ado, and 
many bitter Repulſes, that their Ruin and Confuſion might 
not be attributed to him, for leaving the Country without 
a Commiſſion, he permitted it to be ſtolen, but never could 
be induced to reſign it into ſuch vile Hands. In which he 
ſeems to have been ſomething froward and peeviſh. For 
ſince the old Soldiers, and better Sort of new Comers, had 
8 agreed upon Captain Percy for their Governor, a 
erſon every way fit for the Office, except in Point of 
Health, it would have been but reaſonable in him, to have 
endeavoured to confirm him in his Authority, and when 
he departed, to have delivered up his Commiſſion to him. 
AND thus, about Michaelmas 1609, Captain Smith left 
the Country, never again to ſee it. He [ef behind him 
three Ships and ſeven Boats; Commodities ready for Trade; 
the Corn newly gathered; ten Weeks Proviſion in the 
Store; four hundred ninety and odd Perſons ; twenty four 
Pieces of Ordinance ; three* hundred Muſkets, with other 
Arms and Ammunition, more than ſufficient for the Men; 
the Indians, their Language, and Habitations, well known 
to an hundred trained and expert Soldiers ; Nets for fiſhing ; 
Tools, of all Sorts, to work; Apparel, to ſupply their 
Wants; ſix Mares and a Horſe ; five or ſix hundred Hogs z 
as many Hens and Chickens ; with ſome Goats, and ſome 
Sheep. For whatever had been brought, or bred here, ſtill 
remained. But this ſeditious and diſtracted Rabble, re- 
garding not any thing, but from Hand to Mouth, riotouſly 
conſumed, what there was ; and took Care for nothing, 
but to colour and make out ſome Complaints againſt Cap- 
fain Sith. For this End, the Ships were ſtaid three 
Weeks, at a great Charge, till they could produce and 
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1609. bring them to bear. But, notwithſtanding their perverſe 
Humours and unreaſonable Clamours, Captain Smith was 

— os. undoubtedly a Perſon of a very great and generous Way of 
Eſq; Gref. thinking, and full of a high Idea of the publick Good and 


his Country's Honour. Jo his Vigor, Induſtry, and un- 
daunted Spirit and Reſolution, the Eſtabliſhment and firm 
Settlement of this Colony was certainly owing ; and there- 
fore it may not be unacceptable to the Reader, to have 
ſome farther Account of his Perſon and Actions. And this 
we are enabled to do the more authenticly, as he hath him- 
ſelf, at the Requeſt of Sir Robert Cotton, the famous Anti- 
quarian, left a brief Relation of his principal Travels and 
Adventures. 

H was born a Gentleman, to a competent Fortune, at 
Willoughby in Lincolnſhire, in the Year 1579. From his 
very Childhood, he had a roving and romantic Fancy, and 
was ſtrangely ſet upon performing ſome brave and adven- 
turous Atchievement. Accordingly, being about thirteen 
Years of Age at School, he fold his Satchel] and Books, and 
all, he had, to raiſe Money, in order to go ſecretly, beyond 
Sea. But his Father dying juſt at that Time, he was ſtop— 
ped for the preſent, and fell into the Hands of Guardians, 
more intent on improving his Eſtate, than him. However, 
at fifteen, in the Year 1594, he was bound to a Merchant 
at Lynne, the moſt conſiderable Trader in thoſe Parts. 
But becauſe he would not ſend him immediately to Sea, he 
found Mcans in the Train of Mr. Peregrine Berty, ſecond 
Son to the Lord J//illoughby, to paſs into France. Here, 
and in the Low-Countries, he firſt learnt the Rudiments of 
War; to which Profeſſion he was led, by a ſtrong Pro- 
penſity of Genius. He was afterwards carried into Scotland, 
with deluſive Hopes, from a Scottzfh Gentleman, of being 
effectually recommended to King James. But ſoon find- 
ing himſelf baMed in his Expectations, he returned to Wil- 

. loughby, his native Place; where meeting with no Compa- 
7 agreeable to his Way of thinking, he retired into a 
ood, at a good Diſtance from any Town, and there 
built himſelf a Pavilion of Boughs, and was wholly em- 
ployed, in ſtudying ſome Treatiſes of the Art of War, 
and in the Exerciſe of his Horſe and Lance. But his 
Friends, being concerned at ſuch a whimſical Turn of 
Mind, prevailed with an Italian Gentleman, Rider to the 
Farl of Lincoln, to infinuate himſelf into his Acquaintance z 
and as he was an expert Horſeman, and his Talent and Stu- 
dies lay the ſame Way with Mr. Smith's, he drew him from 
his ſylvan Retirement, to ſpend ſome time with him at 
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BU r Smith's reſtleſs Genius ſoon hurried him again into 
Flanders; where lamenting to ſee ſuch Effuſion of Chriſtian 
Blood, he reſolved to try his Fortune againſt the Turks. 
In order to this, he paſſed through France, with Variety 
of Adventure and Misfortune, in which he always ſhewed 
a high and martial Spirit. At Marſeilles he embarked for 
Italy. But the Ship meeting with much foul Weather, a 
Rabble of Pilgrims, on board, hourly curſed him for a Hu- 
gonot, railed at Queen Elizabeth and his whole Nation, 
and ſwore, they ſhould never have fair Weather, as lon 
as he was in the Ship. At laſt, the Paſſions of theſe pious 
Chriſtians roſe ſo high, that they threw him overboard z 
truſting, we may ſuppoſe, in the Merrit and Supererogation 
of that holy Pilgrimage, to expiate the trifling Offence and 
Peccadillo of Murder. However, Smith, by the Divine 
Aſſiſtance, got ſafe to a ſmall uninhabited Iſland, againſt 
Nice in Savoy. From thence he was the next Day taken 
off by a French Rover, 'who treated him very kindly, and 
with whom he therefore made the Tour of the whole Me- 
diterranean, both on the Mehomitan and the Chriſtian Coaſts. 
At length, after a deſperate Battle, having taken a very 
rich Venetian Ship, the generous Frenchman ſet him aſhore, 
with his Share of the Prize; amounting to five hundred Se- 
queens in Specie, and a Box of rich Commodities, worth 
near as much more. And now out of Curioſity ranging 
all the Regions and Principalities of Italy, he at laſt went to 
Vienna, and entered himſelf a Gentleman Volunteer, in 
Count Meldritch's Regiment, againſt the Turk. 

H had not been long in the Chriſtian Army, before he 
was diſtinguiſhed for a Man of great perſonal Bravery ; and 
in the Sieges of Olumpagh and Alba-Regalis, he was the 
Author of ſome Stratagems, which ſhewed a happy Talent 
for War, and did ſignal Service to the Chriſtian Cauſe. He 
was thereupon immediately advanced to the Command of a 
Troop of Horſe ; and was, ſoon after, made Serjeant Ma- 
jor of the Regiment, a Poſt, at that Time, next to the 

ieutenant Colonel. But Count Meldritch, a Tran ſilvanian 
Nobleman by Birth, afterwards paſſed with his Regiment, 
out of the Imperial Service, into that of his natural Prince, 
Sigiſmond Bathori, Duke of Tranſilvania. And here, en- 
deavouring to recover ſome patrimontal Lordſhips, then in 
the Poſſeſſion of the Turk, he laid Siege to a ſtrong Town, 
chiefly inhab ted by Renegadoes and Banditti. Whilſt their 
Works were advancing fiowly, and with great Difficulty, 
a Turkiſh Officer iſſued forth of the Town, and challenged 
any Chriſtian, of the Dignity of Captain, to a fingle 
Combat, Many were cager of the Honour of buy 
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this haughty Muſſelman ; but it was at laſt decided, by Lot, 


in Favour of Captain Smith. Accordingly, the Ramparts 


of the Town being filled with fair Dames and Men in Arms, 
and the Chriſtian Army drawn up in Battalia, the Comba- 
tants entered the Field, well mounted and richly armed, to 
the Sound of Hautboys and Trumpets ; where, at the firſt 
Encounter, Smith bore the Turk dead to the Ground, and 
went off triumphantly with his Head. But the Infidel Gar- 
riſon being enraged at this, he afterwards engaged two o- 
ther Officers ; and being a great Maſter of his Arms, and 
the Management of his Horſe, he carried off their Heads, 
in the ſame Manner. After which, being attended with a 
Guard of fix thouſand Men, with the three Turkiſh Horſes 
led before him, and before each a Turk's Head upon a 
Spear, he was conducted to the General's Pavilion; who 
received him with open Arms, and preſented him with a 
fine Horſe, richly capariſoned, and with a Scimitar and 
Belt, worth three hundred Ducats. Soon after, the Duke 
himſelf, coming to view his Army, gave him his Picture, 
ſet in Gold ; ſettled three hundred Ducats upon him, as a 
Yearly Penſion ; and iſſued his Letters patent of Nobleſſe, 
giving him three Turks Heads, in a Shield, for his Arms; 
which Coat he ever afterwards bore, and it was admitted 
and recorded in the Herald's Office in England, by Sir Wil- 
liam Segar, Garter, principal King at Arms. 

Bur ſoon after, the Duke of Tran/ilvania was deprived 
of his Dominions by the Emperor ; and Smith, at the fatal 
Battle of Rottenton, in the Year 1602, was left upon the 
Field, among the dreadful Carnage of Chriſtians, as dead. 
But the Pillagers, perceiving Life in him, and judging by 
the Richneſs of his Habit and Armour, that his Ranſom 
might be conſiderable, took great Pains to recover him. 
After that, he was publickly fold, among the other Priſo- 
ners; and was bought by a Baſhaw, who ſent him to Con- 
ftantinople, as a Preſent to his Mittreſs Charatza Traga— 
61gzanda, a beautiful young Tartarian Lady. Smith was 
then twenty three Years of Age, in the Bloom of Life, 
and, as it ſeems, of a very handſome Perſon. For this 
young Lady was ſo moved with Compaſſion, or rather 

ove, for him, that ſhe treated him with the utmoſt Ten- 
derneſs and Regard. And to prevent his being ill uſed, or 
ſold, by her Mother, ſhe ſent him into Tartary, to her 
Brother, who was 'Fimor Baſhaw of Nalbrits, on the Pa- 
lus Mœotis. Here, the intended, he ſhould ſtay, to learn 
the Language, together with the Manners and Religion of 


che Turks, till Time ſhould make her Miſtreſs of herſelf. 
BUT 


2 LIE I, oro YE nm, 


Book III. The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. 11 
| Bur the Baſhaw, ſuſpecting ſomething of the Matter, | 
ö from the affectionate Expreſſions, with which ſhe recom- 
| mended and preſſed his good Uſage, only treated Smith 

with the greater Cruelty and Inhumanity. Smith's high 

Spirit, raiſed alſo by a Conſciouſneſs of Tragabigzanda's 

Paſſion, could but ill brook this harſh Treatment, Atlaſt, 

being one Day threſhing alone, at a Grange above a League 
from the Houſe, the Timor came, and took Occaſion, ſa 

to kick, ſpurn, and revile him, that forgetting all Reaſon, 

Smith beat out his Brains, with his threſhing Bat. Then 

reflecting upon his deſperate State, he hid the Body under 

the Straw, filled his Knapſack with Corn, put on the Ti- 

mor's Cloaths, and mounting his Horſe, fled into the De- 

ſerts of Circaſſia. After two or three Days fearful Wan- 

dering, he happened, providentially, on the Caſtragan, os 

great Road, that leads into Muſcovy. Following this, for 

lixteen Days, with infinite Dread and Fatigue, he at laſt 

arrived at a Muſcovite Garriſon, on the Frontiers. Here 

he was kindly entertained and preſented, as alſo at all the 

Places, through which he paſſed. Having travelled through 

Siberia, Muſcovy, Tranſilvania, and the Midſt of Europe, 

he at length found his old Friend and gracious Patron, the 

Duke of Tranſilvania, at Leipfick, together with Count 

Meldritch, his Colonel. , Having ſpent ſome time with them, 

the Duke, at his Departure, gave him a Paſs, intimating 

the Services, he had done, and the Honours, he had re- 

ceived ; preſenting him, at the ſame Time, with fifteen 

hundred Ducats of Gold, to repair his Loſſes. And althe? 

he was now intent on returning to his native Country, yet 

being furniſhed with this Money, he ſpent ſome time, in 

travelling through the principal Cities and Provinces of Ger- 

many, France, and Spain, From the laſt, being led b 

the Rumour of Wars, he paſſed over into Africa, and vi- 

ſited the Court of Morocco. Having viewed many of the 

Places and Curioſities of Barbary, he at laſt returned, through 

France, to England; and in his Paſſage in a French Galley, 

they had a moſt deſparate Engagement, for two or three 

Days together, with two Spaniſh Men of War. In En- 
gland, all things were ſtill, and in the moſt profound Peace; 
ſo that, there was no Room or Proſpect for a Perſon of his 
active and warlike Genius. And therefore, having ſpent 
ſome time, in an idle and uneaſy State, he willingly em- 
barked himſelf with Captain Geſnold, in the Project of ſet- 
tling Colonics in America, and came to Virginia. 

Hrs Conduct here hath been ſufficiently related; and I 
ſhall finiſn his Character, with the Tcſtimonics of ſome of 
xis Soluicrs and Fella;y-Adventurers, They own * to 
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have made Juſtice his firſt Guide, and Experience his ſe- 
cond : That he was ever fruittul in Expedients, to provide 
for the People under his Command, whom he would never 
ſuffer to want any thing, he either had, or could procure: 
That he rather choſe to lead, than ſend his Soldiers into 
Danger ; and upon all hazardous or fatiguing Expeditions, 
always ſhared every thing equally with his Company, and 
never deſired any of them, to do or undergo any thing, that 
he was not ready, to do or undergo himſelf : That he hated 
Baſeneſs, Sloth, Pride, and Indignity, more than any Dan- 
ger: That he would ſuffer Want, rather than borrow; 
and ſtarve, ſooner than not pay: That he loved Action, 
more than Words; and hated Falſhood and Covetouſneſs, 
worſe than Death: and, That his Adventures gave Life and 
Subſiſtency to the Colony, and his Loſs was their Ruin and 
Deſtruction. They confeſs, that there were many Cap- 
tains in that Age (as there are indeed in all Ages) who were 
no Soldiers; but that Captain Sith was a Soldier, of the 
true old Englih Stamp, who fought, not for Gain or 
empty Praiſe, but for his Country's Honour and the pub- 
lick Good : That his Wit, Courage, and Succeſs here, 
were worthy of eternal Memory: That by the mere Force 
of his Virtue and Courage, he awed the fdian Kings, and 
made them ſubmit, and bring Preſents : That, notwith- 
ſanding ſuch a ſtern and invincible Reſolution, there was 
ſeldom ſeen a milder and more tender Heart, than his was: 
That he had nothing in him counterfeit or fly, but was 
open, honeſt, and ſincere : and, That they never knew a 
Soldier, before him, ſo free from thoſe military Vices, of 
Wine, Tobacco, Debts, Dice, and Oaths. 

FROM this Account of Captain Smith, extracted from 
his own Writings and the Teſtimony of his Contempora- 
Ties and Acquaintance, it will be eaſily ſeen, that he was 
a Soldier of Fortune, who had run through great Variety 
of Life and Adventure. And indeed he was ſo famous for 
this in his own Age, that he lived to ſee himſelf brought 
upon the Stage, and the chief Dangers, and moſt intereſt- 
ing Paſſages of his Life, racked, as he complains, and miſ- 
repreſented in low Tragedies. I cannot therefore forbear 
tranſiently obſerving Oldmixon's Miſtake, who ſays, that 
the Company took him into their Service, becauſe he was 
a noted Seaman, and famed for his Experience in maritime 
Affairs. But to remark all the Errors of our Hiſtorians, 
but moſt eſpecially of Olumixon, the weakeſt, moſt idle, 
and erroneous of all others, would be an infinite Work, 
and too often interrupt and break the Thread of my Nar- 
ration. I hope therefore, the courteous Reader will be — 
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out and correct one Miſtake in my own, than expoſe and 
ridicule twenty Blunders in the Hiſtories of others. But to 
return to the Affairs of Virginia. 


on board, was ſeparated from the reſt of the Fleet in a Storm. 
She was ſo racked and torn by the violent Working of the 
Sea, and became ſo ſhattered and leaky, that the Water 
roſe in the Hold above two Tire of Hogſheads; and they 
were obliged to ſtand up to their Middlcs, with Kettles, 
Buckets, and other Veſſels, to bail it out. And thus they 
bailed and pumped, three Days and Nights, without In- 
termiſſion; and yet the Water ſeemed rather to gain upon 
them, than decreaſe. At laſt, all being utterly ſpent with 
Labour, and ſeeing no Hope, in Man's Apprehenſion, but 
of preſently ſinking, they reſolved to ſhut up the Hatches, 
and to commit themſelves to the Mercy of the Sea and God's 
good Providence. In this dangerous and deſperate State, 
ſome, who had good and comfortable Waters, fetched them, 
and drank to one another, as taking their laſt Leaves, till 
a more happy and joyful Meeting in the other World. But 
it pleaſed God, in his moſt gracious Providence, ſo to guide 
their Ship, to her beſt Advantage, that they were all pre- 
ſerved, and came ſafe to Shore. n ; 

For Sir George Somers had fat, all this Time, upon the 
Poop, ſcarce allowing himſelf Leiſure, either to eat or 
ſleep, cunning the Ship, and keeping her upright, or ſhe 
muſt, otherwiſe, long before this, have foundered. As 
he there ſat, looking wiſhfully about, he moſt happily and 
unexpectedly deſcried Land; This welcome News, as if 
it had been a Voice from Heaven, hurried them all above 
Hatches, to ſee, what they could ſcarce believe. But there- 
by, improvidently forſaking their Work, they gave ſuch an 
Advantage to their greedy Enemy, the Sca, that they were 
very nigh being ſwallowed up. But none were now to be 
urged, to do his beſt: Altho' they knew it to be Bermu- 
das, a Place then dreaded and ſhunned by all Men, yet 
they ſpread all the Sail, and did every thing elſe, in their 
Power, to reach the Land. It was not long, before the 
Ship truck upon a Rock; but a Surge of the Sea caſt her 
from thence, and ſo from one to another, till ſhe was moſt 
luckily thrown up between two, as upright; as if ſhe had 
deen on the Stocks. And now the Danger was, leſt the 
Billovrs, overtaking her, ſhould, in an Inſtant, have daſhed 
i ſnirered her to Pieces. But all on a ſudden, the Wind 
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tisfied with this ſhort Caution and Animadverſion, once for 160g. 
all. For to ſpeak the Truth ingeniouſly, I had rather find © 


- 4 


IT hath been before ſaid, that the Admiral-Ship, with hn Smith 
Sir Themas Gates, Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport Preũdent. 


- o * 
pl — A - 
LEW | 2 


ö 

8 
Fs 
7 

* 

= 


* 6 - = 
2 — - _— 2 - * 5 DR © 4s * — — 
— — — *. - ” 
l 22 285 13 r * r n ll” ans 
* 1 — 2 Sr wer 22 es Os —— ——— n 


- 0,0 92 * = 


114 


1609. 


The HISTORY VIRGINIA. Book III. 


lay, and gave Place to a Calm; and the Sea became fa 


nn aro peaceable and ſtill, that; with the greateſt Convenie 
2% Smith and Eaſe, they unihipped all their Goods, Victuals, an 


P I elident, 


People, and in their Boats, with extreme Joy, almoſt t9 
Amazement, arrived in Safety, without the Loſs of a May, 
altho* more than a League from the Shore: 

How theſe Iſlands came T the Name of Bermudas, B 
not certainly agreed. Some ſay, that they were ſo name 
after John 3 a Spaniard, who firſt diſcovered them 
about the Year 1522. Others report, that a Speni/h Ship, 
called the Bermudas, was caſt away upon them, as ſhe wy 
carrying Hogs to the Ye/1-Indies, which ſwam aſhore, and 
increaſed to incredible Numbers. But they had been, in 
all Times before, infamous and terrible to Mariners, for 
the Wreck of many Spaniſh, Dutch, and French Veſſel 
They were therefore, with the uſual Elegance of the Se 
Stile, by many called the /e of Devils; and were eſteemel 
the Hell or Purgatory of Seamen, the moſt dangerous, un- 
fortunate, and forlorn Place in the World. 

Bur the ſafe Arrival of this Company was not more 
ſtrange and providential, than their F * and Suppon 
was beyond all their Hopes or Expectation. For they found 
it the richeſt, pleaſanteſt, and moſt healthful Place, they 
had ever ſeen. Being ſafe on Shore, they diſpoſed them- 
ſelves, ſome to ſearch the Iſlands for Food and Water, and 
others to get aſhore, what they could, from the Ship. Sir 
George Somers had not ranged far, before he found ſuch a 
Fiſhery, that, in half an Hour, he took, with a Hook and 
Line, as many as ſufficed the whole Company. In ſome 
Places, they were ſo thick in the Coves, and ſo big, that 
they were afraid to venture in amongſt them; and Sr 
George Somers caught one, that had before carried off two 
of his Hooks, ſo large, that it would have pulled him into 
the Sca, had not his Men got hold of him. Two of thoſe 
Rock-fiſh would have loaded a Man; neither could any 
where be found, fatter, or more excellent Fiſh, than they 
were. Belides, there were infinite Numbers of Mullets, 
Pilchards, and other ſmall Fry; and by making a Fire in 
the Night, they would take vaſt Quantities of large Craw- 
fiſh. As for Hogs, they found them in that Abundance, 
that, at their firſt Hunting, they killed thirty two. And 
there were likewiſe Multitudes of excellent Birds, in their 
Seaſons ; and the greateſt Facility, to make their Cabbins 
with Palmeta Leaves. This cauſed them to live in ſuch 
Plenty, Eaſe, and Comfort, that many forgot all other 
Places, and never deſired to return from thence, 
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In the mean while, the Thoughts of the two Knights 160g. 
were buſily employed, how to proceed, in this deſperate —— 
tate of their Affairs. At laſt, it was reſolved, to deck whe Hon. 
the Long-boat with the Ship's Hatches, and to ſend Mr. hs Goo 
Raven, a ſtout and able Mariner, with eight more in her, ner. 
o Virginia; to get Shipping from thence, to feteh them 
away. But ſhe was never more heard of; and ſuch was 

the Malice, Envy, and Ambition of ſome, that, notwith- 
ſtanding Sir George Somers's eminent Services, there aroſe 
great Differences between the Commanders. So that, as 
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according to the Obſcrvation of a Spauiſb Author, the 
6 Air of America was infectious, and inclined Mens Minds to 
0 wrangling and Contention, they lived aſunder, in the 
eight of this their Calamity, rather like mere Strangers, 
; than diſtreſſed Friends. But the ſeveral Parties, each re- 
cd upon building a Veſſel. In the mean while, two 
andren were born. The Boy was called Bermudas, and FIR 
dae Girl Bermuda; and in the Midſt of all their Sorrows, 2% 
they had a merry Engliſb Wedding, But the two Cedar 
© Whips being, at length, finiſhed, and rigged with what they 
 W:vcd from the Sca-Venture, they calked them, and paid 
de Scams with Lime and Turtle's Oyl, inſtead of Pitch 
Ind Tar ; which quickly became dry, and as hard as a 
tone. Sir George Somers had no Iron in his Bark, except 
id one Bolt in the Keel. And now, their Proviſions being 
aid in, and all Things in Readineſs, after about Nine 
Months Abode there, they ſet Sail, on the 1oth of May, 
bro. They left behind them two Men, Chri/topher Car- 
e er and Edward Waters; who, for their Offences, fled 
into the Woods, and deſired, rather there to end their 
Days, than to ſtand to the Event of Juſtice. For one of 
Ke their Accomplices had been ſhot to Death, and Maters was 


actually tied to a Tree to be executed ; but he had, by 
e Chance, a Knife about him, with which he ſecretly cut the 
) WK Rope, and ran into the Woods. There alſo came from 
gland with them, two Indians, named Namontack and 
Machumps. But, upon ſome Difference, Machumps flew 
Namantach; and having made a Hole to bury him, becauſe 
It was too ſhort, he cut off his Legs, and laid them by him. 
Neither was the Murder ever diſcovered, before he got to 
nd Virginia. 
Wurirtsrm theſe Things were paſſing in Bermudas, the 
5 Colony in Virginia was reduced to the utmoſt Miſery and 
0 Diſtreſs, Captain Percy, their Governor, was ſo fick and 
weak the whole Time, that he could ncither go nor ſtand. 
Wherefore he could not keep up his Authority with ſuch a 
[y ſeditious Crew, nor act with that Vigor and Induſtry, as 
12 might 
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i from Nanſamond, and Captain Meſt from the Fall, 


The Hon. 
George Percy 
Eſq; Gove - 
BCT, 


pointed, went abroad to trade. Ratcliffe, upon Confidence 


Firelocks, and any thing elſe they had, with the Indians; 


The HisTory of VIRGINIA. Book in 
might juſtly have been expected from him. Captain Mr. 


having loft their Boats, and near half their Men, were te. 
turned to Zaines-Town. For the Indians no ſooner under. 
Rood, that Sith was gone, but they revolted, and ſpoilel 
and murdered all they met. And now they had twenty Pre. 
fidents, with all their Appurtenances of Paraſites and Pro- 
fuſion. They laviſhly ſpent the Proviſions, ſent from Ex. 
gland in the laſt Ships; which, however, were fo bad, an 
ſo inſufficient in Proportion, that the poor famiſhing Pe. 
ple, in the Bitterneſs of their Heart, poured forth, the 
whote Time, the moſt dreadful Curſes and Execrations 2. 
ganſt Sir Themas Smith, the Treaſurer. And they wer 
therefore ſoon obliged, to depend wholly, on what Captain 
87111) left; which he had provided, only to ſerve his own 
Conmany for fome Time, with Intention, afterwards to 
lay in a much larger Stock. But before theſe Proviſion 
were quite conſumed, Captain Veſt and Captain Ratcliſt, 
each with a ſmall Ship, and thirty or forty Men well 2 


of Powhatan's fair Profeſſions, was ſlain, with thirty other, 
as carcleſs as himſelf. - Only one Man of he Cooper 
eſcaped ; and Pocahontas ſaved a Boy, one Henry Spilman, 
who lived for many Years, by her Means, among the Pe. 
towmacks. But Powhatan, ſtill as he found Opportunity, 
cut off their Boats, and denied them Trade; ſo that Cap 
tain Le ſailed off in his Ship to England. 

AND now, they were all deeply ſenſible of the Loſs d 
Captain Smith. Even his bittereſt Enemies, and greatch 
Maligners, would curſe their Deſtiny for his Departure, 
Inftead of Corn and Contribution from the [ndians, which 
his Induſtry and Authority ſtill wreſted from them, the 
had nothing but Scoffs and mortal Wounds. And as for 
their Hogs, Sheep, Goats, Hens, and other Animals, theic 
riotous Commanders, and the Indians, daily conſumed and 
deſtroyed them. So that they traded away their Swords, 


who were thereby enabled, the more eaſily, often to em. 
brue their cruel Hands in their Blood. Thoſe, who had 
Starch, made no little Uſe of it, in this Extremity ; and 
the very Skins of their Horſcs were prepared, by ſtewing 
and haſhing, into dainty and welcome Food. Nay, fo great 
was the Famine, that the poorer Sort took up an Indian, 
that had been ſlain and buried, and eat him; and ſo did ſe- 
veral others, one another, that died, boiled and ſtewed 
with Roots and Herbs. And one, among the reſt, killed 
kis Wife, powdered her up, and had eaten Part 1 2 
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before it was diſcovered ; for which he was, afterwards, 1610. 
deſervedly executed. In ſhort, ſo extreme was the Famine S4— 
and Diſtreſs of this Time, that it was, for many Years af- The Hon, 
ter, diſtinguiſhed and remembered by the Name of the e 
STARVING TIME. And by theſe means, of near five hun- nor. 

dred Perſons, left by Captain Smith at his Departure, within 

fix Months, there remained not above ſixty, Men, Wo- 

men, and Children ; and thoſe moſt poor and miſerable 
Creatures, preſerved, for the moſt part, by Roots, Herbs, 

Acorns, Walnuts, Berries, and now and then a little Fiſh, 

Neither was it poſſible for them to have held out ten Days 

longer, without being all utterly extinct and famiſhed with 

Hunger. 

In this calamitous State, did Sir Thomas Gates and Sir &; Yen 
George Somers find the Colony, at their Arrival, on the Gets, Gag 
24th of May. Theſe two noble Knights, being utter Stran- nu. 
gers to their Affairs, could underſtand nothing of the Cauſe 
and.Reaſon of theſe Miſerics, but by Conjecture from their 
Clamours and Complaints, either accuſing, or excuſing one 
another. "They therefore embarked them all, in the beſt 
manner they could, and ſet Sail for England. At their De- 
parture, many were importunate to burn the Houſes and 
Fort at James-Totun. But God, who did not intend, that 
this excellent Country ſhould be ſo abandoned, put it inta 
the Heart of Sir Thomas Gates, to ſave the Town and For- 
tiications. For having fallen down to Heg-Iand, and 
thence to Mulberry-Point, they deſcricd the Long-boat of 


de Lord Delawarr ; who, being then Captain-Gcneral of 


Virginia, a Title ever after given to our Governors in chief, 
came up with three Ships, exceedingly well furniſh:d with 
al Neceſſaries, and returned them back to James-Town. 

His Lordſhip arrived the gth of June, accompanied with 1 Pau- 
dir Ferdinando Iaynman, General of the Horſe, (who ſoon a-, Co- 
after died here) Captain Holereſt, and divers other Gentle- verner, 
men of Figure. The 1cth he came up with his Fleet, 
went aſhore, heard a Sermon, read his Commiſſion, and 
entered into Conſultation about the Affairs of the Colony. 

hen he ma je a ſhort Speech to the Company, juſtly 
blaming them for their Pride, Vanity, and Sloth, and earn- 
eſtly entreating them to amend their Ways, left he ſhould 
de compelled to draw the Sword of Juſtice, and cut off ſuch 

elinquents; which, he profeſſed, he had much rather 
draw, to the ſhedding his own vital Blood, in their Cauſe 
and Defence. He alſo conſtituted proper Officers of alt 
Kinds, and allotted every Man his particular Place and Bu- 
meſs, This Oration vras received with a gencral Apphuuſe; 
nd you might ſdon fee the idle and retty Humours of a di- 
Wed Multitude, by the Splendor, Unity, and Autiority dt 
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1610. this Government, ſubſtantially healed. Captain Marti 
S was removed from the Council, for his weak, cruel, an 
Lord De/a- diforderly Behaviour; and thoſe, who knew not the Path tg 


207, 
vernor. 


G*- Gcodncis before, would now chalk it out to their F ellow, 


endeavouring to out{trip each ether in Diligence and In. 
duitry. The French prepared to plant the Vines; the En 
gliſh laboured in the Woods and Grounds ; and every Ma 
knew his particular Buſineſs and Vocation, which he fg. 
lowed with Alacrity and Pleaſure. 

BurT altho' his Lordſhip's Stores were very plentiful ſa 
his own Company, yet were they far from being enough u 
ſuſice the whole Colony. For it was computed, that al 
the Proviſion landed from England, the whole firſt thre 
Yeurs, was not ſufficient to have ſerved the People, ac- 
cording to their Numbers, fix Months. Underſtanding 
thereſore, what Plenty there was of Hogs and other good 
Proviſions in Bernudas, he determined to ſend thither tory 
ſufficient Supply. Whereupon Sir George Somers, who, by 


his Diligence in ranging thoſe Iſlands, was beft acquainted 
with the Place, and whoſe generous Mind ever regarded the 
publick Good, more than his own private Ends, altho' d 
above threeſcore Years of Age, and of a Fortune in Er 
glaud ſuitable to his Rank and Quality, yet offered his Ser 
vice to perform this dangerous Voyage to thoſe rocky an 
unfortunate Iſlands; and he promiſed with God's Aſſiſtance, 
ſoon to return, with ſix Months Proviſion of Fleſh. On 
the 19th of June, he embarked, in his own Cedar Veſit, 
of thirty Tens; and Captain Samuel Argall was alſo ſent 
with him, in another ſmall Bark. But Captain Argall wa 
ſoon forced back, by Stre's of Weather; and was ſent, by 
the Lord Governor, to Patzwmack River, to trade for Corn, 
He there ſound the Englih Boy, Henry Spilman, prelervel 
by Pocahontas and thoſe Indians, from the Fury of Powha- 
tau. He was a young Gentleman, well deſcended ; and, 
by his Acquaintance and Help, Captain Argall received ſuch 
good Uſage from that kind People, that his Veſſel was foon 


treithted with Corn, with which he returned to 7am 
Terra. Put Sir George Somers ſtruggled long with foul 
Weather and contrary Winds; and was at laſt forced to the 


\ 


Northers Parts of the Continent, where he refreſhed him— 
ſeif and his Men en the unknown Coaſt. But depart 
thence 222Qin, he at length arrived ſafe at Bermudas. Uling 
too much Duigonce and Pams in diſpatching his Buſinets, 
and the Strength of his Body not anſwecring the cver memo: 
rable Viger of his Mind, having lived long in honourable 


Burthen, but ſunk under his too great Labour and Fatigue. 


Finding his Time but ſhort, after having made a proper 
Diſpoſition of his Eſtate, he called them together, and like Lord Dela- 
a valiant Captain and worthy Patriot, exhorted them to be /,, Co- 
true and conſtant to thoſe Plantations, and with all Expedi- vernor, 


tion and Diligence, to return to Virginia. | 

Tus dicd this virtuous and honourable Knight, in the 
very Place, where they afterwards built a Town, from him 
called St. Georges; and the Iflands themſelves have ever 
fince borne the Name of the Szomer-//lands, in Honour to 
his Memory. But Captain Matthew Somers, his Nephew, 
and all his Men, were in ſuch Grief and Conſternation at 
his Death, and were ſo heedicſs and unconcerned for the 
Colony, that they utterly neglected his dying Inſtructions, 
to return to Virginia. For having buried his Heart and En- 
trails, and erected a Croſs over the Place; they embalmed 
his Body, and ſet Sail with it, in his Cedar Ship, for En- 
gland. Arriving ſafe at J/7;tchurch in Dorſeiſpire, he was 
there honourably enterred, with many Vollies of Shot, and 
the Rites of a Soldier. But the Croſs was accidentally 
found, nine Years after, in a Bye-place, overgrown with 
Buſhes, by Captain Nathaniel Butler, then Governor of 
thoſe Iſlands. Reſolving to have a better Memorial of ſo 
worthy a Soldier, and finding a large Marble Stone, brought 
from England, he cauſed it to be handſomely wrought by 
Maſons, and laid over the Place; engraving an Epitaph, 
agreeable to the Taſte and Menner of the Times, and en- 
vironing the whole with a ſquare Wall of hewn Stone, 
But I underſtand, that this Monument is now utterly ob- 
literated, and the Place quite forgot and unknown in that 
Country, 

Uro this Occaſion, there alſo happened a very hu» 
mourous Circumſtance. Carter and Naters had been left 
here, when the reſt went to Virginia, as hath been ſaid, 
And now, by Carter's Perſuaſions, Naters was ſtill ſtaid, 
and one Edward Chard joined himſelf to them. This Veſ- 


fel once out of Sight, theſe three Lords and ſole Inhabi- 


tants of all thoſe Iſlands, began to erect their little Com- 
monwealth, with equal Power and brotherly Regency, 
building a Houſe, preparing the Ground, planting their 
Corn, and ſuch Seeds and Fruits, as they had, and pro- 
viding other Neceſſaries and Conveniences, Then making 
dearch among the Crevices and Corners of thoſe craggy 
Rocks, what the Ocean, from the World's Creation, had 
thrown up among them, beſides divers ſmaller Pieces, they 
happened upon the largeſt Block of Ambergreaſe, that had 
yer been ſeen or heard of, in one Lump. It weighed 
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fourſcore Pounds; and is ſaid, itſelf alone, beſides the others, 
to have been then worth nine or ten thouſand Pounds. And 
Lord Del, now being rich, they grew ſo reity and ambitious, that 
warr, Gg theſe three forlorn Men, above three thouſand Miles from 


their native Country, and with little Probability of ever 
ſeeing it again, fell out for the Superiority and Rule. And 
their Competition and Quarrel grew ſo high, that Char 
and Waters, being of the greateſt Spirit, nad appointed to 
decide the Matter in the Field. But Carter wilely ſtole 
their Arms; chuſing rather, to bear with ſuch troubleſome 
Rivals, than, by being rid of them, to live alone. 80 
doubtful a Good are Riches, and ſo prepoſterous a Thing 
the Mind of Man! 


Ix the mean while, the Lord Delawarr, in Virginia, 


built two Forts at Kicuotan; and called one, Fort Henry, 


the other Fort Charles, They ſtood on a pleaſant Plain, 
near a little River, which they named Southampton River, 
in a wholeſome Air, having Plenty of Springs, and com- 
manding a large Circuit of Ground, which contained 
Wood, Paſture, and Marſh, with fit Places for Vines, 
Corn, and Gardens. Here it was intended, that thoſe, who 
came from England, ſhould be quartered at their firſt 
Landing, that the Weariſomeneis and Nauſea of the Sea 


might be refreſhed, in this pleaſant Situation, and whole- 


ſome Air. Sir Thomas Gates he ſent to England ; and Cap- 
tain Percy, with Mr. Stacy and fifty or threeſcore good 
Shot, was diſpatched to revenge ſome Injuries of the Pa, 
paheys. But thoſe Indians flying, they burnt their Houſes, 
and rook the Queen and her Children Priſoners, whom not 
long after they ſlew. So much was the Government alrca- 
dy altered from the Clemency of Smith's Adminiſtration, 
who never did, nor would have been permitted, to ſhed 
the leaſt Drop of Indian Blood, by Way of Punithment; 
but was obliged to ſupply the Want of ſufficient Vigor and 
Power in his Authority, by his own Activity, Induſtry, 
Art, and Circumſpection. | 

Some time after, as my Lord Delawarr, was at the 
Falls, the Indians alluulted his Troops, and killed three or 
four of his Men. But his Lordſhip had now been long ſick. 
Immediately upon his Arrival, he was ſeized with an Ague, 
which, being put by for the preſent, ſoon returned with 
greater Violence than ever ; and he began to be diſtempered 
with other grievous Sickneties. He was ſirſt affailed by the 
Flux, then by the Cramp, and after that by the Gout; 
all which reduced him to ſo weak and low a State, that, 
being unable to ſtir, it brought upon him the Scurvy- 
Thercfore, by che Advice of his Friends, on the 28th al 
4 5 | | March, 
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March, he ſhipped himſelf, with Dr. Bohun and Captain 1611. 
Argall, for Mevis in the Weft-Indies, an Iſland, at that 
time, famous for wholeſome Baths. At his Departure, he A 
committed the Colony to the Charge of Captain Percy, till Eq; Oover- 
the Arrival of Sir Thomas Dale. And he left behind about nor. 
two hundred Perſons, moſt of them in good Health, and 
well provided with Victuals, and the Natives to all outward 
Appearance, tractable and friendly. But being croſſed b 
Southerly Winds, they were obliged to ſhape their Courſe 
to the Veſtern-Iſlands; where his Lordſhip met with much 
Relief from Oranges and Lemons, a ſovereign Remedy for 
that Diſorder. However he was adviſed, not to hazard 
himſelf back to Virginia yet, but to return to England, for 
the perfect Recovery of his Health, 
THe Council in England were, all this while, ſtill ea- 
er after ſome immediate Prot. Therefore, finding the 
malneſs of the Return by thoſe Ships, which had carried 
the laſt Supply, they entered into ſerious Conſultation, whe= 
ther it were better, to come into a new Contribution, or in 
time to abandon the Country, and give over the Enterpriſe. 
Wherefore, upon the Arrival of Sir Thomas (rates, they 
adjured him to deal plainly with them, and he with a 
ſolemn and ſacred Oath, gave them a full Account of the 
State and Proſpect of Things. And he told them, that all 
Men knew, they lay at the Mercy of politic Princes and 
States; who, for their own proper Utility, deviſed all Me- 
thods to grind their Merchants, and, on any Pretence, to 
confiſcate their Goods, and draw from them all Manner of 
Gain; whereas Virginia, in à few Years, might furniſh 
all their Wants, with Honour and Security. But, by this 
time, ſome of the Adventurers were become ſuſpicious of 
the Treaſurer's Fairneſs in the Carriage and Management 
of the Buſineſs. To which the Lord Delawarr's — 
added a farther Damp and Diſcouragement, and bred ſuch 
a Coldneſs and Irreſolution in many of them, that they en- 
deavoured to withdraw their Payments. Being ſued, ſome 
pleaded in Chancery, upon their Oaths, that the Monies 
were not converted to the Uſe intended, but to private 
Mens Gains; and that no Accounts were kept, or at leaſt 
legally audited and examined. But this was overruled, and 
no ways regarded or believed; and Sir Thomas Smith's In- 
tegrity was then thought ſo unqueſtionable, that ae 
obliged to pay their Sums ſubſcribed. The Lord Delawarr 
alſo, being much pleaſed with the Country, and cordial in 
the Affair, made a publick Oration in the Council; which 
be afterwards publiſhed, to allay their Difcontents, and give 
eatisfaClion to all. And his Lordſhip proteſted himſelf — 
N ing, 
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122 The HisToRY of VIRGINIA. Book III. 
1611. Ting, to venture his whole Fortune upon the Succeſs of the | 
| Ly — Enterpriſe ; and rather than ſo honourable an Action ſhould | 
| Sir Thomas fail, to return immediately in Perſon, if they would but 
Pale, Co- ſecond his Endeavours. 
— econd his En 
Bor before the Arrival of Lord Delawarr in England, 
the Council and Company had diſpatched away Sir 776 
Dale, High Marſhal of Virginia, with three Ships, Men, 
and Cattle, and with all other Proviſions, thought neceſi 
for a Year ; which arrived ſafe, the roth of May, 1611. 
Sir Thomas found the People again falling into their former 
Eſtate of Penury and Want. For they were ſo improvi- 
dent, as not to put Corn into the Ground, but truſted 
wholly to the Store, then furniſhed with only three Months 
Proviſions. His firit Care, therefore, was to employ all 
Hands in planting Corn at the two Forts at Azcquotar ; and 
the Seaſon being then not fully pair, they had an indittcrent 
Crop of good Corn. And having taken Order for this Bu- 
ſineis, and committed the Care of it to his Under-Officers, 
he haſted back to Fames-Town ; where he found molt of the 
Company, at their daily and uſual Work, bowling in the 
Streets, But he ſoon employed them about things more 
neceſſary; as feiling Timber, and 1 pairing their Houſes, 
ready to fall on their Heads. He like wiſe ſet many to pro- 
viding Pales, . Poſts, and Rails, to empale the new Town, 
he purpoſed to build; but being vet unacquainted with the 
Country, he had not refolved, where to ſeat it. He there- 
forc ſpent ſome time, with an hundred Men, in viewing 
the River of Nan ſumand, in Deſpight of the Indians, at that 
time their Enemies. And then he examined 7ames River, 
up to the Falls; and at length pitched upon a Place for his 
new Town, on the Narrow of Farrar's Iſland, in Varina 
Neck, upon a high Land, nearly invironed by the main 
iver. | 
B r he found it no eaſy Matter, to reduce his turbulent 
and ſeditious People to good Order. About this time, Sir 
Thomas Smith ſent over a printed Book of Articles and Laws, 
Chicfly tranſlated from the martial Laws of the Low Coun- 
tries. Theſe were very bloody and ſevere, and no ways 
agreeable to a free People and the Britzþ Conſtitution ; 
neither had they any Sanction or Authority from the Coun- 
cil and Company in England. However, Sir Thomas Dale, 
being ſadly troubled and peſtered with the mutinous Hu- 
mours of the People, cauſed them to be publiſhed, and 
put into Execution with the utmoſt Rigor. And altho' the 
Manner was harſh and unuſual to Engliſhmen, yet had not 
theſe military Laws been fo ſtrictly executed at this time, 
there were little Hopes or Probability of preventing the ut- 
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ter Subverſion of the Colony. For, this Summer, one 1611. 
J/:bb and one Price entered into a Plot againſt the Govern— 
ment; which was, ſoon after, followed by a more dange- 5. "a 
rous Conſpiracy of Jeffrey Abbot. This Abbot had ſerved nr. 
long as a Soldier, both in Ireland and the Netherlands, and 
was here Serjeant of Captain & uith's Company; who de- 
clircs, that he never knew in Virginia, a more able Soldier, 
leſs turbulent, of a better Wit, more hardy and induſtri- 
ous, or. more forward to cut off thoſe, who endeavoured to 
abandon the Country, or wrong the Colony. But from 
what Cauſe ſoever his Diſcontents aroſe, whether he reſent- 
ed his being neglected and unrewarded, and having others 
put over his Head and preferred before him, or whether 
gere was any other Reaſon of his Dſſatisfaction, it is cer- | 
tain, that this Man, who never received any Reward for ö 
his long Services and PDeſerts, now met with an immediate ; 
Puniihment ſor this ſudden and paſiionate Deviation from | 
his Duty. One Cole alſo, and Kiichens, with three more, | 
plotted to run away to the Spaniards, whom they ſuppoſed, 
from ſome wrong Information, to be inhabiting, ſome | 
where within five Days Journey of the Fort. And theſe 4 
Commotions juſtified Sir Thomas Dale's neceſſary Severities, | 
which might otherwiſe have been branded, as many were | 
en ready to do, with being too cruel and tyrannical. 
But however ſalutary fuch ſharp and ſummary Proceedings 
might be at that time, as I find them owned to have been, 
and commended by all Parties ; and however Sir Thomas 
Dale might ſafely be truſted with fo great a Power, a Man 
of much Honour, Wiſdom, and Experience; yet it is cer- 
tain, that theſe Articles were utterly deſtructive of the Ex- 
giihh Freedom and Laws, and gave the Governor ſuch a 
commanding and deſpotick Authority, as is, by no means, 
to be lodged in any Hand, in a Country, that has the leaſt 
Thoughts or Pretenſions to Liberty. 

In the Beginning of Auga/?, Sir Thomas Gates arrived Sir Thomas 
in ſix tall Ships, with three hundred Men, an hundred Cat- Ca, Go- 
tle, two hundred Hogs, and with all Manner of other Mu- . 
nition and Proviſion, that could be thought of, as necdful 
and proper. At his Arrival, Sir Thomas Dal:'s Authority ; 
determined, who, after mutual Salutations, acquainted him | 
with what he had done, and what he intended. And now, 
being eaſed of the Burthen of Government, and more at 
Leiſure, he ſet himſelf heartily about building his Town; 
and Sir Thomas Gates, highly approving the Deſign, fur- 
nithed him with three hundred and fifty Men, ſuch as he 
himſelf made Choice of. He ſet Sail from TJames-Tinon, 
the Beginning of September; and being arrived at the * 
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he environed it with a Paliſade, and in Honour of Prince 


e g Henry, called it Henrico. And then he built a Church, 
ir Tomas 
Gates, Go- 


JET nor. 


and Storehouſes; and at each Corner of the Town, high 
commanding Watch 'I owers. This being accompliſhed, 
he next provided proper and convenient Houſes for himſelf 


and Men, which were finiſhed with all poſſible Speed, to- 


the great Comfort and Satisfaction of his Company and the 
whole Colony, 

THE Ruins of this Town are ſtill plainly to be traced 
and diſtinguiſhed, upon the Land of the late Col. William 
Randolph, of Tuckahoe, juſt without the Entrance into Far- 
rar's Iſland. It lay from River to River, upon a Plain of 
high Land, with very ſteep and inacceſſible Banks, and the 
Neck without, being well empaled, gave it all the Security 
and Conveniency of an Iſland. It had three Streets of well- 
framed Houſes, a handſome Church, and the Foundation 
of another laid, to be built of Brick, beſides Store-houſes, 
Watch-houſes, and other publick Conveniences- Upon the 
Verge of the River Bank, ſtood five Houſes, inhabited by 
the better Sort of People, who kept continual Sentinel for 
the "Town's Security. About two Miles from the Town, 
into the Main, he run 2nother Paliſade, from River to Ri- 
ver, near two Miles in Length, guarded with ſeveral Forts, 


with a large Quantity of Corn-ground empaled and ſuffi- 


ciently ſecured. Beſides theſe Precautions, there may ſtill 
be ſeen, upon the River Bank within the Iſland, the Ruins 
of a great Ditch, now over-grown with large and ſtately 
Trees; which, it may be fuppoſed, was defended with a 
Paliſade, to prevent a Surpriſe on that Side, by croſſing the 
River. And for a ſtill further Security to the Town, he 
intended, but never quite finiſhed, a Palifade on the South 
Side of the River, as a Range for their Hogs ; and he called 
it Hope in Faith and Coxendale, It was about two Miles 
and an half long, and was ſecured by five of their Manner 
of Forts, called Charity Fort, Eliſabeth Fort, Fort Patience, 
and Mount Malady, with a Gueſt Houſe for ſick People, 
upon a high and dry Situation, and in a wholefome Air, in 
the Place, where 7efer/on's Church now ſtands. On the 
ſame Side of the River alſo, Mr. //h:tater, their Preacher, 
choſe to be ſcated; and he empaled a fair Parſonage, with 
an hundred Acres of Land, calling it Rock-hall. 

Ano Ur Chriſtmas, Sir Thomas Dale, to revenge ſome 
Injuries of the Appamattock Indians, aſſaulted and took their 
Town, without the Loſs of a Man. This Town ftood at 
the Mouth of the River, and was accounted but five Miles, 
by Land, from Henrico. And Sir Thomas, conſidering how 
COnvenent it would be to the £xg/h, reſolved to. * 
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0 and ſeat it, and, at the Inſtant, called it Vet- Bermudas. 1617. 
And he annexed, to the belonging Freedom and Corpora 
tion for ever, many Miles of champion and wood-land Sir Thomas 
Ground, in ſeveral Hundreds, by the Names of the Upper _ 88 
and Nether Hundreds, Rochdale, (now called Rockſaale ) y 
Hundred, Shirley Hundred, and Digges's Hundred. At Ber- 

mudas, where was the moſt Corn-ground, he firſt began to 

plant; and with a Pale of two Miles, acroſs from River to 

River, he encloſed and ſecured eight Engl; Miles in Com- 

aſs. Upon this Circuit, there were ſoon built many fair 

Holes, to near the Number of fifty. Rock/dale was alſo 

encloſed with a croſs Paliſade, near four Miles in Length; 

and there were many Houſes, planted along the Pale, within 

which their Hogs and Cattle had twenty Miles Circuit ta 

graze in ſecurely. | 

IT will not be thought, I believe, foreign to the Hiſtory A 

of Virginia, occaſionally to interſperſe ſome Account of | 
the Fortunes of Sir Malter Raligb, our Founder, and the 

firſt Author, to the Engliſh, of ſettling Colonies in America. 

Juſt before the Death of Queen £E#:;zabeth, he received a 
Challenge, upon ſome Quarrel, from Sir Amias Preſton, 

one of E//ex*s Followers, and a Man of the Sword; which 

however was made up, by the Mediation of a certain great 
Nobleman, before it came to the laſt Decifion. But on this 
Occaſion, Sir Walter, like a prudent and affectionate Fa- 

ther of a Family, had conveyed all his landed Eſtate, which 

conſiſted of about three thouſand Pounds a Year, to his 

Wife and Son. This was fortunately a Bar to his Lands 

falling abſolutely to the Crown, upon his Attainder. They 

were only forfeited for his own Life ; and the King, upon 

ſome powerful Interceſſion, reſtored them to him again. 

So that he lived, under his Confinement, with much Ele- 

Fach Neatneſs, and Affluence. For he was naturally a great 

ver of Propriety; and had been, in the Time of his f 

Proſperity, both in his Dreſs and Equipage, one of the moſt f 
ſumptuous and polite Perſons of the Age. And now, being 

cut off from all the active Parts of Life, he indulged and 

| 76 a Looſe to his noble Genius, and natural "Thirſt of 

owledge ; and ſeemed (to uſe Prince Henry's Alluſion) 

a ſinging Bird in a Cage; rather a Philoſopher, than a Cap- 

tive; a Student in a Library, than a Priſoner in the Tower. 

The Reſtraint of his Body was ſo far from damping and 

confining his native Greatneſs of Mind and Sublimity of 

Parts, that it only opened a new Field of Glory to him, 

and rendered him as illuſtrious, in this ſtill and ſedentar 

Scene of Life, as he had before been, in his moſt active and 
@roſpergus Days. But at laft, the Lawyers pretended to 


find 


126 We HISTORY of VIRGINIA. Book III. 
1611. find ſome Flaw in the Conveyance of his Lands; and an In- 
a formation was exhibited againſt him, in the Court of Ex- 
8 chequer. His chief Judge, we are told, was his greateſt 
n Enemy; which, I ſuppoſe, was Sir Edward Che, then 
Lord Chief Juſtice. For that famous Lawyer, notwith- 
ſtanding his vaſt Abilities and Knowledge in the Common 
Law, will be branded to all Futurity, for bawling and rail- 
ing Sir Walter Ralegh out of his Life at his Trial. And 
Wilſon, a contemporary Hiſtorian, tells us, that it was po- 
ularly objected to him, as a Judge; That he made the 
Ke lean too much to his own Opinion, thereby becoming 
a legal Tyrant, and ſtriking, whom he pleafed, with that 
Weapon, whoſe Edge he was able to turn any Way, 
When the Cauſe came to Trial, it was determined againſt 
Sir Walter Ral:gh, only for the Want of one ſingle Word 
in his Anſwer, ſetting forth that Conveyance ; which was 
nevertheleſs an Overſight of the Clerk, and the Word was 
in the original Inſtrument. And thus was he moſt iniqui- 
touſly deprived of his Lands ; and upon Lady Ralegh's paſ- 
fionate Application to the King, ſhe cculd obtain no other 
Anſwer from him, but I mun have the Land, I mun have 
it for Car. It was accordingly conferred upon that Fa- 
vourite, juſt then in his Riſe ; and Sir Valter wrote him a 
Letter upon the Occaſion, which may be ſeen in his Life, 
by Mr. Oldys ; and which may be placed, perhaps, among 
the moſt beautiful, wiſe, and pathetic Compoſitions, that 
ever has appeared of that Kind. So invariable was this 
Monarch in his wrong Judgment of Men and Things, as to 
aggrandize and enrich ſo infignificant a Tool, and one fo 
infamouſly wicked, lewd, and inſufficient, as Car, with the 
Spoils of a Perſon, ſo truly virtucus, great, and able, as 
Sir Walter Ralegh. As if Fortune had conſpired to expoſe 
his Weakneſs, and render his Injuſtice the more conſpicu- 
ous and remarkable, by the Contraſt between the Man, he 
oppreſſed, and the Man, he advanced. However, as ſome 
Retaliation for the Injuſtice and Wrong, his Majeſty after- 
wards gave Lady Ralegh and her Son eight Thouſand Pounds 

for the Eſtate. 
alles CAPTAIN Matthew Somers and his Company, at their 
Return to England with Sir George's Body, had made very 
advantageous Relations of Bermudas. But theſe were little 
credited at firſt, and looked upon, as mere Traveller's 
Tales; till ſome of the Virginia Company apprehended, 
that a Settlement there might be very beneficial and helpful 
to the Plantation in Virginia. But as by their former Let- 
ters-patent, they were only entitled to the Iſlands within an 


hundred Miles of their Coaſt, and as Bermudas lay much 


bey ond 


a wa wii FA «ww. 15 wt _ ty 2. 


Aa «a VC £Aas: © 8( a #dc- ws 


AMS a. a - ME. as. a 


Book III. The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. 127 
beyond that Diſtance, they procured a new Charter from 612. 
his Majeſty, Lyon, Date March 12, 1611-12. This 
ted them all the Iſlands in the Ocean Seas, within three = _ 

hundred Leagues of the Coaſt, between the one and fortieth j 
and thirtieth Degrees of Northerly Latitude. It alſo gave 
them a Power, to ſet up Lotteries; to ſue for the Monies 
ſubſcribed, requiring the Judges, to favour and further the 
aid Suits, ſo far forth, as Law and Equity would, in any 
wiſe, further and permit; together with other ample Privi- 
leges and Authorities, as may be more fully ſeen in the 
Charter at large, printed in the Appendix. But the Vir- 
ginia Company ſold theſe Iſlands to about an hundred and 
twenty of their own Merabers, who were erected into a 
diſtinct Society and Body Corporate, by the Name of the 
Samer-Iſlands Company. Sir Thomas Smith was elected 
their 'T reaſurer, or Governor, in England; and ſome time 
this Year 1612, Mr. Richard More was ſent Governor of 
the Country, with ſixty Men, to make a Settlement and 
Plantation. They found the three Men, before ſpoken of, 
luſty and well. "They were very comfortably ſeated, and 
plentifully ſtored with divers Sorts of excellent Proviſions. 
But under Colour, that they were fitted out, at the Char ; 
and in the Service of the Company, theſe three poor Men 
were proſecuted, tormented, and threatned by the» Gover- 
nor, in the Company's Name, till they were entirely de- 
prived of their great Treaſure of Ambergreaſe. However 
a great Part was embezzled by Captain Davies and Mr. 
Edwin Kendal, to whom they committed it, during the 
Squabble and Contention. So that not above a Third came 
into the Hands of the Company ; for which, we are told, 
they afterwards compounded with the Finders, and made 
them a juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction. 12 

In the Beginning of the ſame Year, two Ships arrived 
in Virginia, with a Supply of Proviſions and fourſcore Men. 
But theſe Proviſions according to Cuſtom, were very ſcanty 
and inſufficient ; and therefore Captain Argall, who com- 
manded one of the Ships, having recreated and refreſhed his 
Company, was ſent to Patowrmack River, to trade for Cori. 
For the Indiant about Fames-Town were in a tickliſh State, 
and little to be depended upon; being Friends or Foes, ac- 
cording as they found Advantage and Opportunity. Captain 
Argall ſoon entered into a great Acquaintance and Friend- 
ſhip r ee King of Patowmack, an old Friend to 
Captain Smith, and ſo to the whole Engliſb Nation, ever 
ſince the firſt Diſcovery of the Country. Hard by Patow- 
mack, Pocahontas lay concealed, thinking herſelf ſafe, and 
unknown to all but truſty Friends, What ws the Reaſon 
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her Importunity, till ſhe wept. But at laſt he told her, if 
Pocahontas would go with Her, he was content. And 
thus, taking Advantage of her Good-nature and obliging 
Temper, they betrayed this innocent Creature aboard 
where they were all kindly received and entertained in the 
Cabbin, The Captain, when he ſaw his Time, decoy'd 
Pocahontas into the Gun Room ; only to conceal from her, 
that Japazatus was any way guilty of her Captivity. When 
he had received his Reward, the Captain ſent for w againz 
and told her, ſhe muſt go with him, and be the Means and 


- Inſtrument of Peace, between her Country and the Engliþs 


At this, the old Traitor and his Wife began to howl and 
cry, as much as Pocahontas; who, by the Captain's fair 
Promiſes and Perſuaſions, pacihed herſelf, by degrees. And 
ſo Tapazaws and his Wife, with their Kettle and other 
Baubles, went joyfully aſhore, and ſhe to James-Toun; 
where, altho' a frequent Viſitant before, and often a kind 
Support and Preſerver of the Colony, ſhe had never been 
*till now, ſince Captain Smith left the Country. 

A Meflenger was immediately diſpatched to her Father 
that he muſt ranſom his Daughter Pocahontas; whom he 
loved ſo dearly, with the Men, Guns, and Tools of the 
Engliſh, which he had treacherouſly ſtolen and ſurpriſed: 
"This unwelcome News much troubled Powhatan, becauſe 
he loved both his Daughter and their Commodities well; 


and it threw him into ſuch Perplexity, that it was three 


Months, before he returned any Anſwer. Then he ſent 
back ſeven of the Engl;/h, with each an unſerviceable 
Muſket ; and ſent Word, that when they ſhould deliver his 
Daughter, he would make full Satisfaction for all Injuries 
and give them five hundred Buſhels of Corn, and would bs 
their Friend for ever. But the Engliſh anſwered ; That 
his Daughter ſhould be wel} uſed ; but that they could not 


believe, the eſt of their Arms were cither loſt, or 22 
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from him; and that therefore, they would keep his Daugh- 1612. 
ter, till he had ſent them all back. But this Anſwer diſ- — 
ed him ſo much, that they heard no more from him, 8 , 

for a long time atter. venting ih 
Ar laſt, in the Beginning of the next Year, Sir Thomas 1613. 

Dale took Pocahontas with him, and went in Captain Ar- 

galls Ship, with ſome other Veſſels belonging to the Colo- 

ny, up into his own River, to his chief Habitation at Ve- 

reowocomeco, with a Party of an hundred and fifty Men, 

well appointed. Powhatan did not appear ; and although 

the Engliſh told them, their Buſineſs was to deliver up their 

Emperor's Daughter, upon Reſtitution of the reſt of their 

Men and Arms, yet were they received with many ſcorn- 

ful Bravades and Threats. They told them, if they came 

to fight, they were welcome ; but adviſed them, as the 

loved their Lives, to retire ; or elſe they would treat them, 

as they had done Captain Ratcliffe, But after ſome ſmall 

Skirmiſhes, and conſiderable Damage done the Indians, by 

burning their Houſes, and ſpoiling all, they could find, a 

Peace was patched up. They immediately ſent Meſſengers 

to Powhatan ; and they told the Engliſh, that there Men 

were run off, for fear they ſhould hang them ; but that 

Powhatan's Men were run after, to bring them back ; and 

that their Swords and Muſkets ſhould be brought, the next 

Day. But the Engli/h, perceiving, that this was all Col- 

luſion, only to delay the Time, till they could carry off 

their Goods and Proviſions, told them, that they ſhould 


| have a Truce, till the next Day at Noon; but then, if they 


had not a direct Anſwer to their Demands, or found them 
inclinable to fight, they ſhould know, when the Engliſh 
would begin, by the Sound of their Drums and Trumpets. 
Upon Confidence of this Truce, two of Powhatan's Sons 
came on board the Ship, to ſce their Siſter ; on whoſe Sight, 
finding her well, although they had heard the contrary, they 
greatly rejoiced ; and they promiſed to perſuade their Father 
to redeem her, and for ever be Friends with the Engliſb. 
Hereupon Mr. John Rulfe and Mr. Sparks were cnt to 
Powhatan, to acquaint him with the Buſineſs. They were 
kindly received and entertained, but not admitted into the 
Preſence of the Emperor. They only ſpoke with Opechan- 
canough, who promiſed to do his utmoſt with his Brother, 
to incline him to Peace and Friendſhip. But it now being 
April, and Time to prepare their Ground, and ſet their 
Corn, they returned to Fames-Town, without doing any 

thing more in the Affair. 
Lo xo before this, Mr. John Rolfe, a worthy young 
Gentleman, and of good Behaviour, had been in Love with 
* Pocahontas, 
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1613. Pocahontas, and ſhe with him. And at this time, he made 
the thing known' to Sir Thomas Dale, through Mr. Rat 
Sir Th-n:s Hamer, and wrote him a Letter, entreating his Advice ; 
"Gates Go- and ſhe likewiſe acquainted her Brother with it. Sir The. 
A mas Dale highly approved of it; and the Report of thi 
Marriage ſoon coming to the Knowledge of Powhatan, it 
was found a thing acceptable to him, by his ſudden Con- 
ſent. For within ten Days, he ſent Opachiſco, an old Un- 
cle of hers, and two of his Sons, to ſee the Manner of the 
Marriage, and to do in that Behalf, what they were re- 
uired, for the Confirmation of it, as his Deputies. It was 
therefore ſolemniſed in the Beginning of April 1613 ; and 
ever after, they had friendly Trade and Commerce, as wel 

with Powhatan himſelf, as with all his Subjects. 

Tu Chickahominies were a ſtout, daring, and free Peo- 
ple. They had no Werowance, or ſingle Ruler, but were 
governed in a Republican Form, by their Elders. Theſe 
were their Prieſts, and ſome of the wiſeſt of their old Men, 
as Aſſiſtants to them. In Conſequence of theſe Principles 
of Government, they took all Opportunities of ſhaking of 
Powhatan's Yoke, whom they looked upon and hated, 2 
a Tyrant. And therefore, they had taken Advantage of 
theſe. late Times of Hoſtility and Danger as well to the 
Indians, as to the Engliſb, to aſſert their [Liberty But now, 
ſeeing Powhatan ſo cloſely linked with the Engliſh, both 
in Affinity and Friendſhip, they were in great Concern and 
Dread, left he ſhould bring them again to his SubjeCtion 
To prevent which, they ſent Ambaſſadors to Sir Tn 
Dale; excuſing all former Injuries, and promiſing ever after 
to be King James's faithful Subjects: That they would re- 
linquiſh the Name of Chickahominies, and be called Taſſar- 
1 le, or Engliſhmen, and that Sir Thomas Dale ſhould be 
their Governor, as the King's Deputy. Only they defired 
to be governed by their own Laws, under their eight Elders 
as his Subſtitutes. Str Thomas Dale, hoping for ſome Ad- 
vantage from this, willingly accepted their Offer. At the 
Day appointed, with Captain Argall and fifty Men, he went 
to Chickahominy ; where he found the People aſſembled, ex- 
pecting his Coming. They treated him kindly ; and the 
next Morning, having held a Council, the Peace was con- 

* cluded on theſe Conditions: 


I. THAT they ſhould for ever be called Engliſpmen, and 
be true Subjects to King James and his Deputies : 
Il. Tur they ſhould neither kill, nor detain. any of 
the Engliſh, or of their Cattle, but ſhould bring them 
ome : «.-;. 
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III. Tur they ſhould be always ready, to furniſh the 
Engliſpb with three hundred Men, againſt the Spaniards, or 
any other Enemy : 

iv. THAT they ſhould not enter any of the Engl; 
Towns, before ſending in Word, that they were new En- 
gli ſhmen . 

V. THAT every fighting Man, at gathering their Corn, 
ſhould bring two Buſhels to the Store, as a Tribute ; for 
which he ſhould receive as many Hatchets : op 

VI. THAT the eight chief Men ſhould ſee all this per- 
formed, or receive the Puniſhment themſelves; and for 
their Diligence, they ſhould have a red Coat, a Copper 
Chain, and King fo 
Nobleman. 
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THESE Articles were joyfully aflented to and ratified, 
by a great Shout and Acclamation ; and one of their Elders 


mes's Picture, and be accounted his 
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began an Oration, addreſſing his Speech, firſt to the old 
0 Men, then to the Voung, and then to the Women and 
f Children, to make them underſtand, how ſtrictly they were 
s obſerve theſe Conditions, and that then the Engi would 
defend them from the F ury of Powhatan, or any other E- 
be nemy whatſoever. And thus was their Liberty once more 
"' {Wſecured ; which indeed had its uſual good Effects, even a- 
th mong theſe wild and ſavage Nations. For altho' Chicka- 
nd bmiiny is far from being famous for good Land, get we are 
Witold, that they had the largeſt Fields, and moſt plentiful 


ICrops of Corn, and the greateſt Abundance of all other 


= Proviſions and Neceſſaries, of any People then in the Coun- 
ry. Such a happy Influence had Liberty, and ſuch viſible 
70 Incitement did firm day give to the Induſtry of even 
by that lazy and improvident People. 


Ax p now the Engliſh began to find the Miſtake of for- 
y bidding and preventing private Property. For whilſt they 
bo all laboured jointly together, and were fed out of the com- 
i mon Store, happy was he, that could ſlip from his Labour, 


ent Wor llubber over his Work in any Manner. Neither had 
4 they any Concern about the Increaſe; preſuming, however 
4 the Crop proſpered, that the publick Store mult ſtill main- 


tain them. Even the moſt honeſt and induſtrious would 
ſcarcely take ſo much true Pains in a Week, as they would 
bY have done for themſelves in àa Day. The five Years alfo, 
preſcribed in his Majefty's Inſtructions under the privy Seal, 

of br trading all together in common Stocks, an bringing the 
Tu hole Fruit of their Labours into common Store-houſes, 
were tiow expired. Therefore, to prevent this Inconveni- 
e and bad Conſequence, Sir Themas Dale allotted each 
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Man three Acres of cleared Ground, in the Nature «f 


2 Farms, They were to work eleven Months for the Store, 
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and had two Buchel of Corn from thence; and only had 
one Month allowed them, to make the reſt of their Pro- 
viſions. This was certainly very hard and pinching ; but 
his new and favourite Settlement at Bermudas Hundred had 
better Conditions. For one Month's Labour, which muſt 
neither be in Seed-time nor Harveſt, they were exempted 
from all further Service ; and for this Exemption they only 
paid two Barrcls and a half of Corn, as a Yearly Tribute 
to the Store. However, the Proſpect of theſe Farmers La- 
bours gave the Colony much Content; and they were ng 
longer in Fear of wanting, either for themſelves, or to en- 
tertain their new Supplies. | 

SIR Thomas Dale had been very active and induſtriou 
in ranging about and viewing the Country, and was vaſth 
delighted with its Pleaſantneſs and Fertility. Being there. 
fore much vexed and concerned, to find the Poſleſſion d 
ſo noble a Territory ſet ſo light by at home, as even ſome- 
times to be debated, whether it ſhould be farther proſeci- 
ted, or entirely abandoned, he wrote a Letter to Sir Th» 
mas Smith, the Treaſurer z wherein he aſſures them al, 
and prays them to remember it, that if they ſhould git 
over the Enterpriſe, and loſe the Country, they would, un 
their great Wiſdom, commit an Error of ſuch Prejudice 
and Damage to England, as had never happened to it, ſince 
the Loſs of the Kingdom of France. He defires them not 
to be gulled and deceived, by the clamorous Reports of bak 
People, but to believe Caleb and Jaſbua. And if the Gloy 
of God, and the Converſion of thoſe poor Infidels, had no 
Influence on the rich Mammons of the Earth; yet he ad 
viſes them to follow the Dictates of their own Avarice, and 
only to conſult their proper Intereſt and Advantage. For 
he proteſts on the Faith of an honeſt Man, that the more 
he ranged and ſaw of the Country, the more he admired 
it; and that having ſeen the beſt Parts of Europe, yet he 
declares, with a ſolemn Aſſeveration, that put them all to- 
gether, he thought, this Country would be equivalent to 
them, if it were once well cultivated, and ſeated with good 
and induſtrious People. e 

EARLY in the next Year, Sir Thomas Gates returned to 
England, and left the Government again to Sir Thomas 
Dale. Underſtanding, that there was a Colony of French, 
in the Northern Part of Virginia, about the Latitude d 
45, he ſent Captain Argall thither, to Port Reyal and &. 
Croix, two Towns, lying on each Side of the Bay of Fur. 
di, ui Acadia. Finding the French diſperſed * "Y 
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Woods, he ſurpriſed their Ship and Bark, lately arrived 


133 


1614. 


from France. In them was much good Apparel, with other — 


Furniture and Proviſion, which he brought to Fames-Torwn ; = THR 


but the Men eſcaped, and lived among the [»4:ans of thoſe 
Countries. The Pretence for this Depredation on the 
French, was founded on their Right of firſt Diſcovery ; 
and therefore the Engliſh, in Imitation of the Spaniards, 
hid Claim to the whole Continent, altho' they really poſ- 
ſeſſed, and had ſeated ſo ſmall a Part of it. But it is cer- 
tzin, that we were, at that time, in profound Peace, not 
only with France, but the whole World. In his Return, 
Captain Argall likewiſe viſited the Dutch Settlement, on 
Hudſon's River; and he alledged, that Captain Hudſon, the 
firſt Diſcoverer, under whoſe Sale they claimed that Coun- 
try, being an Engliſhman, and licenſed to diſcover thoſe 
Northern Parts, by the King of England, could not alienate 
that, which was only a Part of Virginia, from the Englih 
Crown. He therefore demanded the Poſſeſſion; and the 
Dutch Governor, being unable to reſiſt, peaceably ſubmit- 
ted both himſelf and his Colony, to the King of England, 
and to the Governor of Virginia under him. Soon after, 
a new Governor arrived from Amfterdam, better provided. 
Under Colour of their Right of Purchaſe, and becauſe the 
Country lay void and unoccupied, and conſequently open 
to the firſt oſſeſſor, he not only refuſed to pay the Tribute 
and Acknowledgement, which had been agreed upon, but 
alſo began to fortify, and put himſelf into a Poſture of De- 

* of the Engliſh, being either wholly 
waved for the preſent, or but feintly purſucd, they, this 
fame Year, made a firm Settlement, which ſoon became 
very flouriſhing and populous. But Complaint being made, 
ſome Years after, to King Charles I. and by him repreſent- 
ed to the States of Holland, they declared, by a publick 
Inſtrument, that they were no ways concerned in it, but 
that it was a private Undertaking of the ///t-India Com- 
pany of Amſterdam ; and ſo referred it wholly to his Ma- 
jeſty's Pleaſure. 

Mr, Ralph Hamer, who was afterwards one of our 
Council, and to whoſe Relation we arc indebted for this 
Part of the Hiſtory of Virginia, having reſided ſome Years 
here, ever ſince the great Supply 1609, and being now a» 

to return to England, was very defirous to viſit Pow- 
hatan and his Court, and to be able, when he went home, 


to ſp!ak ſomething of his own Knowledge, Sir Themas 


Dale alſo thought it adviſeable, to have ſome further Pledge 
of Powhatan's Friendſhip, beſides Pocahontas. It was there» 
fore reſolved, to fend this Genticman, as his Ambaſſador, 


K 3 ty 


Vel nur * 


— — 
— e «—ͤw;X, . ee —˙ w mm- 


The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. Book III. 


to demand his other Daughter. Wherefore, Mr. Hamer, 
taking Thomas Savage for his Interpreter, and two Indian 
for his Guides, went off in the Morning from Bermudas, 
(Sir Thomas Dale's favourite Seat, and chief Place of Re- 
ſidence) and arrived the next Evening at Matchot. This 
was a Scat of the King's, where he then was, a few Miles 
higher up Jr River, than Merouecomoco. Powhatan 
knew the Boy, Thomas Savage, well, whom Newport had 
preſented to him, in the Year 1607 ; and he ſaid to him: 
Ay Child, you were my Bey, and I gave you-Leave, four 
Years ago, to go and ſee your Friends; but I have never ſeen 
nor heard of you, nor my own Man Namontack ſince, alths 
many Ships have gone and returned. Then turning to Mr, 
Haier, he demanded the Chain of Pearl, which he ſent to 
Sir Th:mas Dale, when the Peace was concluded; and 
which was to be a Token between them, whenever Sit 
Thomas ſent a Meſſenger to him; otherwiſe, he was to 
bind him, and ſend him hack, as a Deſerter. It was true, 
there was ſuch an Agreement; and Sir Thomas Dale had 
ordered his Page to deliver the Chain to Mr. Hamer, but 
the Page either neglected or forgot it. Mr. Hamer there- 
fore replied, that he knew not of any ſuch Order; and if 
there was ſuch a Token, it was only intended, when vir 
Thomas, upon the ſudden, ſhould ſend an Engliſh Meſlen- 
ger, without an Indian Guide, But if his own People 
ſhould conduct the Meſſenger, which was the Caſe at pre- 
ſent, that was a ſufficient Teſtimony and Credential. With 
this Anſwer Petobatan was ſatisfied, and conducted them 
to his Houſe, where a Guard of two hundred Bowmen at- 
tended. Fiiſt he offered Mr. Hamer a Pipe of Tobacco, 
and then aſked aſter his Brother, Sir Thomas Dale's Health; 
and how his Daughter, and unknown Son, lived and liked. 
And being told, that his Brother was well ; and that his 
Daughter was ſo delighted with her Condition, that ſhe 
would not, upon any Account, return and live again 
with him, he laughed heartily, and ſeemed much pleaſed 
to hear it. | 
AFTER that, he demanded of Mr. Hamer his Buſineſs; 
who telling him, that it was private, he inſtantly com- 
manded all out of the Houſe, except his two Queens, that 
always fat by him, and then bad him ſpeak on. Mr. Ha- 
dier firſt preſented him with ſeveral Toys, ſent by Sir The- 
mas Dale; and then he told him, that his Brother Dale, 
having heard of the Fame of his youngeſt Daughter, in- 
tended to marry her to ſome worthy Englih Gentleman, 
which would be highly pleaſing and agreeable to her Siſter, 
who was very deſirous to ſce her, and to have her wh 
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Love, that he would ſend her to him. For ſince they were 


Union, nor ſtronger Aſſurance of Love and Friendſhip, 
than ſuch a natural Band of Intermarriage and Alliance. 
Powhatan, who often interrupted him, and betrayed many 
Signs of Uncaſineſs, the whole Time, he was ſpeaking, 
immediately returned this Anſwer, with much Seriouſncls 
and Gravity. 

I gladly accept my Brother's Salute of Love and Peace 
which, whilſt I live, I will puuctually and exactly keep, J 
likewiſe recerve his Preſents, as Pleages thereof, with na leſs 
Thankfulneſs. But as to my Daughter, I 70 her, 4 few 
Days ſince, to a great Werowance, for two Bujhels of Roan» 
che. Mr. Hamer told him, that the Roanoke was but a 
Trifle to ſo great a Prince; and by returning it, he might 
recall her, and gratify his Brother. And he further aſſured 
him, beſides ſtrengthening the ſtrict Band of Peace and 
Friendſhip between them, that he ſhould have three times 
the Worth of the Roanoke for her, in Beads, Copper, and 
other Commodities. This extorted the Truth from him; 
and he ingenuouſly confeſſed, that the Reaſon of his Refu- 
fal, was the Love he bore his Daughter. Altho' he had 
many Children, yet he delighted in none, he ſaid, ſo much 
as her; and he could not poſlibly live without often ſeeing 
her; which he could not do, it ſhe lived among the En- 
gliſh. For he had determined, upon no Terms, to put 
himſelf into their Hands, or come among them. He there- 
fore deſired him, to urge him no farther upon the Subject, 
but to return his Brother this Anſwer : That he held it not 
a brotherly Part, to endeavour to bereave him of his two dar- 
ling Children at once © 200% for his Part, he deſired no far- 
ther Aſſurance of his Friendſhip, than the Promiſe, he had 
given : and, That from him,. Sir Thomas already had a 
Pledge, one of his Daughters, which, as long as fhe lived, 
would be ſufficient ; but if ſhe ſhould happen to die, he pro- 
miſed to give another. And further, ſays he, tell him, alths* 
be had na Pledge at all, yet he need not diſtruſt any Injury 
from me or my People. There hath been enough of Blond and 
Mar. Too many have been ſlain already, on buth Sides; and, 
2 my Occaſion, there ſhall never be more. I, who have 

ower to perform it, have ſaid it, I am now grown old, and 
would gladly end my Days in Peace and Duictneſs ; and al- 
10% I ſhould have juſt Cauſe of Reſentinent, yet my Country is 
large enough, and I can ge from you, Aud this Anſwer, 4 
#epe, will ſatisfy my . 
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her; and that therefore, he deſired, as a Teſtimony of his 1614. 


now become one People, and defigned to dwell together in 5½ G. 


the ſame Country, he conceived, there could be no firmer e. 


1614. 


hace: eat an Engliſhman, who had been taken, three Years before, 


Dale Gue 
Vernor. 
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WailsT Mr. Hamer ſtaid here, by Chance their came 


at Fort Henry, on the Mouth of Hampton River. He was 
grown ſo like an Indian, both in Complexion and Habit, 
that he could be diſtinguiſhed from them by nothing but his 
Language. He begged of Mr. Hamer, to procure his Li. 
berty ; which, with much Difficulty, he did. And now 
being about to return, Powhatan deſired him, to put his 
Brother Dale in Mind, to ſend him ſeveral Toys and Tools; 
which, leſt he ſhould forget, he made him write them down, 
in a Table-Book, that he had. However he got it, it was 
a very fair one; and Mr. Hamer deſired, he would give it 
to him. But he told him, he could not part with it : For 
it did him much Good, in ſhewing to Strangers. After 
which, having furniſhed them well with Proviſions, he dif- 
miſſed them; giving each a Buckſkin, extremely well dref- 
ſed, and ſending two more, to his Son and Daughter. 
ALL this while, Sir Thomas Dale, Mr. Whitaker, Mi- 
niſter of Bermuda- Hundred, and Mr. Rolfe, her Huſband, 
were very careful and aſſiduous, in inſtructing Pocahontas 
in the Chriſtian Religion; and ſhe, on her Part, expreſſed 
an cager Deſire, and ſhewed great Capacity in learning, 
After the had been tutored for ſome time, ſhe openly re- 
nounced the Idolatry of her Country, confeſſed the Faith of 


| Chriſt, and was baptized by the Name of Rebecca. But her 


he then firſt called the Country New-England. This 


real Name, it ſeems, was originally Matoax ; which the In- 
dians carefully concealed from the Engliſh, and changed it to 
Pocahontas, out of a ſuperſtitious Fear, leſt they, by the 
Knowledge of her true Name, ſhould be enabled to do her 
ſome Hurt. She was the firſt Chriſtian Indian in theſe Parts, 
and perhaps the ſincereſt and moſt worthy, that has ever 
been ſince. And now the had no Manner of Deſire, to re- 
turn to her Father; neither could ſhe well endure the brutiſh 
Manners, or Society, of her own Nation. Her Affection 
to her Huſband was extremely conſtant and true z and he, 
on the other Hand, underwent great Torment and Pain, out 
of his violent Paſſion, and tender Sollicitude for her. 
WurilsT theſe things were tranſacting in Virginia, 
Captain Smith's reſtleſs and enterpriſing Genius could not 
brook a Life of Indolence and Inactivity at home. He there- 
fore undertook a Voyage for ſome Merchants, to that Part 
of Virginia, which had been diſcoyered by Captain Gofnold, 
in the Year 1602. Having made an advantageous Voyage 
for his Owners, and taken an exact Chart of the Coaſt, 


Name was afterwards confirmed and eſtabliſhed: by Prince 
Charles, who likewiſe, at Captain Smith's has © gave 
| amcs 
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Cape Cod as far as the Bay of Fundi. It was reſolved, to — 
ſettle the Country immediately, under the Conduct of Cap- 5 * 
tain Smith; who was graced with the empty Title of Ad- An, O 


miral of Neu- England. But he meeting with many croſs 
Accidents the next Vear, and being at laſt taken by a French 
Rover, the Project became abortive; and it was the Vear 
1620, before any Settlement was made there. 

THis Year alſo, Sir Walter Ralegh firſt publiſhed his 
Hiſtory of the World ; which was received with all due 
Applauſe and Admiration by the Publick, but gave Um- 
brage, we are told, to the King. Some Authors have in- 
ſinuated, that that Royal Pedant was piqued, as an Author, 
and jealous of him in that Capacity. As if it would ever 
come into any Man's Head, to put that admirable Work 
in the Ballance with his old-wifiſh Garrulities ; which are 
now only to be found in the Collections of the Curious, as 
a comic and ridiculous Entertainment, and a proper Sub- 
ject for Laughter and Contempt. Others ſay, that he was 
ſcandalized at the Freedom, which Sir Walter Ralegb had 
taken with ſome dead Princes, and particularly with Henry 
VIII ; thinking it perhaps an unpardonable Infolence, and a 
Kind of Blaſphemy, that any, below a Crowned Head, 
ſhould dare to cenſure their Actions. Whilſt others tell us, 
that, through the miſchievous Inſinuations of ſome Syco- 
x about him, he ſuſpected, that it contained an artful 

xpoſure of himſelf and Miniſtry. And thus, truly, as Mr. 
Oldys obſerves, the General Hiſtory of the World was turn- 
ed into a ſecret Hiſtory, or oblique Satire, upon his Court; 
and Scotch Faces were to be ſeen in it, ſtuck upon old Few- 
iſh, Babylmian, or Aſſyrian Shoulders. Altho', as it is re- 
marked by another Author, he might eaſily be led to fancy, 
he ſaw in the Face of Ninias, the Son of Semiramis, his 
own Features, as Succeſſor to the Britiſh Semiramis; and 
that his particular Injuſtice, to the Writer, was well repre- 
ſented and cenſured, in the Story of Ahab's taking away 
Naboth's Vineyard. But from whatever Cauſe his Offence 
aroſe, I thought, it would not be unexceptable to the Rea- 
der, to make this ſhort Digreſſion, to the Honour of that 
immortal Work. For next to the Praiſe and Approbation 
of the Wiſe, it hath been ever efteemed a ſecondary Honour 
to an Author, to be carped at, by the fooliſh Cavils, and 
vain Exceptions, of thoſe of a contrary Character. 

In Fune, Captain Argall ſet Sail for England, and gave 
an Account of the quiet and flouriſhing State of the Colony ; 
which Report was ſtrengthened by the Teſtimony of Sir 
Thomas Gates, who had returned from Virginia, the e wet 

before. 
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before. To back this Succeſs with all Expedition, the 
Council and Company reſolved, that the great Virginia 
Lottery ſhould be drawn, with all convenient Speed ; which 
was accordingly done, the following Year 1615. he 
ſame Year, a Hani Ship was ſeen to beat to and fro, off 
Point Comfort; and at laſt, ſhe ſent a Boat aſhore, for a Pilot. 
Captain Dawes, the Governor of the Fort, readily granted 
one, and ſent Mr. Jahn Clarke ; who was no ſooner on 
board, but they ſet Sail, and carried him off to Spain. He 
was there ſtrongly ſollicited, to become their Inſtrument 
and Pilot, to betray the Colony. But he bravely and ho- 
neſtly reſiſted all their Temptations ; and was, therefore, 
obliged to undergo a long Captivity. At laſt, after four 
Years Impriſonment, he was, with much Suit, returned to 
England, But the Spaniſh Ship, by ſome Accident, left 
three of her own Men behind ; who were immediately 
ſeized, and ſtrictly examined. "They ſaid, that having loſt 
their Admiral, they were forced into theſe Parts; and that 
two of them were Captains, and in chief Authority in the 
Fleet. But ſometime after, one was diſcovered to be an 
Engliſhman ; who had been a Pilot in the Spanih Armada, 
in the grand Expedition againſt England, in the Year 1588, 
And not content with this Perfidy and Baſeneſs to his Coun- 


try, he began here to plot, and perſuaded ſome Malecon- 


tents, to join with him, in running away with a ſmall Bark. 
But they were apprehended, and ſome of them executed; 
and he, now lying at Mercy, readily confeſſed, that there 
were two or three Spaniſh Ships at Sea, fent purpoſely to 


' diſcover the State of the Colony. But he ſaid, their Com- 


1616. 


miſhon was not to be opened, *till they arrived in the Bay; 
ſo that, of any thing further he was utterly ignorant. One 
of the Spaniards died here, and the other was ſent to En- 
gland. But this Renegado was hanged at Sea, by Sir Thomas 
Dale, in his Voyage homeward. 

For Sir Thomas Dale had now been five Years in the 


country; and he had been, for ſome time patt, kept here, 

George 
Yeardley, 
Governor. 


and ſupported under a longing Deſire to viſit his own Affairs 
and Family, by a juſt Senſe of his Duty to God and his 
Country, and out of Compaſſion to the poor Creatures com- 
mitted to his Charge. But now the Country being in per- 
fe& Peace, and having ſettled all things in good Order, 
and made Choice of Mr. George Yeardley, to be Deputy- 
Governor in his Abſence, he embarked for England, with 
Pecahontas and Mr. Rolfe her Huſband ; and carrying with 
them ſeveral young Indians of both Sexes, they all arrived 
ſafe at Plimouth, the 12th of June, 1616. But at the time 
of his Daughter's Departure, Powhatan had withdzawh 
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himſelf to the King of Moy-umps, on Patowmack River; 1616. 
out of Fear, as it was ſuppoſed, of Opechancanough. For 
he was then a Man very gracious and popular, both with . = 
the Indians and the Engliſh ; and as Opitchapan, the ſecond 
Brother, was lame and decrepit, he was thought to look 
upon Powhatan, a Perſon of equal Ambition and Capacity 
for Government, as the only Obſtacle to his aſpiring Hopes 
and Deſigns. And therefore, Powhatan ſuſpected at this 
time, that he had entered into a Conſpiracy with the En- 
gliſh, to betray him into their Hands; a Cafe, which he 
had ever dreaded, and which, he had therefore turned the 
whole Force of his Politicks, to prevent and avoid. 

THis worthy and honourable Knight, Sir Thomas Dale, 
who may juſtly be ranked among the firſt and beſt of our 
Governors, had, by his ſingular Vigor and Induſtry, and 
by his Judgment and Conduct of the Affairs of the Colony, 
put things into ſuch an eaſy and proſperous Condition, that, 
from this Time, an Alteration was made, in the Right of 
Adventure for Land. For before this, every one, that had 
adventured his own Perſon, or had ſent, or brought others 
over, at his own Expence, was entitled to an hundred A- 
cres of Land, perſonal Adventure, for each; which was 
the utmoſt that could be granted in any ſingle Share, by 
the King's Letters patent, and which arg called, in the 
Company's Journals, and other old Records, Great Shares, 
or Shares of old Adventure. But now it was thought, all 
Difficulties were fo far overcome, and the Country ſettled 
in ſuch a Way of ſubſiſting and flouriſhing, that, hence- 
forward, fifty Acres only were allowed to thoſe, who came, 
or brought others over. This is the ancient, legal, and a 
moſt indubitable Method of granting Lands in Virginia, and 
was intended for a great and uſeful End, the encouraging 
People, to come themſelves, and to bring or ſend others 
over, to inhabit the Country; and that they might, imme- 
diately upon their Arrival, have a Place, whereon to ſeat 
themſelves and Families. And I likewiſe fhnd, in the old 
Records, that upon peopling and ſaving theſe hundred, or 
fifty Acres (the Terms of which I can no where find) they 
were entitled to the like Quantity more, to be held, and 
ſeated at their Leiſure. But beſides this, there were two 
other Methods of granting Lands. The one was upon Me- 
rit: When any Perſon had conferred a Benefit, or done 
Service, to the Company or Colony, they would beſtow 
ſuch a Proportion of Land upon him. However, to pre- 
vent Exceſs in this Particular, they were reſtrained, .by his 
Majeſty's Letters patent, not to exceed twenty great Shares, 
or two thouſand Acres, in any of thelc Grants. "The other 
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1616. was called the Adventure of the Purſe; every Perſon, who 

—— paid twelve Pounds ten Shillings into the Company's Trea- 

Georze ſury, having thereby a Title to an hundred Acres of Land, 

= any where in Virginia, that had not been before granted to, 
or 3 by others. 

IR Thomas Dale, among the many Praifes, juſtly due 
to his Adminiſtration, had bcen particularly careful of the 
Supplies of Life ; and had, accordingly, always cauſed fo 
much Corn to be planted, that the Colony lived in great 
Plenty and Abundance. Nay, whereas they had former] 
been conſtrained, to buy Corn of the Indians Yearly, which 
expoſed them to much Scorn and Difficulty, the Caſe was 
ſo much altered under his Management, that the Indians 
ſometimes applied to the Exgliſb, and would ſell the very 
Skins from their Shoulders for Corn. And to ſome of their 
petty Kings, Sir Thomas lent four or five hundred Buſſiels; 
for Repayment whereof the next Year, he took a Mort- 
gage of their whole Countries. But as the Cultivation of 
Tobacco began to creep in, and to obſtruct their Crops of 
Corn, he made a Law, that no Tobacco ſhould be ſet, 
*till ſuch a Proportion of Corn-Ground, for the Maſter and 
each Servant, had been firſt prepared and planted. And 
this was the firſt Beginning and Effay, towards makin 

Tobacco here, which hath ever ſince continued the Staple- 
Commodity of our Country. But after his Departure, both 
his Law and his Example were utterly laid by and forgot; 

and the new Governor himſelf, together with all the Peo- 
ple, being tempted with the View of preſent Gain, applied 
themſelves ſo eagerly to planting Tobacco, that they neg- 
lected the other neceſſary Article of Life. And beſides this 
Neglect of their Corn, the Supplies of People, ſent this 
Year, came, as uſual, ſo unprovided, that they ſoon eafed 
them of the Plenty, left by Sir Thomas Dale, and reduced 
them to great Streights. Mr. Yeardley therefore, ſent to 
the Chickahominies, for the Tribute Corn. For there being 
about two hundred and fifty, or three hundred, fighting 
Men of the Nation, and each Man being obliged, by the 
Treaty, to bring two Buſhels of Corn to the Store, ſuch a 
Quantity would have been a great Relief to their Necefſitics. 
But receiving a ſlight and. affrontive Anſwer, he drew to- 
e an hundred of his beſt Shot, and went to Chicka- 

aminy. 

Tur People there received him with much Scorn and 


Contempt. They told him, he was only Sir Themas Dalr's - 


Man; that they had indeed paid his Maſter, according to 
Agreement; but as for him, they had no Order, and lets 
Inclination, either to obey, or gi him any Corn. I 
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being led by their Captain, Kiſſanacomen, Governor of O- 1616. . 
zinies, they drew themſelves up, in martial Rank and Or- 
der, as they ſaw the Engliſh do. But aſter many Remon- 1 George 
ſtrances, and much Bravade and Threatening on both Sides, Low £3 4 
Mr. Yeardley, at laſt, commanded his Men to fire upon - 
them. Twelve were flain, and as many taken Priſoners ; 
among whom, were two of their Senators, or Elders. For 
their Ranſom, they had an hundred Buſhels ; and the In- 
dians, to buy their Peace, readily loaded their three Boats 
with Corn; one of which, crowding on, to bring the firſt 
News to fames-Town, was unhappily overſet, all her Corn 
loſt, and eleven Men drowned. 
Opechancanough, a politick and haughty Prince, was much 
vexed, that neither his Brother, nor he, could ever bring 
this obſtinate People, m_— to their Obedience. Being, 
therefore, as attentive to enſlave them, as they were watch- 
ful and tenacious of their Liberty, he took this Opportunity, 
and agreed with Mr. Yeardley, to come to no Terms with 
them, without his Advice and Conſent. And as the En- 
gliſb paſſed down the River with their Priſoners, he met 
them at Ozinies, and pretended to the Indians, that he had, 
with great Pains and Sollicitation, procured their Peace. 
To requite which Service, they chearfully proclaimed him 
King of their Nation, and flocked, from all Parts, with 
Preſents of Beads, Copper, and ſuch other Trifles, as were 
in Value and Eſteem among then. And he was glad, to 
be content with this precarious Acknowledgment, from a 
free and reſolute People. But this ſeaſonable and vigorous 
Chaſtiſement of the Chickahomintes, and eſpecially the ſtrict " 
League and Friendſhip, with Opechancanough, and the whole 
Imperial Family, kept the reſt of the Indians in ſuch Awe 
and Dependance, that the Englih followed their Labours, 
with the utmoſt Quietneſs and Security. Many alſo of 
the Savages daily brought them ſuch Proviſions, as they 
could get; and would be their Guides in hunting, and ſome- 
times hunt for them themſelves. And thus, by ſuch an In- 
tercourſe and Familiarity, the Engliſh and they lived toge- 
ther, the reſt of this Gentleman's Government, as if they 
had been one People. And Captain S-uth tells us, that Mr. 
Yeardley had ſome trained to their Pieces to kill him Fowl, 
as had likewiſe ſeveral other Gentlemen in the Country; 
and that theſe ſoon became as dextrous and expert, as any 
of the Engliſh. But the Captain's Authority is rendered 
very ſuſpicious in this, by the Records of our General 
Court, For long after, the Governor and Council received 
ſome. Queries from England, the fourth whereof was : 
Abat was the Cauſe of the Maſſacre, and wha firſt e 
ö the 
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the Indians the Uſe of Fire Arms ? Whereupon, in a Court 


held the iſt of November, 1624, Robert Poole and Edward 


George 
Teardlcy, 
Covernor. 


Grindon, Gentlemen, ancient Planters and Inhabitants of 
the Country, appear, and declare, upon Oath, their Know- 
ledge of the Matter. Their Depoſitions entirely clear Mr, 
Yeardley, and ſhew him to have been very cautious and 
careful in that Point; and they throw the whole Blame up- 
on Captain Smith himſelf, Sir Thomas Dale, and ſome other 
inferior Officers and private Perſons. a 

Ix the mean while, Pocahontas, or the Lady Rebecca, 
as they now affected to call her, was kindly received in En- 
gland. She was, by this time, well inſtructed in Chriſtia- 


nity, ſpoke good and intelligible Zng/i/h, and was become 


very civil and ceremonious, after the Engliſh Faſhion. She 
was likewiſe delivered of a Son, of which ſhe was extremel 

fond ; and the Treaſurer and Company gave Order, for 
the handſome Maintenance of both her and her Child, 
Beſides which, her Company was courted, and ſhe kindly 
treated, by many Perſons of higheſt Rank and Quality in 
the Nation. There hath been indeed a conſtant Tradition, 
that the King became jealous, and was highly offended at 
Mr. Rolfe, for marrying a'Princeſs. That anointed Pedant, 


it ſeems, had ſo high an Idea of the Jus divinum, and in- 


defeaſible Right, of Powhatan, that he held it a great Crime 
and Miſdemeanor, for any private Gentleman to mingle 


with his Imperial Blood. And he might perhaps likewiſe 


think, conſiſtently with his own Principles, that the Right 
to theſe Dominions would, thereby, be veſted in Mr. Rolfe's 
Poſterity. However, it paſſed off, without any farther bad 
Conſequence, than a little Diſpleaſure and Murmuring. 

AT the time of Pocahontas's Arrival, Captain Smith was 
preparing for a Voyage to New-England, He was much 
concerned, that the Suddenneſs of his Departure put it out 
of his Power, to do her that Service, which he deſired, and 
ſhe well deſerved at his Hands. However, being well ac- 
quainted at Court, and particularly favoured and counte- 
nanced by Prince Charles, he drew up, and preſented to the 
Queen, before her Arrival in London, a Repreſentation of 
her Cafe and Deſert. In this, he exprefles a deep Senſe of 
Gratitude to her; and ſets forth her great Affeckion, and 
muny Scrvices, to himſelf, and the whole Engliſb Nation: 
That by her, their Quarrels had oſten been appeaſed, theit 
Wants ſupplied, and their Dangers averted : That ſhe, un- 
der God, had been the chief Initrument, of preſerving the 
Colony, and confirming the Settlement : That being taken 
Priſoner, ſhe had become the Means of a firm Peace and 
Alliance, with her Father: That ſhe was now married br 
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an Engliſh Gentleman; who, however, was not of Abili- 16:6. 
ty, to make her fit to attend her Majeſty : That ſhe was — 
the firſt Chriſtian, that ever was of that Nation; and the Cenge 
firſt Virginian, that ever ſpoke, or became Engliſb : That — 
being well received, and honoured by ſo great a Queen, be- 
yond what her ſimple Thought could imagine or conceive, 
ſhe might be the Means of adding another Kingdom, to his 
Majeſty's Dominions : But by bad Uſage, her preſent Love 
to the Engliſh and Chriſtianity, might be turned to Scorn 
and Fury ; and all the Good ſhe had, or might do, diverted 
to the worſt of Evil. And therefore, he humbly recom- 
mends her to her Majeſty, as a proper Object of her Favour 
and Regard, on Account of her Birth, Virtue, Simplicity, 
and forlorn Condition in a ſtrange Country. | 

Bu T before Captain Smith's Departure, Pocahontas came 
up to London. Being offended by the Smoke of the Town, 
ſhe was immediately removed to Brentford ; whither Smith 
with ſeveral of his . riends, went to viſit her. After a cold 
and modeſt Salutation, ſhe turned from him in a paſſionate 
Manner, hid her Face, and could not be brought to ſpeak 
a Word for two or three Hours. But at laſt, the began to 
talk; and ſhe reminded him of the many Services ſhe had 
done him, and of the ſtrict Promiſe of Friendſhip, between 
him and, her Father. You, ſays ſhe, promiſed him, that 
what was yours, ſhould be his; and that you and he would 
be all one. Being a Stranger in our Country, you called Pow- 
hatan Father; and I, {* the ſame Reaſon, will now call yore 
fo. But Captain Smith, knowing the jealous Humour of 
the Court, durſt not allow of that Title, as ſhe was a 
King's Daughter ; and therefore, he endeavoured to excuſe 
himſelf from it. But ſhe, with a ſtern and ſteady Coun- 
tenance, ſaid : You were not afraid to come into my Father's 
Country, and ſtrike a Fear into every Body, but myſelf; and 
are you here afraid, to let me call you Father? ¶ tell you then, 
I will call you Father, and you ſhall call me Child; and ſo 1 
will for ever be of your Kindred and Country, They always 
tld us, that you were dead; and I knew no otherwiſe, till 
I came to Plimouth. But Powhatan commanded Tomocoma 
to ſeek you out, and know the Truth; becauſe your Countrymen 
are much given to Lying. 

THis Tomocomo, (or Uttamaccomach, as Smith calls him) 
had Matachanna, one of Powhatan's Daughters, to Wite ; 
was one of the chief of his Council, and of their Prieſts 
and was eſteemed a very wiſe and mee a- 
mong them. He was therefore ſent upon this Voyage, b 
Powhatan, to take the Number of the People in England 
wid to bring him a ſull and exact Account, of their senen 

all 
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and Condition. And accordingly, being arrived at Plimout, 


he got a long Stick, intending to cut a Notch, for ev 


one he ſaw. But he was ſoon tired with ſuch an endlck 
Work, and threw away his Stick ; and being aſked by the 
King, after his Return, how many People there were? i 
is ſaid, that he replied : Count the Stars in the Sky, thy 
Leaves on the Trees, and the Sand upon the Sea Shore; fir 


ſuch is the Number 74 the People in England. But Sir The 


mas Dale told Mr. Purchas, that he believed him to be ſent 
by Opechancanough, their King and Governor in Powhatan' 
Abſence and Retreat; and that he was ſent, not ſo much 
to number the People, as to take an Account of their Corn 
and Trees. For Namontack, and ſuch others, as had been 
ſent to England _— being ignorant and filly, and 
having ſeen little elſe beſides London, had reported much of 
their ww and Houſes, but thought, they had ſmall Store 
of Corn and Trees. And it was therefore a general Opinion 
among theſe Barbarians, that the Engliſb came into their 
Country, to get a Supply of theſe ; which might be ſtrength- 
ened and confirmed, by their ſending large Quantities of 
Cedar, Clapboard, and Wainſcot, to England, and by their 
continual Want and Eagerneſs after Corn, But Tomocome, 
landing in the Vet, and travelling thence to London, wa 
ſoon undeceived, and ſaw great Cauſe, to admire the Ex- 
gliſb Plenty. However, he began to take an Account, un- 
till his Arithmetick failed him. Meeting Captain Smith ac- 
cidentally in London, they ſoon renewed their old Acquain- 
tance. He told the Captain, that Powhatan had command- 
ed him, to find him out, to ſhew him the Eugliſb God, 
their King, Queen, and Prince; of which he had told them 
ſo much. As to God, Captain Smith excuſed and explained 
the Matter, the beſt, he could; and as to the King, he 
told him, that he had already ſeen him, and ſhould ſee the 
reſt, whenever he pleaſed. But he denied, that he had ſeen 
the King, *till, by Circumſtances, he was convinced and 
ſatisfied. And then, with a melancholly Countenance, he 
ſaid : You gave Powhatan à white Dog, which he fed as hin- 
ſelf; but your King has given me nothing, and yet I am bei- 
ter, than your white Dog. Such an arch Senſe had this 
Barbarian, of the ſtingy Treatment, with which he had 
been received at Court. 


HOoWE VER, Pocahontas was eagerly ſought, and kindly 


entertained every where. Many Courtiers, and others of 


his Acquaintance, daily flocked to Captain Smith, to be in- 
troduced to her. They generally conifled, that the Hand 
of God did viſibly appear, in her Converſion ; and that they 
had ſeen many Engliſb Ladies, worſe favoured, of leſs 3 
a 
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Proportion, and genteel Carriage, than ſhe was. She 1676. 
5 likewiſe carried - Court, by the Lady Delawarr, at. 
tended by the Lord, her Huſband, and divers other Perſons * . 
of Faſhion and Diſtinction. The whole Court were charm- a 4 | 
ed and ſurpriſed, at the Decency and Grace of her Deport- 
ment; and the King himſelf, and Queen, were pleaſed, 
honourably to receive and eſteem her. The Lady Dela- 
warr, and thoſe” other Perſons of Quality, alſo waited on 
her, to the Maſks, Balls, Plays, and other publick Enter- 
tainments; with which ſhe was wonderfully pleaſed and de- 
lghted. And ſhe would, doubtleſs, have well deſerved, 
and fully returned, all this Reſpect and Kindneſs, had ſhe 
lived to arrive in Virginia. | þ 
Tu Lord Rich was one of the Company in England; 
2 great and powerful, but a moſt deſigning, intereſted, 
nd factious Member. Not content with that lawful and 
regular Advantage, which might be juſtly expected, in a 
due Courſe of Time, from the Enterpriſe, but aiming at a 
ſudden and extraordinary Profit, altho' it ſhould be, by the 
Spoil of the Publick, and Oppreſſion of the private Plan- 
ters, and being likewiſe egged on and aſſiſted, by ſome 
corrupt and avaritious Perſons, he threw himſelf at te 
Head of a Faction in the Company, and drew over to his 
Party, as many Creatures and Dependents, as he poſſibly 
could. By their Means and Support, he hoped and endea- 
voured, to bear ſuch a Sway, both in the Virginia and So- 
mer-1lands Company, that the Management of all things at 
home, and the Placing all Governors abroad, ſhould be en- 
tirely in his Power and Diſpoſal. And altho' he met with 
a Check in his Deſigns, from many great and worthy 
Members, and a vaſt Majority of the whole Companics, 
yet he did,” at this time, carry a very important Point. 
Captain Samuel Argall, a Friend and Relation of Sir Tho- 
mas Smith, the TI reaſurer, was one of Lord Rich's ſaſteit 
Friends and Favourites. His. Lordſhip therefore, having 
concerted Matters with him, and entered into a Partnerſnip, 
procured him to be elected Deputy-Governor of Virgina. 
And altho' Martial Law was then the Common Law ol the 
Country, yet the better to arm and ſtrengthen him, with 
the Exerciſe of ſuch a deſpotic Authority, and that no Min 
here might dare to open his Mouth ag.uaft kim, he obtain- 
ad for him the Place of Admiral of the Country. and Seas 
of adjoining. | | 
A Win theſe Views and Powers, was Captain T. gal! 157. 
d IF fitted out, and ſent to Virginia, in the Beginning of 1617, - r 
And the Treaſurer and Council took Cafe, for the proper, $47. Arzall 
- Accommodation of e and her Huſband,” on board . 
: the 
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the Admiral Ship. Mr. Rolfe was alſo made Secretary and 
Recorder-General of Virginia, which Place was now firſt 
inſtituted. But it pleaſed God, at Graveſend, to take Ps. 
cahontas to his Mercy, in about the two and twentieth Year 
of her Age. Her unexpected Death cauſed not more Sor. 
row and Concern in the Spectators, than her religious End 

ve them Joy and Surpriſe. For ſhe died, agreeably to 

er Life, a moſt ſincere and pious Chriſtian. Her little 

Thomas Rolfe, was left at Plimouth with Sir Lewis Steukley, 
who deſired the Care and Education of him.” This Gen- 
tleman was then Vice-Admiral of the County of Dev; 
but ſoon after, having ſeiſed Sir Walter Ralegh, and been 
guilty of a - notable Piece of Treachery towards him, he 
drew upon himſelf the publick Scorn and Deteſtation. For 
however hard or unjuſt Kings and Stateſmen may be to thoſe 
Perſons of their Age, who are of the moſt eminent Part 
and Virtues, the Publick is generally more candid in it's 
Judgments, and apt to reſent every Hardſhip or ill Uſage 
to ſuch Men. Sir Lewis Steukley therefore fell unpitied, 
when he was afterwards detected in corrupt Practices; for 
which he was obliged to purchaſe his Life at the Expence 
of his whole Fortune, and at laſt died, a poor, deſpiſed, and 
diſtracted Beggar. And as theſe Misfortunes happened ſoon 
aſter this Time, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that young Mr. 
Rolfe long enjoyed the Advantage of his Favour and kind 
Intentions. However, he was carried up to London, and 
there educated by his Uncle Mr. Henry Rolfe, and after- 
wards became a Perſon of Fortune and Diſtinction in this 
Country. He left behind him an only Daughter, who wa 
married to Col. Robert Bolling; by whom ſhe left an only 
Son, the late Major 2 Belling, who was Father to the 
preſent Col. John Bolling, and ſeveral Daughters, married 
to Col. Richard Randolph, Col. John Fleming, Dr. Willian 
Gay, Mr. Thomas Eldridge, and Mr. James Murray. 80 
that this Remnant of the Imperial Family of Virginia, which 
long ran in a fingle Perſon, is now encreaſed and branched 
out into a very numerous Progeny. | 

Bur Governor Argall, with his Vice-Admiral, Captain 
Ralph Hamer, purſued their Voyage to Virginia, where 
they arrived in May. He found all the publick Works and 
Buildings in Curls Trax fallen to Decay; not above five 
or fix private Houſes fit to be inhabited; the Market-place, 
Streets, and all other ſpare Places, planted with Tobacco; 
and the Colony diſperſed all about, as every Man could 
hnd the propereſt Place, and beſt Conveniency, for Plant- 
ing. But ſoon after his Arrival, he wrote to Eneland, that 


the Colony was in great Peace and Plenty, and the 2 
u 
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buſily pore in preparing for their Crops of Corn and 
Tobacco. ith him returned Tomocomo, who, in our old 
Records, is called by a third Name, Tomakin. Captain 
Argall ſent him immediately to Opechancanough, who came 


= I Fames-Town, and received a Preſent, with great Joy and 
d Thankfulneſs. Tomocomo railed violently againſt England, 
0 and the Engliſh ; and particularly, againſt his beſt Friend, 


dir Thomas Dale. But all his Reports were ſo clearly 
diſproved before Opechancanough and his Grandees, that 
much to the Satisfaction of the Grandees, he was rejected 
and diſgraced. But Powhatan, all this while, leaving the 
Care and Charge of the Government chiefly to Opechanca- 
nough, went about from Place to Place, taking his Pleaſure, 
and viſiting the different Parts of his Dominions. How- 


le ever, he {till continued in good Friendſhip with the Hu- 
. He greatly lamented the Death of his Daughter. ; 
's Wi bat rejoiced, that her Child was living. He alſo, as well 
es Opechantanough, expreſſed much Deſire to ſee him; but 
Wl determined, that he ought not to come over, before he 
ar vas ſtronger. And, this Year, one Mr. Lambert made a 
* great Diſcovery, in the Trade of Planting. For the Me- 
bod of curing Tobacco then was in Heaps. But this Gen- 
n tleman found out, that it cured better upon Lines; and 
„ therefore the Governor wrote to the Company, to ſend over 
Une for that Pu rpoſe. 

id CAPTAIN Argall was a Man of Senſe and Induſtry ; 
and therefore, to ſecure a Plenty of Proviſions, he ſent out, 
sche next Year, a Frigat and a ſmall Bark to trade, which 
brought near {ix hundred Buſhels of Corn, to the great 
l Relief of the Colony. For the Company's Servants, that 


worked for the Store, were reduced to fifty four, Men, 
Women, and Children. But from the Farmers, who were 
at Captain Argall's Arrival, eighty one, and from the In- 
Gans, as Tribute, they received annually above twelve 
hundred Buſhels. But this Year, there was a great 
ed Drought, with a dreadful Storm, that poured down Hail- 
tones, eight or nine Inches round, which did much Da- 
un i mage to both Corn and Tobacco. However, what To- 
bacco could be ſaved, was made up, the beſt at three Shil- 
lings a Pound, and the reſt at cighteen Pence. The Go- 
ve I vernor alſo publiſhed ſeveral Edits : That all Goods ſhould 
be fold at twenty five per Cent. and Tobacco allowed for 


6 2 three Shillings a Pound, and not under nor over, on the 
u Penalty of three Years Slavery to the Colony : That there 
= ſhould be no private T'rade or Familiarity with the Savages : 
ha at no Indian ſhould be taught to ſhoot with Guns, on 
75 Pain of Death to Teacher and Learner ; That no Perſon 

1 IL. 2 ſhould 
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That all Hogs, found a ſecond Time in Fames-Tewr, ſhoull 71 
Sam. Argall be forfeited to the Colony; and thoſe at Bermuda, ringed: 


Governor. 


the third, a Year and a Day. 


wich Shares, Harneſs, and other Impliments for Pl-ugbing 
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ſhould hunt Deer or Hogs, without the Governor's Leaye- Fo 


That no Man ſhould ſhoot, except in his own neceſſg 
Defence againſt an Enemy, till a new Supply of Ammunz 
tion came in, on Pain of a Year's Slavery: That none 
ſhould go on board the Ship, then at Fames-Town, without 
the Governor's Leave; and that no Maſters of Ships ſhoull 
ſuffer their Sailers to go aſhore, or talk with .the People x 
Kicquetan : That every Perſon ſhould go to Church, Sur 
days and Holidays, or lye Neck and Heels that Night, an 
be a Slave to the Colony the following Week; for the ſe. 
cond Offerice he ſhould be a Slave for a Month; and for 


THE Lord Delawarr, who had withdrawn from the 
Government on Account of his Health, and whoſe Con- 
miſſion, as Captain-General, was ſupreme, and ſuperſede 
all others, being ardently withed for by the Colony, ws 
now ſent by the Council and Company, in a large Ship, 
with a Supply of two hundred People. But meeting with 
contrary Winds and much bad Weather, many fell fic, 
and thirty died. In this Number was the Right Honour: 
ble the 4 Governor himſelf; a Perſon of a moſt no 
and generous Diſpoſition, who had warmly embarked, and 
expended much Money, in this Buſineſs, for his Country 
Good. Cambiaen tells us, that he had been feaſted at the 
Meſtern-Iſlands, and that his Death was not without Suſpi- 
cion of Poiſon. And I think I have ſomewhere ſeen, that 
he died about the Mouth of Delawarr Bay, which thence 
took it's Name from him. But being not able, now tort 
collect the Authority, I ſhall leave it, as I found it, 2nd 
not venture poſſitively to affirm it. After his Death, the 
were forced on the Coaſt of New-England ; where the 
got a Recruit of Wood and Water, and took ſuch an 4. 
bundance of Fiſh and Fowl, as plentifully ſerved them t0 
Virginia. They likewiſe here met a ſmall Frenchman, ri 
in Bever and other Furs, who feaſted them with ſo gen 
a Variety of Fiſh, Fowl, and Fruits, that they were al 
amazed; little ſuſpecting, that wild Deſert could afford 
ſuch a wonderful Plenty of delicate and wholſome Food. 
This Ship bringing News, that Multitudes were preparing 
in England to be ſent, Captain Argall called a Council 
and wrote to the Treafurer and Council in England de 
State of the Colony; and what Miſcry muſt neccflarily en. 
fue, if they ſent not Proviſions, as well as People. An 
he likewiſe repreſented their Want of ſkilful Huſbancmeny 


Fo 
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For their Land was exceeding good, and they had now a- 1618. 


'©: bout forty Bulls and Oxen, which were wholly idle and —— 
ul Wi clefs, for want of ſkilful Men to bring them to Labour. S«n. gal 


d: However, I find, in our old Records, that ſome Ploughs, © 


pr this time, were ſet to work. 
fi ONE Richard Killingbeck, this Summer, attempting a 
ne Bi ccret Trade with the Indians, was, together with his whole 
out Bl Company, flain by a Party of the Chictabominies; who 
ul fearing the Conſequences, robbed the Malchacomoco Houſe 
et their Town, and fled. This was their Temple and re- 
*  licious Treaſury ; held, to the higheſt Degree, ſacred and 
a ::violable by the Indians. And the Sunday after, they flew 
. tro Boys and three young Children, within a Mile of 
o James-T own, while their Parents were at Church. The 
Governor therefore ſent to Opechancanough, who had the 
he ride of their King, and the Power too, as far as Neceſſity 
. conſtrained, or it ſuited with their Humour or Intereſt. But 
i be excuſed the Nation from the Guilt, and laid the whole 
lame upon ſome fugitive Rubbers 3 of whoſe Town he 
ent him a Baſket of Earth, as Poſſeſſion given; and pro- 
bo miſed, to ſend their Heads alſo for Satisf2Etion, as ſoon as 
5 they could poſſibly catch them. But this he never per- 
* WH formed ; and confidering the Perfidy of his Nature, and 
d the exterminating Hatred, he always bore to the Engliſh, 
is much to be queſtioned, whether he was not privy to, 
f' or perhaps the chief Author and Contriver of the whole 
e Matter. However, by theſe Acts of Hoſtility and Barba- 
„e, the whole Nation was rendered obnoxious to the Eu- 
%% Power and Reſentment, and his Regal Authority there- 
© BY by firmly rivited and eſtabliſhed among them. Altho' the 
© WY Governor, being ſatisfied with this Pretence and Excuſe, 
ever farther proſecuted, or revenged, this perfidious Mur- 
© WW der and Breach of the Peace. 
7 CAPTAIN Argall, all this Time, was not negligent or 
" WJ forgetful of the grand End of his coming to Virginia, but 
a pulhed on his unrighteous Gains, by all imaginable Methods 
e Extortion and Oppreſſion. For beſides a Multitude of 
r private Wrongs to particular Perſons, he converted in a 
1 manner wholly to his own Uſe and Poſſeſſion, whatſoever 


remained, at that time, belonging to the Publick, being 
the Fruits and Relicts of eighty thouſand Pounds Expence. 
do that he was loudly charged, with many Offences in Mat- 
ter of State and Government, with Depredation and Waſte 
of the publick Eftate and Revenues of the Company, and 
with great Oppreſſion of the Colony in general, as well as 
(everal private Men in particular. And the Cries of his 
Outrages and Rapine at laſt became ſo Joud and numerous 

; L 3 ad 


150 
1618. 
Le — 
Sam, Argall 
Cuvcrnur, 


The HISTORY of VIRGINIA, Book III. 


and the Company in England was ſo enraged at the Report 
and Informations, they received, that they could ſcarce he 
reſtrained from flying to the King, for the Redreſs of 6 
many and fo great Miſchiefs. But Sir Thomas Smith, whe. 
ther in Favour to Captain 'Argall, his Kinſman, or out of 
his real Judgment, alledged, that imploring his Majeſty, 
Aid might prove prejudicial to the Company's Power, and 
of dangerous Conſequence to their Liberties ; and migit 
alſo give Room to much publick Scandal and Reflection. 
And therefore he propoſed a milder and leſs clamorous Way 
of Procceding. 

To this End, he himſelf, Alderman Johnſon, the De. 
puty-Treaſurer, Sir Lionel Cranfield, and others of the 
Council, wrote Captain Argall a Letter, dated the 23d < 
Augu/?, 1618; charging him, in very ſharp and fever: 
Terms, with many Crimes and Miſdemeanors : That he 
was exceedingly chargeable to the Company, and converted 
the Fruits of their Expence to his own private Uſe : That 
he was grown fo proud and infolent, as to ſcorn the Titk 
of Deputy-Governor, declaring, that he would be no Man'; 
Deputy: That he wronged the Magazine, by his Negli- 
gence and Connivency : That he had appropriated the [i 
dian Trade to himſelf ; uſing the Company's Frigat and 
other Veſſels, together with their Men, to trade for hi 
own Benefit, and prohibiting the Trade of Skins and Fur 
to all others: That he took the old Planters, who ought to 
be free, as well as the Company's "Tenants and Servant, 
and ſet them upon his own Employments : That he expe 
ded the publick Store-Corn, to feed his own Men: Tha 
he had, for ſome private End and Purpoſy of his own, in- 
formed the Company, that Opechancanough and the Native 
intended to give their Country to Mr. Rolfe's Child, and 
to reſerve it from all others, *till he came of Age: Thit 
he neither looked into, nor regarded, their Inſtructiom; 
but had, under Pretence of their Commiſſion, diſpoſed d 
all the Company's Cattle, againſt their expreſs Orders and 
Directions, and had converted the Profits thereof to his own 
Uſe: That he had, under Colour of his Right, as Admiral, 
ſeiſed and detained ſome Hides, unlawfully taken or put— 
chaſed, for which the Company had compounded, with the 
Lord High Admiral and the Spaniſh Ambaſſor, at the 
great Expence of four hundred Pounds : And in ſhort, that 
all his Actions and Proceedings ſeemed to be, as if the Co- 
lony was wholly intended for his private Gain and Advan- 
tage, and as if he was ſo great, and they fo mean and in- 
ſenſible of Reaſon, as to let things, of this publick and no- 


torious Nature, paſs off without a ſtrict and exact Account; 


up* 
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upbraiding him alſo with theſe ungrateful Returns to their 1618. 
Favour and Friendſhip, in procuring him the Government. 

Ar the ſame time, they wrote a Letter to my Lord Sam. 4geil 
Delawarr, whoſe Death was yet unknown in England, 3 
containing the like Heads of Complaint and Accuſation 
againſt Captain Argall; and informing him, that hy the 
ſtrange Inſolence of his laſt Letter, and by the Informations 
of ſundry Witneſles, lately come from Virginia, there was 
more Diſcontent raiſed in the Adventurers, and more Dan- 
ger feared to the Colony, than had ever happened, by any 
other thing, ſince the firit Beginning of the Enterpriſe. So 
that the Adventurers could hardly be reſtrained from going 
to the King, altho' far off on a Progreſs, and procuring his 
Majeſty's Command, to fetch him home as a Malefactor. 
But to avoid farther Scandal to their Management and Ad- 
miniſtration, they befeech his Lordſhip, to ſend him forth- 
with to England, to make his perſonal Appearance, and to 
give his Anſwers to ſuch things, as ſhould be Jaid to his 
Charge. And foraſmuch as it was conceived, that there 
would be many things, for which he muſt make Satisfaction 
to the Company, they defired his Lordthip, to ſeiſe upon 
his Tobacco, Skins, Furs, and other Goods, to be ſent to 
them as a Depoſite, till all Matters ſhould oe ſatisfied and 
adjuſted ; and that he would likewiſe return the Cattle, and 
other publick Goods, which he had embezzled, to their 
proper Places and Owners. And at the ſame time, there 
was an Order of Court paſſed in England, to ſequeſter all 
Captain Argall's Effects, which ſhould be ſent home, to 
make Reſtitution to the Company for his Rapines and Ex- 
tortions. | 

THESE Letters, coming, by Lord Delawarr's Death, 
to Captain Argall's Hands, were ſo far from diverting or 
repreſſing his Exorbitances, that they ſeemed, only ta 
put him upon his Guard, and to render him the more ea- 
ger and ſtudious to make the beſt Uſe of his Time, For 
my Lady Delawarr complained, that he wrongfully took 
ſome of her Goods from her late Huſband's Servants, with- 
dut rendering any Account of them. And indeed he had, 
ur- in general, aſſumed to himſelf a Power, of ordering and 
the BY diſpoſing of his Lordſhip's Eſtate, fetting his Tenants and 
ne Servants to his own Work, and thereby ruining and depo- 
hat pulating a very large and hopeful Plantation, begun by his 

rdſhip. But one Captain Edward Brewſter, alledging 

n. Lord Delawarr's Order, for their being under his Manage- 
in- ment and Direction, endeavoured to withdraw them from 
n- the Governor's Work, and to employ them, for the Main- 


; nance of themſelves, and for the Benefit of his Lordfhip's 
- 1 4 Heun 
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Heirs and Fellow-Adventurers. But one of them refuſed 


W— to obey him, which drew from him ſome threatening Ex. 
Fam. ga 
Governor. 


preſſions againſt the Fellow. This he immediately ran with 
to the Governor; who being drunk with Power, and im- 
patient of Oppoſition, (a Diſtemper, very incident to cur 
American Viceroys) and being alſo vexed perhaps, to find 
any cnc dare to withſtand his arbitrary Schemes of Gain, 
he cauſed Captiin Bretter to be ſeiſed, tried by a Court 


Martial, and condemned to Death. 


Ius Legality of this Proceeding was founded on an Ar- 
ticle of the Martial Laws of the Low Countries, intro- 
duced among thoſe Articles, ſent over by Sir Thomas Smith, 
This decreed, „ That no Man ſhouid offer any Violence, 
« or contemptuouſly reſiſt or diſobey his Commander, or 
& do any Act, or ſpeak any Words, which might tend to 
« breed Diſorder or Mutiny, in the Town or Field, or 
« difobey any principal Officer's DircCtions, upon Pain of 
« Death.” But altho' it was cvident from his Majeſty's 
Charter, that the Governor had Power to exccute Martial 
Law only in Limes of Mutiny and Rebellion, in like Man- 
ner as Lords Licutenants in Euglaud had, and that in all 
other Caſes, as well civil as criminal, their Proccedings 
were to be as agreeable, as conveniently might be, to the 
Laws, Statutes, Government, and Policy of the Realm di 
England; and altho' it was as evident, that there was u 
that time no Pretence of Rebellion or Mutiny, but the Co- 
lony enjoyed an univerſal Peace and Tranquility ; yet we 
this innocent Gentleman's Condemnation moſt unmerciſully 
driven on, and his Life ſubjected to the Pleaſure of a furi- 
ous and enraged Enemy. And this, not in an Affair «df 
publick Concern, but in a Diſpute of private Right; and 
when it did not appear, that he had uttered any thing 
againſt the Governor, but only ſome threatening Lan- 
guage againlt a Servant, that diſobeycd his lawful Com- 


mands. And the whole was carricd on and tranſacted, un- 


der Colour and Pretence of a Law, which could have no 
legal Force or Validity in the Britiſb Dominions. Altho' 
it muſt be conſeſſed, that Martial Law was then the rcign- 
ing Law of Virginia, to the great Diſcouragement of the 
Colony, and to the maniſeſt Infringement of the Rights and 
Liberties of the People, as Þr:41ſh Subjects. And this 
Courſe, at times introduced and uſed from the firſt, as be- 
ing in a State of War and Danger, was firmly riveted and 
confirmed by thoſe bloody Articies, ſent in by Sir Themes 
Smith, which were unfortunately, at their firit coming, ap- 
plicd to a good Purpoſe and Eticet by Sir Thomas Dale, in 
quclling the ditorderly and mutinous Humduts of the Lee 
ple. 
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ple. And thus, by this Example and Authority, and by 16:8. 
eaſy Acquieſcence and Ignorance in the People of their na- 


tive Rights and Privileges, it was made the ſtanding Rule 
of Proceeding, and became the Common Law and Cuſtom 
of the Country. 

Bur ſome of the Court, reflecting on the extreme Se- 
verity of theſe Martial Laws, and being alſo moved per- 
haps by the particular Hardſhip and Unrighteouſneſs of the 
preſent Caſe, prevailed on the reſt, to go in a Body, and 
intercede for Captain Þrew/ſter's Life. And being alſo join- 
ed by ſuch of the Clergy, as were at Hand, they did, with 
much Intreaty, and after many Repulſes and Allegations of 
Captain Argall, at laſt prevail to ſave his Life. But it was 
upon this expreſs Condition, that he {ſhould take a ſolemn 
Oath, neither directly nor incirectly, in England or elſe- 
where, to utter any contemptuous Words, or do any thing 
elſe, that ſhould turn to the Diſhonour or Diſparagement 
of Captain Argall ; and that he ſhould never return more 
to Virginia, by any direct or indirect Means. All which 
was this poor Gentleman, a Perſon of ſome Figure and 
Conſideration, obliged to ſubmit to, to reſpite and put off 
an immediate Execution. But after his Return to En- 
gland, being deeply ſenſible of this oppreſſive and injurious 
Treatment, as alſo to clear his Reputation, and to wipe 
off the Stain of being a condemned Man, he appealed 
from the Sentence of the Court Martial in Virginia, to the 
Treaſurer and Company in England. And the Proſecution 
of this Appeal did greatly contribute, to ſhew and expoſe 
the extreme Rapiciouſneſs and tyrannical Adminiſtration of 
Captain Argall, 

A Ship, called the Treaſurer, was alſo this Year, ſent 
from England by the Lord Rich, who was now become 
Earl of JYarwick, a Perſon of great Note afterwards in the 
Civil Wars, and Commander of the Fleet againſt the King. 
He had aſpired to the Title of Earl of Clare; but that 
being then eſteemed the ſame with Clarence, and a Royal 
Title, it was judged too high an Honour for a Family in a 

anner new and upſtart, and that of J/arwick conferred 
upon him. This Ship was here new victualled, and manned 
with the ſtouteſt and ableſt Recruits, that could be picked 
out of the whole Colony. And then, under Colour of an 
old Commiſſion of Hoſtility from the Duke of Savoy, againſt 
the Spaniards, which they had by ſome Means procured, 
ſhe was ſent to rove on the Spani/h Dominions in the Meſt- 
Indies; where ſhe committed much Ravage, and gained 
ſome Booty. But they had the Conſcience even to defraud 
the Mariners, who afterwards mage Complaint * the 
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Governor. 
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1613. Company, that they had cheated them of their Share of 

the Negroes taken ; all which were placed on the Earl of 

Sam. Argall J/arwick's Lands in Bermudas, and there kept and detained 

Governor. to his Lordſhip's Uſe. And this Proceeding was eſteemed, 

not only a manifeſt Act of Piracy, but alſo a thing of great 

Danger to the Colony, conſidering our weak Condition at 

that time, and the great Strength of the Spaniards in the 

We}t- Indies. Mr. Beverley alſo gives a particular Account 

| of an Expedition, made this Year by Captain Argall in Per- 

| ſon, to diſlodge the French at St. Croix and Port- Royal in 

| Acadia. But as I cannot find the leaſt Mention of it, in 

any contemporary Writer, or in any of the old Records, 

that I have peruſed and examined, I am apt to think, he is 

miſtaken in the Time, and confounds this with the Expedi- 
tion, he made under Sir Thomas Dale, in the Year 1614. 

Bur the Company in England, receiving Advice of 
Lord Delawarr's Death, and finding, that Sir Thomas 
Smith's Project had thereby failed of Succeſs, came to a 
Reſolution of ſending over a new Governor, with Power 
to examine all Complaints and Accuſations againſt Captain 
Argall upon the Spot. And therefore Captain Yeardley, 
who was upon this Occaſion knighted, was choſen Governor 
and Captain-General, and ſent upon this Buſineſs. But 
Captain Argall, in the mean while, was fully appriſed, by 
the Earl of /Yarwick and others, his Aſſociates in England, 
of every thing, that had paſſed in their Courts concerning 
Himſelf. Wherefore, to prevent the Seiſure of his Goods, 
he conſigned all his Effects, under other Men's Names, 
and into the Hands of great and powerful Perſons. And as 
to thoſe Goods which were ſent home, before he knew of 
the Order to ſequeſter them, the Earl of Warwick, by his 
Intriguing and Intereſt, got them all into his own Hands, 
under Pretence of taking out the Share, which belonged to 
him by his Right of Partnerſhip, and upon expreſs Promile, 
to return the reſt into the Company's Hands. But this 
Promiſe he could never be brought to perform ; ſo that the 
Company were deprived of the Means to right themſelves, 
and defrauded of that juſt Reſtitution, which they had great 
Reaſon to expect and demand. 

Tris Year 1618 is likewiſe memorable, for the Death 
of two Perſons of principal Figure in the Virginian Hiſtory. 
The fuſt of theſe was Powhatan, Emperor of the Indians, 
a Prince of excellent Senſe and Parts, and a great Maſter 
of all the Savage Arts of Government and Policy, He 
was penetrating, crafty, inſidious, and cruel; and as hard 
to be deceived by others, as to be avoided in his own Stra- 
tegems and Snares. But as to the great and moral es 
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Policy, ſuch as Truth, Faith, Uprightneſs, and Magna- 
deb they ſeem to have beer but little headed or regarded — — 
by him. He was ſucceeded in his Dominions, according to Sam, Argall 


the regular Order of Succeſſion, by his ſecond Brother, 
Opitchapan ; who is ſometimes called Itopatin, and Oetan. 
And now upon his Acceflion to the ſupreme Power, he 
again changed his Name to Saſauwpen, as Opechancanough 
did his to Mangopeeomen. Upon what Reaſon of Cuſtom, 
or Dignity, or Humour, theſe Changes were made in their 
Names, I cannot ſay ; but to avoid Confuſion, I ſhall take 
no Notice of ſuch nominal Differences, but ſhall always 
ſpeak of the ſame Perſon by the ſame Name. Opitchapan, 
being an eaſy, decripit, and unactive Prince, was ſoon 
obſcured by the ſuperior Parts and Ambition of his younger 
Brother, 8 whoſe Figure and Activity firſt 
drew the Attention, and at laſt, by degrees, engroſſed the 
whole Power of the Government; altho' for ſome time, 
he was content with, and ſeemed chiefly to affect, the Title 
of King of Chickahominy. However they both renewed 
and confirmed the League with the Engliſh ; under the Pro- 
tection of which, every Man peaceably followed his Build- 
ing and Planting, without any remarkable Accidents or In- 
terruption. 

THE other Perſon was Sir Walter Ralegh, the Father 
and firſt Mover of theſe American Colonies ; to whom we 
owe our Name, as we do our Settlement alſo to the Proſe- 
cution of his Deſign. In Octeber this Year, he ended a 
Life of much Glory and Adverſity, on the Scaffold, to the 
everlaſting Infamy and Reproach of King James. For he 
was a Perſon of very great Worth, and of a vaſt and moſt 
extenſive Genius; being equally fitted, to ſhine in ev 
Part of Life, or Branch of Art, to which he applied him- 
ſelf. And he was accordingly alike famed, as a Seaman, 
a Soldier, a Stateſman, and a Scholar. He was therefore 
univerſally pitied and lamented, and even interceeded for by 
ſeveral Princes ; by the Queen, Prince Henry, the King of 
Denmark, and King of France, whoſe Agent in England, 
even at the laſt, endeavoured to contrive his Eſcape. But 
King James, perverſely bent on the Wrong, could, by no 
means, be prevailed upon, to ſpare the greateſt and wiſeſt 
Head in his Dominions; but ſhamefully made him a Sacri- 
fice to his darling Dotage, the Spaniſp Match, a Meaſure 
weak in itſelf, but 8 and carried on, with ſtill 
greater Weakneſs and Indiſcretion. But his Death hath 
been ſo often deplored and condemned, that I ſhall not add 
to the general Complaint any farther, than by making ſome 
brief Extracts out of a Letter, preſerved by Mr. Ruſtnworth 
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tons, to ſhew the ſhameful Cruelty and In- 
S—— juſtice of the Act. 
Sor, A, ] THIS Letter is written, by a great Miniſter of State in 


in his 


England, to Mr. Cottington, afterwards Lord Cottington, 
the Brits Reſident at the Court of Spain. In it he 
complains, as by Order from the King, of the Inſincerity 
and Chicanry of the Spaniſb Court in that Affair, and ſets 
forth the upright and ſincere Intentions of his Majeſty. And 
he ſays, that he is particularly commanded by his Majeſty, 
to advertiſe him of the Execution of Sir Halter Ralegh, 
who was lately put to Death, chiefly for their Satisfaction, 
and concerning whom he promiſed ſpeedily to ſend a De- 
claration : That, to pleaſe them, his Majeſty of late had, 
in many things, ſtrained upon the Affections of his Peo- 
ple; and molt eſpecially, in this laſt of Sir Valter Ralegh, 
who died with great Courage and Conſtancy, and had 
raiſed much Remorſe and Compaſſion in the People, who 
all attributed his Death, to the Spaniſb Machinations, and 
his Majeſty's Deſire to do them a Pleaſure : And further, 
he orders him, ſtrongly to inſiſt upon and repreſent, how 
able a Man Sir I alier Ralegh was to have ſerved his Ma- 
jeſty, if he had been pleaſed to have employed him: And 
that yet, to give them Content, he had not ſpared him, 


altho' he might, by ſaving his Life, have, given infinite 


Satisfaction to his People, and have had at Command, upon 
all Occaſions, as uſeful a Man, as ſerved any Prince in 
Chriſtendom. 

Tus fell one of the laſt-ſurviving, and the brighteſt 
of all the Commanders, bred under Qucen Eliſabeth, and 
by her fleſhed in Spani/ Blood and Spoil. And what is the 
moſt reproachful Part of it, he fell a Victim to his own 
great Merit and Abilities, the Memory and Danger of 
which, to the Spaniſh Nation, had been revived, by his 
late Expedition to Guiana ; as alſo, out of the old Grudge, 
for his many eminent Services, under his former Royal and 
illuſtrious Miſtreſs, Queen Eliſabeth, and to place him be- 
E a Poſſibility of ever rendering the like Services, to 

ing James or his Son. As the King's whole Conduct 
towards him was a ſtrange Medley of Injuſtice and Incon- 
ſiſtency, ſo was it ſmartly obſerved by his Son, Carew Ra- 
legh; That his poor Father was firſt condemned, for being 
a Friend to the Spariards, and afterwards loſt his Life, by 
the ſame dentence, fur being their Enemy. He died, as he 
had lived, with great Luſtre and Honour; with the Cha- 
rity, Serenity, and Relignation of a Chriſtian, joined to 
the Magnanimity and intrepid Courage of an old Roman. 
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In the Beginning of the Year 1619, Sir George Yeardley 
was difpatched and ſent Governor, with divers Commiſſions 


1619. 


and Inſtructions for proceeding againſt Captain Argall in Sir Gerge 


Virginia, where the Facts were committed, and where the 
Proofs, on both Sides, might readily be had. The Earl of 
Maric and his Faction had violently oppoſed this, but not 
being able to prevail, he was obliged to betake himſelf ta 
other Meaſures. Mr. Roife's Commiſſion was either now 


expired; or elſe, as I rather believe, he had given Offence - 


to the Company, and was turned out of his Place of Se- 
cretary. And this, I find ſome Reaſon to ſuſpect, pro- 
ceeded from his too great Submiſſion and Subſerviency to 
Captain Argall's male Practices. But however that was, 
the Earl of Hartwich obtained that Place from Sir Thomas 
Smith, for Mr. John Pory, who now went over with the 
Governor. For the Nomination to that Office was a Com- 
pliment, made by the Company to their Treaſurer ; till af- 
terwards the Earl of Southampton, in the Time of his Trea- 
ſurerſhip, returned it back to the Company, and referred it 
wholly to their Choice. By the Means of this Pory, as it 
was vehemently ſuſpected, the Earl of Hartwich got the 
Ship ſo long ſtopped and retarded on the Coaſt of England, 
that he diſpatched a ſmall Bark, before from Plimouth, to 
fetch away Captain Argall, with all his Goods and Booty. 
This Bark arriving the Beginning of April, Captain Argall 
took immediate Order for his Affairs, and within four or 
hve Days, embarked in her for England. He left Captain 
Nathaniel Pawel Deputy-Governor ; a worthy Gentleman, 
who had come in at the firſt with Captain Smith, and ever 
ſince continued, an honeſt and uſcful Inhabitant. But his 
Government was of very ſhort Duration. For in ten or 
twelve Days after Captain Argall's Departure, Sir George 
Yeardley arrived ; and was received with the greater Joy and 
Welcome, as he brought with him ſeveral Charters from 
the Company, of Grants and Liberties to the Colony. For 
the honcſter Part and Majority of the Company, being 
alarmed at theſe late Proccedings, reſolved to be more atten- 
tive to the Affair, and to prevent all ſuch Exorbitancics for 
the future. One of theſe Charters only have I ſeen, con- 
taining Directions to the Governor and Council of State, to 
lay off Lands fur ſeveral puilick Uſes; and likewiſe con- 
firming Titles, and aſcertaining the Methods of obtaining 
Lands in Vir» i»ic, and for preventing fraudulent and ſur- 
reptitious Crants; two of which, of a very extraordinary 
and inconvenient Nature, had been obtained by Captain 
Martin and Cojn in Aroll, But Sir George YVeardley, hav- 


ing thus nariowly mild of the Quarry, appligd hiuiſcif to 
the 
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the Affairs of Government. And firſt he added the fol- 
lowing Gentlemen to the Council; Captain Francis Meſt, 
Captain Nathaniel Powel, 1 V Pory, Mr. Jobn Rolfe, 
Mr. William Wickham, and Mr. Samuel Macick. For al- 
though Captain Powe! had been appointed Deputy-Gover- 
nor, yet was he not of the Council. For, till this time, 
the Governors, in Caſe of their Abſence, always aſſumed to 
themſelves the Power of naming their Deputies. Soon after 
Sir George publiſhed his Intention, of holding a General 
Aſſembly in a ſhort time ; which, I ſuppoſe, was one of 
the chief Privileges and Powers, granted and ſent over with 
him. And I likewiſe find, by an Inſtrument of Writing 
to one Richard Kingſmil, that he had a Power to grant, and 
accordingly did grant, to all the ancient Planters, who had 
been here before Sir Thomas Dale's Departure, a full Releaſe 
and Diſcharge from all further Service to the Colony, ex- 
cepting only ſuch Services, as they ſhould willingly under- 
take, or were bound in Duty to perform by the Laws of all 
Nations ; together with a Confirmation of all their Eſtates 
real and perſonal, in as full and ample Manner, as the Sub- 
jets of England held and enjoyed them. And this Pre- 
caution. was undoubtedly Sts 4 by Captain Argalls 
Rapines, and many perſonal Impoſitions on the ancient 
Planters and Freemen of the Colony. 

THE Earl of Warwick was highly incenſed at theſe late 
Proceedings againſt Captain Argall; and finding Sir Thomas 
Smith not ſtanch, and fit for his Purpoſe, he purſued, with 
great Vehemence, the Removal of him and Alderman John— 
ſon, the Deputy, from the Government of the Company. 
Thoſe two Gentlemen had alſo given much Offence, to 
the greater and better Part of the Adventurers ; and lay un- 
der a ſtrong Suſpicion, as well of Negligence in their Office, 
as of Colluſion and unfair Dealing. Sir Thomas Smith too 
himſelf, being far advanced in Years, of tender Health, 
and very rich, was willing to ſurrender a Place, of ſo great 
Trouble and Fatigue, and fo little fair Profit. And there- 
fore, being already Governor of the Ea/t-India Company, 
and lately appointed a Commiſſioner of his Majeſty's Navy, 
he declared, at a Quarter Court, held the 28th of April, 
that he was unable to give that Attendance, which he de- 
fired, and which the Affairs of the Company demanded ; 
and for that reaſon, requeſted the Favour of them, to be 
diſcharged from his Office. And altho' he was afterwards 
named by ſome to be a Candidate, yet he was fixed in his 
Reſolution, and abſolutely refuſed to ſtand in Election. In 
his Room, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir Fohn Molſtenholme, and 
Alderman Johnſon, were propoſed ; and the Choice fell 4 
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dir Edwin Sandys, he having fifty nine Voices, Sir Fohn 1619. 
Malſtenholme twenty three, and Alderman Johnſan eighteen. 

Gr Edwin was a Gentleman of Kent, and a Member of > George 
Parliament ; a Perſon of excellent Underſtanding and Judg- Gus 40, 5 
ment; of great Induſtry, Vigor, and Reſolution; and in- 


. defatigable in his Application to the Buſineſs of the Com- 


y and Colony. He had, before this, on Account of his 
Induſtry and Knowledge of their Affairs, been often joined, 
by the Courts, with Sir Thomas Smith, in the Management 
of ſeveral weighty things, relating to the Colony. So that 
ſcarce any thing, whilſt he was in Town, paſſed without 
him. But he afterwards complained, that what was done, 
during his Abode in Town, was commonly undone, when 
he was abſent in the Country. Mr. John Farrar, an emi- 
nent Merchant of London, with a like Majority, was choſen 
Deputy-Treaſurer ; a worthy Second to Sir Edin Sandys, 
and every way fit for the Poſt, conferred upon him. 

Bu T not to caſt off an old Servant with Diſregard, who 
had, in the Time of greateſt Trouble and Difficulty, con- 
tinued above twelve Years in the principal Office of the 
Company, at the Motion of Sir Edwin Sandys, twenty 
great Shares, or two thouſand Acres of Land, were be- 
ſtowed, as a Gratuity, upon Sir Thomas Smith. But there 
was not the leaſt Notice taken, or Reward given, to Al- 
derman Fohn/on. And theſe Alterations in the Govern- 
ment of the Company gave not only much Satisfaction in 
England, but were alſo received with great Joy in Virginia; 
where the old Officers had been long and bitterly exclaimed 
againſt, by the general Voice of the Colony. But the 
Earl of Warwick was ſo far from gaining 4 the Chan 
that he had now a Perſon of much greater Honour and 
tegrity, and a Gentleman of principal Figure and Intereſt 
in the Nation, to oppoſe his Schemes and Deſigns. For 
altho* Sir Edwin Sandys was much wronged in the Execu- 
tion of his Office, and even ſought to be deterred by Threats 
of Blood, yet they could no way turn him, from a vigorous 
Proſecution and Enquiry into the late Diſorders in Virginia. 
At the Expiration of Gir Thomas Smith's Government, af- 
ter fourſcore thouſand Pounds Expence and twelve Years 
Labour, the Colony conſiſted of about ſix hundred Perſons, 
Men, Women, and Children. And they had about three 
hundred Head of Cattle, ſome Goats, and infinite Num- 
ders of Hogs, both wild and tame. But all the Compa- 
ny's Lands and Plantatiuns were utterly ruined and depo» * 
pulated by Captain A gall, there being only three Tenants 
left thereon, and fix Men of what he called his Guard. 
And notwithſtanding Sir Tomas Smith's Boaſt, that he 0 
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left four thouſand Pounds, for the new Treaſurer to proceed 
upon, yet it was found, upon Examination, that the Com- 
y was above that Sum in Debt. However Sir Eduin 
Sandys, and all the ſounder and more publick-ſpirited Part 
of the Company, applicd themſelves, with a laudable Dili- 
ence and Induſtry, to reform the Abuſes, and by all the 
3 they could deviſe, to ſet forward and advance the 
Plantation. 

SIR George Yeardley, upon his Arrival in Virginia, find- 
ing a great Scarcity of Corn, made it his firſt Cate to ſup- 
ply that Defect. And therefore he wrote to the Treaſurer 
and Company in England, to excuſe him, if he made not 
ſuch Returns in Tobacco, this Year, as might be expected. 
For be was determined, by the Bleſſing of God, to raiſe 
ſuch a plentiful Crop of Corn, that the Colony ſhould not, 
in haſte, be in any further Danger of Want. And about 
the latter End of June, he called the firſt General Aﬀem- 
bly, that was ever held in Virginia. Counties were not yet 
laid off, but they elected their Repreſentatives by Town- 
ſhips. So that the Burroughs of Fames-Town, Henrico, 
Bermuda Hundred, and the reſt, each ſent their Members 
to the Aſſembly. And hence it is, that our Lower Houſe 
of Aſſembly was firſt called the Houſe of Burgeſſes, a 
Name proper to the Repreſentatives of Burroughs or '['owns; 
and it hath, by Cuſtom, ever ſince retained that Appella- 
tion, altho' the Burgeſſes, or Members for Towns and Cor- 
porations, are very few and inconſiderable at preſent, in Com- 
pariſon of the Repreſentatives for Counties. Mr. Beverley 
fays, they ſate in the ſame Houſe with the Governor and 
Council, after the Manner of the Scotch Parliament ; and 
we are told by $-1th, that they debated all Matters, thought 
expedient for the Good of the Colony. The As of this 
General Aflembly were remitted to England, and preſented 
to the Company, to be read in their Court, the 20th of 
March following. For the Company then had the regal 
Power of confirming, or diſanulling our Acts of Aſſembly. 
I can no where find, among the Records now extant, any 
Account of the Particulars, that paſſed. Only Sir Edwin 
Sandys, upon Peruſal of them, atiures the Company, that 
they were very well and judiciouſly formed; but they were 
very intricate, and difficult to be reduced into diſtinct and 
proper Heads, | 

HowEveER we may be certain of this happy Effect, that 
by the Introduction of the 57% %%% Form of Government, 
by Way of Parliament or Aflembly, the People were again 
reſtored to their Birthright, the Enjoyment of Britiſb Li- 
berty ; and that molt grievous and oppreſſive Cullen of 
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Book III. The His Tory of VIRGINIA, 
Trial by Martial Law was thereby, if not at once, yet by 


Degrees, entirely baniſhed and aboliſhed. It is true indeed... 
that before, both by the Royal Charters, and by all other Sir Gorge 


Law and Reaſon, the Engliſb, tranſplanted hither, had a T 
Right to all the Liberties and Privileges of Engliſh Subjects. 
And 2 no Perſon, in his Senſes, would have left the 
Liberty of England, to come hither (in order to improve 
the Commerce, and increaſe the Riches of the Nation) to 
a State of Slavery ; when without that, it was natural to 
ſuppoſe, that they muſt undergo much Hardſhip and La- 
bour. Yet by the Neceſſity of the Times, by the Igno- 
rance of the People, and by the Oppreſſion and Tyranny of 
Governors, yr had, thus far, been deprived of that their 
native Right. But with the Engliſb Form of Government, 
the Engliſh Liberty again revived and flouriſhed ; and to- 
gether with the Nation, they now tranſplanted and diffuſed 
into America their moſt happy Conſtitution. From this 
Time therefore, we may moſt properly date the Original 
of our preſent Conſtitution, by Governor, Council, and 
Burgeſſes ; which altho' defective perhaps in ſome material 
Points, yet 'comes ſo near to the excellent Model of the 
Engliſh Government, that it muſt be the hearty Prayer and 
Defire of all true Lovers of their Country, that it may 
long flouriſh among us and improve. For this happy Change, 
we are Chiefly indebted to the Change of the Officers and 
Governors of the Company in England, and to the Activity 
and Attention of Sir Edwin Sandys, and many other worthy 

Members of the Company, to the Affairs of the Colony. 
THis Summer, they laid off four new Corporations ; 
which encreaſed the Number of their Burroughs, that had 
Right to ſend Members to the Aſſembly, to eleven in all. 
And Japazaws, the King of Patowmack, came to 5 
Town, and invited the Engliſh into his River to trade; for 
a more plentiful Year of Corn had not been known, in a 
long time. But Captain Ward, being ſent thither, was 
treacherouſly dealt with by the Natives; and the thing 
coming to open Hoſtility, he took from them eight hundred 
Buſhels by Force, and fo returned to 3 1. One 
Captain Stallings, this Year, had the Misfortune, firſt to 
bave his Ship caſt away, and not long after to be ſlain, in 
2 private Quarrel, by William Eppes. And the whole 
Colony laboured under ſo great a Mortality, that no leſs 
than three hundred of the ſatableanc dicd within the Year, 
But in Mitigation of this; they had the moſt plentiful Crop 
of Grain, that had ever yet bcen raiſed, ſince the firſt Plan- 
tation of the Country, And in ſeed the Company received 
ſuch an Account of it, as will not eaſily gain Credit; which 
M I there- 
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1619- I therefore leave entirely to the Reader's good Pleaſure, to 
believe or diſbelieve, as he thinks fit; neither ſhould I have 
70 22 related it, had I not found it authentically recorded, in the 
Gerenar, Company's Journals. For by Letters from Virginia, they 
were informed, that they had had two Harveſts of Wheat, | 

the firſt being ſhaken by the Wind, and producing a ſecond; | 

and their Ground was ſo extraordinary fat and good, that | 

they planted Indian Corn upon the Stubble, and had an ex- 

cellent Crop of that. But it muſt be remembered, that 

rare-ripe Corn was the Corn of thoſe Times, and that they Wl / 

uſually had two Crops of it in a Year. ] 
WHILST things were in this State in Virginia, Sir Ed.: 

win Sandys was, by no means, idle or neghgent of hs t 

Charge in England. For turning the whole Bent of his t 
Thoughts, towards the Improvement and Furtherance of WM | 

this noble Enterpriſe, he got a Committee appointed, con- | 

fiſting of Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Edward Harwood, and di- 
8 
tl 
8 
tc 
1 


vers other Knights, Gentlemen, Merchants, and Citizens, 

as well for compiling and reducing the ſtanding Rules and 

Orders, for the Government of their own Company, into 

| one entire Body, as more eſpecially for conſtituting Laws, 

ö and ſettling a Form of Government for Virginia, appoint- 

| ing Magiſtrates and Officers, and declaring their ſeveral Wl fe 

| Functions and Duties. And this was one of the chief Powers Wl th 
and Injunctions of his Majeſty's Letters patent and Inſtruc- Wl la 
tions to the Company. As to the former Part, concerning Wl Pc 
the Government of themſelves, it was eaſily brought to a WM an 
tolerable Head, But the latter being a vaſt Debian, of very u 
great Weight and Difficulty, and comprehending no leſs, Wl di 
than a Project for rearing, conſtituting, and forming a com- vy 
pleat Commonwealth, in all its Parts, it never could, not» Wh act 
withſtanding Sir Edwin Sandys's great Pains and Diligence, ¶ the 
be brought to any ſatisfactory Concluſion. So that Virginia An 
was left to the beſt Means of forming its Government; that WW hu 
is to ſay, to work after the Engliſb Plan, with the Aſſiſtance % 
of Time and Experience, and the united Senſe and Endeæ 

| vours of its Repreſentatives and Officers of State. Sd [2 

| Tu King had formerly iſſued his Letters to the ſeveral I tha 

| Biſhops of the Kingdom, for collecting Money, to erect I var 

and build a College in Virginia, for the training up 

educating Infidel Children in the true Knowledge of God, the 

And accordingly, there had been already paid near fiſteen I teſs 

hundred Pounds towards it, and more was expected to come ¶ the 

in. For beſides other Particulars, Sir Edwin Sandys, upon I And 

ſome Conference with the Biſhop of Litchfield, found, that 

he had never heard of any Collection in his Dioceſe ; but 

he promiſed, as ſoon as he ſhould have a Warrant, to 5 
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Edwin therefore recommended it to the Company, as a 
thing moſt worthy of their Conſideration, both for the Glo- 
ry of God; and their own Honour. And he told them, 
hat it was an Affair of that Weight and Dignity, that they 
muſt expect to render an Account of their Proceedings to the 
State; and that Negligence therein could never eſcape pub- 
lick Notice and Cenſure, eſpecially of thoſe, who had ge- 
nerouſly contributed towards it. He therefore had Sir Dud- 
ley Digges, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir Fohn Molſtenbolme, Mr. 
Deputy Farrar, Dr. Anthony, and Dr. Gul/tone, appointed 
a Committee, to meet, as he ſhould order and direct, and 
to conſult thereupon. And he likewiſe moved and obtained, 
that ten thouſand Acres of Land ſhould be laid off for the 
Univerſity at Henrico, a Place formerly reſolved on for that 
Purpoſe. This was intended, as well tor the College for the 
Education of Indians, as alſo to lay the Foundation of a 


Seminary of Learning for the Engliſb. In Conſequence of 


Summer, and fifty more the Beginning of the next Year, 
to be ſeated on theſe College Lands, as Tenunts at Halves. 
They were to have half the Profit of their Labour to them- 
ſelves, and the other half was to go, towards forwarding 
the Building, and the Maintenance of the Tutors and Scho- 
hrs. And as a Man's Labour was then computed at ten 
Pounds Sterling a Year, it was intended, hereby to eſtabliſh 
an annual Revenue of five hundred Pounds, for this good 
and pious Work. Mr. George Thorpe alſo, a Kinſman of 
dir Thomas Dale's, being a Gentleman of his Majeſty's Pri- 
y Chamber, and one of the Council in England for Virginia, 
accepted of the Place, and was ſent over the next Spring, as 
the Company's Deputy and Superintendant for the College. 
And for his Entertainment and Support, they granted three 
hundred Acres of Land, to be for ever annexed and belong- 
ng to that Place, with ten Tenants thereon, 

N a great and general Quarter Court of the Company, 
held in November this Year, Sir Edwin Sandys told them, 
that his Duty and Inclination running equally for the Ad- 
vancement of this good Action, he had many things to lay 
before them. And accordingly, he reminded them, that 
the Maintenance of the Publick, in all States, was of no 

Importance, even for the Benefit of private Men, than 
the Root and Body of a Tree are to the particular Branches. 
And he recalled to their Remembrance, how by the admi- 
Table Care and Diligence of two worthy Knights, Sir Wo- 
mas Gates and Sir Thomas Dale, the publick Eſtate and Re- 
venue of the Company had been ſet forward, in a Way to 
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ther ſo good a Deſign, with the utmoſt Diligence. Sir 1619. 


theſe Reſolves, Sir Edwin procured fifty Men to be ſent this 


Sir George ; 
eardley, 
Governor 


great Perſection: That the former, Sir Thomas Gates, had 
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the Honour to all Poſterity, to be the firſt named, in his 
Majeſty's Patent and Grant of Virginia, and was alſo the 
firſt, that by his Wiſdom, Induftry, and Valour, accom- 
panied with exceeding Pains and Patience, in the Midſt of 
many Difficulties, had laid the Foundation of the preſent 
proſperous State of the N And the latter, Sir Thomas 
Dale, building upon thoſe Foundations, with great and 
conſtant Severity, had reclaimed, almoſt miraculouſly, thoſe 
idle and diſſolute Perſons, and reduced them to Labour and 


an honeſt Faſhion of Life: That proceeding with great 


Zeal for the good of the Company, he had laid off publick 
Lands, to yield them a ſtanding Revenue; placed Servants 
thereon, as alſo upon other publick Works, for the Com- 

ny's Uſe; eſtabliſhed an annual Rent of Corn from the 
Fear, and of Tribute from the Barbarians ; together 
with a great Stock of Cattle, Goats, and other Animals : 
That this had ſince been the Occaſion of drawing ſo many 

rivate Plantations, to ſeat in Virginia; upon Hope and 
Promiſe of Plenty of Corn and Cattle, to be lent them by 
the Publick, for their Eaſe and Benefit, at their firſt Art- 
val : But that ſince their Times, all this publick Proviſion 


had been utterly laid waſte and deſtroyed : And that beſides, 


for about an hundred Perſons, which appeared to have been 
ſcnt, at the Company's Charge, within the two or three 
laſt Years, Sir George Yeardley wrote Word, that, at his 
Arrival, only three could be found, remaining to the Publick: 

THAT as to the Means and Cauſes of theſe Dilapida- 
tions, he doubted not, but that hereafter, in due time, they 
would be made fully manifeſt ; but that he forbore, at pre- 
ſent to touch upon them, leſt he ſhould, by Glance of 
Speech, give Offence to any Perſon preſent (for Captain 
Argall, the known Author thereof, was then in Court) 
But as to the Remedies of theſe Miſchiefs, he related to 
them, what Methods had been already taken, For where 
as, not much above three Years before, there had been re- 
mitted from Virginia twelve ſeveral Commodities, ſold 
openly in Court, to the great Honour of the Action, and 
Encouragement of the Adventurers; yet ſince that time, 
there had been little returned, worth ſpeaking of, except 
Tobacco and Saſſafras; to which the People there applied 
themſelves ſo entirely, that they would have been reduced 


to the Neceſſity of ſtarving, the laſt Vear, had not the 
Magazine ſupplied them with Corn and Cattle from England: 


That this had been the Occaſion of ſtopping and diſcourag- 
ing many Hundreds of People, who were providing to te- 
move themſelves thither : "That frequent Letters had there: 
fore been ſent, from the Council there to the Governor in 
Virginia, to reſtrain that immoderate planting of Tony 
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Book ITT. The HISTORY of VIRGINIA: 
and to cauſe the People to apply themſelves to other and 


bettet Commodities: And that he had alſo, by the Advice — 
and Conſent of the Council, and according to an Order now Sir Gewrge 


to be propoſed, cauſed to be drawn a new Covenant, to be 
mſerted in all future Grants of Land, that the Patentees 
ſhould not apply themſelves, wholly, or chiefly, to To- 
bacco, but to other Commodities, therein ſpecified ; an 
Example whereof they would now ſee, in a Patent, lying 
before them for their Approbation. 

BuT altho' they had been, by no means, negligent in 
theſe Affairs, yet he ſaid, that his principal Care and Stud 
had been employed, to ſet up again and reſtore the public 
Stock and Revenue, to as great, or a greater Degree of 
perfection, than they had heretofore been at. And to that 
End, he recounted, how three thouſand Acres of Land had 
been laid off, for the Governor ; twelve thouſand for the 
Company ; and ten thouſand, for the Univerſity at Henrico, 
And that ſeventy two Perſons had already been placed on the 
Company's Land, fifty three on the Governor's, and fifty 
on the College's ; an hundred and ſeventy five in all. But 
not content with this, he told them, that he had ſtill ſome 
farther Propoſitions to make to them, 

Ax p firſt, he propoſed to them, that theſe Tenants for 
the publick might, the next Spring, be encreaſed to the 
Number of three hundred ; an hundred for the Company's 
Land, an hundred for the College, and an hundred for the 


| Governor, who ſhould be obliged, at the Expiration of his 


Office, to leave the ſame Number to his Succeſſor ; which 
would thereby raiſe a ſtanding Revenue of a thouſand Pounds 
a Year, and eaſe the Company of all further Expence for 
his Proviſion and Entertainment. And whereas Care had 
been, and ftill ſhould be taken, during his Office, to ſend 
over to theſe Lands, divers ſtaid and diſcreet Perſons, he 
propoſed, in the ſecond Place, that an hundred Boys and 
Girls, of about twelve or thirteen Years of Age, might be 
ſent to be their Servants and Apprentices ; in the Charge 
whereof, he hoped, that the honourable City of Londen 
would partake with the Company, as they had formerly 
done. And becauſe he underſtood, that the People in Vir- 
ginia, tho? ſeated there in their Perſons for ſome few Years, 
yet were not ſettled in their Minds, nor intended to make 
it their Place of Reſt and Continuance, but propoſed, after 
having got ſome Wealth, to return again to England, which 
tended to the utter Overthrow and Diffolution of the Plan- 
tation; he therefore adviſed, and made it his third Propo- 
lition, that there ſhould be ſent over one hundred Maids, 


young and uncorrupt, to make Wives for tho Inhabitants z 


Governor, 
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that Wives, Children, and Families, might render them 


less moveable, and fix and ſettle them, together with their 


Sir Gorge 
Yeardley, 
Governor, 


Poſterity, in that Soil: And that ſuch'of theſe Maids, ag 
were married to the publick Farmers, ſhould be tranſported 
at the Company's Expence ; but if any were marricd to 
others, that then thoſe, who took them to Wife, ſhould 
repay the Company their Charges of Tranſportation. And 
in Conſequence of this Propoſition, ninety Maids were ac- 
cordingly ſent the following Spring. As to the. Manner of 
tranſporting theſe Perſons, to make up five hundred in all 
for the Publick, he propoſed in the fourth Place, that they 
ſhould not hire Shipping, as heretofore, ſince each Ship, 
at its Return, in bare Freight and Wages, emptied the 

ublick Cath of eight hundred, and ſometimes a thouſand 
Pounds ; but that they ſhould, as he had already done this 
preſent Year, take the Advantage of the Ships trading to 
Newfoundland, and ſo tranſport them, at ſix Pounds a Per- 
ſon, without any after Reckonings. Fifthly, he propoſed, 
the ſending twenty Heifers, for every hundred "Tenants, 
threeſcore in the Whole; which, with their Breed, might 
ſoon raiſe them a tolerable Stock; and which he had Hopes 
of having tranſported, taking the Opportunity of Shipping 


in the Veſtern Parts, at ten Pounds a Head, to be delivered 


in Virginia. 

LASTLY, as to the Charges, he obſerved to them, that 
there never could be a more proper Time, for ſuch large 
Tranſportations, than the preſent; Corn being ſo exceeding- 
ly cheap and plentiful at home, and there being, by their 
Advices from Virginia, ſo great Promiſes of an excellent Crop 


there. And he alſo ſhewed, how much the Company was 


bound, to give Thanks to Almighty God, for all his Blef- 
ſings, who continually raiſed Means, to ſupport and carry 
on this great Work; and he particularly mentioned one um- 
known Gentleman alone, who promiſed five hundred Pounds, 
on Demand, for the Converhon and Education of three- 
ſcore Indian Children ; and that he had likewiſe, upon his 
Letters, received Aſſurance from ſundry Parts, and ſome 
of them very remote, that if they proceeded with the Un- 
dertaking, they ſhould not want for Money. But not to 
rely upon ſuch precarious Funds and Hopes, he related to 
them, particularly, the ſeveral Ways and Means, by which 
the Money would ariſe. And he eſtimate} the whole 
Charge, at four thouſand Pounds, to be done ſparingly 5 
and bountifully, at five thouſand. He alſo promiſed, not 
to leave the Company one Penny in Debt, for any Act or 
Thing, to be performed within his Year ; and that he 
would moreover diſcharge three thouſand Pounds of {or mer 
J 0 a 1 6 Debts, 
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Debts, according to the Stock, left at the time of his com- 


ing to his Place. And theſe things done, he hoped, the — r 


Publick would again be fully rcſtored, a Foundation laid 
for a future great State, the Adventurers and Planters well 
comforted and encouraged, and all Matter of Scandal and 
Reproach to them and the Enterpriſe removed. And fo 
he concluded, by recommending theſe Points to their moſt 
ſerious Conſideration, and the whole Enterpriſe to the Bleſ- 
ſing of Almighty God. Theſe Propoſitions, which had 
been before made in two ſeveral Courts, and were now re- 
peated at the particular Detire of ſome noble Lords preſent, 
were received with that Applauſe, they well deſerved ; and 
they paſſed, upon the Queſtion, with an unanimous Appro- 
bation, alt ho Bir hn Holſten helme, in a former Court, had 
made ſome vain Exceptions againſt them. And Sir Edtuin 
Sandys, with ap extreme Care and Diligence, ſaw them all 
afterwards put cficctually into Execution. 

Bur beſides theſe reputable People, to be tranſported at 
the Company's Charge, the Treafurer and Council received 
a Letter from his Majeſty, commanding them, forthwith 
to ſend away to Virginia an hundred diſſolute Perſons, which 
Sir Edward Zouch, the Knight Marſhal, would deliver ta 
them. In Obedience to his Majeſty's Command, it was 
reſolve.!, to ſend them over with all Conveniency, to be 
Servants, which Mr. treaſurer underſtood, would be very 
acceptable to the Colony. But as it was November, and 
Shipping, at that Seaſon, not eaſily procured, it was thought 
they could not be ſent off before Fanuary at fooneſt, But 
to ſ.tisfy his Majeſty, the Company agreed to be at the 
Expence of their Maintenance, in the mean while, The 
Tre.ſfurcr was therefore deſired, to deliver this their An- 
ſwer to his Majeſty, by Secretary Calvert. But he was 
told, that the King's Command was urgent, and admitted 
no Delay; and that fifty, at leaſt, muſt with all Speed be 
ſhipped off. And notwithſtanding his juſt Repreſentations, 
how great Inconveniency and Expence would thence accrue 
to the Company ; that they could not well go in leſs than 


four Ships, leſt, being ſo many together, they ſhould mutiny, 


and run away with the Veſſel; that thoſe four Ships, to be 
got thus ſuddenly, without taking Advantage of the Veſlels 
trading to America, would not ſtand the Company in leſs 
than four thouſand Pounds ; and that, notwithſtanding all, 


Ships were not to be procured ſo ſpeedily, at that time of the 


Year, Yet nothing, he could alledge, giving Satisfaction, 
he Company were obliged to appoint a Committee of the 
eputy and other ſelect Merchants, to employ all their En- 


deavours, fox compaſſing Mrs with all poſiible Speed, 


4 Ave 
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And by good Fortune, for the additional Premium of an 
hundred Pounds, they procured a large Ship, to carry 
e them off; but which nevertheleſs could not ſail before 
February, 

THOSE, who are acquainted with Hiſtory, and know, 
with how high and e, ane. a Hand, this King ſometimes 
carried it, even with his Parliaments, will not be ſurpriſed, 
to find him thus unmerciful inſult a private Company, and 
load them, againſt all Law, with the Maintenance and ex- 
traordinary Expence of tranſporting ſuch Perſons, as he 
thought proper to baniſh and that perhaps, without any 
colourable Pretext, or ſufficient Warrant of Law at that 
time. And I cannot but remark, how early that Cuftom 
aroſe, of tranſporting looſe and diſſolute Perſons to Virgi- 
nia, as a Place of Puniſhment and Diſgrace ; which altho' 
originally deſign'd for the Advancement and Increaſe of the 
Colony, yet has certainly proved a great Prejudice and 
Hinderance to it's Growth. For it hath laid one of the 
fineſt Countries in Britiſh America, under the unjuſt Scandal 
of being a mere Hell upon Earth, another Siberia, and only 
fit for the Reception of Malefactors and the vileſt of the 
People. So that few People, at leaſt few large Bodies of 
People, have been induced, willingly. to tranſport them- 
' ſelves to fuch a Place; and our younger Siſters, the Nor- 
thern Colonies, have accordingly profited thereby. For 
this is one Cauſe, that they have outſtripped us ſo much, 
in the Number of their Inhabitants, and in the Goodneſs 
and Frequency of their Cities and Towns. 

H1s Majeſty had, by his Lettcrs patent, bearing Date 
the 23d of May 1609, granted the Company a“ Freedom 
from all Cuſtom and Subſidy, for twenty one Years, ex- 
„ cepting only five fer Cent, upon all ſuch Goods and 
„ Merchandifes, as ſhould be imported into England, ot 
& any other of his Majeſty's Dommions, according to the 
c ancient Trade of Merchants.” Notwithſtanding this, 
which was intended for the Eaſe and Encouragement of the 
Infant Culony, the Farmers of the Cuſtoms, upon a gene- 
ral Rate made of Tobacco, both Spaniſh and Virginia, at 
ten Shillings the Pound, demanded fix Pence a Pound, 
equally upon all; altho" Spari/h Tobacco was uſually ſold 
at eighteen Shillings a Pound, and ſometimes more, and 
Virginia would ſeldom bear above three or four Shillings 
Mr. Jacob alſo, Farmer of the Impoſt upon Tobacco, did 
moſt opprefiively unpoſe another ſix Pence a Pound, con- 
trary to the clear and indubitable Tenor of his Majeſty's 
Grant. And the Company, in June this Year, importing 
twenty thouſand Weight, the whole Crop of the ne 
Lear, 
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ear, had delivered it all into the Cuſtom-houſe, as they 2519. 
were required, that the Tobacco might be weighed, and * ; 
the Cuitom anſwered. But Mr. Jacob, of his own Au- „ 
thority, ſtopped and ſeiſed the Tobacbo, till that Impoſt of — 
fix Pence a Pound ſhould be diſcharged. And this alſo will 
ſoon be perceived by thoſe, who are any thing verſed in the 
Hiſtory of thoſe "Times, to be entirely conſonant to the 
Behaviour of the Cuſtomers then; whoſe Inſolence and ar- 
ditrary Proceedings, ſuppurted by the Royal Authority, 
and even- encreaſed and carried to a greater Height in the 
next Reign, was one of the chief and moſt viſible Cauſes 
of the general Diſcontent of the Nation, and of the unhappy 
Civil War, which enſued. | 

THe Company, being thus wronged and abuſed, appli- 
ed themſelves to the Lords of his Majeſty's Privy Council, 
| and obtained their Letter to Mr. Jacob, to Jeliver the 
Tobacco, upon their entering into Bond to pay him, what- 
ſoever ſhould appear to be his Due, upon Certificate from 
his Majeſty's learned Council, within a Month. But —. | 
rejecting this, and all other Conditions offered by the Com- 
pany, and likewiſe exacting twelve Pence a Pound at Pli- 
mouth, upon the Somer-Iſlands Tobacco, it was reſolved to 
try the Strength of their Charter, and to enter an Action 
againſt him for the Damage, which was already computed 
at two thouſand five hundred Pounds Sterling. But after- 
wards, conſidering, that their Commodity was very periſh- 
able, and that their Suit could not be determined that 
Michaelmas Term, they altered their Method of Proceed- 
ing, and by the Advice of a great Lord of the Privy Coun- 
cil to Sir Edwin Sandys, they brought the Matter before 
the Council Board ; where, upon the Attorney-General's 
delivering his Opinion nts that the Company, by their 
Letters patent, were free from all Impoſition, after 
ſome Delay and Chicanry of Mr. Jacob, it was ordered, 
| upon a full Hearing of the Allegations on both Sides, that 
he ſhould deliver the Tobacco to the Company, paying all 

lawful Dutics appertaining thereto. And thus, at length, 
| they regained their Goods out of the Hands of this Harpy ; 
; but were obliged to ſet filently by the great Loſs and Da- 
mage, occaſioned partly, by impairing it's Worth throu 
| Drying and other Corruption, and partly by the Fall of the 
| Price, upon the Sale of Engliſh Tobacco, made fince it's 
| Importation. To which was added the daily Expectation 
| of more, both from Virginia and the Somer-[and which 
rendered the Market ſo mean and dead, that they were ſadly 
| puzzled and perplexed, how to diſpoſe of it. And at laſt, 
| ater many Schemes and Efforts to raiſe the Price, they were 
| obliged 
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1619. obliged to fell it very low, and were conſiderable Loſer 
| by it, 

Sir George TIT was one peculiar Mark and Property of this Family 
_ - of our Kings, that they were always craving, and for ever 
1620. poor and in Want, notwithitanding the frequent Contribu- 


tions of the People, to ſome of them eſpecially ; the Rea- 
ſons of which, it lies not within my Province at preſent, to 
open and explain. And dener d King James, notwith. 
ſanding his natural Antipathy to Tobacco, began now to 
taſte the Sweets of the Revenue, ariſing from it; and was 
therefore very ill ſatisfied, with this Determination of the 
Privy Council. For in the very Beginning of the next 
Year, within a Month after, naked Colour, that ſome Sha. 
niſb Tobacco had fold at twenty Shillings a Pound, he de- 
manded of the Company twelve Pence a Pound, Cuſtom 
and Impoſt, for theirs. But it was unanimouſly agreed, to 
ſtand reſolutely upon the Privilege of their Charter, which 
they could not give up or betray, without the greateſt 
Breach of their Truſt and Duty. And therefore, as Vir. 
| wag Tobacco had never been actually ſold for more, than 

ve Shillings a Pound, but generally much lower, they 
ſubmitted to pay three Pence a Pound Cuſtom, which was 


full five per Cent. on their higheſt Price. But however, to 


avoid all Conteſt with the King, as his Majeſty had given 
Order for prohibiting, by Proclamation, the planting En 


gliſb Tobacco for five Years enſuing, they agreed, in Retum 


to that his Majeſty's Favour, during the ſaid Term of five 
Years, if the Guo took Effect, and continued fo 
long, to add nine Pence a Pound more, and thereby to make 
it up twelve Pence; which was the Full of his Majcſty's 
Demand, tho' not in the ſame Form. But it was con- 
ceived, unleſs this Offer, and the true Meaning thereof, 
ſhould be entered, as an Act, in the Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Treaſury's Books, it would be very difficult, at the 


Expiration of the five Years, to withdraw the Payment, 


but continuing ſo long, it might be demanded for ever, 3 
due from the Company to the King. They therefore ap- 
pointed a Committee, to repair to the Clerk of the Council, 
and to take Care, that this Bargain be exactly recorded, and 
alſo to procure a Copy of the ſaid Record, to he entered in 
the Company's Journals. But as to the Farm of the Im- 
poſt on "Tobacco, the Refuſal whereof the King, at the 
ſame time, offered them, they held it inconvenient at pre- 
ſent to be undertaken ; but not entirely to reje& his Ma- 
jefly's Offer, they permitted ſome of their Society, to jon 
for a Part, in the Compiny's Name, but in Reality, for 
their own proper Uſe and Behoof, | 
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T Trade of Virginia had been thus far reſtrained, and 


19% 


1620. 


kept in the Adventurers Hands, except a few Interlopers, — f 
that ſtraggled in by Chance; and the Method of carrying 2 π⁹ . 
on this Trade was thus. Every Adventurer, that pleaſed, G0. — 


ſubſcribed, what he thought proper, to a Roll; which 
Money, together with a certain Sum perhaps, contributed 
out of the publick Caſh of the Company, made their Ca- 
pital or Stock. With this they bought Goods, and ſent 
them to the Cape-Merchant in Virginia, who had, long 
before this, loſt his original Office of being Keeper of the 

blick Storehouſes, and was become the Company's chief 
actor. The Cape-Merchant, having ſold theſe Goods to 
the Inhabitants, for Tobacco or other Commodities, re- 
mitted the Effects to England. This Society for Trade, 
called the Magazine, was a diſtinct Body from the publick 
Company; but always under its Controle, as it received 
its Being and Authority from the Company, and as the 
Joint-Stock of the Company was always the greateſt and 
principal Adventurer in it. Alderman Johnſon had ever 
been at the Head of this Magazine, under the Title of Di- 
rector; and ſince the Removal of himſelf and Sir Thomas 
Smith from their Offices, it had been the Subject of much 
Faction and Diſcord. For they had made many Difficulties, 
in ſubmitting to the Orders of the Company, concerning 


the Place of their Meetings; had neglected to bring their 


Accounts to an Audit, tho” very clear and lay kept; and 
had delayed and kept off the making any Dividend; which 
things had cauſed much Diſturbance and Diſſention. To 
remove therefore ſuch a Block of Offence, it was now a» 
greed to diſſolve this Magazine, and to leave the Trade free 
and open to all ; only with this Proviſo, that the Goods of 
the Magazine, then upon Hand in Virginia, ſhould be firſt 
fold off, before any of the ſame Kinds ſhould be vended. 
Bur the Diligence, Vigor, and Fidelity of Sir Edwin 
Sandys, and of others of the Company, had now raiſed the 
Reputation of the Action very high. And accordingly there 
had been preſented, by an unknown Perſon, the former 
Year, a Communion Cup, with a Cover and Caſe, a Tren- 
cher Plate for the Bread, a Carpet of Crimſon Velvet, and 
a Damaſk Table-Cloth, for the Uſe of the College ; and 
another had given a fair Sett of Plate, with other rich Or- 
naments, to Mrs. Mary Robinſon's Church, who had, the 
Year before, bequeathed two hundred Pounds, towards the 
Building of it. And now, in the Beginning of this Year, 
another unknown Perſon ſent five hundred Pounds, direct- 
ed; To Sir Edwin Sandys, the faithful Treaſurer of Virgi- 
nia. This was for the Maintenance of a convenient Num- 
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75 Gave the Chriſtian Religion ; and then to be trained and brought 
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1620. ber of young Indians, from ſeven or under, to twelve Years 
of Age, to be inſtructed in Reading and the Principles of 


+ as BN up in ſome lawful Trade, with all Gentleneſs and Humani. 


Men in Virginia, o 


ty, till they attained the Age of twenty one ; and after that, 
to have and enjoy the like Liberties and Privileges, with the 
native Engliſh in Virginia. And he likewiſe ſent fifty Pound, 
to be given into the Hands of two religious and worthy Per. 
ſons, who ſhould, every Quarter, examine and. certify, to 
the Treaſurer in England, the due Execution of this De- 
ſign, together with the Names of the Children, and of their 
Tutors and Overſeers. This Charity, the Company thought 
not proper, to entruſt to private Hands, but committed 
the Management of it to Smith's Hundred chiefly. This 
lay in the Parts above Hampton, up into Warwick, and 
was ſo called, in Honour to Sir Thomas Smith. But after 
this, Sir Themas, with the Earl of J/arwick, and the reſt 
of that Faction, ſold out their Shares in this, and other pri- 
vate Plantations, and only reſerved their Part in the Com- 
pany's publick Stock, in order to be preſent, and to have 
a Vote at their Courts, Wherefore this was afterwards 
changed to the Name of Southampton Hundred; either in 


Honour to the Earl of Southampton, their next Treaſurer, 


or rather, as that Nobleman became the chief Adventurer 


In the Plantation. And further, for the better procuring 
and retaining the Indian Children, the Company ordered a 


Treaty and Agreement to be made with Opechancanough, 
and authoriſed Sir George Yeardley, to make him ſuch Pre- 
ſents, out of the Magazine, as would be moſt grateful to 
him, and beſt promote the Deſign. Mr. Nicholas Farrar, 
the Elder, (Father, as I take it, to the preſent and ſuc- 
ceeding Deputy-Treaſurer of the mae] alſo bequeath- 
ed three hundred Pounds, for converting Infidel Children 
In Virginia, He ordered this to be paid into the Hands of 
Sir Edwin Sandys, and Mr. John Farrar, at ſuch time, 3s 
it ſhould appear by Certificate, that ten Indian Children 
were placed in the College; and then, by them to be dil- 


poſed of, according to his true Intent and Meaning. And 


in the mean time, he obliged his Executors to pay eight p#r 
Cent. for the Money, to be given to three ſeveral honeſt 

f good Life and Fame, and ſuch as dir 
Edwin Sandys and Mr. Fohn Farrar ſhould approve of, each 


to bring up one of the ſaid Children, in the Grounds and 


Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. ; 
THERE was, at this time, a great Scarcity of Cura in 
Virginia; there being but five Miniſters — eleven Bur- 
Joughs, each of which, being ſome very diſtant from _ 
| other, 
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other, was erected into a diſtin Pariſh. The Company 1620. 
indeed had before, in their Charter by Sir George Yeardley, ,.. 


* 


$ , 
f taken Care of a handſome Proviſion for the C ergy For > George | 
t they had ordered an hundred Acres of Land, in each of the — 2 


.” 


Burroughs, to be laid off for a Glebe; and that there 
ſhould, for their further Maintenance, be raiſed a ſtanding 
and certain Revenue, out of the Profits of each Pariſh, ſo 
as to make every Living at leaſt two hundred Pounds Ster- 
ling a Year. And this Stipend I find, two Years after, ſet- 
ted in the following Manner: That the Miniſter ſhould 
receive Yearly fifteen hundred Weight of Tobacco, and 
fxteen Barrels of Corn, which was then eſtimated at two 
hundred Pounds Sterling : That this ſhould be raiſed by ten 
Pounds of Tobacco and a Buſhel of Corn a Head, for every 
labouring Man or Boy, above ſixteen Years of Age; pro- 
vided, it did not exceed fifteen hundred Weight of To- 
bacco and ſixteen Barrels of Corn: But if any Plantation 
was not able, to make up that Quantity, by ten Pounds of 
Tobacco and a Buſhel of Corn a Head, that, in ſuch Cafe, 
the Miniſter ſhould be contented with leſs, according ta 
the Number of Tithables. And now, for a farther En- 
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, couragement, that pious, learned, and painful Miniſters 
might be invited to go over, the Company ordered fix Te- 
| nants to be placed on each of thoſe Glebes, at the publick 
Expence ; and they applied to the Biſhop of , for 
his Help and Aſſiſtance in procuring proper Miniſters, which 
N his Lordſhip readily promiſed, and undoubtedly performed. 
| For he had ever been a great Favourer and Promoter of 
the Plantation, and had hiimſelf alone collected and paid in 
a thouſand Pounds towards the College; which he would 
not permit the Company to diminiſh, by a Preſent to his 
; Regiſter, who had been very active and uſeful in the Col- 
lection. And for this, and other his Deſerts towards them, 
he was made free of the Company, and choſen one of his 
| Majeſty's Council for Virginia. 
s: the Country was very defenceleſs and unfortified, and 
| as the Intereſts and Improvements of the Inhabitants were 
now much encreaſed, and become conſiderable, they began 
to grow uneaſy in that Particular; and they wrote to the 
Treaſurer and Company in England, to procure them fkil- 
ful Engineers, to raiſe F, ortifications; promiſing, themſelves 
to bear the Charge of it. Wherefore, to give them pre- 
ſent” Satisfaction, and as regular Fortifications, to endure 
Aſſault and Battery, were not ſo needful, as the chuſirig 
and improving ſome Places of natural Strength and Advan- 
tage, Sir Thomas Gates was entreated by the Company, as 
well in Regard of his military Skill, as of his Knowledge Fd 
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the Country, to write them his private Letters of Advice 


nd Direction. And he was alſo defired, together with Sie 
Sir George Nathaniel Rich, to confer with General Cecil about it, a. 


eardley, 
Governor; 


nother eminent and military Member of their Society, and 
oungeſt Son to the famous Lord Treaſurer Burleigh; who 
ikewiſe promiſed, if other Methods failed, to write them 
ſuch particular Directions and Inſtructions, that they might 
eaſily themſelves proceed. To them was afterwards added 
Sir — Vere, who was eſteemed the Perſon of the 
reateſt military Skill and Reputation of any in that unwar- 
ike Age. He was therefore, this Summer; ſent Com- 
mander of the ſingle Regiment, which King Fames, in his 
great Wiſdom, thought fit to furniſh out, for the Relief and 
Suppott of his diſtreſſed Son in Law, the Palatine of the 
Rhine. For altho' General Cecil had been firſt deſigned for 
that Service, yet he was afterwards laid aſide, and this 
Gentleman appointed in his Room. 
THe Governor and Council, in Virginia, had ſettled 
and allowed certain Fees to the Secretary, which were, this 


Year, ſent to England for Confirmation. But the Treaſu- 


rer and Company were become, from the late Exactions, 
very jealous and cautious. in that Point; and did moreover 
judge thoſe Fees to be very oppreſſive and intolerable. And 


© therefore, for the Eaſe of the Colony, they declared, that 


the Secretary ſhould receive no Fees at all ; but in Recom- 
pence of lf rhe they allotted five hundred Acres of 
Land, for him arid his Succeſſors, with twenty Tenants 
thereon. This was laid off on the Eaſtern Shore, and the 


Grant was afterwards enlarged. But whereas Captain - 


gall, in the time of his Suſpenſion from the Place of Ad- 
miral, had deputed Abraham Peirſey, the Cape-Merchant, 
to be his Vice-Admiral, the Company declared that De- 


putation, to be utterly void and unlawful, and committed 


the Execution of that Office, to the Governor and Council 


of State, and to ſuch under them, as they ſhould authoriſe 


and appoint. n 
THERE had been many ſcandalous Reports ſpread (at 

was intimated in a private Letter to Mr. Bland, a very con- 

ſiderable Merchant of the Company) of the Barrenneſs and 


| i axe ore of the Soil in Virginia. And it alſo had been one 


eſpecial Piece of Captain Argall's Policy, in order to diſ- 


hearten and diſgrace the Company, to vilify the Country, 
both by himſelf and his Engines, and to repreſent it as leſs 
fertile, than the moſt barran arable Lands in England. And 
altho* theſe Aſperſions were ſufficiently contradicted by his 
own former Letters and Reports, yet, for a fuller Anſwer 
to them, a Commiſſion was ſent to Virginia, and a ee 

made 
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made upon Oath, of the Strength and Goodneſs of the Soil. 1620. 
But as Malice is more induſtrious than Truth, theſe unjuſt C0 
Scandals prevailed but too much, and diſcouraged many Sir George | 
Adventurers from making their Tranſportations. To ob- Lari 
viate therefore all ſuch ill Conſequences, it was reſolved GY 
upon the Motion, and committed to the Care, of Sir Ed- 

win Sandys and Dr. H/inftone, to prepare and publiſh a ſmall 

Book, containing a Refutation of all ſuch flanderous Re- 

ports; and to adjoin, at the End, an alphabetical Index of 

the Adventurers Names. This laſt had a double Uſe. For, 

in the firſt Place, it did great Honour to the Enterpriſe, by 

ſhewing, that many of the chief Perſons in the Nation, for 

Wiſdom, Fortune, and Dignity, were deeply concerned in, 

and great Encouragers of it. And next, as this Index was 

drawn from Sir Thomas Smith's Books, which were ve 

careleſly kept and incorrect, it gave the Alarm to all ſuch, 

as had paid in their Monies to him, and found themſelves 

omitted in this Liſt. And it accordingly made them bring 

in his Receipts, or Bills of Adventure ; whereby many Sums 

of Money appeared to have been received by him, which 

could otherwiſe never have been made out by his Books, 

er proved by any other Method. 
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5600. H E Time of Sir Edwin Sandys's Office bei 
We 222 expired, there was held a great and gener 
—4 te” 85 T Quarter Court of Election, at Mr. Deputy 
Governor. RH Farrar's Houſe, in St. Sithe's Lane, on the 17th 
of May, conſiſting of three Earls, one Viſcount, 
four Lords, thirty Knights, ſeveral Doctors and Eſquires, 
and largely above an hundred other Gentlemen, Merchants, 
and Citizens. To this ſplendid Meeting, Sir Edwin Sandy 
made a long and very handſome Speech, laying before them 
the State of their Affairs, at the time of his Acceſſion ta 
the Office of Treaſurer, and then. In this he was naturally 
led to ſet forth, as well the Negligence and bad Govern- 
ment at home, as particularly the vaſt Loſs and Damage, 
which the Company had ſuſtained, in the time of their De- 
puty Governor, Captain Argall. And he informed them, 
that there had, within his Year, been ſet out eight Ships at 
the Company's Expence, and four others by private Adven- 
turers ; and that theſe Ships had tranſported twelve hundred 
and fixty one Perſons, whereof ſix hundred and fifty were 
for the publick Uſe, and the other ſix hundred and eleven 


for private Plantations. He alſo gave them an Account of 


the ſeveral Gifts, which had been made, this Year, for 
pious Uſes ;- and of the many Patents, that had paſſed to 


various private Adventurers and their Aſſociates, ww. you 
C - 
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undertaken, to tranſport to Virginia, great Multitudes of 1620. 


People, with much Cattle. And he recounted to them the 


ple off from their greedy and immoderate Purſuit of To- - 
bacco, and to turn them to other more uſeful and neceſſa 
Commodities: That for this Purpoſe, an hundred and fifty 
perſons had been ſent, to ſet up three Iron Works: That 
Directions had been given for making Cordage, as well of 
Hemp and Flax, as more eſpecially of Silk-graſs, which 
grew there naturally in great Abundance, and was found, 
upon Experience, to make the beſt Cordage and Line in 
the World ; and that therefore each Family had been or- 
dered and obliged, to ſet an hundred Plants of it, and the 
Governor himſelf five thouſand ; That, beſides, it had been 
recommended to them, to make Pitch and Tar, together 
with Pot and Soap-Aſhes, and to provide Timber of all 
Sorts, for Shipping, and other Uſes; to which End, ſuffi- 
cient Men and Materials had been ſent over, for erecting 
ſundry Sawing-Mills : That the ee abounding in Mul- 
berry Trees of the beſt Sort, whereon ſome Silkworms had 
been found naturally; producing excellent Silk, they had 
therefore preſſed upon them the Culture and Improvement 
of that Manufacture; and that his Majeſty, now the ſecond 
time, after the Miſcarriage of the former, had beſtowed 
upon the Company Plenty of Silk worm Seed, of the beſt 
Sort, out of his own Store: That moreover, as the Coun- 
try yielded naturally a wonderſul Variety of excellent Grapes, 
there had been ſent divers ſkilful Vignerons, together with 
Store of Vine Slips, of the beſt European Kinds: And laſt- 
ly, that the Salt- Works, which had been ſuffered to run 
to Decay, were again reſtored and ſet up ; and that there 
were now Hopes of ſuch Plenty, as not only to ſerve the 
Colony for the preſent, but alſo ſhortly to ſupply the great 
Fiſhery on thoſe American Coalts. 

He then exhibited to the Court the Book of his Accounts, 
examined and approved by five of the ſeven publick Auditors 
of the Company, the other two being abſent. And he fur- 
ther declared, that for any Buſineſs, done within his Year, 
he had not left the Company, to his Knowledge, one Pen- 
ny in Debt, except perhaps the Remain of ſome Charges, 
which had not been delivered in, or were not yet become 
due; and that he had alſo left in Stock twelve hundred 

ounds more, than had been left to him the former Year. 
And next, he proceeded to inform the Company of the De- 
puty's Accounts, who himſfelt preſented them, exactly kept, 
aſter the Manner of Merchants, in three Books, ſubſcribed 
and approved, as well by mY Company's Committes, * 


ſeveral Methods, which had been taken, to draw the Peo- Sr George 
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Sir George 


Yeardley 
Governor, 
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all the Auditors. And then Sir Edwin Sandys went on, and- 
told the Court, that he could not but greatly commend 
Mr. Deputy-Treaſurer's Fidelity, Care, and Induſtry ; who, 
to the Neglect of his own private Affairs, had beſtowed 
his whole Time, together with the great Help and Afi. 
tance of his Brothers, on the Buſineſs of his Office, which 
he had diſcharged, with wonderful Exactneſs, and an in- 
credible Diligence and Labour. And laſtly, he concluded, 
with his reſpective Thanks to the ſeveral Orders of the 
Company : Firſt, to the Company in general, for their 
good Opinion and Affection, in chuſing him their Treafu- 
rer: Then, particularly to the Lords, for their frequent 
Preſence, to the great Grace and Honour of the Court, 
and Furtherance of the Enterpriſe : Next, to the Officer, 
for their Fidelity and Diligence, in joining with him to ſup- 

ort the great Burthen of the Company's Buſineſs : And 
aſtly to the Court, for their Goodneſs and Patience, in 
bearing with his involuntary Errors and other Infirmities, 
After which, delivering up his Office, together with the 
Seals, he defired them to proceed to their Election, accord- 
ing to the Meſſage, lately received from his Majeſty ; and 
thereupon withdrew himſelf out of Court. 

Fo R at the Beginning of this Court, before they had en- 
tered upon any Buſineſs, a Gentleman from the King pre- 
ſented himſelf to the Board, and ſignified ; that it was his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure, out of his eſpecial Care and Affection 
for the Colony, that the Company ſhould elect one of the 
four, which he ſhould name to them, and no other, tobe 
their Treaſurer. Theſe were Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Thomas 
Roe, Mr. Alderman Fohnſon, and Mr. Maurice Abbot. vir 
Thomas Smith and Alderman Johnſon had before been in 
their chief Offices, and the Company conceived themſelves 
to have little Reaſon, to be ſatished with their Conduct and 
Proceedings. But in Virginia more eſpecially, where the 
Effects of their Management had been more ſenſibly felt, 
they were notoriouſly infamous, and utterly deteſted and 
curſed by the whole Colony. So that this may be looked 


upon as an additional Inſtance of the unhappy Turn of that 


Monarch, in his Choice of publick Officers. Sir Thomas 
Roe was indeed, an eminent Perſon, a Man of Letters, and 
a very great Traveller, and is well known to the Learned, 
by the Intimacy and Dearneſs, that was between him and 
Dr. Donne, Dean of St. Paul's; who was himſelf after- 
wards one of the Company, and of his Majeſty's Council 
for Virginia. But Sir Thomas Roe is molt noted, for his 
Embaſly from King James to the Court of the great Mogul, 
and for his Journal of that Embaſſy, a moſt judicious and 

exquiſite 
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exquiſite Book Travels. But fince his Return from the 1620. 
Great Mogul's Court, he had been concerned in the Cuſ- — 
toms, and was likewiſe well known, to have had a long and 0 — 
intimate Friendihip with Sir Thomas Smith; both which, be- g 1 
ing ſuſpicious Circumſtances to the Virginia Company, would 
but little contribute towards recommending him to their 
Choice. As to Mr. Abbot, little is known of him ; only that 
| he was a Merchant, and may ſeem, from ſome obſcure Cir- 
cumſtances, to have been of Kin to his Grace, Dr. George 
tat, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury. . 
' Bu T the greateſt Obſtacle to the Election of either of 


* — — Y . 1 
* 


0 theſe Gentlemen, was, that the Company had, almoſt una- 
„ nimouſly, caſt their Eye upon the Earl of Southampton for 
; WH their future Treaſurer, a Nobleman of eminent Quality, 
- WH Grandſon to the Lord Chancellor Mriotheſiy, (one of King 
4 WY Henry VIII's Executors, and of the Regents during the 
Minority of Edward VI.) and Father to the great and vir- 
WY tuous Earl and Duke of Southampton, in the Reigns of 
e Charles the Firſt and Second. He is alſo famed in Hiſtory, 
„bor his Friendſhip to the unfortunate Earl of Eſſex, by whoſe 
4 WW Raſhneſs and Impetuoſity, he was betrayed into ſome un- 

warrantable Actions; and was therefore, at the ſame time 
WF with that Nobleman, condemned to Death, but pardoned 
y Queen So, and kept in Priſon, during her Life. 
le was, in Truth, an early, conſtant, and great Encou- 
Inger of this Settlement of Virginia, as well as of all other 
e noble Works and Enterpriſes ; and is particularly memora- 
e ble, for his generous Patronage, and ſingle Munificence, to 
* Shake/pear, the Glory and Prodigy of the Englih Stage. 
For he is ſaid to have given him, at one Time, a thouſand 
N BF Pounds, to enable him to go through with a Purchaſe, 
s which he underſtood, he had an Inclination to make. But 
id Wi altho” he had been a ſtrenuous Friend of E/ex's, to all 
i whom King James declared a particular Regard and Obli- 
, WM gation, as that Lord was thought to have acted for his In- 
d tereſts, and altho' he was admitted of the Privy Council, 
ed 3 he but little affected or liked at Court. For his 

riendſhip to the former Earl of EH was continued down 
as to his Son; whoſe hard Uſage, in ſome Meaſure from the 
nd Court, in the Caſe of his Wife, could not but have been 
d, much diſapproved and diſguſted by him. And beſides, a- 


id WF bout this Time, the Encroachinents of the Prerogative, and 
: the avowed Principles of arbitrary Power, began to raiſe a 
cl 


Spirit of Liberty in the Nation; and the Karl of S:uthamp- 
sten, together with the Earls of E/ex and Oxf:rd, were ſoon 
diſtinguiſhed, as the undoubted Hens of the patriot Party 
in che Houſe of Lords; whilſt Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Na- 
de | N 2 thaniel 
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1620. thaniel Rich, Mr. Selden, and others of the Virginia Com. 


— pany, as well as divers Members not of that Company, ſurp⸗ 
„Sir Ceerge appeared with equal Vigor and Reſolution, in the Houſe gf uy 


Zee Commons. eſt 
Govern Bur however the Affections of the Company might — 
ſtand, they were much troubled and perplexed, by this hh 
Meſſage from the King. For ſhould they proceed accord. 455 
ing to that Nomination, they would certainly admit a very Ng. 


great and evident Breach, in their Privilege of free Election. 
And ſhould they reject it, they might incur the Suſpicion I ab 
of Defect in Point of Duty and 5 1 an Imputation, 5 

ever hateful and eaſy of Acceſs to the jealous Minds of weak 
and puſillanimous Princes, and which many of their own 
diſaffected Members would be too ready to improve, to the 
Diſadvantage of the Company. Having therefore conſulted 
the Letters patent, it was at length agreed to adjourn the 
Election to the next Quarter Court; and after much and 
earneſt Refuſal, they prevailed on Sir Edwin Sandy, to 
continue in his Office, till that time. In the mean while, 
as it evidently appeared, that the King had been much + 
buſed and miſinformed, concerning the Management of their 


Affairs, they appointed the Earl of Southampton, the Vi- nit 
count Doncaſter, Lord Cavendiſh, Lord Sheffield, Sir Jon Wl git 
Da vers, Sir Nicholas Tufton, Sir Lawrence Hyde, with & Fr 
thers, Gentlemen and Merchants, to deliver in, to his Ma. de 
jeſty, a full and true Account, as well of the former, as « Ml rer 
the laſt Year's Adminiſtration of their Affairs; and to be- mi 
ſeech his Majeſty, not to take from them the Privilege of Ml S 
their Charters, Los to leave it to their own Choice, to have ll pr 
a free Election. To which Requeſt, his Majeſty readiy zu 
condeſcended ; and farther ſignified, that it would be highly Wl ©) 
pleaſing and agreeable to him, if they made Choice of ſuch Wi an 
a Perſon, as might, at all times, and on all Occaſions, hate " 
free Acceſs to his Royal Preſence. And he likewiſe de- 
clared, that the Meſſenger, in excluding them from the L- 
berty of chuſing any other, but one of the four nominate, c. 
had miſtaken his Intention; which was indeed, to recom- S. 
mend thoſe Gentlemen to their Choice, but not ſo, a 19 Ml & 
bar the Company from the Election of any other. Y 
THr1s Anſwer being received by the Company with great WW T 
Thankfulneſs, Mr. Herbert obſerved to them, that ther ne 


Buſineſs had, of late, ſuffered much, as well in Reputation 
as otherways, by Reaſon of ſome unhappy Diſſentions 2 N 
mong them: Fhat they ought, therefore, ſeriouſly to think, WM h. 
of applying a preſent and effectual Remedy to this Evi: WM 0 
That the late Treaſurer was a Gentleman of ſuch acxnow- Wl { 
ledged Sufftctency, and of ſo great Integrity and ney | 
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that of his Rank, there could not certainly be any found to 1629. 
urpaſs him: That therefore, there ſeemed to him no Hope: 
left, except ſome of thoſe honourable Perfonages, then Sir George 


_ Yeardley 
preſent, would vouchſafe to accept of the Place of Lrea- G, 


rurer 3 who, by the Addition of Nobility, and by the Luſ- 
tre and Influence of their high Station, might . effeCt that, 
which, they had found by Experience, could not be ef- 
feed, by mere Dint of Ability and Induſtry. Hereupon, 
the whole Court, beſeeching his Lordſhip to redeem this 
nable Enterpriſe from imminent Danger and Deſtruction, 
did, with univerſal Joy and Applauſe, nominate the Earl 
of Southampton ; and to teſtify their Thankfulneſs and Re- 
ſect, they elected him Treaſurer, without the Ballot, by 
2 general Acclamation and Erection of Hands. And his 
Lordſhip, after a ſhort Pauſe, declared his Acceptance ; and 
exhorted them all, to put on the ſame Mind, with which 
he accepted that Place, and laying aſide all private Feuds 
and Animoſities, to labour chearfully and unanimouſly, for 
the Promotion of the publick Good, and the Advancement 
of the Colony. But as his Lordſhip's Attendance in Par- 
lament, and other weighty Affairs, might not always per- 
mit him, to be ſo conſtant at their Courts, as might other- 
wiſe be wiſhed, they voluntarily, and without his Motion, 
difpenſed with him, in that Particular. And they alſo re- 
elected Mr. 2 Farrar, to the Place of Deputy-Treaſu- 
rer; whoſe Experience, and known Integrity and n 
might well ſupply the occaſional Abſence of their Treaſurer. 
dir Edwin Sandys likewiſe, who was in a clofe and intimate 
Friendſhip with the Earl of Southampton, was afterwards 
authoriſed, at his Lordſhip's Deſire, to ſet his Hand, upon 
Occaſion, to Receipts of Money, fox the Company's Uſe ; 
and did otherwiſe, by his private Diligence and Activity, 
— him great Eaſe and Aſſiſtance, in the Execution of the 
ce. 

CAT AIN Brewſter's Appeal from the Sentence of the 
Court-Martial, in Virginia, had, all this While, hung in 
Suſpence; and it had even been declared, by a Meeting of 
the Council at the Earl of Varwicl's Houſe, the former 
Year, that Trial by Martial Law was the nobleſt kind of 
Trial, being judged by Soldiers and Men of Honour. But 
now, proper Certificates and atteſted Copics of the Proceed- 
ings being returned from Virginia, the Cauſe came to a final 
Hearing and Determination, in an extraordinary Court, 
held for that Purpoſe, and compoſed of ſeveral Lords and 
others of eminent Quality and Diſtinction. But here there 
ſeems to have reigned a quite different Spirit from that, 
Which appeared at the Earl of /Yarwici's. For they wege 
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1629. no way inclined, to give up the many Rights and Ayay 
G-— tiges of Juries and the Laws of England, for the extraordi- 
Sr Gorge nary Priviledge of being ſummarily tried by Martial Lay, 
ee and dying hondurably by the Verdict of Gentlemen « 

the Sword. And therefore, being ſhocked at the Cruelty 
and Terror of the Proceedings againſt Captain Breuſſer, 
they declared them to be unjuſt and unlawtul, and not war. 
rantable, either in Matter of Form, by the Laws of Ex. 
gland, or by any Power or Authority, derived from his Ma- 
jeſty's Charters : That Captain Brewſter had committed no- 
thing, any way worthy of the ſevere Penalty of Death: 
That the Manner of Trial by Martial Law,“ in time gf 
Peace, and when there was no Mutiny or Rebellion, was 
utterly unlawful and of no Validity : And conſequently, 
that Captain Brew/ter was to be held a legal Man, and not 
lawfully condemned. And all this then paſſed and was 
ratified by the univerſal Aﬀent of the Court; altho' Sir 
Thomas I/rith, who had married the Earl of W/arwict's Si. 
ter, did, in a ſubſequent Court, declare his Diſſent, on ſome 
falſe and frivolous Pretences. Captain Brew/ter had alſo, 
upon his Requeſt, a Copy of this Act of Court granted 
him, exemplified under the legal Seal of the Company; of 
which he ſent a Duplicate to Virginia, 
In May this Year, there was held another General A, 
ſembly, which has, through Miſtake, and the Indolence 
and Negligence of our Hiſtorians, in ſearching ſuch ancient 
Records, as are ſtill extant in the Country, been commonly 
reputed the firſt General Aſſembly of Virginia. But that 
Privilege was granted ſooner, immediately upon the Diſgul 
taken, by the worthicr Part of the Company, at Sir Tam 
Smith's ill Government, and the inſufferable Tyranny and 
Iniquity of Captain Argall's Proceedings. And upon it 
George Yeardley's Repreſentation of the Want of more Coun- 
ſcllors, the Company appointed the fullowing Gentlemen 
to be of the Council; Mr. George Thorpe, Deputy for the 
College; Mr. Thomas Newce, who had alſo been ſent over 
Deputy for the Company's Lands, with the Allowance of 
twelve hundred Acres, and forty Tenants; Mr. Tracy; 
Mr. Pountis ; Mr. Middleton, Mr. Bluet ; and Mr. Har- 
wood, the Chief of Martin's Hundred. And we are like- 
wiſe told by Mr. Beverley, that a Dutch Ship, putting in 
this Year, ſold twenty Negroes to the Colony, which were 
the firſt of that Generation, that were ever brought to 
Virginia. | e 
Ton acco, a ſtinking, nauſeous, and unpalatable Weed, 
is certainly an odd Commodity, to make the Staple and 
Riches of a Country. It is neither of Neceſſity nor ee 
14 , . - a 5 me 
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1. ment to human Life; but the Uſe of it depends upon Hu- 1620. 

. mour and Cuſtom, and may be looked upon as one of the — 
" molt ſingular and extraordinary Pieces of Luxury, that the _—_— 
of Wantonneſs of Man hath yet invented or given into. It is — 
1 therefore to be wondered, that the Colony's Eagerneſs 


and Application, almoſt ſolely, to Tobacco, was much 
diſtaſted and oppoſed by the Company; eſpecially in thoſe 
early Times, before it had yet obtained ſuch a general Re- 
ception and Dominion in the World. To which may be 
added, that the King himſelf, to whom the Age in general, 
and the Company in particular, did, on many Occaſions, 
pay great Deference, had a Sort of natural Antipathy to it, 
and was perpetually haranguing, railing, and even writing 
againſt it. For that Solomon of England thought jt not be- 
low his Royal Wiſdom and Dignity, to write a Treatiſe, 
entitled; A Counter-Blaſt to Tobacco. The Company there- 
fore entered into and admitted various Projects, for raiſing 
other things of more immediate Neceſſity and Benefit to 
Mankind ; ſuch as the ſeveral Commodities, mentioned and 
recommended by Sir Edwin Sandys, in his late Speech, at 
the delivering up of his Office, with many others. For 
this Purpoſe, they procured plenty of Silkworm Seed out 
of France, Italy, and Spain ; and ſent over a Perſon, who 
had been brought up, many Years, in tending the King's 
Silkworms at Oatlands, and was thereby become very ſkil- 
ful, in breeding the Worms, and winding the Silk, and un- 
dertook to inſtruct others therein. And they alſo laid out 
for, and had Hopes of procuring, many more ſuch ſkilfu] 
Artiſts from France. And as the Inhabitants were very 
eager, to have the Servants and Apprentices ſent over by the 
Company, they made an Order, for the greater Encou- 
ragement of theſe Commodities, that ſuch Planters, as had 
excelled, in building fit Rooms for Silkworms, and in plant- 
ing Mulberry Trees and Vines, ſhould have the firſt Choice 
of ſuch Apprentices and Servants ; and that the Company 
would be paid for them, not a Whit in Smoke and Tobacco, 
but in Corn, Silkgraſs, Silk, and other ſuch uſeful Com- 
modities. At Sir Edwin Sandys's Motion, there was like- 
wiſe tranſlated, by ſome of the Company, a French Trea- 
tiſe (recommended, as excellent in that Kind) concerning 
the Management of Mulberry Trees and Silk; which was 
printed at the Company's Expence, and ſent over in fuffi- 
cient Numbers, and diſtributed among the People. And 
they alſo appointed a ſelec} Committee of Merchants, to 
rate all thoſe ſeveral Commodities at ſuch a juſt Price, that 
the Company and Merchants might be no Lofers thereby, 
and yet that the Plagter might have good Encouragement 
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BESIDES theſe, they entered into Projects and Con- 
tracts, for raiſing various other Commodities. And Sir 
Edwin Sandys iii particular, who was ever ſtudious and in- 
defatigable in the Company's Buſineſs, preſented a long and 
apy Writing, containing many uſeful InſtruQions and 

rojects, for the Peace and better Government of the 
Company at home, and for the Advancement of the Co- 
lony abroad; all which, in its ſeveral Parts and Branches, 
was entruſted to proper Committees, to ripen and bring in- 
to Execution. vir //Uliam Monſon alſo, a Perſon of great 
Eminence and Note (being Admiral in the Reigns of Queen 
Eliſabeth, Fames I. and Charles I. and Author of the Naval 
Trafts) together with his Aſſociates, offered to the Com- 
py, if they would, for ſeven Years, grant them the ſole 

>cnefit and Importation, from Virginia, of two ſuch new 
Commoditics, as had not yet been diſcovered or planted by 
any other, to pay them an hundred Pounds per Annum, 
to plant twenty five Men, every Year during the faid 
Term, and then to reſign the Whole up into the Compa- 
ny's Hands. A Patent was therefore accordingly granted, 
with proper Reſtrictions ; but what theſe Commodities were, 
or what was the Succeſs or .Conſequence of this Undertak- 
ing, I do not find. | 

' Fn1s Year 1620, Count Gondomar, the Spaniſh Am- 
baſſador, who had a great Aſcendant at Court, and governed 
the King as he pleaſed, prevailed with him, to fit out a 
Squadron, of ſix Ships of War and twelve ſtout Merchant- 
men, in order to humble the Algerines, who then infeſted 
the Spaniſh Coaſts and Trade, but were not any way. par- 
ticularly troubleſome to our Nation. And thus was this 
weak and timorous Prince, who could not be drawn to make 
any Steps, towards the Vindication of his own Honour, or 
to ſupport the Rights of his Family, or the Intereſts of his 
Subjects, ſtrangely engaged in a warlike Expedition, in De- 
fence of a treacherous and deluſive Ally. This Squadron 
was put under the Command of Sir Robert Manſel, as Ad- 
miral; together with whom, Sir Richard Hawkins, Vice- 
Admiral, Sir Thomas Button, Rear-Admiral, Sir Henry 
Palmer, Arthur Manwaring, and Thomas Love, Eſqrs. 


Captains of the other Men of War, and Samuel Argall, Liq; 


who commanded. one of the ſtouteſt Privateers, were ap- 
pointed a Council of War. But this Enterpriſe was very 
weakly managed; and to uſe vir J/ lam Monſcn's Remark, 
altho' it was deſigned to find out and deſtroy the Pirates of 
Algicrs, yet the Fleet did not ſpend twenty Days at Sea, the 
whole time, they continued in the Mediterranean ; but re- 
tired into Harbour, Where the Pirates nught find them, but 
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not they the Pirates. So that, this ill- conducted Action 


afforded ſufficient Subject of Scorn and Laughter to all Na 
tions; eſpecially conſidering the great Reputation, the Eu- dr Se 


gliſþ had juſtly gained, in their former Expeditions at Sea. 
But Cambden tells us, that, in Revenge for this Injury and 
Aſſault, the Algerines took, by the gth of October follow- 
ing, thirty five Sail of En:lifh and Scotch Ships. | 
ABOUT this tune, there aroſe a warm Diſpute between 
the two Colonies, concerning the Virginia Company's Right 
to fiſh at Cape Cod, within the Limits of the Northern Colony; 
and upon Reference to the rf ee it was found 
clearly, that their Pretenſions were juſtly grounded. But Sir 
Ferdinando Gorges, with others principally concerned in the 
Northern Grant, endeavouring privately to obtain a new Pa- 
tent, whereby the Southern Colony ſhould be utterly exclu- 
ded from fiſhing upon that Coaft, without their Leave and 
Licence firſt obtained. This gave a juſt Alarm to the Vir- 
ginia Company. For beſides ſix thouſand Pounds, which 
they had already expended upon that Fiſhery, it was at pre- 
ſent of main Conſequence to them, as well for the Support 
and Suſtenance of the Plantation, as for defraying the v 
Charge of Shipping and Tranſportation of People, by Returns 
made from thence in Fiſh. They therefore applied to his 
Majeſty, and got this Patent of Sir Ferdinando Gorges ſtop- 
ped and ſequeſtered, in the Lord Chancellor's Hands. And 
finding, how precarious their Privileges were, upon his Ma- 
jeſty's ſole Grant, and how liable to go 2 er violated 
| and impeded, it was reſolved, upon the Motion of Mr. Smith, 
a ſenſible, worthy, and uſeful Member of the Company, to 
obtain a new Grant, with all ſuch further Immunities, and 
larger Privileges, as were fitting and requiſite, and to have it 
ſtrengthened and confirmed in the Parliament, which was to 
meet ſoon after; and upon the Earl of Sæuthampton's Appli- 
cation to his Majeſty, he readily gave his Conſent to it. But 
notwithſtanding the Earl of Southampton's Intereſt and En- 
deavours, and Sir Edwin Sandys's great Pains and Induſtry 
_—_ it was never brought to any final Iſſue or Conclu- 
ion. 

BuT the Remedy, propoſed by Mr. Herbert, for curing 
the Factions and Diſcords of the Company, by ſettirg a No- 
bleman of eminent Diſtinction and Authority at the Head of 
their Affairs, was far from having the intended Effect. For 
their Animoſities and Diſſenſions grew higher, towards the 
latter End of this Vear, and never ended, but with the Diſ- 
ſolution of the Company. As therefore they were the chief 
Occaſion and Pretence of that Diſſolution, it will not be im- 
proper here, to give a fuller and more diſtinct Account of 
them. fol | BE- 
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BESIDEs the Affairs of the Magazine, which, notwith- 
_—— ſanding its Diſſolution, ſtill afforded Matter of Contention, 


Sr Cece there were two other principal Subjects of Diſpute and Con- 


fuſion in the Company; the ſettling Sir Thomas Smith's Ac. 
counts, and the Profecution of Captain Argall, for his many 
Outragcs and exorbitant Proceedings in Virginia. Sir The. 
mas Smith had been Treaſurer, from the firſt Conſtitution 
of the Company in the Year 1606, till April 28, 1619; 
and in that time, there had paſſed through his Hands about 
eighty thouſand Pounds. He had, in thoſe Days, a very 
great intereſt and Sway in the Company; and to put the 
beſt Conſtruction upon the Matter, he never expected to 
be called to a ſtrict and rigorous Account, and his dcrvants 
had been very carcleſs and remiſs, in keeping his Books, 


But ſeveral of the Company ſuſpected, that he had embez- 


zled and converted much of the publick Money, to his own 
private Uſe ; and were therefore very eager to bring him 9 
an Account. Sir T,, on his ſide, was very fair in his 
Profeſſions, and pre{led, with much Warmth, the full Sct- 
tlement and finiſhing the Affair; offering to pay, not only 
what {ſhould appear due from himſelf, but whatever Wrong 
or Damage ſhould have happened to the Company, from his 


' Under-Officers or $:rvants. But then his Receipts were ſo 


very faulty and deficient, and his Diſburſements ſo void dt 
all Warrant and proper Vouchers, that the Company's Au— 
ditors, although they took much Pains, could bring nothing 
to a Head; and the whole only ſerved, to adminiſter fret 
Fucl to Animoſities and Quarrels, without any Proſpect of 
coming to a ſatisfactory Concluſion. | 
As to Captain Argall, altho' he was under Proſecution 
from the Company, yet by his Craft and Management, by 
the Power and Influence of his Friends, by his ſhifting and 
turning, and by going on the Expedition againſt the Age 
rines, he ſo ſhuffled and perplexed the Company, that he 
at laſt eſcaped, without any Puniſhment or Reſtitution at all 
And altho* Sir Thomas Smith, overpowered with the Juſtice 
and Neceſſity of the thing, had firſt commenced the Prole- 
cution againſt him, yet being now Fellow-Sufferers, and 
equally aggrieved at the-prefent upright and vigorous Ad- 
miniſtration of the Company's Affairs, they joined Forces, 
and did every thing in their Power, to diſgrace, and vilify, 
and retard the Succeſs of the Enterpriſe. The principal 
Perſons of their Faction were, the Earl of Hartwich; dir 
Nathaniel Rich, the Earl's Brother; Sir Thomas I roth, who 
was nearly allied to them by Marriage; Sir John Holten. 
halnie, a wealthy Merchant and a Farmer of the Cuſtoms 3 
with Allcrman Jobrſ2n, Mr, Canning, and Mr. E Mae 
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three factious Citizens, and others of leſs Note, to the 1620. 
Number of twenty ſix in the whole, when their Faction 
was ſtrongeſt ; a very inconſiderable Party, had they not > We 
gained the Ear and Support of a weak King, who had a hats. , 
won1erful Inſtinct and Propenſity to the wrong Side of every 
Queition, and with much Formality of Wiſdom and Learn- 
ing, for ever DN 1 true Intereſt of himſcit and his 
Subjects. On then ide appeared the Earl of Sauthamp- 
ton, the Earl vi Dorſet, the Earl of Devonſhire, the Viſ- 
count Doncaſter, Lord Cavendiſh, Lord Sheffield, Lord 
Paget, Sir Edward Sachvil, Sir Dudicy Digges, Sir Edwin 
Sandys, Sir ohn Davers, Sir Samuel Sandys, with a lon 
Roll of others, and in ſhort, the whole Body of Adventu- 
rers in general, which conſiſted of near ty Noblemen, 
ſome hundreds of Knights, and many hundreds of Gentle- 
men, eminent Merchants, and Citizens, to the full Amount 
of a thouſand Perſons in all. But none acted in the Support 
of Truth and Juſtice, with greater Spirit and Vigor, than 
the Lord Cavendiſh, afterwards Earl of Devonſhire, and Sir 
Edward Sackvil, The former was a young Nobleman of 
much Generoſity, Spirit, and Eloquence ; and he ſucceeded 
Sir Thomas Smith, in the Place of Governor to the Somer-— 

_ Company. The latter, who afterwards became 

arl of Dorſet, was the Perſon of the greateſt Fame in that 
Age, for a tacetious Vivacity, ſparkling Wit, and undaunt- 
ed Courage, joined to a ſound and comprehenſive Under- 
ſtanding, and an excellent Turn for Buſineſs. He was one 
of the firſt, that raiſed the Reputation of the Dorſet Family, 
for Wit and Exactneſs of Taſte and Diſcernment; but is 
beſt known to common Readers, for his Duel with Lord 
Bruce, which is related in my Lord Clarendon and the Guar- 
dian, Books deſervedly popular and in the Hands of every 
Body. And as he appeared thus early in the Cauſe of the 
Colony (for ſuch is it owned to be by our Aſſemblies of thoſe 
times) ſo did he continue, to the laſt, a conſtant Friend and 
Favourer of Virginia. 

As Sir George Yeardly had expreſſed his Deſire to leave 1621, 
the Government, at the Expiration of his Commiſſion, | 
which would be in the November following, the Earl of 
Southampton recommended to the Company the Conſidera- 
tion of a proper Perſon, to ſucceed him. His Lordſhip pro- 
poſed to their Choice Sir Francis Myat, a young Gentleman, 
thought every way ſufficient and equal to the Place, and 
highly eſteemed, as he ſaid, on Account of his Birth, Edu- 
cation, Integrity of Life, and fair Fortune. However, he 
, earneſtly preſſed on the Company the Nomination of ſuch 
other Perſon or Perſons, as they ſhould think proper, to 


ſtand 


188 


162 t. 


The HISTORY VIRGINIA. Book IV, 


ſtand in Election with him. But no other being ſo much 
as named, Sir Francis Hyat was choſen Governor, to take 


S George his Place at the Expiration of Sir George Yeardley's Com- 


Yeardley, 
Governor, 


miſſion, and not before. And to do him the greater Grace 
and Honour, as well as the better to enable and encourage 
him in the Execution of his Office, they elected him one 
of his Mijeſty's Council in England for Virginia. They 
alſo allowed him two hundred Pounds, for all neceſſa 
Proviſions for his Voyage, with the free Tranſport of him- 
ſelf and Attendants, provided they did not exceed the Num- 
ber of twenty Perſons. 

DR. Lawrence Bahun, who had left Virginia in the Year 
1611, with the Lord Delawarr, had now obtained a large 
Grant of Land, for the "Tranſportation of three hundred 
Perſons. He was alſo appointed the Company's Phyſician- 
General to the Colony, with the Allowance of five hundred 
Acres of Land and twenty Tenants ; under Covenant, to 
maintain and make them good, from time to time, and at 
his Deccaſe, or other Removal, to leave the like Number 
of Men and Stock of Cattle, as was allowed by the Compa- 
ny, and by thein annexed to the Place. He according]y ſet 
fail, in the Beginning of February, with eighty Paſſengers, 
in a Ship of an hundred and ſixty Fons and eight Iron Guns 
and a Falcon, commanded by Captain Anthony Cheſter. 
But about the Middle of March, they were attacked, ncat 
Nevis in the Mei- Indies, by two Spaniſh Men of War, of 
three hundred Tons and ſixteen or twenty Braſs Cannon 
apeice. The Fight was ſharp and deſperate ; but the En- 
gliſh ſo beſtowed their Shot, and managed the Engagement 
with ſuch Dexterity and Bravery, that the Spaniards were 
glad to ſtand aloof, and after following them à Day or two, 
without any ather remarkable Annoyance, at laſt fell aſtern, 
and left them. There was made a very great Slaughter of 
the Spaniards, ſo that their Scupples ran with Blood ; and 
the Captain of the Admiral-Ship, who acted the Part of a 
brave Commander, was ſlain. On the Engliſh Side, ten 
were killed ; among whom was Dr. Bohun, whoſe Death 
was greatly lamented. He had ſtudied long among the 
learned Phyſicians of the Low-Countries, and behaved him- 
ſelf in this Battle, like a worthy and valiant Gentleman. 
In his Room, Mr. John Pot was elected, by the Company, 
Phyſician-General to the Colony. He was recommended 
by Dr. Gulſtone, an eminent Member of their Society, as 
a Maſter of Arts, well practiced in Chirurgery and Phylic, 
and expert in. Chymical Proceſſes and other ingenious Parts 
of his Proſeſſion; whoſe Service, he therefore conceived, 
would be of great Uſe to the Colony. He was according'y 
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ſent, upon the ſame Foot, as Dr. Bohun; and was allowed 162. 
his own, his Wife's, and two Servants Paſſages. Dr. Gul- — 
fone was likewiſe deſired, to buy a Cheſt of Phyſic of twenty 57 C 
Pounds Value, and ten Pounds of Books, proper for the Pro- — 
feſſion, which ſhould always belong to the Place. 

CAPTAIN William Newce offered, to tranſport and ſet- 
tle a thouſand Perſons in Virginia, by Midſummer, 16253 
and deſired to be appointed their, General, and to have a 
Patent, with that Proportion of Land, and ſuch other Pri- 
vileges, as were uſually granted on the like Occaſion. A 
Patent was readily granted, in the largeſt and moſt ample 
Manner. But as to the Title and Command of General, 
they refuſed to grant it him ; becauſe it was a Power, pro- 
perly belonging to the Governor only. Beſides, it gave 
ſuch an Independency, as was deſtructive of all Order and 
good Government ; and had therefore been loudly cried out 
againſt, in Captain Martin's extravagant Patent, and in a 
Grant, ſurreptitiouſly and illegally obtained by Captain Ar- 
gall, and therefore expreſly ſtopped, by the Company's Or- 
ders to the Governor in Virginia. But Captain Newce far- 
ther requeſted, in order to enable him the better to ga 
through the Charge of ſo great an Undertaking, to be ap- 
pointed Marſhal of Virginia; for which Poſt he was emi- 
nently qualified, having ever been exerciſed in military Af- 
fairs and Arms, and of noted Experience and Skill in Martial 
Diſcipline ; as appeared by his many Services in Ireland, and 
by the Teſtimony of divers honourable Perſons, upon their 
own Knowledge. He was therefore conſtituted Marſhal of 
Virginia ; to take into his Charge, as well the Fortifica- 
tions, Arms, and Forces of the Colony, as to cauſe the 
People, to be duly trained up in Military Diſcipline, and to 
the Uſe and Exerciſe of Arms. And they annexed fifteen 
hundred Acres of Land and fifty Tenants to the Place, tc 
be tranſported and furniſhed by himſelf, at eight Pound: 
Charge to the Company a Man. And the King alſo, being 
highly pleaſed at the Nomination of this Gentleman, con- 
ferred the Honour of Knighthood upon him; calling hin 
his Knight-Marſhal of Virginia, and exprefling great Hope, 
from the Management of a Perſon of his acknowledged 
Capacity and Skill. However, he did not long ſurvive is 
Arrival in Virginia ; but died, two Days after the readng 
his Patent and Commiſſion. | 

THERE was, at this time, above a thouſand Pourds, 
due in Vis ginia to the Company, for Rents and Dutts ; 
and they were likewiſe greatly ſcandaliſed and offended to 
ind their frequent and prefling Or ters, for raiſing gooc and 
ſtaple Commodities, entirely lighted and neglected. I was 
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therefore thought neceſſary, to appoint a particular Officer, 


by the Name of Treaſurer ; who ſhould have the Charge, 


Sir George 
Yeardley 
Covernor. 


not only of their Rents and Duties, but ſhould alſo take 
into his more eſpecial Regard and Care, to ſee all Orders 
and Directions, ſent from England, duly and faithfully exe- 
cutcd, from time to time ; or erte to render a ſuffici- 
ent Reaſon to the contrary. 'To this Office Mr. George 
Sandys, the noted Poet and Traveller was unanimouſly 
elected, as a Perſon every way fit, on Account of his Abi- 
lity and Integrity. And they likewiſe allotted fifteen hun- 
dred Acres of Land, perpetually to belong to the ſaid Place 
of Treaſurer, with fifty "Tenants thereon ; and allowed 
Mr. Sandys an hundred and fifty Pounds, to furniſh himſelf 
for the Voyage, with the free Paſſage of his Family, not 
exceeding the Number of ten Perſons. And it was thought 
proper, that two ſuch eminent Officers as Marſhal and 
"Treaſurer, to which Places ſuch worthy Genilemen had 
been preferred, ſhould be admitted of his Majeſty's Coun- 
cil in England, and appointed of the Council of State in 
Virginia. 

Soo after, Mr. Richard Norword, a Man famous, in 
thoſe Days, as a Mathcmatician, who had laid off the 
Tribes and Lands, and made an exact Plot of the Iflands 
of Bermudas, was recommended to the Company for Sur- 
veyor of Virginia, and was accordingly elected to the Place. 
But I know not, how the Change came to be made, yet! 
find, very ſoon after, Mr. William Claiborne appointed and 
ſent Surveyor. The Company allowed him thirty Pounds 
a Year and a convenicnt Houſe, for his publick Service in 
laying off their Lands ; with twenty Pounds paid in Hand, 
to furniſh himſelf with Inſtruments and Books, which he 
was obliged to leave to his Succeflors. They likewiſe al- 
lowed him the "Tranſport of three Perſons, and gave him 
two hundred Acres of Land in Fee- ſimple; and in caſe he 
was employed in any private Survey, he was to receive {ix 
Shillings a Day, and to be found in Diet and Lodging. 

MR. Peory's Commiſſion of Secretary was to determine, 
at the ſame Lime, as Sir George Nardley's. He had given 
the Company little Satisfaction in that Office, but had been 
Hainly detected, although a ſworn Officer, of betraying 
tie Proceedings, and ſecretly conveying the Proofs, againſt 
Cptain Argall, to the Earl of J/Yarwick. And as he was 

beles known, to be a profeſſed Tool and Inſtrument to 
tint Faction, the Company was at no Loſs or Heſitation, 
abut renewing his Commitlion. But four Gentlemen be— 
in; ſtrongly recommended to to them, as fully qualified for 
tha Poſt, in Point of Learning, Honeſty, and F 
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they made Choice of Mr. Chriſtopher Daviſon, and ad- 


Council of State in Virginia, And as the Company's Ships 
were often delayed in the Country, through Negligence 
and Miſmanagement, it was reſolved, to appoint an Officer, 
by the Title of Vice-Admiral, who ſhould take into his 
Sou the Care and Diſpatch of them. Mr. John Pountis 
therefore, one of the Council, who had deſerved well of 
both the von and Colony, was, this Summer, ap- 
pointed to that Place proviſionally, and afterwards con- 
firmed by the Quarter Court in November, with the Al- 
lowance of three hundred Acres of Land and twelve Te- 

nants. | 
THe late large Tranſportations of People, the furniſh- 
ing and fitting out the new Governor and theſe other Offi- 
cers, with the vaſt Charge of providing them with Tenants 
and Servants, and other needful and well-deſigned Expences, 
did ſo entirely exhauſt the publick Treaſury of the Compa- 
ny, that it never afterwards recovered itſelf to any tolera- 
ble Degree of Affluence or Wealth. And beſides, the Lot- 
teries were now at an End, which were the only Means of 
riſing a Fund again, and which alone had brought twenty 
nine thouſand Pounds Sterling into the Company's Stock. 
Wherefore Mr. Smith obſerved to them, that the Lotteries, 
which had thus far ſupplied the real and ſubſtantial Food 
by which Virginia had been nouriſhed, did now no longer 
ſubſiſt. To the End therefore, that ſhe might ſtill be pre- 
ſerved, by divulging Fame and good Report, he propoſed, 
| in the Name of himſelf and many others of the Society, 
to have a fair and perſpicuous Hiſtory compiled of the Coun- 
try, from the firſt Diſcovery to that Time; wherein the 
emory and Deſerts of many of her worthy Undertakers, 
as Sir Malter Ralegb, Sir George Somers, the Lord Dela- 
warr, Sir Thomas Dale, and Sir Thomas Gates, (for both 
thoſe Knights, after their Return from Virginia, had gone 
to the Eaſt-Indies, and there died) together with divers 
others then living, might be commended to eternal Thank- 
fulneſs. He regretted their preſent Inability, in having no 
other Coin, wherewith to recompence the great Pains and 
Merit of the well-deſerving. But he affirmed, that the beſt 
planted Parts of America, under the Spanih Government, 
at the like Age, afforded not better Matter of Relation, 
than Virginia then did. And he ſaid, that the Effect, which 
ſuch a general Hiſtory, deduced to the Life, would have, 
throughout the Kinzdom, on the popular Opinion of the 
common Subject, might be gathered, from the Succeſs of 
the little Lamphlets or Declarations, lately publiſhed. And 
he 


mitted him a free Brother of the Company, and one of the ———/ 
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he further urged the immediate Performance thereof, be. 
Ly— cauſe a few Years would conſume the Lives of many, 


whoſe Memories retained much, and might alſo devour 
thoſe Letters and Intelligences, which yet remained in looſe 
and neglected Papers. | 
T His Speech was received by the whole Court, with 
very great Applauſe, as ſpoken freely, and to an excellent 
urpoſe ; and it was reſolved, to have it conſidered, and 


put in Practice, in due Time. Mr. Smith was alſo exceed- 


ingly commended, as well for this, as for always preferring 
Motions of eſpecial Conſequence. And it was from this 
Motion, I ſuppoſe, that Captain Smith was requeſted, in 
the Company's Name, to write his Hiſtory of Yirginu; 
as he himſelf tells us, p. 168. However, the Captain's 
Deſerts ſeem not, about this Time, to have been fully un- 
derſtood or regarded. For I find him, ſoon after, prefer- 
ring a Petition to the Company, ſetting forth; That he had 
not only adventured Money, but had alſo twice built Fames- 
Town, and four other Plantations; and had diſcovered the 
Country, and relieved the Colony, three Years together, 
with ſuch Proviſions, as he got from the Savages, with 
gout Peril and Hazard of his Life z and therefore he de- 
ired, in Conſideration thereof, that the Company would 


be pleaſed to reward him, either out of their Treaſury at 


home, or their Profits in Virginia. And certainly, conſi- 
dering his many great and extraordinary Services, he was 
highly worthy their Regard. But the Court referred him 
to the Committee, appointed for rewarding Men upon Me- 
rit; and from whatever Cauſe it happened, I find nothing 


. farther done in the Matter. So that he, with a Fate very 


uſual to publick Spirits, had Reaſon to complain, that eve- 


ry Shilling, which he had gained by theſe Enterpriſes, had 


coſt him a Pound ; and that what he had got, in ſome ſuc- 
ceſsful Campaigns at War, had been chearfully ſpent on 
Virginia and New-England, for the publick Good. Vet he 
begrudges it not, but ſhould think himſelf happy, to ſee 
their Proſperity and Advancement. 

Ar the Court of Election, the Earl of Southampton was 
again choſen Treaſurer for the enſuing Year, with an una- 


nimous Voice. His Lordſhip was then abſent, having been 


. detained that Day in Parliament. But at his coming 
to Court, he was pleaſed to accept the Place, in a very no- 
ble Manner; and he had the hearty Thanks of the whole 
Court returned him, for his honourable Care and Pains, 
to uphold and advance the Plantation, ever fince his En- 
trance into that Place of Government. And at his Lordſhip's 
Requeſt, Mr. 7% Farrar, of whoſe F idelity and Sufli- 
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ciency they already had ſo much Experience, was moſt wil- 
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lingly continued in his Office of Deputy. pd 


THe Earl of //arwick was highly offended at Sir George © 


Yeardley, for intercepting a Pacquct of Letters, and diſco- 
vering the Correſpondence between Secretary Pery and 
himſelf. He therefore loudly declared his Diſpleaſure, and 
took all poſſible Methods to daunt and diſcourage him, from 
proceeding vigorouſly in Argall's Proſceution. To this End, 
he cauſed it to be rumoured over all Virginia, even to He- 
chancanough, and had it confirmed by Letters from England, 
that he hunſelf was coming over ſhortly, in Perſon, to be 
their Governor, with Captain Argall for his Pilot; and that 
then he would call Sir George Neardley ſeverely into Queſtion, 
for his own Government, and would take a ſharp and full 
Revenge. "Theſe Reports much weakened the Strength and 
Authority of the Government; and they likewiſe fo aifected 
Sir George Yeardley, a Man of a meek and gentle Nature, 
and threw him into ſuch a Dejection of Spirit, that he fell 
into a long and languiſhing Sickneſs, to the general Hurt 
and Neglect of the publick Butineſs, as well as Captain 
Argall's Affair in particular. | 

TE Company alſo, this Year, entertained ſome Pro- 
jects for producing uſeful Commodities; and as three of the 
Maſter Workmen of their Iron Works were dead, they 
ſent over Mr. John Berkeley, and Maurice, his Son, who 
were commended, as very ſkilful in that Way, with twenty 
other experienced Workmen. They likewiſe ordered a 
Bill to be prepared for the Parliament, for ſending over the 
Poor, which were now become very numerous and burthen- 


ſome to the ſeveral Pariſhes, to be ſet to work, and ho | | 
* 


employed, in Virginia. Sir George Yeardley complaine 

that the Council of State lived very diſtant and diſperſed; 
and having no Allowance for their Attendance, could ſcarce 
be got together. Whereupon the Company ordered, that 
the Council ſhould mect, four times a Year, and ſhould 
hold Quarter Seſſions, ad whole Week together; to alliſt 
the Governor, from time to time, as well in Matter of 
Council and of St te, as in all Cauſes of Importance, and 
for Receſs of general and particular Grievances. And that 
their Number might make their Meetings the more caſy, 
beſides the ſeven, laſt Year appointed, and the new Officers 
of õtato, now going over, they alſo added, in the Room of 
Dr. Bohn and two others, that were dead, Vir. Pet, the Rev. 
Mr. Robert Powlrt, Captain Roger Smith, and Mr, Leech. 
This lait Gentleman was going over, to view the Country, 
and to pitch upon a proper Place of Settlement, for the fa- 


mous and munificent //7///am Earl of Pembroke ; who had 
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undertaken, with his Aſſociates, to plant thirty thouſand 
Acres of Land, and conſequently to tranſport fix hundred 


Sr George Perſons. 


Yeardley, 
Governor. 


THE latter End of July, or Beginning of Auguſt, Sir 
rancis Mat ſet out for his Government, with the Trea- 
ſurer, Secretary, Phyſician-General, and Surveyor, in Com- 
pany with nine Sail of Ships; all which arrived ſafe in Vir. 
ginia, about October, without the Loſs of one ſingle Paſſen- 
ger. With him was ſent a Body of Inſtructions to the Go- 
vernor, for the time being, and the Council of State in Vir. 
ginia; conſiſting of forty ſeven Articles, and ſigned by the 
Earl of Southampton, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir ohn Davers, 
and others of the Council. In theſe, it was firſt recom- 
mended to them, to take into their eſpecial Regard the Ser- 
vice of Almighty God, and the Obſervance of his diving 
Laws ; and that the People ſhould be trained up, in true Re- 
ligion and Virtue. And ſince their Endeavours, for the Efta- 
bliſhment of the Honour and Rights of the Church and Mi- 
17 had not yet taken due Effect, they were required, to 
employ their utmoſt Care, to advance all things appertaining 
to the Order and Adminiſtration of Divine Service, accord- 
ing to the Form and Diſcipline of the Church of England; 
carefully to avoid all factious and needleſs Novelties, which 
only tended to the Diſturbance of Peace and Unity; and to 
cauſe, that the Miniſters ſnould be duly reſpected and main- 
tained, and the Churches, or Places appointed for Diving 
Service, decently accommodated, according to former Or: 
ders in that Behalf. They were, in the next Place, com- 
manded, to keep the People in due Obedience to the King; 
to provide, that Juſtice might be equally adminiſtered to all, 
as near as could be, according to the Forms and Conſtitution 
of England; to prevent all Corruption, tending to the Per- 
verſion or Delay of Juſtice ; to protect the Natives, from 
Injury and Oppreſſion; and to cultivate Peace and Friend- 
ſhip with them, as far as it ſhould be conſiſtent with the 
Honour of the Nation and __ @ the People. They were 
likewiſe required, to make the People apply themſelves to an 
induſtrious Way of Life; and to ſuppreſs all Gaming, Drun- 
kenneſs, and Exceſs in Apparel. To this End it was ordain- 
ed, that no Perſon except the Council, or the Heads of 
Hundreds and Plantations, with their Wives and Children, 
ſhould wear Gold on their Cloaths, or any Apparel of Silk, 
exccpt ſuch as had been raiſed by their own Induſtry. But 
the Governor and Council anſwered to this, that they knew 
of no Exceſs in Apparel, except in the Price of it; and had it 
not come from them, they ſhould have thought it a Flout 
upon the Colony, for their Poverty and ODS, F 
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THEY were alſo enjoined, to uſe great Care, that no 1621. 
juſt Cauſe of Offence be given to any other Prince, State, or r 
People ; to permit no Captain, or other Perſon, under Pre- = —_— 
tence of Trade, to fail to the J/e/t-Indies, to rob and ſpoil ; Gorrmor. 
not to give Harbour or Refuge, on the Coaſts or in the 
Country, to any Pirates or Banditti, but ſeverely to proſe- 
cute and puniſh them ; and to take better Care, for proper 
and effectual Fortifications. They further preſſed upon 
them, in a particular Manner, the uſing all probable Means 
of bringing over the Natives, to a Love of Civility, and to 
the Knowledge of God, and his true Religion. To which 
Purpoſe, they obſerved to them, that the Example, given 
by the Engliſh in their own Perſons and Families, would be 
of ſingular and chief Moment : "That it would be proper, 
to draw the beſt diſpoſed among the Indians, to converſe 
and labour with our People, for a convenient Reward ; that 
thereby, being reconciled to a civil Way of Life, and 
brought to a Senſe of God and Religion, they might after- 
wards become Inſtruments in the general Converſion of their 
Countrymen, ſo much deſired : That each Town, Bur- 
rough, and Hundred, ought to procure, by juſt Means, a 
certain Number of their Children, to be brought up in the 
firſt Elements of Litterature : That the moſt towardly of 
theſe ſhould be fitted for the College ; in building of which, 
they purpoſed to proceed, as ſoon as any Profit aroſe from 
the Eſtate, appropriated to that Uſe ; and they earneſtly 
required their utmoſt Help and Furtherance, in that pious 
and important Work; not doubting the particular Bleflin 
of God upon the Colony, and being aſſured of the Love 4 
all good Men, upon that Account. 

HE Y next proceeded to give Inſtructions, for the 
Reception and Accommodation of the new Governor, and 
of the other Officers and People, then ſent. And they 
preſſed upon them the raiſing ſeveral uſeful Commodities; 
as well Corn, Wine, Silk, and others heretofore frequent- 
ly mentioned, as alſo the making Oil of Walnuts, em- 
ploying their Apothecaries in Diſtillation, and ſearching 
the Country for Minerals, Dyes, Gums, Drugs, and the 
m. like. And they ordered them particularly, by the King's 
Advice and Deſire, to draw the People off of their ex- 
ceſſive planting of Tobacco. To that End they were com- 
manded to permit them, to make only an hundred Pounds 
jut of Tobacco a Head; and to take all poſſible Care, to 
improve that Proportion in Gpodneſs, as much as might 
be, which would bring their Commodity into Requeſt, and 
cauſe a more certain Benefit to the Planter, They likewiſe 
added many other Advices and Inſtructions, for the Admini- 
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ſtration of Juſtice, the good Government, and happy Ad- 
vancement of the Colony. 

Id Caſe of the Death, Removal, or Suſpenſion of the 
Governor, the Council, or major Part of them, then reſi. 
dent in Virginia, were ordered, immediately to aflemble 
themſelves, within fourteen Days, or ſyoner, and out of 
their own Body, to elect a Perſon, to ſupply the Place, for 


the Lime. But if the Voices thould happen to be equal, 


then Election was to be made of the Lieutenant-Governor; 
and in his Abſence, or neceſſary Cauſe of declining it, the 
Marſhal ſhould ſucceed ; next, the Treaſurer ; and then 
one of the two Deputics, for the College and Company's 
Lands; till the Government ſhould be ſettled in one of thoſe 
chief Officers. And the Governor was authoriſed, to de- 
termine and puniſh, at his Diſcretion, any ſudden and emer- 
gent Buſineſs, and all Neglect or Contempt of Authority, 
in any Kind or Pcrſon whatſoever ; except only the Coun- 
cil in their own Perſons, who were, in ſuch Caſes, to be 
ſummoned to appear, at the next Quarter Seſſion of the 
Council, and there to abide their Cenſure. But if the Go- 
vernor thought, it concerned the Peace and Welfare of the 
Colony, to proceed more ſpeedily with ſuch Offender, that 
then it ſhould be lawful for him, to ſummon an extraordi- 
nary Council, at which fix of the Council, at leaſt, ſhould 
be preſent with the Governor; and by Majority of Voices, 
any Counſellor might be committed, or obliged to give Bail 
for his Appearance. 

SIR Francis Myat alſo brought over with him an Ordi- 
nance or Charter, from the I reaſurer, Council, and Com- 
pany in Lugluud, for ſettling the Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment of Virginia, in the CGrovernor, the Council of State, 
as his Aſſiſtunts, and the General Aftembly. "This Aftem- 
bly was to confilt of the Governor, Council of State, and 
two Burgeſics, choſen by every Town, Hundred, or par- 
ticular Plantation. All Matters were to be decided, deter- 
mined, and ordered in it, by the Majority of Voices, then 
preſent; reſyrving to the Governor a Negative upon the 
Whole. And they were empowered, to treat, conſult, and 
conclude, as wall concerning all emergent Occaſions, re- 
lating to the publick Weal of the ſaid Colony, and every 
Part thereot, as alſo to make, ordain, and enaët ſuch gene- 
ral Laws and Orders, as ſhould, from time to time, appear 
neceſlary: Provided nevertheleſs, that no Law, or Ordt- 
nance, made in the ſaid (Jeneral Aſtembly, ſhould be of 
Force or Validity, unleſs the fame ſhould be ſolemnly con- 
firmed and ratified, in a General Quarter Court of the 
Company in Zngland, and returned under their Scal: 3 
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alſo, when this Form of Government ſhould be once well 
framed and ſettled, that no Orders, of the Court in England, 
ſhould bind the Colony, before they were ratihed and con- 
firmed, in like Manner, by the General Atjembly in Firgt- 
ma. But in all other things, they were coramanded, to 
follow the Policy, Form of Government, Laws, Cuſtoms, 
Manner of 1 vial, and other Adminiſtration of Juſtice, uſed 
in England. 

THE Company's Treaſury was ſo reduced, that it could 
not flow ſuffice for ſeveral thitigs of the utmoſt Neceſſity and 
Advantage. Wherctore to ſupply this eticiency, they en- 
tered into a Method of preparing Rolls, and oftering them 
to the voluntary Subſcription of the Adventurers. What- 
ever was ſent to Firgiia upon theſe Rolls, was there fold, 
by the Cape-Merchant or ſome other Factor, at ſuch a mo- 
derate Price, as ſhould indemnify the Subſcribers for their 
Money advanced, and for all Charges incident thereupon. 
At this time, four Rolls were prepared and brought into 
Court, for the Company's Subſcription. "The firſt was for 
Apparel, and other neceſihry Proviſions and Utenſils, for 
the Colony. The ſecond, for ſending an hundred more 
Maids, to make Wives; and ſixty were accordingly ſent, 
young, handſome, and well recommended to the Company, 
for their virtuous Education and Demeanor. With them 
was ſent over the ſeveral Recommendations and Teſtimo- 
nials of their Behaviour, that the Purchaſers might thence 
be enabled to judge, how to chuſe, "The Price of theſe 
Wives was ſtated at an hundred and twenty Pounds of 'I'o- 
bacco, and afterwards advanced to an hundred and fifty, and 
proportionably more, it any of them ſhould happen to die; 
ſo that the Adventurers might be refunded their original 
Charge. And it was alſo ordered, that this Debt for Wives 
ſhould have the Precedency of all others, and be firſt re- 
coverable. And it was ſtrictly enjoined, that they ſhould 
be well uſed, and not married to Scrvants, but to ſuch Free— 
men and "Tenants, as could handfumely ſupport them; that, 
by their good Fortune, Multitudes of others might be al- 
lured to come over, on the Proſpect of advantageous Mat- 
ches. And the Company likewiſe declared their Intention, 
that, for the Encouragement of ſettled Families, and ſecu— 
ring a Poſterity, they would prefer and make Conſignmentg 
to married Men, before tingle Perſons ; and that as many 
Boys ſhould be ſent, as there were Mails, to be *Prentices 
to thoſe, who married them, They alſo granted the Ad- 
venturers, who ſubſcribed to this Roll, a ratuble Proportion 
of Land, according to the Number of the Maids ſent, to be 
hd off together and formed into a Town, by the Name af 
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Maidſ/town, The third Roll was for a Glaſs Furnace, to 


make Beads, which was the current Coin in the Indian 
Sir George Trade; and one Captain Norton, with ſome Italian Work. 
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men, was ſent over for that Purpoſe. The fourth was for 
ſetting out a trading Voyage with the Indians, for Skins and 
Furs. For, the Company was informed from ſeveral Hands, 
that the French and Dutch carried on a very profitable Trade 
of that Sort, in Delawarr and Hudſon's Rivers, which were 
within the Limits of their Grant, and then eſteemed Parts 
of Virginia, They therefore reſolved, to vindicate their 
Right, and not to permit Foreigners to run away with ſo 
lucrative a Branch of their Trade. One N toy 
was accordingly ſent upon the Voyage ; but by the Wick- 
edneſs of him and his Mariners, the Adventure was loſt, and 
the whole Project overthrown. To theſe Rolls, the Earl of 
Southampton and Sir Edwin Sandys, each ſubſcribed two 
hundred Pounds ; and ſuch was the Zeal and Reſolution of 
the Adventurers to advance the Colony, that they were ſoon 
compleated, and put into Execution. At the ſame time, 
the Company, in their Letters to the Governor and Coun- 
cil, recommends to them the Prevention of Fraud and De- 
ceit in Tobacco; and that ſome Proviſion ſhould be made, 
for burning all baſe and rotten Traſh, and none ſuffered to 
go home, but what was very good; whereby, they ſaid, 
there would certainly be more advanced in the Price, than 
loſt in the Quantity. 

Br Tobacco was, at this time, a very ſinking Com- 
modity, For altho' the Planters magiſterially forced it on 
the Company and others, at the current Price of three Shil- 
lings a Pound, yet it would not turn out at home, after 
Shrinkage and Waſte, and the Diſcharge of the Duty and 
Freight, (which laſt alone was three Pence, and ſometimes 
four Pence, a Pound) at above two Shillings for the beſt, 
and the inferior Sort at ſcarce eighteen Pence a Pound. And 
beſides, the Trade was ſtrangely hampered and perplexed, 
by the weak and unſteady Counſcls of the puny Monarch, 
then on the Throne. For altho', in the Beginning of the 
former Year, the Company had yielded to his unreaſonable 
Demand of twelve Pence a Pound, yet ſoon after, in the 
ſame Summer, he iſſued a Proclamation, prohibiting a ge- 
neral Importation of Tobacco, and reſtraining the Quantity 
from Virginia and the Samer-Iſlands, to fifty five thouſand 
Weight. At the ſame time, taking Advantage of an Offer 
of Sir Themas Smith and Alderman Fohnſon, in the Name 
of the Company, but without their Knowledge or Autho- 
rity, and ſo utterly diſclaimed by them, he granted a Mo- 
ncpoly of Tobacco; the ſole Importation whereof ber 
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and was far the largeſt and moſt conſiderable Adventurer 


lony, in the time of Cremmucll's 
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granted by Letters patent, firſt to Sir Thomas Roe and his 1627. 

Aſſociates (at whoſe Deſire and Inſtigation the Proclamation, A 

above mentioned was iſſued) and the Year after, to Mr. Sir C. 
acob and certain other Patentees. They proceeded moſt ow ww 

injuriouſly againſt both Companies, not only ſtinting them 

to too ſcant a Proportion, but alſo reſtraining them from 

ſelling their Tobacco, without their Seal and Allowance 

firſt had; for which, under the Pretence and Title of Garb- 

ling, they were obliged to Pay four Pence a Pound. This 

Garbling was an ancient Cuſtom of the City of London; and 

an Officer was appointed, who had Power to enter into any 

Shop or Warehouſe, to view and ſearch Drugs and Spices, 

and to garble the ſame; that is, to make them clean from 

all Garbles or "Traſh. And it was now put into Execution, 

and arbitrarily applied to Tobacco (a new Commodity in 

England, and therefore not legally ſubject to Garbling, with- 

out an expreſs Law) in order the more effectually to oppreſs 

the Companies and Plantations, and to ſqueeze the greater 

Gain out 'of them. 

Tus injured and diſtreſſed, the Company preſented 
their Petition and Repreſentation to his Majeſty, to which 
they received a gracious Anſwer, with large Profeſſions of 
his Love to the Colonies, and that it never was his Intention 
to grant any thing to their Prejudice ; but without any Re- 
dreſs of their Grievance. It was therefore at laſt reſolved, 
to prefer a Petition to the Houſe of Commons, and therein 
to complain of theſe Oppreſſions, which tended to the utter 
Deſtruction and Overthrow of the Colonies ; and as that 
Houſe had called into Queſtion, and intended to ſuppreſs, 
other Monopolies (a great and crying Grievance of thoſe 
2 doubted not, to receive from them a full and 
ample Redreſs, They likewiſe, at the Motion of Sir Ed- 
win Sandys, preſented Mr. Edward Bennet, a Citizen of 
London, with the Freedom of their Company ; becauſe he 
had written a Treatiſe, ſetting forth, in a clear and lively 
Manner, the great Inconvenience and Damage to the Na- 
tion, by the Importation of Spaniſh Tobacco; and becauſe 
he had frequently attended the Committees of the Heuſe of 
Commons, who were well inclined, to afford their utmoſt 
Aſſiſtance, for the Prohibition of foreign Tobacco. This 
Mr. Bennet immediately became the moſt deeply engaged, 


of any, then known, in the Affair of Virginia; whoſe 
oundations, in that early time, have continued down ta 
the proved, For his Nephew, Richard Bennet, Eſq; was 
the firſt Governor of Virginia, by the Election of the Co- 
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main of the Family, now ſeated in Maryland, is ſtill the 
richeſt and moſt wealthy, in all Kinds of Fortune and E- 
ſtate, of any in this Part of America. However, ſince the 
Semer-Iftand, could not well ſubſiſt without the Profits of 
their 1 obacco, and as the Territory of Virginia was large, 
their Soil good, and great Hopes conceived, that many other 
valuable Commodities would ſoon be produced and returned 
from thence, it was agreed, that the whole 55,000 Weight 
ſhould be imported from thoſe Iſlands; and the Virginia 
Company procured Storchouſes, and appointed Factors, at 
H{iddleburg and Fluſhing, and compounded with the States 
ot thoſe Cities, for a half Penny a Pound Cuſtom, for the 
Import, and the ſame Rate for the Export, of their To— 
bacco. So that no Virginia Tobacco was imported into 
Enviand, this Year, but all was carried and diſpoſed of in 
Fic!land. 
ut News of this State of their Affairs coming to Vir 
gia, the Colony was greatly alarmed, and drew up 2n 
humble Petition to the King, ſctting forth : That his Ma- 
jelly, out of his Religious Defire to ſpeed the Goſpel of 
Ciniſt, and princely Ambition to enlarge his Dominions 
hal given Encouragement to ſuch, as would go to /g 
nia, and granted them many goodly Privileges and Libertics, 
under the great Scal of Eagiand, than which they thougit 
15 carthly Aſlurance more firm and inviolable : "That in 
Confidence hercof, they, his Majcity's poor Subjects, had 
adventured their Lives and Fortunes thither; and in the 
Froſccution of the Enterpriſe, had undergone ſuch incredi- 
ble Diſculties and Sufterings, as would be ſhocking, in the 
Kclation, to his Majelty's ſacred Ears: That they had now, 
by the Divine Aſtiltance, in ſome Meaſure, overcome thoſe 
Dithcultics, and brought themfclves to an Ability of ſubſill- 
ing, without any other Help from England, than the uſual 
Courſe of Commerce; but that they had, of late, been 
brought into Danger, of returning into their former. or Even 
worſe Carcumit: cvs, by the ſiniſter Practices of ſome Mem- 
bers of the Company at home; who, pretending his Ma- 
jelty's Profit, but really aiming at their own exorbitant 
Gratn, had obtained a Pr oclamation, to prohibit the Impor- 
tation of Fobocco into {gland ; That other things, of 
greater real Value, required more time, than their preſling 
Necviutics would allow, and more Help, to bring them to 
Perfection, than they had ' till of late, been furn: hed with- 
al; and that, therefore, Tobzrco was the only Commodity, 
they ad yet been able to ruiſe, in order to ſupply themſelves 
un, 4.1 Fami S with panel, and other necdiul Supplements 
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bited, they muſt all, of Neceſſity, periſh, for Want of 1621. 
Cloathing, and ſuch Neceſſaries as both their Nature and 
Education required: That his Majeſty would, thereby, not Sir George 
only loſe ſo many good and loyal Subjects, as had adventu- — # 
red their Lives and Subſtance to Virginia, for the Promo- 2 
tion of thoſe great Ends, the Glory of God, and his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, but muſt likewiſe be deprived of the Hope 
and Proſpect of acquiring a Territory, as large, and capa- 
ble of becoming as opulent, as any of thoſe Kingdoms he 
at preſent polletled : Since therefore they were aſlured, that 
lis Majeſty tendered the Lives and Welfare of his Subjects, 
above "Thouſands of Gold and Silver, and ſince his Royal 
Word was engaged, and even ratified under the great Seal 
of England, they beſought him, out of his princely Com- 
pation, either to revoke that Proclamation, and to reſtore 
them to their ancient Liberty, or elſe to ſend for them 
home, and not ſuffer the Heathen to triumph over them. 

T His Petition was tranſmitted to the I reafurer and Com- 
pany, and was ſeconded by a Letter ſrom Sir George Yeardley 
and the Council, to the Company, deſiring, that it might 
be preſented to his Majeſty, in as humble and effectual a 
Manner as poſlible; becauſe, as they conceived, the very 
Liſe of the Colony depended upon the Succeſs of it. But 
before it came to hand, the King was become ſenſible of 
the Damage, that hence accrued to himſelf, by the Dimi- 
nution of his Cuſtoms. The Deputy therefore, and ſome 
others of the Company, were ſent for, in October this Year, 
and received an angry Rebuke from the Lords of the Privy 
Council ; importing, that Complaint had been made to that 
Board, that the Company had ſet up a Trade in Holland, 
and carried all their Commodities thither ; and requiring an 
Anſwer, whether they would bring all their Commodities 
into England, or continue their Trade in the Low-Countries. 
To the former Part of this, the Anſwer was ready and ob- 
vious ; that they had indecd carried their 'T obacco to Mid- 
dlelurg, not out of Choice, but being conſtrained thereto _ 
by his Majeſty's Proclamation, and an Order of their own | 
Board. And as to the latter Part, concerning bringing all 
their Commodities into England, as it was a new and un- 
expected Propoſition, and à Point of great Weight and ſu- 

8 ture Conſequence, they took ſome Time to conſider of it, 
and then returned a long and very reſpectful Anſwer : 

THar it was a Liberty and Privilege, generally taken 
0 and enjoyed, by all his Majeſty's Subjects, to carry their 

Commodities to the beſt Markets: That many Commodi- 
ties were now ſet on Foot, and expected foun to be returned 
f ſrom Virginia, which, altho' in ſome Demand in other 
Countiicgs 
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Countries, yet would not be vendible in England, nor pay 


the Expence of Freight and Cuſtom: That neither the 


— — — 


Muſcovy Company, nor any other ancient Corporation, wa 
under ſuch a Reſtraint, to whoſe greateſt Privileges and Im. 
munities, they were entitled, by the expreſs Words of his 
Majeſty's Charter: That the 8 had granted ſeveral 
Patents, with the ſame Privileges as they themſelves enjoy. 
ed, to divers Perſons of noble and worthy Families, who 
had thereupon expended great Sums of Money, and ſome 
their whole Eſtates in the Plantation ; and that it was not 
in their Power, nor would it be conſonant to Law or Equi- 
87 now to revoke or reſtrain them: That they conceived 
themſelves to have no Right or Authority, to diſpoſe of the 
Goods of the private Planters in Virginia, who are declared, 
by his Majeſty's Charter, to be as free, as any other his 
Subjects, and who had merited, by their long and hard Ser- 
vices, all Manner of Immunity and Encouragement : That 
they could not forbid or reſtrain them, from trading and 
bartering their Commodities freely, with ſuch Ships as car- 
ried Paſſengers, moſt of which proceeded on trading Voyag- 
es, and returned not directly to England: That a Trade had 
lately begun between /feland and Virginia, for Cattle and 
other Neceſſaries, for which Contracts were made in To- 
bacco ; and that this Trade would hereby be nipped in the 
Bud, to the exceeding great Prejudice, and the Hazard of 
the utter Ruin of the hay And laſtly, That it was not 
in the Power of the few Members of the Company, then in 
Town in the Time of Vacation, to conclude any thing po- 
ſitive, in an Affair of that vaſt Importance; wherein above 
a thouſand Adventurers in England, and near four thouſand 
Inhabitants of Virginia, were deeply intereſted and con- 
cerned. After which, they concluded, with aſſuring their 
Lordſhips, that they affected no foreign Trade, but in Caſes 
of mere Neceſſity, and for the better Support and Advance- 
ment of the Colony; that they ſhould always endeavour at 
ſuch a mutual Commerce between England and Virginia, 
as ſhould be conſiſtent with the Honour and Benefit of both; 
and that, next to God's Glory, they chiefly aimed at the 
Good of their Country, his Majeſty's Honour, and the Ad- 
vancement of his Profit and Revenue; for which Ends, 
they had, out of their own private Eſtates, beſides their 
Labour and Time, expended above an hundred thouſand 
Pounds, without any Return, not only of Profit, but even 
of the leaſt Part of the Principal itſelf, to any one of the Ad- 
venturers, that they knew of. : 
THr1s Anfwer gave no Satisfaction to their Lordſhips; 


but they were referred to Mr. Taceb, their old Antagonif 
ad 
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and Oppreſſor; and were likewiſe ordered to give in their 
peremptory Anſwer, whether 27 would import, not all 
their Commodities, but all their 

gland. With Mr. Jacob, they cquld come to no ſatisfac- 
tory Accommodation; and as to importing all their Tobac- 
co into England, they beſought their Lordſhips, to be left 
at W either to import, or not import it into England, 
as they ſhould find it moſt beneficial to the Colony. But 
if they muſt be obliged te import all or none, — declar- 
ed, it was their Choice, to import none into England, the 
enſuing Vear. But their Lordſhips termed this an undutiful 
Anſwer, and commanded them, at their Peril, to bring all 
their Tobacco into England. And the Deputy and Com- 
mittee, appointed to attend their Lordſhips, offering ſome 
Reaſons, they were told, that they were not to diſpute at 
that Board, but to obey ; and ſo were diſmiſſed, with high 
Marks of their Diſpleaſure and Indignation. 

THESE Proceedings, being reported to the Company, 
cauſed great Grief and Dejection among them. For the 
Importation of Spani/h, and all other Tobaccoes, was then 
free; and altho' the Houſe of Commons, in their laſt Seſ- 
ſion, had entered into ſome Conſideration about it, 22 [ 
cannot find, that any thing material was done in the Mat- 
ter. And as to the King, out of his doating Fondneſs for 
the Spani/h Match, and his eager Deſire, to give all poſſible 
Pleaſure and Advantage to his good Friend and Brother, the 
King of Spain, he was even active and diligent, to protecł 
and advance the Importation of Spanih Tobacco. Howe- 
ver, the Deputy exhorted the Company not to be diſcou- 
raged at theſe Diſaſters, For he hoped, that God would 
ſtill exert himſelf in the Protection of Virginia, who had 
turned for the beſt, divers former Projects, which threatned 
the Ruin and Deſtruction of the Colony. And he deſired, 
that having put their Hands to the Plough, they would not 
now look back, or be weary of well-doing. F, or the Ac- 
tion was univerſally confeſſed, to be moſt chriſtian, ho- 
nourable, and glorious, and of extreme Conſequence to the 
Commonwealth and Realm of England; and altho' they 
might ſeem to have caſt their Bread upon the Waters, yet 
after many Days, he doubted not, but they ſhould find it 
again, to their great Comfort and Advantage. And he far- 
ther told them, that altho* their exhauſted Treaſury had 
been able to do little that Year, for ſending People to Vir- 
2 yet it had pleaſed God to ſtir up ſo many worthy 

inds, for the Advancement of the Colony, that no leſs 
than twenty Ships were already gone, or ready to go, in 


Which would be tranſported above à thouſand Perſons, * 
Y 


obacco only, into En- Sir George 
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_ 1621. by Captain Smith's Account, there were. twenty one Sail 
Wb art of Ships ſent this Year, with thirteen hundred Men, Wo— 
3 men, and Children; which might likewiſe be true, 28 it 
Govergar, Was only October, and the Year not concluded, when Mr 


Deputy Ferrar made this Report to the Company. 


Mn. Copeland, Chaplain to the Reyal-Fames, an Eaf.” 


India Ship juſt returned to England, by his Example and 
Perſuaſions, prevailed on the Ship's Company to contribute 
ſeventy Pounds, towards building a Church or a Free-ſchog] 
in Virginia; and an unknown Perſon gave thirty Pounds 
more, to make the Benefaction an hundred; to which twen- 
ty five Pounds were afterwards added, by another unknown 
* It was therefore determined to build a School at 
Chartes-City (which was judged the moſt commodious Place, 
2nd moſt convenient to all Parts of the Colony) by the Name 
of the Faft-India School 3 and the Company allotted, for 
tie Waintenanct of the Maſter and Uſer, a thouſand A- 
cres of Land, with five Scrvants and an Overſeer. "This 
School wis ty be collegiate, and to have Dependence upon 
the College at Henrico ; into which, as ſoon as the College 
was ſufficiently cndowed, and capable to receive them, thz 
Scholars were to be adm'tted and advanced, according to 
their Deſerts and Proficiency in Learning. Mr. Copeland 
was alſo preſented with the Frecdom of the Company, and 
with three hundred Acres of Land in Virginia. And Car 
penters were accordingly fent over for this Purpoſe, early 
the next Year. 

Fr Frances O the 18th of November, Sir Francis Hat entered 

ef al Oo upon his Government; but inſtead of his hundred "Tenants, 
he received only forty fix from Sir George Yeardley, who 
refuſed to make the Number good, as he was under na 
ſuch Contract with the Company, when he came Gover— 
nor, and as he had even offercd to ſurrender them all back 
again, into the Company's Hands. Sir Francis ſent Mr. 
Thorpe immediately, to Opitchapan and Opechancanongh, to 
confirm all former Leagues, between the Eugliſh and them. 
They both expreſſed great Satisfaction at the Arrival of ths 
new Governor, and were content that the Engliſh thoull 
inhabit the Country; and Mr. Thorpe thought, that he per- 
ceived more Motions of Religion in Cpechancanongh, than 
could eaſily be imagined, in ſo great Ignorance and Plind- 
nets, He acknowledged his own Religion, not to be the 
right Way ; and defired to be inſtructed in the Chriſtian 
Faith. He confefled, that God loved the Englifh bettet 
than them ; 2nd he thought, the Cauſe of God's Anger 
- rainſt them was their Cuſtom of conjuring their Children, 
and making them black Boys, He had alfo ſome RK a0w- 
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ledge of the Heavens ; had obſerved the North Star, and 
the Courſe of the Conſtellation about it; and called the 
Great Bear, Manguahaian, which, in their Language, ſig- 
nied the ſame. He gave Mr. Thorpe Hopes of their en- 
tertaining ſome Eugliſb Families among them, and their 
ſending ſome of theirs to cohabit with the Eugliſb; and 
confirmed a former Promiſe, of ſending a Guide with the 
Engliſh to ſome Mines beyond the Falls. But all theſe fair 
Proteflions and Promiſes, ſeem to have been only Diflimu- 
lation and Policy. For that ſavage Prince certainly never 
had any real Friendſhip or Love for the Hngliſb; but watch- 
ed all proper Opportunities and Pretences, to do them Miſ- 
chief, or even utterly deſtroy them. It was likewiſe or- 
dered, upon the Acceſſion of this new Governor, that the 
Colony ſhould only tend a thouſand Plants, for every Head, 
with nine Leaves on cach Plant; which, by their Ce 
tation, would amount to about an hundred Weight, ac- 
cording to the Company's expreſs Inſtructions, in Conſe- 
quence of his Majeſty's Deſire and Advice. Mr. Gookin 
too, who was under Contract with the Company for Cat- 
tle, arrived with them out of [reland, on the 22d of No- 
vember; and he brought with him fifty Men of his own, 
and thirty Paſſengers, exceedingly well furniſhed with all 
Kinds of Proviſion, and ſeated himſelf at Newport's-News. 
The Inhabitants alſo made a Contribution of fifteen hun- 
dred Pounds, to build a Gueſt-houſe, for the Reception 
and Entertainment of New-Comers ; which was according- 
ly undertaken, and in a Way of being well executed, by 
Lieutenant Fabez Il hitater, to his own great Commenda- 
tion, and to the general Satisfaction of the People here, and 
the Company in London. 
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BEeroRET finiſh this Year, it will not be improper, 


briefly to remark, what then paſſed in the Parliament of 
England. There were two Seſſions of Parliament this 
Year. The firſt began in January, and paſſed off peacea- 
bly. They granted the King Money, to ſupport the Pa- 
latine of the Rhine, againſt the Houſe of Auſtria; and 
were content to ſuppreſs ſume Monopolies, without touch- 
Ing on their Author, the Marquiſs of Buckingham, altho” 
he was generally known, and even plainly accuſcd of it, by 
dir Henry Yelverton, the late Attorn«y-General. However 
I do not find, that the Monopoly of Tobacco came under 
their Reſtraint. Cnly the eminent Lawyers of the Houſe 


of Commons declared the Patent for Garuling utterly ille- 


gal, and a great Grievance in the Lrection, but wuch more 
ſo, if it ſhould be brought into Execution. And this Zeſlion 
bad alſo another good Effect: For at their very firſt Meets 


ing, 
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ing, the Reſtraint on Tobacco was taken off, and Liberty 
given, at leaſt by Connivance, freely to import it into Ex- 
gland; which indeed, I ſuppoſe, was the Reaſon, that nei. 
ther the yy . th Petition was delivered, nor any thi 


elſe done in the Houſe of Commons, with Relation to that 
unlawful, unjuſt, and oppreſſive Monopoly. 

THE ſecond Seffion began the 2oth of November, and 
was hot and angry. The Diſpute between the King and 
the Houſe of Commons, concerning the Extent of the 
Royal Prerogative, and the Rights, Franchiſes, and Privi- 
leges of Parliament, roſe fo high, that the King firſt ad. 
Journed, and then diſſolved them, in a Paſſion. However 
before that could be done, the Commons entered upon 
their Journals a Proteſtation, aſſerting their Parliamentary 
Rights and Privileges. But the King, eleven Days after 
the Adjournment, called for the Clerk of the Houſe of 
Commons ; and demanding the Journals, he declared, in 
full Council, and in the Preſence of all the Judges then in 
Town, that it was invalid, annulled, void, and of no Ef. 
fect; and did moreover, with his own Hand, take the faid 
Proteſtation out of the Journal-Book of the Houſe of 


Commons. And not content with theſe Marks of his Dif. 


pleaſure, he proceeded farther againſt ſome of the warmeſt 
of the Houſe of Commons; whom he tiled, fiery, popu- 
lar, and ill-tempered Spirits. Sir Edwin Sandys was im- 
priſoned during the Seſſion, which cauſed a great Tumult 
in the Houſe. And altho' the King, upon the Houſe" 
ſending a Meſſage to Sir Edwin, to 88 the Reaſon d 
his Confinement, declared, in a Letter to the Speaker, that 
it was not for any Miſdemeanor in Parliament, yet I ſuſ- 
ped, his Impriſonment was deſigned, to prevent him from 
acting with Vigor, in the Caſe of the Monopoly, and other 
illegal Oppreſſions on Tobacco; and this the more eſpe- 
cially, as I can no where find, that any Reaſon or Pretence 
was given for his Commitment. However, the King's O- 
pinion, concerning his Power over the Members, wa 
plainly expreſſed in that Letter. For he orders the Speaker 
to tell the Houſe, in his Name, that he conceived himſell 
to have both Right and Ability, to puniſh any Man' 
Miſdemeanors in Parliament, as well during their fitting, 
as after; which Power he meant not hereafter to ſpare, # 
Occaſion ſhould be adminiſtred, by the inſolent Behaviour 
of any of their Members. And agreeably to this Deck- 
ration, Sir Edward Coke, the great Lawyer, Sir Robert 
Philips, Mr. John Selden, another Prodigy of Law, and 
all Kinds of Knowledge, Mr. Pym, and Mr. Mallery, were 


| Ippriſoned, after the Receſs, profeſſedly for their Behaviour 
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in Parliament. And Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Thomas Crew, 16321. 


Sir Nathaniel Rich, and Sir James Perrot, were ſent into — 
Ireland, under Pretence of enquiring into ſundry Matters, Sir Francis 


relating to his Majeſty's Service in that Kingdom, but, in 
Reality, by Way of Baniſhment. The Earls of Oxford 
and Southampton were likewiſe ſent to the Lower, ſoon af» 
ter the Diſſolution, on ſome far-fetched Pretences. But the 
trus Reaſon was eaſily and publickly perceived, and that 
their real Crime was, having ſpoke too freely in Parliament 

concerning the King's Conduct. | 
I have made this Relation, not ſo much as it is a remark- 
able Era in the Engliſb Hiſtory, which 2 Rife to two 
profeſſed Parties, the one for the King's Prerogative, and 
the other for the Rights of Parliament and the Liberty of 
the Subject; nor as it was alſo the firſt open Breach, be- 
tween the King and the People, which, by ſubſequent 
Provocations and Heart-burnings, at laſt broke out, into a 
moſt unhappy and virulent Civil War. But I have men- 
tioned theſe Things chiefly, as they relate to my Subject, 
and will contribute to let the Reader more fully into the 
Springs and Motives of ſome future Tranſactions. For it 
will be readily perceived, that many of the moſt eminent 
and active Oppoſers, in Parliament, of the King's arbitrary 
Views, were alſo principal and leading Members of the Vir- 
ginia Company ; and it is well known, with what an Eye 
of Jealouſy and Diſpleaſure, that Prince ever looked upon 
ſuch, as dared to ſtand up for the Liberty of their Country, 
or were ſo far infected with the mortal Taint of a publick 
(or as he thought it) a republican Spirit, as to oppoſe his 
Claim to an unlimited and deſpotick Power. It will not 
therefore be ſurpriſing, to find him hereafter, notwith- 
ſtanding his many affected and anile Profeſſions of Love and 
Affection to the Colonies, not only much diſguſted at the 
Company, and little inclined to do them any Favour, but 
even, in their Diſſolution, making a Stretch of that Prero- 
gative, which many of them had the Boldneſs to queſtion 

and withſtand. | 

BuT the Colony being now much enlarged and en- 
creaſed, it was found very troubleſome to bring all Cauſes 
to James-Town. Inferior Courts were therefore, in the 
Beginning of the Ve r 1622, appointed in convenient Places, 
to relieve the Governor and Council from this vaſt Burthen 
of Buſineſs, and to render Juſtice the more cheap and ac- 
celſible. This was the Original and Foundation of our 
County Courts; altho* the Country was not yet laid off in 
nties, but ſtill continued in Townſhips and particular 
lutations, as they called thoſe Scttlynents, which were 
not 


Wyat Go- 
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not conſiderable enough, to have the Title and Privilege of 
Burroughs. 

Bur this Year is rendered moſt memorable in our 
Annals, by a cruel and bloody Maflacre, concerted by (). 
pechancanough and the Indians, and executed on the Englijh 
Colony, on the 22d of March, upon the following Oc- 
caſion and Manner. There was a noted Indian, called Ne. 
mattanmny, who was wont, out of Bravery and Parade, to 
dreſs himſelf up, in a ſtrange antic and barbaric Fathion, 
with Feathers ; which therefore obtained him, among the 


Engliſh, the Name of Fack of the Feather. This Indian 


was highly renowned among his Countrymen, for Courage 
and Policy; and was univerſally eſteemed by them the great- 
eſt War-Captain of thoſe Times. He had been in many 
Skirmiſhes and Engagements with the Engliſh, and braveh 
expoſed his Perſon ; yet by his Activity, Conduct, and good 
Fortune, he had always eſcaped without a Wound. This, 
aided by his Craft and Ambition, eaſily wrought, in the 


Minds of thoſe iznorant and ſuperſtitious Barbarians, a fond 
Conceit, that he was invulnerable and immortal. This 


Captain came to the Houſe of one Morgan, who had many 
ſuch Commodities, as ſuited the rude Taſte of the [ndtan, 


Being ſmit with the Deſire of ſome of thoſe Baubles, he 


' perſuaded Morgan to go with him to Pamunkey, upon the 


Promiſe and Aſſurance of a certain and advantageous Trat- 
fick. But, upon the Way, he murdered the poor credu- 
lous Engliſbman; and within two or three Days, returned 
again to his Houſe. There were only two ſturdy Lads 
there, the late Morgan's Servants; who ſeeing him wear 
their Maſter's Cap, aſked for their Maſter, and Fact franł- 
ly told them he was dead. Being confirmed in their dub 
picion, they ſeiſed him, and endeavoured to carry him be- 
fore Mr. Thorpe, who then lived at Berkeley. But Fack ſo 
provoked them, by his Reſiſtance and Inſolence, that at 


luaſt they ſhot him down, and put him into a Boat, in order 


fo carry him before the Governor, who was then within ſe- 
ven or eight Miles of the Place. On the Way, our fainting 
Immortal felt the Pangs of Death very ſtrong upon him, 
and earneſtly entreated the Boys to grant him two things; 
firſt, never to make it known that he was flain by a Bullet; 


and ſecondly, to bury him among the Engliſb, that the cer- 


tain Knowledge, and Monument of his Mortality, might 
be ſtill concealed, and kept from the Sight of his Coun- 
men. Such was the Vanity of this poor Barbarian, and 
ſo ſtrong his Deſire of falſe Glory in the Opinion of others, 
againſt the Experience and plain Conviction of his owl 
Co 
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Opechancanough was a haughty, politic, and bloody Man, 


ever intent on the Deſtruction of the Engliſb, and ready 3 
He Sir rancit 
had been diſcovered, the Vear before, tampering with 1 


to catch at every Pretence, for effecting his Purpoſe. 


King on the Eaſtern Shore, to furniſh him with a Poiſon, 
either real or ſuppoſed, in order to poiſon the Exgliſh Co- 
lony. He had alſo been accuſed to the Governor, of a De- 
ſign, to draw together a very great Force, under Colour of 
celebrating ſome funeral Rites to Powhatan, but really with 
Intent to cut off all the Engliſb. But Sir George Yeardley, 
by this Information, was rendered very watchful of his Mo- 
tions; ſo that he was either diſappointed in his Scheme, 
or elſe, as Sir George thought, had never really formed any 
ſuch Deſign. As to this Warrior, he was fo far from be- 
ing in his Favour, that he had ſent Word to Sir George 

Yeardley, ſome time before, that he ſhould be content, if 
his Throat were cut. Yet he being 2 popular Man, and 
much lamented by the Indians, Opechancancugh pretended, 
the better to inflame and exaſperate them, to be much 
grieved at his Death, and was very loud, at firſt, in his 
Threats of Revenge. But the Reaſon and Juſtice of the 
thing being evinced, and receiving alſo ſome ſtern and re- 
ſolute Anſwers from the Engliſh, he cunningly diſlembled 
his Intent for the preſent, and treated a Meſlenger, ſent to 
him about the Middle of March, with extreme Civility and 
Kindneſs ; affuring him, that he held the Peace ſo firm, 
that the Sky ſhould fall ſooner, than it ſhould be violated 
on his Part. And ſuch was the Treachery and Diſſimula- 
tion of the reſt of the Indians, that, but two Days before, 
they kindly conducted the Engliſb through the Woods, and 
ſent home one that lived among them, to learn their Lan- 
guage, Nay, on the very Morning of that fatal Day, as 
alſo the Evening before, they came, as at other Times, un- 
armed into the Houſes of the Exgliſb, with Deer, Turkics, 
Fiſh, Fruits, and other things to ſell; and in ſome Places, 
lat down to Breakfaſt with them. Yet ſo general was the 
Combination, and their Plot ſo well laid, to cut off the 
whole Colony, in one Day, and at the ſame Inſtant, that 
they had all Warning, one from another, through all their 
Habitations, though tar diſtant from each other, and every 
Party and Nation had their Stations appointed, and Parts 
alfigned, at the Plantations of the Engliſb, ſome being di- 
rected to one Place, and ſome to another. 

Tun Engliſh, on the other hand, were by this Beha- 
viour, as well as on other Accounts, lulled into a fatal Se- 
curity. They thoug't the Peace ſure and inviolable, not 
% much becauſe oi their f:lema Promiſes and Enyage- 
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ments, as becauſe it was highly uſeful and neceſſary to the 


— Indians themſelves. For thoſe poor, weak, and naked Bar. 


Sr Francis 
Vat Go- 
Y-rnvr , 


barians were, every way, advantaged by the Engliſh, By 
the Peace, they were ſafely ſheltered and defended from all 
other Enemies; they were ſupplied with ſeveral neceſſary 


Tools and Utenfils, and other Commodities of Pleaſure ang: 


Entertainment; they were ſomething acquainted with, and 
got a Taſte of Civil Life; and were beſides no ways in a 
Condition, to withſtand an Exgliſb Wer, becauſe ,of the 
Superiority of their Arms, the Advantage of their Diſci- 
pline and native Courage, and their greater Skill in all milita- 
ry Arts and Stratagems. The Engliſh had likewiſe ever 
treated them with the utmoſt Humanity and Kindneſs, out 
of the Hope and Deſire, of thereby alluring and bringing 
them over, to the Knowledge of God and his true Religion, 
For nothing was more earneſtly recommended from En. 
gland, or more heartily deſired and endeavoured by many 

ood and pious Perſons of the Colony, than their Conver- 
| wa ; which, agreeably to the Spirit of the Goſpel, and of 
the Proteſtant Religion, and greatly to the Honour of our 
Nation, was always purſued, by the Ways of Gentlenebß 
and Perſuaſion, and never by thoſe unchriſtian Arguments 
of Fire and Sword. On all theſe Accounts, the Engl 
were ſo confident and ſecure, that there could ſeldom be met 
with, in their Houſes, a Sword or a Firelock, and moſt of 
their Plantations were ſeated in a ſcattered and ſtraggling 
Manner, as a convenient Situation, or a choice Vein of rich 
Land, invited them; and indeed it was generally thought, 
the further from Neighbours the better. All Indians were 
kindly received into their Houſes, fed at their Tables, and 
even lodged in their Bedchambers ; ſo that they ſeeme!, 
entirely to have coaleſccd, and to live together, as one Pev- 
ple. And the Engliſb were ſo far infatuated, by an Opini- 


on of their Simplicity, and of their Inclination, and even 


Intereſt, to maintain the Peace, that they lent them their 
Boats, as they paſſed backwards and forwards, to concert 
their Meaſures, and to confult upon the execrable Delign 

of murdering and utterly extirpating the whole Nation. 
Tun Hour appointed being come, and the Indians, by 
Reaſon of their Familiarity, knowing exactly, in what 
Places and Quarters every Engli/hman was to be found, 
roſe upon them at once, ſparing neither Sex nor Age, Man, 
Woman, nor Child; and they were fo quick and ſudden in 
their Execution, that few perceived the Weapon or Blow 
that brought them to their End. Some entered theif 
Houſes, under Colour of Trade; others drew them abroad, 
upon ſpecious Pretences; whilit the relt ſell n 2 
chele, 
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thoſe, that were at their ſeveral Works and Labours. And 1622. 
thus, in one Hour, and almoſt at the ſame Inſtant, fel 
three hundred and forty ſeven, Men, Women, and Chil- Sir Francis 
dren ; moſt of them, by their own Tools and Weapons, 2 5 
and all, by the Hands of a perfidious, naked, and daſtardly : 
People, who durſt not ſtand the preſenting of a Staff, in 

Manner of a Firelock, nor an uncharged Piece, in the 

4 Hands of a Woman. Neither were they content with their 

he Lives only ; but they fell again upon their dead Bodies, de- 

i- facing, dragging, and mangling them into many Pieces, 


a- W and carrying ſome Parts away, with a baſe and brutiſh 
er Triumph. 

ut IN this Havock, fix of the Council were ſlain. For 
ng thoſe Blood-hounds, with equal Spight and Barbarity, mur- 
n. dered all before them, without any Remorſe or Pity, and 
ts without having any Regard to Dignity, or even to thoſe 
ny WW Perſons who were beſt known to them, or from whom 
et- WW they had daily received many Benefits. —_—— was 
of that pious, worthy, and religious Gentleman, Mr. George 
wr WM Thorpe, Deputy to the College Lands, and both in Com- 
cl mand and Deſert, one of the Principal in Virginia. He 


nt! had been of the King's Bed-Chamber, and was a Perſon of 
1/> WW conſiderable Figure in England. Yet ſo truly and earneſtly 
net did he afte& their Converſion, that he left all at home, and 
of WW came over chief Manager to the College, a Foundation 
ing WF deſigned for their Education and Converſion. And here he 
ich ſeverely puniſhed, whoſoever, under him, did them the 
ht, i leaſt Diſpleaſure. He thought nothing too dear or precious 
cre for them, nor ever denied them any thing. Inſomuch that, 
and WF being frightened at the Engliſb Maſtives, he cauſed ſome 
cl, of them to be killed in their Preſence, to the great Grief 
c- of their Owners, and would fain have had all the reſt gelt, 
in- to make them mild and peaceable. He alſo built the King 
en a handſome Houſe, after the Engliſb Faſhion ; in which he 
feilt took ſuch Pleaſure, eſpecially in the Lock and Key, that he 
cert WW would lock and unlock his Door, an hundred times a Day, 
1120 and was ſo taken with the Device, that he thought nothing 

in the Word comparable to it. And thus inſinuating him- 
by W felf into that Barbarian's Favour, he would often confer 
vhat I with him about Religion ; and that treacherous Infidel 
nd, would ſeem much pleaſed with his Diſcourſe and Compa- 
lan, ny, and very deſirous to requite all Eis Courteſy and Kind- 
nin neſs. Yet did this unyzreattul and viperous Brood, not only 
o murder this good Gentleman, but with ſuch Spight and 
heir Scorn abuſe his dead Corps, as is unfit to be heard, or re- 
dad, lated. At the very Minute of the Execution, bis Man, 
eng perceiving ſome i rcachery, warned him to look to himſelf ; 
02) P:3 and 
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and withal ran off, and ſo ſaved his own Life. But his 
Maſter, out of his good Meaning, was ſo void of Suſpicion, 
and full of Confidence, that they had flain him before he 
could, or would believe, they intended any Harm. Captain 
Nathanicl Pawel, another of the Council, who had ſome 
time been Governor of the Country, was alſo killed. He. 
was one of the firſt Planters, a brave Soldier, had deſerved 
well in all Ways, was univerſally valued and eſteemed b 
all Partics and Factions, and none in the Country better 
known among the Iadiaus. Yet they flew both him and 
his Family ; and afterwards haggled their Bodies, and cut 
off his Head, to expreſs their utmoſt Height of Scorn and 
Cruelty. '--: 

T 41s Slaughter was a deep and grievous Wound to the 
yet weak and Infant Colony; but it would have been much 
more general, and almoſt univerſal, if God had not put it 
into the Heart of a converted Indian, to make a Diſcovery, 
This Convert, whoſe Name was Chanco, lived with one 
Richard Pace, who treated him, as his own Son. The 
Night before the Maſſacre, another Indian, his Brother, 
lay with him ; and telling him the King's Command, and 
that the Execution would be performed the next Day, he 
urged him to riſe and kill Pace, as he intended to 00 by 
Perry, his Friend. As ſoon as his Brother was gone, the 
Chrittian Indian roſe, and went and revealed the whole 
Matter to Pace; who immediately gave Notice thereof to 
Captain William Powel, and having ſecured his own Houſe, 
rowed off before Day to "Zames-Town, and informed the 
Governor of it. By this Means, their Deſign was prevent- 
ed at Fames-Tmwn, and all ſuch Plantations, as could poſli- 
bly get Intelligence in time. For where-ever they ſaw the 
Engliſh upon their Guard, or a ſingle Muſket preſented, 
they ran off, and abandoned their Attempt. 

SUCH alſo, at other Places, as had ſufficient Warning 
to make Reſiſtance, ſaved their Lives. Nathaniel Cauſic, 
one of Captain Smith's old Soldiers, being cruelly wounded, 
did, with an Axe, cleave down one of their Sculls ; and 
tho' they were all about him, yet they fled away, and he 
eſcaped. At anutiier Place, two Men only, having Notice 
of their Deſign, defended a Houſe = ſixty or more, 
that aſſuulted it. At JYarraſqueake, one Mr. Balduin, 
when his Wife was ſo wounded, that ſhe lay for dead, yet 
by often diſcharging his Piece, drove them off, and ſaved 
both her and his Houſc, together with himſelf and divers 
others. At Mr. Harriſon's, about half a Mile from Bala: 
win's, was Mr. Themas Hamer, with fix Men, and eigb- 
teen or ninstcen Women and Children. To him he Iu- 
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dians came, with many Preſents and fair Profeſhons. They 
pretended, they wanted Captain Ralph Hamer, to go to 
their King, then hunting in the Woods. Mr. Hamer ſent 
mmediately for his Brother, who was at a new Houſe, he 
was then building. But he not coming according to their 
With, they fet Fire to a Tobucco Houſe, and came and 
told them in the Dwelling Houſe of it. The Men ran to- 
wards it; and the Indians following, firſt ſhot them full of 
Arrows, and afterwards beat out their Brains. Mr. Hamer, 
having finiſhed a Letter he was writing, ran out to ſee 
what was the Matter. But he ſoon rceccivedan Arrow in his 
Back, which obliged him to retire into the Houſe, and 
barricade the Doors. Hereupon the Indians ſet Fire to the 
Houſe ; but Harriſon's Boy, juſt at that Inſtant, finding 
his Maſter's Gun loaded, ſhot at Random. At the bare 
Report, the Indians all fled ; and thereby left the Way o- 
pen to Mr. Hamer and twenty two more, to get to Bald- 
win's Houſe. Captain Ralph Hamer, all this while, was 
wholly ignorant of what was paſling ; but coming to his 
Brother, who had ſent for him, he met the Indians, cha- 
ſing ſome of the Englih. Whereupon he retired to his new 
Houſe, and with only Spades, Axes, and Brickbats, de- 
fended himſelf and his Company, till the Savages departed, 
Soon after, the Maſter of a Ship, lying near, and perceive- 
ing the Confuſion, ſent him ſix Muſketeers ; with whom 
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he recovered their Merchant's Store-houſe, and armed ten 


more; and ſo, with thirty other unarmed Workmen, he 
found out his Brother and the reſt, at Baldtvin's. But in 
the Midſt of this miſerable Slaughter and Uproar, a little 
Houſe and ſmall Family, not far from Martin's Hundred, 
at which Place alone ſeventy three were flain, not only 
eſcaped, but never heard any thing of it, till two Days after, 

AT this time alſo, Captain Ral-9h Crofhaw was in Pa- 
tnomack River, trading in a ſmall Bark, commanded by 
Captain Spilman. There an Indian ſtole aboard, and told 
them of the Maſſacre; and that Op-chancanough had been 
practiſing with his King and Country, to betray them, which 
they refuſed to do; but that the Indians of Mighcocomocs had 
undertaken it. Hereupon Captain Sp:/man went thither, 
But they, ſeeing his Men fo vigilant and well armed, ſuſ- 
pected themſelves to be diſcovered ; and therefore, the bet- 
ter to colour their Guilt, and delude him, they gave him 
fuch Satisfaction in his Trade, that his Veſſel was ſoon near 
loaded. After this, Captain Craſbato went up to Patoto- 
mack, He had been long acquainted with that King; who 
now very earneſtly entreated him, to ſtay with him, and 
fo be his Friend, his Director, and Captain, againſt ſeveral 
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neighbouring Nations, his mortal Enemies. Creſhaw very 


C— readily embraced his Offer; as well to promote ſome pri- 
Sir Francis vate Views of his own in Trade, as to keep him firm to the 


Engliſh Intereſt, and make him an uſeful Opponent and In- 
ſtrument againſt Opechancanough. Therefore, relying on 
the Faith of this Barbarian, he ventured, with one Man 
only, to ſtay behind at Patowmack. 

IN the Beginning of this Year, before the Contrivance 
and Perpetration of this bloody Conſpiracy in Virginia, the 
unknown Gentleman in England, who had given five hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, towards the Converſion and Educa- 
tion of J1dian Children, having waited two Years, and re- 
ceived no ſatisfactory Account of the effectual Proſecution 
of his Deſign, wrote a Letter to the Company. Herein he 
complains, that what was done in that Affair, did by no 
Means anſwer his Expectation or Intent. And he requires, 
of the whole Body of the Company, towards which he ex- 
preſſes much Refpect, and an entire Confidence in their 
Uprightneſs and Integrity, that, as he had entruſted the 
Diſpoſal of that Money, a great and painfully gotten Part of 
his Eſtate, to their Care and Management, ſo they would 
ſce the ſame, ſpeedily and faithfully applied, to the Uſe in- 
tended. And he further propoſed to them, the procuring ſome 
of the male Children of the Indians, to be brought over in- 
to England (where they might be immediately under the 
Company's Eye and Inſpection) there to be educated and 
taught, and to wear a Habit, as the Children of Chri/t- 
Church Hoſpital do. In that Caſe, he deſires, that the hve 
hundred and fiſty Pounds might be converted to that Uſe; 
and he faithſully promiſes, to add four hundred and fifty 
Pounds more, to make the former Sum a thouſand, as ſoon 
as eight or ten Indian Children ſhould be placed in London, 
either in CH iſt's-Hloſpital, or in the Virginia School or 
Hoſpital, as it might be called; which, he doubted not, 
would be Yearly augmented, by the Legacies and Gifts of 
good Men. But if they liked not this Propoſition, then it 
was his humble Suit and Motion, that the former Gift, of 
five hundred and fiity Pounds, ſhould be immediately ap- 
plied, and wholly beſtowed, upon a Free-School in Scu- 
Hampton Hundred, or ſuch other Place, as he or his Friends 
ſhoujd approve: That in this School, properly endowed 
with ſuch Privileges, as they, in their Wiſdom, ſhould think 
fit, both Engliſh and [ndians ſhould be promiſcuouſly taught 
and brought up together; and that great Care ſhould be 
taken, to ſend over ſuch a Maſter, as ſhould bring a ſound 
Tcitimonial, of his Sufficiency in Learning, and Sincerity 
of Liic. And ſo praying, that the Lord would give ay 
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wiſe underſtanding Hearts, that his Work herein might not 1622. 
be negligently performed, he concludes, and ſubſcribes him 


ſelf Duſt and Ajhes ; a Name which he had ever, from the Wane Go. 


V.rnore 


firſt, aſſumed and made Uſe of, in this Affair. 

THis important Letter being read in Court, Sir Edwin 
Sandys gave the Company a particular Account of that 
whole Bufineſs : That the Money had been brought, in the 
Time of his being Treaſurer : That, upon mature Deliber- 
ation, it was reſolved by the Company, to divide it between 
Smith's, ſince called Southampton Hundred, and Martin's 
Hundred, each to undertake tor a certain Number of Infi- 
del Children : That Martin's Hundred, being then in a 
very weak and confuſed Condition, was afterwards, at the 
Entreaty of the Adventurers, eaſed from that Burthen and 
Charge, and the Whole laid on Scuthampton Hundred: That 
that Society, conſidering the Weight and Difficulty, as well 
as the Hazard of ſucceeding, were allo very unwilling to 
meddle with it, and oftered an hundred Pounds, to be ad- 
ded to the former five hundred and fifty, if they might be 
excuſed from it; but being earneſtly preſſed, they did at 
laſt yield to accept and undertake it: That after much and 
careful Conſultation, it was agreed by that Society, to em- 
ploy the ſaid Money, together with a far greater Sum out 
of the Society's Purſe, to furniſh out Captain Bluet, with 
eighty able and ſufficient Workmen, for ſetting up an Iron- 
Work in Virginia; whereof the Profits accruing, were in- 
tended and ordered, in a ratable Proportion, to be faith- 
fully employed, in educating thirty Indian Children, ac- 
cording to the Directions and Intent of the Donor : That 
Letters were likewiſe ſent to Sir George Yeardley, then Go- 
vernor of Virginia, and Captain alſo of Southampton Plan- 
tation; not only giving him large Advice and Direction 
therein, but alſo commending the Excellency and Piety of 
the Deſign, and adjuring him to employ his utmoſt Care 
and Induſtry in it, as a Work, whereon the Eyes of God 
and Men were fixed : That in Anſwer hereto, Sir George 
informed them, how difficult it was to obtain any of the 
Children, with the Conſent and good Liking of their Pa- 
rents; as well on Account of their Tenderneſs and Fond- 
neſs of them, as out of their Fear of hard Uſage from the 
Engliſh : That he therefore recommended a Treaty with 
Opechancanough ; which was accordingly ordered, and Sir 
George promiſed, to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours therein: 
That this Backwardneſs and Jealouſy of the Indians was not 
the only Hindrance to that pious Work; for Captain Bluet 
dying ſoon after his Arrival, it occaſioned another great Stop: 
That, however, Care had ſince been taken, to reſtore that 
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1622. Iron-Work, by a freſh Supply; fo that he hoped, the Gen- 
Gy— tleman would ſoon receive good Satisfaction, concerning the 


Sr Francis 
Wyat Co- 
VErnor, 


Diſpoſal and Effect of his Charity, as he was ſure they would, 
at all times, be both ready and willing to give a faithful 
Account of the Employment of the ſaid Money, 


SIR Edwin Sandys further ſaid, that as he could not but. 


highly commend the Gentleman, for this his worthy and 
moſt chriſtian Action, ſo he had obſerved great Inconveni- 
ency to ariſe from his Modeſty, by ſhunning Oftentation 
and vain Glory, and concealing his Name. For they were 
thereby deprived of that mutual Help and Advice, which 
they might otherwiſe have, by Conference with him. Nei- 
ther could he receive ſuch clear Satisfaction, or fully know, 
wit!: what Integrity and Care, the Affair had been man- 
aged ; the Succeſs whereof muſt be ſubmitted to the Will 
and Pleaſure of Almighty God, as it had been already com- 
mended to his Bleſſing. But as to the two Methods, now 
propoſed in his Letter, he doubted greatly for his Part, whe- 
ther cither of them would attain the deſired Effect. For, to 
ſend for them to England, would be far from anſwering the 
End, if he might judge from the Experience of thoſe, brought 
over by Sir Thomas Dale. And to build a Free-School for 
them in Virginia, he feared, conſidering, in their preſent 
Dotage on Tobacco, that no proper Workmen could be 
had, but at exceſſive Rates, it would rather tend to exhauſt 
this ſacred Treaſure in ſome ſmall Edifice, than to accom- 
pliſn ſuch a Foundation, as might ſatisfy Mens Expectations 
and Deſires. He therefore again wiſhed, that a Meeting 
might be had, between the Gentleman, or his Fricnds, and 
the Society of $;uthampton Hundred. That fo, all things 
being fully debated, and judiciouſly weighed, ſome Courle 
might be entered upon and purſued, for advancing and bring- 
ing to Effect ſo pious and excellent a Work; for which he 
prayed the Bleſſing of Almighty God to be upon the Au— 
thor: And all the Company anſwered, and ſaid Amen. 
BUT this charitable Gentleman, however ſtudious he was 
to conceal himſelf, was afterwards (if any Credit may be 
given to Captain Martin's Report) found to be Mr. Ga- 
briel Barber, the chief Manager and Book-keeper of thei 
Lotteries, and a very worthy, honeſt, and uſeful Member 
of the Company. He was himſelf then preſent, and heard 


this Account, with which he ſcems to have been ſatisfied. 


For he made no farther Demand or Stir in the Matter ; but 
continued aſterwards, in the time of their ſubſequent Quar- 
rels and Diſſentions, a very hearty and ſtrenuous Friend to 
the Company. Mr. George Ruggles allo, Fellow of Clare- 
Hall, in Cambridge, and a Brother of the Company, _ 
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the latter End of this Year, notwithftanding the News of 1622. 
the Maſſacre, bequeath an hundred Pounds, for the Educa-— 
tion of Indians. He is reprefented as a Gentleman, who was $ * Francis 
eſteemed, in that Univeriity, ſecond to none in Knowledge 1 — 
and Learning, of very great Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
of fingular Honeſty and Integrity of Life, and very ſincere 
ind zealous in Religion. And he had, for the three laſt 
Years of his Life, almoſt wholly exerciſed and employed his 
Time and Abilities, in the Service of the Colony. For, 
-fides the Counſels and Aſſiſtances of himſelf and his Bre- 
thren, in their ſeveral Places, he wrote divers T reatiſes, for 
the Benefit of the Plantation; particularly one concerning 
the Government of Virginia, which is often mentioned, in 
the Company's Records, with Commendation, eſpecially by 
bir Edwin Sandys. 

Bor there ſucceeding, immediately upon this violent and 
njurious Aſſault, a continual and exterminating War be- 
tween the Engliſh ind the Indians, all the Difficulties of their 
Converſion were greatly encreaſed; and I do not find, what 
farther was done, with Relation to theſe Benefactions. The 
College People alſo received a great and deadly Slaughter in 
the Maſſacre; which, together with the Death of Mr. 
Thor pe, their grand Principle of Life and Action, cauſed 
them to abandon the College Lands, and to retire lower 
down the River, to ſuch Places as were more defenſible 
againſt the ſudden Aſſaults and Inroads of the Indians, be- 
cauſe of the greater Numbers of People, and the nearer 
dituation, and more ready Aſſiſtance, of other Plantations. 
Thus did that brutiſh and unhuppy People tear up, as it 
were, with their own Hands, the Foundations, which had 
been laid, for their Converſion to Chriſtianity and Civility 
of Life. For altho' the Company, in London, did after- 
wards frequently enter upon ſerious Conſultation, about re- 
ſtoring again and ſetting forward this charitable Work, yet 
by reaſon of their own 1'roubles, and of the Factions and 
Diſcords among themſelves, nothing therein was ever brought 
to Effect. So that, from this time, there was no publick 
Attempt, nor any School or Inſtitution, purpoſely deſigned 
tor the Education and Converſion, before the Benefaction 
of the late Honourable Robert Boyle, Eſq; which ſhall be 
ſully related, in its proper Time and Place. 

Bor whilſt the Colony in Virginia lay under the Preſſure 
and Calamity of this bloody Maittacre, the Company in Eu- 
gland were greatly rcjoiced and encouraged, by thc favour- 
able Account of things, which they received, about that. 
time, from the Governor and Council. For they were inform- 
6, by their Letters, that all the Ships were Haicly arrived, 
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without the Loſs of one Perſon, by Sea or Land ; that Mr, 


| Wy — John Berkeley had put the Iron Works in ſo good a For. 
1 wardneſs, that he doubted not to begin to make Iron, by 
_ Whitſuntide ; that the Cotton Trees proſpered exceeding 


VErncr, 


well; that the Frenchmen declared the Mulberry Trees of 


Virginia to be of the very beſt Kind; and daily, by their. 


Example, encouraged the People to plant them in Abun- 
dance, ſo that they were in high Expectation, of ſhortly 
ſucceeding in, and bringing to Perfection; that rich Com- 
modity of Silk; that the French Vignerons had conceived 
great Hopes, of ſpeedily making Plenty of good Wine, 
whereof they had alrcady made an Experiment, and ſent 
bome a Taſte by that Ship ; and in ſhort, that they now 
had a fairer Proſpect, and more certain Hope, than ever yet, 
of ſoon becoming a rich and flouriſhing Country. For 
which joyful News, and happy Succeſs, the Company vot-4 
and refolved, that a Sermon ſhould be preached, to teſtify 
and expreſs their Thankfulneſs to God, for his Bleſſing on 
their Labours and Undertaking. And Mr. Copeland, a Bro- 
ther of the Society, who, by his hearty Zeal for the En- 
terpriſe, was well acquainted with the Succeſs of their Af. 
fairs, for the laſt Year, was requeſted to undertake the Per. 
formance of this holy Exerciſe z which he accordingly did, 
at Boo Church, the 17th Day of April. 

MR. Copeland was alſo himſelf, ſoon after, publickly en- 
treated by the Company, to go over in Perſon to Virginia, 
and to apply himſelf to the Miniſtry there, And in Con- 
ſideration of his good Services and worthy Endeavours, 
which had redounded much to the Honour and Benefit d 
the Colony, as alſo in Reſpect of his known Sufficiency and 
Worth, they conſtituted him one of the Council of State, 
and appointed him Rector of the College for the Converſion 
of Indians, to receive, as a Salary, the tenth Part of the 
Profits ariſing from their Lands and the Labours of their 
Tenants ; and alfo to have the Paſtoral Charge of the College 
Tenants about him, which were to be erected into a Par- 
ſonage, according to the Company's general Order in that 
Behalf. But this Defign, together with all their ſanguine 
Hopes and Ideas of an immediately rich and proſperous 
Country, was daſhed to Pieces and cut off, by the Maſſa- 
cre. The Iron-Work on Falling Creek, in particular, 
was entirely ruined and demoliſhed, and Mr. John Berbel) 


ſlain, with all his Workmen and People, except one Boy 


only and a Girl, who found Means to hide themſelves, and 
eſcape. Their Preparations likewiſc, for other Commodr 
ties and ManufaQtures, were quite deſtroyed and deſerted; 


the People, all this Summer, being in ſuch a State of * 
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r. WW ror and Flight, that they did not even make Corn for their 1622. 
- WW Support and Subſiſtence. | 
y To this ſad Poſturt of Affairs in the Colony, was added Sir Francis 
y WM the continual Increaſe of the Company's Diſſenſions and A- — 
of WM nimoſitics at home, which became daily more furious and 
ir. ;rreconcileable. Captain Argall and that Faction, omitted 
„no imaginable Methods of V exation and Trouble; and the 
y nore to diſparage and perplex the Company's Proceedings, 
- Wl they were perpetually railing new Authors and freſh Sub- 
d Wl jects of Complaint, as well to the Publick, as moſt eſpe- 
e, Wl cially to the King, and to the great Lords and powerful 
at perſons of his Court. It hath been already ſaid, that Cap- 
W I tain Jobn Martin came over, one of the Council of State, 
t, in the firſt Adventure; and there hath been frequent Oc- 
or Wl cafion ſince, to mention his weak Conduct and Behaviour 
4 WF here. This Gentleman was well born, and nearly related 
bo Sir Julius Cæſar, then Maſter of the Rolls. In the Time 
n Wh of Sir Thomas Smith's Treaſurerſhip, he had furreptitiouſly 
0 obtained a Grant, to be Maſter of the Ordinance in Vir- 
1- Wi ginia ; as alſo a moſt extravagant and illegal Patent for Land, 
f at the. Place, which he himſelf named Martin's Brandon. 
For, by the expreſs Words of his Majeſty's Charter, the 
l, Company was reftrained to their four great and general 
Quarter Courts, one to be held each Term, for tranſacting 
any Buſineſs of great Importance, and particularly for grant- 
% ing Lands in Virginia. But both theſe Grants, to Captain 
- Wh Hartin, had been paſſed in a private Court, called purpoſely 
„bor that Jobb, and could never after receive the Aﬀent and 
ov WF Confirmation of a Quarter Court. For the Company, be- 
nd WF ing appriſed of the Matter, ſtrongly oppoſed their Execu- 
©, WF tion, and endeavoured to keep them from taking Effect. 
Captain Argall in particular, when Governor of Virginia, 
had ſent home grievous Complaints, againſt the Exorbitan- 
ell cies of Martin's Patent and Behaviour ; and both Sir The- 
de mas Smith and Alderman 7oh»/on, at that time Treaſurer 
and Deputy of the Company, had been willing and aſſiſting, 
to ſtop and prevent theſe Grants from being further con- 
ne firmed, and receiving the legal Sanction of a Quarter Court. 
Bur now, the Company's witholding Captain Martin 
from the Fruition of thoſe Privileges and Immunities, which 
ary appeared to have been granted under their Seal, being, at 
fit Sight, a ſpecious Pretence of Clamour and Complaint, 
which might be turned to diſgrace and vilify the Juſtice and 


nd Honour of their Proceedings, theſe very Gentlemen inſti- 
4. gated and aſſiſted him, to get a Certificate under the Hands 
d; of ſeveral noble Lords, and others, and to have it delivered 
4 n to the Company, by one Captain Haſwell, The Pur- 
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having been a long and faithful Servant to the Colony cs 


Sir Francs 
Wyat, Go- 
vernor. 


The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. Bock l 
port of this Writing was: That whereas John Martin Eſp; 


Virginia, deſired a Teſtimonial of his Carriage and Dem. 
nor in all things, according to their Knowledge and the 
Truth, they did thereby certify: That, by the general Con- 
ſent of his Majeſty's Council in England, for Pirginia, the 
ſaid Captain 7% Martin was, in the Face of the publick 
and open Court, elected, choſen, and ſworn, one of his 
Majeſty's firſt Council of Virginia: That afterwards, in the 
faid honourable and open Court, he was with the free and 
full Conſent thereof, appointed, choſen, and ſworn, Maſter 
of the Ordinance in the ſaid Colony: That, befides his 
firſt Adventure, which was very laudable and good, he 
had, ever ſince, conſtantly and very worthily endured al 
the Miſeries and Calamities of fore-paſt Times, with the 
Loſs of his Blood, the Death of his only Son (the cle 
Hope and Comfort of his Age) together with Sickneſs, F:. 
mine, and many other inexpreſſibly hard and miſerable $f. 
ferings : That he had alſo providently and very carefully 
endeavoured all the Good and Benefit to the Plantation, thit 
was in his Power; in all things, upholding and labouring 
to maintain, with equal-Juſtice and Clemency, all his M. 
jeſty's Laws, Prerogatives, and Rights, whatſoever : That 
for theſe honeſt and worthy Services, They, the Company 
and Council for his Majeſty, reſident in England, had for- 
merly granted him ſundry Privileges, by Charter under their 
Great Seal, for ſettling a private Plantation upon his own 
Allotment of Land in Virginia; wherein he had ſince pro- 
ceeded with much Charge and Expence, and for which they 
neither ſaw nor knew any Reaſon, why he ſhould not be 
permitted to enjoy the ſame, according to the true Intent and 
Meaning of his ſaid Grant. 

THIS Certificate was ſigned by the Earls of Pembrite, 
Warwick, Leiceſter, and Montgomery, by Lord Sheffii(d, 
Sir Robert Manſel, Sir Thomas Smith, Alderman Tehn/m, 
Captain Argall, and a few others, to the Number of twelve 
in all. Being preſented to the Company, they conceivel 
themſelves much wronged and affronted, that a few Mem- 
bers of their Body ſhould, in this Paper, aſſume to them- 
ſelves the Name and Authority of the whole Company; 
ſtiling themſelves, Ve, the Company and Council for hut 
Majeſty, here reſident in England. And they found them- 
ſelves under a Neceſſity of doing ſomething, to avoid the 
foul Aſperſion, contained therein, as if they now went a- 
bout to diſavow their own Act and Deed ; as alſo to pre- 
vent the evil Conſequences, that might follow, and the ill 


Conſtructions, that might be made theregp, Being _ 
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fore fully appriſed, that ſome of the Lords, and others, had 
been miſled and betrayed into it, by the falſe Repreſentations 


ind malicious Practices of the reſt, they drew up an Anſwer, Sit Francis 


* ' 1 77 
and ordered their Secretary to make divers Copies thereof, — 


which they entreated Sir John Davers and Mr. Tomlins, to 
deliver, as well to ſuch Lords as had ſigned the Certificate, 
alſo to his Majeſty's Maſters of Requeſt. For, by repre- 
ſenting Captain Martin, as labouring to maintain the King's 
Laws, Prerogatives, and Rights (a Stile exactly ſuited to 
the Taſte and Views of the Court) it was eaſy to perceive, 
which Way it was chiefly intended and addreſſed. But as 
to the other Subſcribers, the Secretary was commanded, to 
deliver each of them a Copy himſelf, 

In this Anſwer they ſet forth : "That the Company are 
limited and directed, by his Majeſty's Charters, to their 
Quarter Courts only, for paſſing of all Matters of greateſt 
Weight, and particularly for diſpoſing of Lands in Virginia: 
That, contrary to this fundamental Law, notoriouſly known 
to all the Company, and frequently publiſhed and declared 
to the Planters, as an Ordinance from his Majeſty to be in- 
nolably obſerved, Captain Martin's two Grants were pre- 
ſented to an inferior private Court, ready engroſſed, the 
Company not being before acquainted with the Matter : 
That by this Court, called extraordinarily, and as it ſeems, 
for this Buſineſs only, the ſaid Patents were unlawfully and 
unduly paſled, notwithſtanding the Diſſent and Oppoſition 
of divers then preſent; and that they never could after- 
wards have the Confirmation of a Quarter Court: That 
the ſaid Patent for Land contained ſundry tranſcendent Li- 
berties and exorbitant Privileges, apparently repugnant to 
Juſtice and the good Government of the Colony, and 
which the Company, by his Majeſty's Charters, had no 
Power to grant : That therein was given an Exemption of 
all the People within the Limits of his Patent, from the 
Command and Government of the Governor and Council, 
and from all other Charges and Services of the Colony 
whatſocver, except in Caſe of War only; as likewiſe a 
Grant of an unlimited Fiſhing, of the fifth Part of all rich 
Mines, with many other general and indefinite Liberties : 
That, under Colour of theſe extraordinary Privileges, ma- 
ny great Inconveniencies had ariſen, to both the Company 
and Colony : That Captain Martin refuſed to ſubmit him- 
ſelf to the Laws and Orders of Government there: That 
his Plantation was made a Receptacle and Harbour for all 
aſlolute Perſons, who fly thicher from ordinary Juſtice : 
That all theſe, and many other Miſchicts, had been often 
$omplained of by the Colony, in their particular and 1 
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ral Aſſemblies ; as alſo by the Governors there, and moſt 


WH-— eſpecially by Captain Argall, notwithitanding his Subſcrip. 
Sir Francis tion to this Certificate: That, upon his Letter to the Com- 


Mat, Go 


VEINUI, 


" pany, an Order was made, in a great and General Quarter 


Court, held in May 1618, and a Committee appointed, to 
examine and reform the ſaid Patent: I hat Sir Themas 
Smith and Alderman Johnſon then preſided, as Treaſurer 
and Deputy to the Company; fo that it ſeemed ſtrange to 
them, to find their Hands alſo to that Certificate, contra- 
dicting the Act of that Great Court, wherein” themſelves 
were the principal Managers and Directors: "That the (aid 
Inconveniencics had moreover been lately teſtified, by ſere- 
ral Perſons, before the Company, in open Court : But that 
the Company had neverthclefs frequently offered, and was 
always ready to grant Captain Martin (whoſe Merits 
ſhould be glad to hear of, and to cherith) upon the Surren- 
der of his former, a new Patent, with as large and ample 
Privileges, as any other had, or could enjoy. 
NoTwiTHSTANDING the Truth, ſuſtice, and Rea- 
fonableneſs of this Anſwer, Captain Martin preferred a 
Petition to the King, containing many ſcandalous Suggeſ- 
tions, as well againſt the Whole Body of the Company, 29 
againſt ſome ſpecial Members in particular. And he ob- 


tained an Order from his Majeſty, to have his Cauſe heard 


and determined, at Sir Thomas Smith's Houſe, before ſuch 
Referces, as he himſelf named ; among which were thoſe, 
who chiefly inſtigated and ſet him on. In Anfwer to this, 
the Company made two Addreſſes; one to the Referees, in 
like Manner as they had done in the Caſe of the Certif- 
cate ; and the other to the King, as well to clear the Com- 
pany and ſuch particular Perſons, as ftood accuſed and de- 
famed in Martin's Petition, as alſo to inform his Majeſty, 
that ſome of thoſe, unto whom the Reference was procu- 
red, were violently ſuſpected, to be Captain Martin's chief 
Abettors and Supporters in this Affair. They therefore 
deſired, that the Matter might be referred, together with 
thoſe Lords in Martin's Reference, to certain other Lords 
of the Privy Council, whom they named. But upon Lord 
Cavendijh's preſenting this, his Majeſty ſaid, that he was 
much ſurpriſed at this new Cuſtom, lately ſprung up, that 
Petitioners ſhould chuſe their own Referees. To which hs 
Lordſhip anſwered ; that, in that Point, Captain Martix 
had been their Example, who in his Petition, which hi 
Lordſhip then produced and ſhewed his Majeſty, had named 
his own Referees, which his Majeſty had approved and ap- 
pointed accordingly, 

BuT 
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Bu T not content to give the Company this Trouble and 1622. 
Diſturbance, Captain Martin, together with one Captain 
Robert Haſwell, preſented another Petition to his Majeſty, Sir Francis 
ſetting forth: "That in the Time of Sir Thomas Dale's J, Ge- 


0 Government, there was a large Quantity of Woodland, PO] 
s W Marſh, and other Ground, being in Circumference by 
r W Eftimation about fourſcore Miles, for which Sir T homas 
o W Dale compounded with Powhatan, the Indian King, and 


bounded the. ſame by "Trees, and other Marks of perpetual 
Knowledge and Remembrance, with a ſolemn Proceſſion of 
many of his Majeſty's Subjects, then and there living, com- 
manding Notice to be taken thereof, to be, and always ſo 
called and entiled, the King's Fore/! ; That within the 
ſaid Foreſt, there was of Deer and wild Hogs a very great 
Number ; which being preſerved, with Care and Judgment, 
from the Spoil and Havock, which continually was, and 
would be made, both of them and their Brood, the Colony 
might therein have a conſtant Stock and Support, and Ship- 
ping might, at all times, be plentifully victualled and ſup- 
plied : And that there were beſides, within thoſe Limits, 
many other profitable Commodities, already known. They 
therefore humbly beſought his moſt ſacred Majeſty, to take 
the ſaid Foreſt into his own Royal Hands, and to appoint 
ſome honourable Perſon, to be Commander thereof, autho- 
niſing him, to give Order for converting the Plantations 
thereon to his Majeſty's beſt Uſe and Behoof, and for ap- 
pointing a Juſtice of Oyer, and Rangers, with ſuch other 
Officers, as ſhould be thought moſt proper and convenient 
for the ſaid Foreſt and Plantation. 

To ſuch a Height of Falſhood, Fraud, and Impoſture, 
did the Paſſions of theſe unhappy Men carry them, as thus 
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„ give the King at once, as far as it was in their Power, all 
the Lands and Poſſeſſions of a very great and principal 
ef Part of the Colony; who had, by their Labours and Suf- 
re Wl ferings, ſtruck out new Branches of Trade and Profit to 
th the King and Nation, and well deſerved all Manner of In- 
+ W dulgence, and the utmoſt Security and Stability in their Pro- 
d perties. But King James was not of a Temper, to forego 
as W any Views of Profit and Advantage. He therefore referred 
at W the Examination of the Matter to Sir Chriftopher Perkins, 


5 W one of the Maſters of Requeſts; who ſunmoning the Com- 
”n WF pany, received for Anſwer : 
115 THAT they held not their Lands from King Powhatan, 
ed W nor acknowledged any King of Virginia, but King James 
P- MW That it was truc, for a perpetual Memorial and permanent 
Honour to his Majeſty and his Royal Iſſue, they had named 
T IF their chict I owns, and other molt remarkable Places, oy | 
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1622. the King and his Children : That they however ſuppoſed, 
— this did no way alter the Property oi Inheritance in thoſe 
Sir Francis Places, which his Majeſty, by Letters-patent under the 


Wyat, 
Verner. 


G- Great Seal of England, had granted to the ſaid Company, 


for and throughout all Virginia: That as to the King's 
Foreſt, it was a Name happily known to Captain Martin 
and his Aſtociates, but never before heard of by the Com- 
pany : That within the Circuit, which they had been 
pleaſed to appropriate for the Foreſt, were placed Fam. 


Li, their chief Town, and Place ot Retidence for the Go- 


vernor and Council, and divers other principal Seats and 
Plantations : 'I hat as for the Deer, it was true, the whole 
Country did generally abound in them ; but the Swine were 
no other but the Breed of ſuch as had been trunſported 
thither by the Company: "That Captain Martin was a Per- 
fon, who had ruined his own Eſtate, (if ever he had any) as 
alſo the Eſtates of others, who had put him in I ruſt: 
That he made his Territory in Virginia a Receptacle of 
Vagabonds and Bankrupts; and was famous for nothing, 
but all Kinds of baſe Conditions and Actions, as had been 
publiſhed in Print, above ten Years before: That he had 
been therefore diſplaced from the Council, by Lord Dela- 
warr, as a moſt unworthy Perſon, who had preſumed, of 
his own Authority, no ways derived irom his Majeſty, to 
paſs unjuſt Sentence of Death upon divers of his Majefty's 
Subjects, and to ſee the ſame put into cruel Execution: 
That it was thercfore a Matter of great Surpriſe to them, 
to find ſuch a Man dare to offer himſelf to his Majeſty, as 
an Agent, cither for Matter of good Huſbandry, or good 
Government: That as to Captain Haj/well, he was nei- 
ther Adventurer in the Company, nor Flanter in the Ovlo- 
ny, but a mere Stranger to both; nor otherwiſe known to 
them, than as an Interpreter to a Palonian Lord, of his own 
creating: "That however, if the King was pleaſed, to hate 
a Royal Domain laid off for him in Virginia, nothing could 
be more joyful and agreeable to the ſaid Council and Com- 
pany, nor wherein they would more willingly employ thar 
Endeavours. 

Ar the fame time, Mr. Pierce, who had been Cape- 
Merchant in Virginia, underſtanding, that Captain Martin 
denied, that he ever protected any within his Territories, 
averred, that he had delivered ſeveral Warrants, to be 
ſerved upon Perſons, that lived looſely within Captain 
Martin's Plantation, and that the Provoſt Marthal made 
Return, that the ſaid Captain Martin reſiited the Officer, 
and drew Arms upon him, and would not ſuffer him to 


EXCCute the ſaid Warrants. Others alſo afkrmed, that i 
was 
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vas generally reported in Virginia, that Captain Martin's 1622. 
Plantation was a Place of Refuge for all Debtors ; and that,. 


if he had been of Power, there would have been no hving A Fagan 


in Virginia. To which Mr. Jefferſon added; that, to his „ner. 
Knowledge, Captain Martin, being ſummoned, had re- 
ſuſed to obey the General Ailemblies. All which, they all 
declared themſelves to be ready and willing, whenever re- 
quired, to confirm and juſtify upon Oath. Wherefore, in 

a Caſe of this clear Evidence and Truth, Captain Martin 

was not able to carry his Point againſt the Company. He 

was afterwards induced to deliver up his illegal Patent in 
open Court, to be cancelled ; and Orders were given for 
drawing a new one, with as large and ample Privileges, as 

the Earl of Southampton, or any other Adventurer had. But 
when this was drawn, Captain Martin complained, that he 

was therein abridged of a great Quantity of Land, granted 

in is his former Patent. For, in that, ten Shares were 
given him, in Reward of his Services; and he pretended, 

that each of thoſe Shares ought to be five hundred Acres of 
Land ; and he therefore claimed five thouſand Acres. For 

this, he deſired that Spot of Land, as he called it, at Mar- 

tin's Brandon, where he had formerly ſeated, containing 
about ſix thouſand Acres, with all Marſhes and ſunken 
Grounds thrown in, as an Overplus. But the Court, hav- 
ing never heard of any Shares of five hundred Acres, and 
inding it expreſly directed by their Charters, that no Share 
ſhould exceed an hundred Acres, abſolutely refuſed to grant 
his Demand. However, to give him Satisfaction, if poſſi- 
dle, they gave him to a certain Day, to produce any In- 
ſtance or Evidence, that there had ever becu Shares of hve 
hundred Acres; and promiſed, to ſhew him all 1:wrul Fa— 
your. But he afterwards perverſcly demanded te Re-de- 
livery of his old Patent; and the Court, being quite wea- 
ned out with his Obſtinacy and Inipactinencd, gave him 
for their laſt and reſolute Anſwer ; That, if he would ac- 
cept ſuch a Patent, as they could lawfully grant, he night 
tave it; but as for his old Patent, they could not d r 
t to him again, being void, not ſo much by his Kefigna- 
tion, as by the Extravagance and Illegality of the Grant 
tl. hereupon he went away, and never ſpared, upon 
M Occaſions, to load many very worthy and deſerving 
Members of the Company, with all poſſivle Scandal and 
Reproach. But at laſt he accepted the new Patent, and 
pretended to be fully reconciled to the Company; and came 
to Virginia, with a Recommendation from the Privy Coun- 
cil, and by their Means and Interpoſition, even from the 
Company themſelves ; which Favour he accordingly re- 


Q quitcd, 
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1622. quited, by propagating and ſpreading through the Country 
al the Falſhoods and Calumnics againſt them, that he could 1 
S'r Fran invent or utter. 
aid G-- Bur beſides Captain Martin, ſome others were raiſed * 
up and ſuborned, to give in Complaints to the King, againft | 
the Company. One Adam Dixon, in his Petition, pretend- 
ed to have been hired, for the Service of the Company and 
Colony, as Maſter-Calker of their Ships and Veſitls in 
Virginia, at thirty ſix Shillings a Month, and that having 
ferved them many Y ears, he only had received three Pounds 
thirteen Shillings; ſo that there was now due to him an 
hundred and fifty Pounds, or thereabouts : "That Captain 
Arzall alſo, in the time of his Government, had given him 
and one 74/1 Berry a Piece of uncleared Ground, on which 
they had expended an hundred Pounds in a Houſe ; but that, 
contrary to all Juſtice and Equity, they had been turned 
out of thcir ſaid Houſe and Ground, the former Year, by 
Sir Gecrge Veardlcy, to their great Diſcomfort and utter 
Undoing, To this the Company anſwered : That the 
Matters of the faid Petition wert to them utterly unknown, 
that there was not, in their Books, the leaſt Mention of 
any ſuch Officer or Contract; neither had they any Induce- 
ments, to believe it to be true. That if any ſuch thi 
had paſſed, it muſt have been in Sir Thomas. Smith's Lime, 
to whom they referred him, for Anſwer and Satisfaction: 
'That as to the Outrage and Wrong, pretended to have 
becn done by Sir George Yeardley, the Petitioner had never 
yet complained thereof to them; but they would take a 
Courſe for ſpeedy Jultice therein, by commending the Mat- 
ter to the Care and Examination of the Governor and Coun- 
cil in Virginia. And the Affair was accordingly examined 
and tried in our General Court, the 21ſt of January 
1623-4. It then appeared, by the Oath of Thomas Gats 
and the ſaid Adam Dixon, that they, together with Job 
Berry and Thomas Dingley, were hired by Sir Thomas 
Stich, upon Wages, for a certain Term; that their Wa- 
ges were not only never paid, but they themſelves were 
detained, many Years longer, in very hard Servitude; and 
that at Jait, to free themſelves, they were obliged to give 
Captain Argall an Acquittance, under their Hands, for tha 
Wages ; without which, he threatened, they ſhould never 
be {et free. And they further ſwore, that Captain Argall 
kept them a Year after, in his own proper Service, with. 
out any Allowance of cither Wages or Cloaths. But 
cannot find, in our Records, that they proſecuted or made 
any Complaint here, againſt Sir George Yeardley, about theilt 
Houſe and Land. Pp 
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Ov Wiltiam Kemp alſo preſented a Complaint to his 1622. 


Meſty, of the Grievances of certain Inhabitants of Nie- 
auan in Virginia; that William Julian, John Buſh, and 


me others, ancient Planters and deferving Inhabitants of 
de beſt mechanical Trades, had been turned out of their 
ul Poſſeſſions, by Sir George Yeardley, with many Cirz 
cumſtances of Oppreſſion and Cruelty. To which the 
Company anſwered : That the Parties, pretended to be 
wronged, had never made any Complaint to them: That 
Ie had been in England above a Year, and had never 
ki& the Matter before the Council and Company, where 
Juſtice might have been done: That he did not even pre- 
tend to have Authority from the Parties grieved, to exhi- 
it this Complaint to his Majeſty : That they therefore ſaw 
o Cauſe, to belicve' his Allegations to be true; but ſuſpect- 
ei him, rather to be ſet on by the Malice of others, than 
noyed by bis own Zeal for Right and Juſtice: That how 
ever, according to their Cuſtom in Cauſes of the like Na- 
tre, they would, by the firſt Opportunity, tranſmit this 
Comphint to the Governor and Council in Virginia; that, 
there appeared any Truth in any Part thereof, they might 
jroceed, as well to the due Redteſs of the ſaid Grievances, 
s to che condign Puniſhment of the Authors and Delin- 
wents. And this Complaint appears, from our Records, 
t have had this Foundation in Jruth and Matter of Fact; 
tat fome Perſons had ſet down, at Xicgustan, upon the 
publick Land of the Company, and were obliged, by the 
bovernor and Council, to go off. But they however had, 
ether by this time, or afterwards, (I cannot exactly ſay 
vieh) Catisfadtivn made them for their Clearing and Im- 
Wenne | nd 
CarTarin Matthew Somers, who had returned to En- 
{ard with his Uncle's Body, in the Year 1610, had, long 
before this, been a Priſoner in the King's Bench. Prom 
tence he often pelted and tiezed the Company, with an 
eitrayagant Demand for his Uncle's Adventure; and aitho* 
bmething conſiderable in Adventure appeared, by their 
ks," to be due to Sir George Somers, yet they retuſed to 
aß it over to him, becaufe he had an elder Brother in the 
Country, who was Heir at Law to Sir George, and he could 
ot make ſufficient Proof, that, either his Uncle had be- 
wethed it by Will, or that his Brother had made over all 
Pls Right and Intereſt therein to him. In this time there- 
pore of preſenting Petitions to the King, Captain Scmers alſo 
eſerred his; informing his Majcfty : That Sir George So- 
as forced, by Streſs of Weather, to ſave himſelf and 
mpany, on the Iſlands of Bermadas, where he loſt his 
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1622. Ship, and ſoon after, his Life: That he, the Petitioner, 
dceing his immediate Heir, and then preſent, built a ſnul 
ve Rm Bark, to conyey his Company to England ; and left three 
vr, Men, to continue the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Iflands, in his 

Majeſty's Name: That the Virginia Company, hearing 

of this Diſcovery, challenged thoſe Iſlands, as their Right, 

altho' they were above an hundred Leagues without the 

Limits of their Grant; and they ſent a Governor, with 

: Men, to take the Poſſeſſion from his Majcſty : That find. 

ig, the Petitioner's Men had, by their Induſtry, found 2 

Cake of Ambergreaſe of an hundred and ſixty Pounds 

Weight, the ſaid Governor took it violently from them, 

for the Uſe of the Company, who ſold it for twelve thou- 

ſand Pounds, and likewiſe threatened Violence to the poor 

Men, to make them confeſs more: That the ſaid Comps- 

ny, fhortly after, ſold the ſaid Iſlands to a particular Com- 

pany for two thouſand Pounds; and the poor Petitione: 

could never yet obtain any thing, either for his Adventue 

or otherwiſe, altho' he had long and often ſollicited it, to 

his great Charge and utter Undoing : That theſe, and 10 

other Comforts, could they, the ancient Adventurers, re- 

ceive from the Company; and therefore he humbly be- 

ſought his Majeſty, to take into Conſideration his own Roy 

Rights therein, and to give Order for the Relief of hin, 
the poor Petitioner. | 

Jo this falſe and exaggerated Account of that Affair, the 
Somer-1lands Company gave in, for Anſwer, much the 
ſame in Subſtance ; „e as I have before related 
concerning it. And as for Captain Somers, they deny hin 
to have any juſt Pretence, to file hiuſelf, either an ancient 
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Adventurer, or Planter. For he made a very ſhort Above © 
there; and contrary to his Duty and Truſt, returned ſuc- th 
denly to England, where he had ever ſince continued, wit' > 
out performing the leaſt Service to either Plantation. The) ha 
conſeſs, that a Block of Ambergreaſe of very great Valut to 
was ſound, of which they got about a third Part; but wei ſtil 
not able to deliver in an exact Account of its Worth, be N 
cauſe Sir Themas Smith, at that time Governor and Tre 4 
ſurer of their Company, had hitherto refuſed to give in a d 
Account of their Treaſury, And they further ſay, tha w. 
they cunceived the Right to that Ambergreaſe to be in ti <. 
Virginia Company, at whoſe Charge, and in whoſe Set 

vice, thuſe three Men had been ſet out and employed ; bu * 
that they had nevertheleſs, ſince compounded with the Fins fn 
ers, ſo that none of them had any juſt Cauſe of Compl.iut 7 
and l:aſt of all C.ptain Samers, who could have no 1% '% 


or Pretcuce of intereſt therein. A 
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As Captain Argall had been long and actively employed 1622. 
in Virginia, and was conſequently well acquainted with moſt 
Perſons and Paſſages there, he was ſtrongly ſuſpected to be 51 Francir 


at the Bottom of theſe Complaints and Petitions againſt the * 


Company. They therefore, on their Part, reſolved to pur- 
ſue their Proſecution againſt him with greater Vigor; and 

appainted a ſelect Committee, to warn him peremp- 
wrily to ,exhibit his Accounts, and to make a full and ſub- 
fantial Anſwer to ſuch things, as the Company ſhould 
charge him withal. But he, being a Man * good Senſe 
ind Capacity, and of great Induitry and Reſolution, till 
foiled and perplexed their Proceedings, and gave them much 
Trouble and Annoyance, without their being able to bring 
him to any Account or Puniſhment, for all his unrighteous 
Gains and Extortions in Virginia. 

CAPTAIN Samuel Each was ſent, this Summer, in a 
large Ship of three or four hundred Tons, to build a Block- 
houſe or Fort, on thoſe Blanks which lie out in James Ri- 
yer, near Blunt Point. This was defigned, to command 
the Paſſage up the River ; and it was judged, by divers of 
the Inhabitants, to be that, which ought firſt to be attempt- 
ed, and would be moſt eaſily effected. Captain Each alſo, 
who was eſteemed a very honeſt and ſkilful Man, having 
newed the Place, when in Virginia, thought the thing very 
feaſible. But this Undertaking, like many others, ended 
with great Charge to the Company, and without any real 
Effect or Advantage. However, in this Ship went over the 
Lady Myat, and Mr. Barret, a Maſter-Shipwright, (whom 
Captain Smith calls Captain Barwick) with twenty five 
Men, to build Ships and Boats, together with man Houfe- 
carpenters for the Ea/t-India School, and other Uſes. All 
theſe Perfons, for publick Services, were ſent in the com- 
mon Method, uſed ever ſince the Company's Fund was ex- 
hauſted, by the voluntary Subfcription of the Adventurers 
to a Roll. And I likewife find, that one Mr. Howe, who 
tiles himſelf a Chronicler, made a Demand upon the Com- 
pany, about this time, for twelve Pounds of Tobacco; 
which, he ſaid, had been promiſed him annually, in Con- 
bderation of his Pains and Willingneſs to ſerve che Compa- 
ny, and to relate, in his Book, the feyeral Paſſages concern» 
ns Virginia. They granted him his Penſion for that Year, 
which he moſt thankfully accepted. But he either never 
performed the Service, or is at leaſt a Writer of that Ob- 
ſeurlty and Inſignihcancy, that I neither know, nor can 
find any thing of him. | 

Brrors the Flection of Officery came on this Vegr, 
le Company, in a previous Court, expre ſſed their ęre u 
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1622. Ship, and ſoon after, his Life: That he, the Petitioner, 
— being his immediate Heir, and then preſent, built a {mal} 
— 3 Bark, to convey his Company to England; and left three 
_ Men, to continue the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Iflands, in his 

Majeſty's Name: That the Virginia Company, hearing 
of this, Diſcovery, challenged thoſe Iſlands, as their Right, 
altho' they were above an hundred Leagues without the 
Limits of their Grant; and they ſent a Governor, with 
Men, to take the Poſſeſſion from his Majeſty : That find- 
ing, the Petitioner's Men had, by their Induſtry, found 2 
Cake of Ambergreaſe of an hundred and ſixty Pounds 
Weight, the ſaid Governor took it violently from them, 
for the Uſe of the Company, who ſold it for twelve thou- 
ſand Pounds, and likewiſe threatened Violence to the poor 
Men, to make them confeſs more: That the ſaid Comp:- ll « 
ny, fhortly after, ſold the ſaid Iſlands to a particular Com- 
pany, for two thouſand Pounds; and the poor Petitions: Wil ! 
could never yet obtain any thing, either for his Adventue Wil ' 
or otherwiſe, altho' he had long and often ſollicited it, o 
his great Charge and utter Undoing : That theſe, and no WM * 
other Comforts, could they, the ancient Adventurers, re- Wil * 
ceive from the Company; and therefore he humbly be- Wl * 
ſought his Majeſty, to take into Conſideration his own Roy Y 
Rights therein, and to give Order for the Rclict of hin, ! 
the poor Pctitioner. | f 
Jo this falſe and exaggerated Account of that Affair, the Wl " 
Samer-Iſlands Company gave in, for Anſwer, much the E 
ſame in Subſtance and ae, as I have before relacl i © 
concerning it. And as for Captain Somers, they deny bim C 
to have any juſt Pretence, to file himſelf, either an ancient N 
Adventurer, or Planter. For he made a very ſhort Above 7 
n 
h; 
to 
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there; and contrary to his Duty and Truſt, returned fuc- 
denly to England, where he had ever ſince continued, witi- 
out performing the Jeaſt Service to either Plantation. Tb 
conieſs, that a Block of Ambergreaſe of very great Value 
was found, of which they got about a third Part; but weft 
not able to deliver in an exact Account of its Worth, bc 
cauſe Sir Thamas Smith, at that time Governor and Tre 
ſurer of their Company, had hitherto refuſed to give in 
Account of their Treaſury, And they further ſay, tra 7 
they conccived the Right to that Ambergreaſe to be in tde 


Virginia Company, at whoſe Charge, and in whoſe Sh * 
vice, thyſe three Men had been ſet out and employed; bit 2 
that they had nevertheleſs, ſince compounded with the Fins fn 
ers, ſo that none of them had any juſt Cauſe of Compl-iit a 
and lzaft of all Captain Samers, who could have no Li bY 


or Pretence of Intereſt therein. 
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As Captain Argall had been long and actively employed 1622. 
in Virginia, and was conſequently well acquainted with moſt 
Perſons and Paſſages there, he was ſtrongly ſuſpected to be 1 Francis 
at the Bottom of theſe Complaints and Petitions againſt the 3 
Company. They therefore, on their Part, reſolved to pur- 
ſue their Proſecution againſt him with greater Vigor; and 
they appointed a ſelect Committee, to warn him peremp- 
tonly to exhibit his Accounts, and to make a full and ſub- 
ſtantial Anſwer to ſuch things, as the Company ſhould 
charge him withal. But he, being a Man of good Senſe 
and Capacity, and of great Induitry and Reſolution, till 
foiled and perplexed their Proceedings, and gave them much 
Trouble and Annoyance, without their being able to bring 
him to any Account or Puniſhment, for all his unrighteous 
Gains and Extortions in Virginia. 
CAPTAIN Samuel Each was ſent, this Summer, in a 
large Ship of three or four hundred Tons, to build a Block- 
houſe or Fort, on thoſe Blanks which lie out in James Ri- 
yer, near Blunt Point. This was defigned, to command 
the Paſſage up the River ; and it was judged, by divers of 
the Inhabitants, to be that, which ought firſt to be attempt- 
ed, and would be moſt eaſily effected. Captain Each alſo, 
who was eſteemed a very honeſt and ſkilful Man, having 
viewed the Place, when in Virginia, thought the thing very 
ſeaſible. But this Undertaking, like many others, ended 
with great Charge to the Company, and without any real 
Effect or Advantage. However, in this Ship went over the 
Lady Myat, and Mr. Barret, a Maſter-Shipwright, (whom 
Captain Smith calls Captain Barwrck) with twenty five 
Men, to build Ships and Boats, together with man Houfe- 
carpenters for the Ea/t-India School, and other Uſes. All 
theſe Perfons, for publick Services, were ſent in the com- 
mon Method, uſed ever ſince the Company's Fund was ex- 
hauſted, by the voluntary Subfcription of the Adventurers 
to a Roll. And I likewife find, that one Mr. Howe, who 
ſtiles himſelf a Chronicler, made a Demand upon the Com- 
pany, about this time, for twelve Pounds of Tobacco; 
ich, he ſaid, had been promiſed him annually, in Con- 
fideration of his Pains and Willingneſs to ſerve the Compa- 
ny, and to relate, in his Book, the ſeveral Paffages concern» 
"s Virginia, They rp him his Penſion for that Year, 
which he moſt thankfully accepted. But he either never 
performed the Service, or is at leaſt a Writer of that Ob- 
ſeurlty and Inſignificancy, that I neither know, nor can 
find any thing of him. | N 
BrrFoRE the Election of Officers came on this Vear, 
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1622. Satisfaction in the Earl of Southampton's Adminiſtration, 


Wyat, Go- 


and they made it their humble Defire and Entreaty to his 
Lordſhip, which was entered upon their Records, that he 
would vouchſate, to hold the Place of Treaſurer, for one 
Lear more. But the Earl of Southampton was very obnoxi- 
ous to the Court, on Account of his Principles of Liberty, 
and his bold and reſolute Oppoſition to an exceſſive Prerb- 
gative. The King therefore endeavoured once more, ty 
put him out of the Government of the Company. For, at 
the Time of Election, Alderman Hamerſfley and Mr. Bal 
delivered a Meſſage, in his Majeſty's Name, ſignifying: 
That altho' it was not his Deſign or Deſire, to infring: 
their Freedom of Election, "= it would be highly pleafins 
to his Majeſty, if they would make Choice, for Treaſurer 
and Deputy, of any of thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe Names were 
written in a Paper, then preſented to the Court. In this, 
Sir Jahn IZ ulſtenholme, Sir William Ruſſel, Mr. Clithery, 
Mr. Aaurice Abbot, and Mr. Handford, were propoſed to 
their Choice for Treaſurer ; and for Deputy, Mr. Leat, Mr. 
- Relert Offley, Mr. Stiles, Mr. Abdy, and Mr. Balena. 
The Company expreſſed great Joy and Satisfaction, for this 
Teſtimony of his Majeſty's Notice and good Wiſhes to the 
Colony, and of his gracious Intention, not to infringe their 
Privilege of free Election. But becauſe, by their Rules 2nd 
Orders, three only at a time could ſtand for either of thoſe 
Places, they firſt put it to the Vote, which two, of the fire 
recommended by the King for "Treaſurer, ſhould be put in 
Election, with one, whom the Company ſhould mme. 
Mr. Clitheroe and Mr. Handford were choſen to ſtand in 
Election, and the Company named the Earl of Southampten; 
who was, upon the Ballot, choſen by a vaſt Majority, be 
having an hundred and ſeventeen Balls, Mr. Cl:therse thi- 
teen, and Mr. Handford ſeven, In like Manner, they choſe 
Mr. Leat and Mr. Bateman, to ſtand for the Place of De- 
puty Treaſurer, to whom the Company added Mr. Niv:- 
las Farrar, who was alſo elected, by having an hundred 
and three Balls, Mr. Bateman ten, and Mr. Leat eight. 
Tur Earl of Southampton was then abſent ; and indeed 
ſeems, purpoſely to have abſtained from their Courts at ſuch 
times, to ſhew, that theſe things were carried, not by any 
Art or Ambition of his vwn, but merely by the free Choice, 
and unbiaſſed Affection of the Company. But Mr. Nic::- 
las Farrar, being preſent, took his Place, as Deputy Tre: 
ſurer, and returned Thanks to the Company, for this ho- 
nourable Teſtimeny of their Love and Eſteem, whercin be 
ſhould, all his Life, exceedingly glory and rejoice. And he 
| farther declared his denſe of the Weight and Difficulty oh 
BR mee; 
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Office, and of his own Inability. But not to trouble them 
with any (elf-denying Intreaties, he promiſed, to the utmoſt 
of his Power, to perform the Charge they had laid upon 
him; and beſought the Honourable the Lords, and the other 
worthy Gentlemen and Officers, with their Counſels to di- 
rect, and the whole Court, with their Preſence to aſſiſt him, 
in the Execution of his Office. And, in particular, he de- 
fired them, to requeſt his Brother, Mr. 7%n Farrar (in 
Confidence of whote Aſſiſtance and Direction, he vyell knew, 
they had choſen him) to continue the ſame Care and Pains, 
he had formerly done. Whereupon Mr. 7%n Farrar pro- 
miſed, not to ſlack any thing of his former Zeal and Dili- 
gence, in the Buſineſs ; and the Company, in thankful Ace 
knowledgement and Approbation of his great and faithful 
Services, in the Place of Deputy- Treaſurcr, for the three 
laſt Years, beſtowed upon him twenty Shares of Land, old 
Adventure. And they further ordered, that together with 
the Gift, it ſhould be entered on their Records, that the 
Court conceived his Services and Merits to be ſo great, that 
had not their Liberality been bounded, within the Compaſs 
of twenty great Shares, they would, for him, have exceed- 
ed it with a much Jarger Proportion. And the ſame Quan- 
tity had alſo been beitowed upon Sir Edwin Sandys, in his 
Abſence, the former Year, with a like honourable Teſti- 
mony and Acknowledgment of his Services and Deferts, 
TR Company alſo requeſted the Lords Cavendifh, Pa- 
get, and Houghton, to preſent their moſt humble Thanks 
to his Majcſty, for his Remembrance and good Wiſhes to 
their Affairs; and to inform him, with what Reverence 
and Reſpect, his Meſſage was received; but that the Elec- 
tion had fallen upon the Earl of Sauthampton, with an al- 
moſt unanimous Conſent, the Company having found, that 
the Plantation had proſpered, each of the three laſt Years, 
more than in ten before; and that more had been done 
with ten thouſand Pounds, than formerly with fourſcore 
thouſand. And they further conceived, that as their Staple 
Commodities were then in eſtabliſhing and perfecting, and 
as the Government of the Country was to be ſettled and 
confirmed, equal Sufficiency, in their Governors and Di- 
rectors, would not ſo much advance the Plantation, as the 
Vatiableneſs of Inſtructions and Methods, in the Change 
of Officers, procceding from different Conceptions and Ways 


of thinking, would prejudice and retard the Buſineſs, But 


his Majeſty was not well pleaſed to find, that out of ſo large 
a Number, as were recommended by him, not one had 
been choſen ; and he ſaid, he conceived Merchants to be 
fitteſt, ſor the Management of ſuch Undertakings, becauſo 
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1622. of their Experience and Skill in Staple Commodities. In 
. Confirmation of which, he inſtanced Sir Thomas Smith's 
1 * Government, in whoſe time many Staple Commodities had 
vans, b en ſet up, which were now laid down, and only Tobacco 
raiſed or attempted. To which Lord Cavendiſb replied, 

that in this, as well as many other Particulars, relating to 

the Company and their Proceedings, his Majeſty had been 

very groſly milinformed ; that the following Tobacco only, 

and neglecting all other Staple Commodities, had been the 

Fruits of Sir Thomas Smith's and Alderman Johnſon's Go- 
vernment; but that fince, they had laboured, with all In- 

duſtry, Care, and Diligence, to erect Iron-Works, plant 
Vingyards, make Silk, and raiſe other ſuch valuable Com- 
modities, of ſome whereof, they hoped, ſhortly to give his 

jeſty a Proof; and he ſaid, that ſince Sir Thomas Smith's 

Time, the Colony had grown to almoſt as many thouſands 
ot People, as he left hundreds, beſides a very great Increaſe 
of their Cattle. And his Lordilip further aſſured his Ma- 
jeſty, that ſome of the Perſons recommended, being in 
Court, did then, and moſt or then have otherwiſe ſince, 
publickiy acknowledged and declared, that they would ne- 
ver have accepted thoſe Plices; proleſſing themſelves, thro' 
Want of Experience, and a Multitude ot other Bufineſs, fo 
very unfit and uncqua to the Charge, that they ſhould cer- 
tainly have brought back the Buſineſs more, in one Year, 
than it had gone forward and proſpered, in the lait three. 
SOON after this, the News of the Maſſacre in Virginia 
arrived.” This Event, ſo unexpected, and ſo contrary to 
all their Hopes and P'roſpects, was received, by the Com- 
my, with incxpreflible Grief ; which was not a little ag- 
gravated, that ſo many had fallen, by the Hands of Men fo 
contemptible, and atter ſuch plain Warnings, as Opechan- 
canough's Attempt ty poiſon the whole Colony, and eſpe- 
Cially the Death of N -mat!anmy had given. And they were 
therefore very loud in their Complaints againſt the Conduct 
of the Governor and Colony; never conſidering, how ealy 
and natural it would be, to retort upon them (as the Go- 
vernor and Council actually did) their own conſtant and 
refling Inſtructions, to win the /ndians over by Courtely 
and Kindneſs, to give taem familiar Entertainment in ther 
Houſes, and if it were poſſible, to draw them to live toge- 
ther and cuhabit with the #x2//4. However, all good and 
ſonfibts Men thought not the worſe of the Enterpriſe, for 
tbete Diſaſters; but many publick-ſpirited Adventurers un- 
(errcok ſeveral new Plantations, and divers Slips were diſ- 
patched away, with ſuch Supplics and Aſſiſtance, as were 
wougbt fufncient. Ihe King alſo wes fo far freulible of the 
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Loſs of ſo many of his Subjects, and of the miſerable State 1622. 
of the Colony, that he made them a Gift of Arms out o 
the Tower; ſuch indeed, as were unſerviceable in Europe = as 
againſt equal Enemies, yet might, with a little Trimming 2 | 
and Repair, be made very uſeful againſt the Indians. And 
for immediate Diſpatch, his Majeſty lent twenty Barrels of 
Powder, upon the Security of the Company's Seal, after- 
wards to repay it. He likewiſe promiſed, to levy four hun- 
dred young Men, out of the ſeveral Shires, to be ſent to 
Virginia, in Supply of thoſe, that had periſhed in the Maſ- 
ſacte; but he never could be brought, tho? often ſollicited 
by the Company, to make that Promiſe good. The Lord 
St. John of Baſing, alſo gave ſixty Coats of Mail, for the 
Defence of the Colony; and the City of London, with many 
private Perſons, were much concerned at, and very forward 
to contribute towards the Repair of this Loſs. 

CAPTAIN Smith, with Mr. Stockham and Mr. Whita- 
ker, two Clergymen of Note in the Colony, had ever been 
of Opinion, that the Ways of Gentleneſs and Kindneſs would 
never be ſufficient to bring the Indians over; and had there- 
fore recommended, that Mars and Minerva ſhould go Hand 
in Hand, as well in their Converſion, as in all other Tranſ- 
actions and Intercourſe with them. But they were too ſan- 
guinary in their Notions of the Matter. For Mr. Stockham 

lainly declares, that, until the "Throats of their Prieſts and 

Elders were cut, there could be no Hopes of their Conver- 
ſion; and Captain $777th frequently mentions, and inſinuates 
to Imitation, the deteſtable Example of the Spaniards, in 
their Conqueſt of the /ZY:/?- Indies. "They were indeed ſome- 
thing excuſable, if their Paticnce being worn out by along 
Experience of the Perfidiouſncls, Baſeneſs, and almoſt in- 
vincible Brutality of that People, they at laſt gave too much 
Way to the Dictates of Anger and Violence. Captain Smith, 
in particular, thought, that there had long ſince been given 
juſt Occaſion, to proſecute them with War, and entirely to 
conquer and ſubdue them; and he now looked upon the 
Matlacre, as rather an Advantage than Detriment, as it 
would open the Eyes of the Engliſb, and ſet them upon their 
Guard, and would give them juſt Grounds for a War, even 
to their utter Extirpation, and thereby contribute to the fu- 
ture Security and ſpeedy Adyancement of the Colony. And 
this indeed ſeems to haye been the genera] Opinion of the 
Times. For the Company themſelves, in a Letter this 
Year to the Governor and Council, declare, that they ſaw 
ſuch a Diſpoſition in Mens Minds, as made them think, 
that this Addition of Price had endeared the Purchaſe, and 
mat the Blood of theſe People would be the Seed 4 on 
| | | 55 an- 
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Plantation. And, for their own Parts, they thought it a 
Sin againſt their dead Brethren, who had laſt their Lives in 
it, to abandon or give over the Enterpriſe, till they had ſ ully 


What, Go- ſettled and got Poſſeſſion of the Country. 


verner. 


CAPTAIN Smith likewiſe, upon this Occaſion, offered 
his Service to the Company. He propoſed, that they ſhould 
tranſport him, with an hundred Soldiers and thirty Sailors, 
and all proper Proviſions and Ammunition ; and ſhould give 


him a Bark of an hundred Tons, with Means and Materials, 
to build fix or ſeven Shallops, to tranſport his Men from 


Place to Place, as Occaſion required; and then he under- 


took, to form a flying Camp, and to range about and tor- 
ment the Indians, till he either obliged them to quit the 


Country, or brought them into ſuch Fear and Subjection, 
that every Man ſhould follow his Bufineſs in Peace and Se- 
Curity. And as to the Support and Subſiſtance of this Party, 


he thought, if his Majeſty were truly informed of the Ne- 


ceſſity and Benefit of the thing, he would give the Cuſtoms 
of Virginia for a time. For, without ſome ſuch Method, 


it was much to be doubted, whether there would come, in 


a few Years, either Cuſtom, or any thing elſe, from thence to 


England. And he doubted not, but that the Planters would, 
according to their ſeveral Abilities, contribute towards fo 


uſeful and neceſſary a Deſign. But he inſiſted, that the 


Years, amount to twenty Pounds, But I ſuſpect, that al) 


Governors ſhould not be permitted, by Virtue of their Au- 


thority, to take his Men away, or any thing elſe, to em- 


ploy them, as they thought proper. And he farther pro- 


miſed, to make the beſt Uſe of his Experience, as well 
within the Limits of Virginia, as New-England, to bring 
them both into one Map, with all the Countries, that lay 


between them. As to the Reward of his own Pains and 


Danger, he aſked not any thing, but what he could raiſe, 
from the proper Labour of the Savages themſelves. 
T+a1s Propoſal was well approved by moſt, that heard 


it; but ſuch were their Diviſions and Confuſion at that 


time, that he could obtain no other Anſwer, but that the 
Expence would be too great, and their Stock was exhauſted 
and they thought, the Planters ſhould do ſomething of that 
Nature themſelves, if they could find ſufficient Means to 
effect it. However, he was given to underſtand, as he tells 
us, that if he would undertake the thing upon his own pri- 
vate Account, he might have the Company's Leave ; pro- 
vided, they might have half the Pillage. But he rejected 
this Intimation with Scorn ; thinking, that all the Pillage 
of thoſe poor and naked Barbarians, except a little Corn, to 
be had at ſome times of the Year, would not, in twent 
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this only paſſed in Converſation, or was at moſt priyately 
talked at their Courts, without being ever brought regular- 


ly before the Company. For I have the Company's Re- Sir Francis 
cords of that time, now in my Poſleſſion, in which there ,, Go» 


is not the leaſt Mention of any ſuch Propolition, altho” M 


things of a trivial and much more minute Nature are moſt 
exactly entered. Neither does it ſeem conſiſtent with the 
Character of the Company and its Leaders, who gave a 
fair Courſe and Debate to all Propoſitions offered, and were 
rather profuſe in their Expences for the Good of the Colony, 
than lying upon the Catch for little Advantages and mean 
Gains. However, the Captain's open Nature, and Simpli- 
city of Honeſty, might be blinded by crafty and deſigning 


Men, and eaſily made believe, that that came from the 


Company, which had really never come under their Cog- 
niſance, or been laid before them. 

I the mean time, the Colony in Virginia, being much 
frightened at this lamentable and unexpected Diſaſter, re- 
ſolved to abandon all the petty Plantations, and to draw the 
People together, to make good five or ſix of the beſt and 
moſt defenſible Places. Nay, ſo great was the Terror and 
Alarm, that many Perſons were urgent, to abandon Fames 
River, and to retire to the Eaſtern Shore, where they might 
eaſily fortify and defend themiclves againſt the Indians. And 
for quicting thoſe, who were many, the Governor was 
obliged to hold ſome Councils, under Colour of conſidering 
their Propoſal, but yet with a ſull Reſolution, never to take 
ſo unadviſed and deſtructive a Step. However, many Plan- 
tations were quitted by Authority ; and all the People were 
drawn together to Shirley Hundred, Flower-de-Hundred, 
Tames-Town, with Paſpahey and the Plantations right op- 
polite, Kicquotan, and Southainpton Hundred; to which 
were added, by the Obſtinacy and Reſolution of their Ow- 


ners, Mr. Samuel Fordan's Plantation, now called Jordan's 
Paint, and Newport's- News. For Want of Boats and other 
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Conveniencics, it was impoſſible, on ſuch a ſudden, to ſe- 


cure and bring oft all their Cattle and other Goods, which 
were, for the moſt Part, after their Departure, burnt, ru- 


ined, and deſtroycd by the Indians. But Mr. Gookin, at 
Newport's-News, reſuſed to obey the Order of Government, 
and draw oft his People; and having got together thirty 
hve of all Sorts, he ſecured his Plantaticn, and defended 


himſelf and Company againſt all their Aſlaults and Incur- 


ſions. The like was alſo done by Mr. Samuel Fordan; and 
by Mrs. Procter, a proper, civil, and modeſt Gentlewo- 
man, who, with an hcroic Spirit, defended her Eſtate for 


a Month, till ſhe, with all with her, were obliged, by the 


Engliſh 


| 
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Engliſb Officers, to go with them, and to leave their Sub- 


fanceto the Havock and Spoil of the Enemy. Mr. Ed. 


Sir Francis 
Her, Go 
venus, 


ward Hill allo, at Eliſabeth-City, altho* much Miſchief was 
done to his Cattle, yet did himſelf alone defend his Houſe, 
whilſt all his Men were fick and unable to give him any 
Aſſiſtance. 

CAPTAIN Thomas Newce, Deputy and Superintendant 
of the Company's Lands, foreſeeing the Difficulties and 
Famine, that muſt neceffarily enſue, cauſed as much Corn 
as poſſible, to be planted at Hliſabeth- City, where he com- 
manded ; whilſt others deſtroyed even that, which had 
been before planted, fearing, it might be of Service to the 
Indians, and truſted wholly to Relief by Trade or from 
England, which had ever been one of the principal Cauſes 
of their Miſeries. For, Supplies from England were very 
precarious, and liable to many Accidents and Diſappoint- 
ments, and had been, formerly at leaſt, __——— af- 
forded ; And the Trade for Corn, with the Natives, was 
uſually carried on by Men of Subſtance, to their own Gain 
and Advantage, and as it was complained, eſpecjally by 


the Company's Enemies, to the great Oppreſſion of the 


poor and ſuffering Inhabitants. But Captain Newce called 
all his next adjoining Neighbours to his Houſe, and omitted 


nothing, to relieve their Wants and Neceſſities. He like- 


wiſe, with all. Speed, entrenched himſelf ; mounted three 
Pieces of Ordinance ; fink a Well of freſh Water; and 


ſoon put himſelf into a Poſture of Defence, above the Fear 


of any Danger or Aſſault from the Enemy. In all thefe 
Works, he acted the Part of a Sawyer, a Carpenter, or a 
Labourer ; till he brought upon himſelf many Sickneſſes, 
and at laſt a Dropſy, to the very great Grief of his Fami- 
ly, and of all under his Government. The latter End of 

une, Sir George Yeardley, in his Way to Accomack, ſtaid 


three or four Days with Captain Nezwce, being accompanied 


by the Council, and many other gay Gentlemen. The 
Captain, being oppreſſed with ſo large a Company, com- 


nn to one of the chief among them, of the Want of 
- Proviſions. - Whereupon he gave the Word to the reſt, 


and they entered the Fields of Corn near the Fort, which 


were the beſt guarded and. preſerved from the Ravage of 


the Enemy, and altho* the Ears were ſcarce halt grown, 


they devoured and made a miferable Waſte among it. But 


it mutt be obſerved, that this Particulat relies wholly on 
the Authority of Captain Su, who was himfelf abſent, 
and whoſe Relations of theſe times were chiefly taken from 
Perſons of the opponent Faction. They are therefore always 


claſhes 


fo be ſomgwhat fuſpecled ; and eſpecially in this Story, as it 
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claſhes ſo much with Sir George Yeardley's general Charac- 1622. 
ter, and the univerſal Love and Eſteem, which he obtained 
from the Colony. However Capain Newce was certainly a — Freects> 
Man of great Goodneſs and Merit. As long as he had any — 
thing, his Company ſhared it equally with him; and when 
all was ſpent, being obliged to live on Crabs and Oyſters, 
fell into a very weak and feeble Condition. Yet 
Captain Newce diſtribued among them, as he ſaw Occa- 
ſion, a little Milk and Rice, which he ſtill had left ; and 
behaved himſelf, in all things, with ſuch. a fatherly Ten- 
derneſs and Care, that he obtained the Reputation of be- 
ing the Commander, throughout the whole Country, thaf 
took the moſt continual Pains for the Publick, and did the 
leaſt Good for himſelf, of all others. On the gth of Sep- 
tember, his Men were attacked at their Labours, by the 
Indians, which was the firſt Aſlault, they had made ſince 
the Maſſacre, and four were lain. The Captain, altho* 
extremely ſick, ſallied forth to engage them; but they, 
hiding themſelves in the Corn and other lurking Places, 
eſcaped his Vengeance. Soon after, this worthy Gentle- 
man died; and the Company, in Conſideration of his, as 
well as her own Merit, granted his widow a Moiety of 
the Labours of the 'T enants, due to his Place, till another 
Perſon ſhould be appointed to ſucceed him. And after- 
wards, in a Letter to the Governor and Council, they or- 
dered her the whole Profits of their Labour for the follow- 
ing Year, with no ſmall Commendation of her Virtue and 
Deſert. - C * n 0 
"CAPTAIN Ralegh Chroſhaw was, all this while, at 
Patowmack, with one Man. He had not been long there, 
before Opechancanough ſent two Baſkets of Beads to Japa- 
zatos, the King, to kill them; aſſuring him of the Slaugh- 
ter he had made, and that before the End of two Moons, 
there ſhould not be an Engliſhman left in all their Coun- 
tries. Japazatus diſcloſed this to Captain Ghroſhaw, who 
expreſſed great Scorn and Contempt for Opechancanough, 
whoſe Treachery and Cowardiſe he had ſeen ſufficiently 
tried by Captain Smith, when he took him Priſoner, at the 
Head of ſeven hundred Men. After two Days Delibera- 
tion, 7 made Anſwer, that the Engliſp were bis 
Friends, and Opitchapan, the Indian Emperor, his Brother; 
and that therefore, there ſhould be no Blood ſhed between 
them, by his Means. He alſo returned the Preſent of 
Beads, adviſing the Pamunkeys to come no more into his 
Country, leſt the Exgliſb, though »gainſt his Will, ſhould 
do them a Miichief, But the Env: Colony concluded 
Chroſhaw undoubtedly dead, till Captam Hamer came to Pa- 
# toawmack, 
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towmackh, in June, to trade for Corn; where he found him 


ute, and was kindly entertained by both him and the King, 


Sir Francis 
Wyar, Go- 
vernor. 


toto machs, to fo 


By the King's Direction and Affiſtanee, he affaulted and 
took a Town, where was ſome Corn; and at his Depar- 
ture, he left Captain Chroſhaw four Men more. Chrohaw 
receiving continual Alarms, retired with theſe to a Place of 
Advantage, where, with the Aſſiſtance of the Patotomacts, 
he ſoon fortified himſelf, ſufficiently againſt all ſuch wild 


Aſfailants. Soon after, he was viſited by Captain Netuce; 


from whom underſtanding the miſerable State of the Colo- 
ny, he offered, if they would fend him a bold Shallop, with 
Provjſion to trade, and proper Arms and Men, to provide 
them Corn ſufficient, after the getting in their Corn; but as 
yet, it being but the latter End of June, he told him, there 
was little or none in all the Country. 5 
_ Newee communicating this to the Governor and others, 
Capain Tſuac MHaddiſon was ſent, with thirty odd Men, 
in a Ship and ſmall Bark. His Commiſſion from the Go- 
vernor, expreſly charges and requires him, to aſſiſt and 
defend their Friends and Confederates, the Patotomachs, a- 
gainſt the common Enemy; to protect them and their Corn, 
to his utmoſt Power; and in his Carriage, as well towards 
them as the Enemy, to diſcharge, faithfully and cireum- 
ſpectly, the great Fruft, repofed in him, as he would an- 
ſwer the ſame, at his Peril. But juſt at that time, Captain 
Chroſhaw had received a Letter from Mrs. Boyce, a Woman 
of Figure, who wis Priſoner, with nineteen more, at Pa- 
munkey. Having ſome Proſpect of recovering their Liber- 
ty, he went to Jane Ter, with two Chiefs of the Pa- 
licit the Governor, and to enter into Mea- 
ſures for their Releaſe. But before this, Opechancanongh 
had returned an inſutent Anſwer to the Governor's Meflage, 
concerning reſtoring the Engliſb Captives, and had treated 
the King's Picture with great Diſhonour and Contumely. 
The Angliſb alſo diſſembled their Intents, and pretending 
Peace and Friendſhip, invited the Indians back, to plant 
their Corn at their uſual Habitations ; which being now 
grown up, fo as to make the Loſs irreparable by a new Crop, 
the Governor was preparing, with five hundred Men, to 
make a ſharp and vigorous War upon them, eſpecially upon 
Opechancanough and his bloody Adherents ; and hoped, by 
deſtroying their Corn, and other Means, to drive them quite 
out.of the Country. As to the lawful Emperor, Opiteha- 


pan, who by this time indeed was only an Emperor in Name, 


he ſeems very greatly to have diſapproved of the Maſſacre. 
For I find him, early the next Year, ſending Chenco, Pace's 
Chriſtian Convert, who diſcovered the Indian Confpiracy, 

to 
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o aſſure Sir Francis Mat, that if he would fend ten or 


twelve Men, he would give up the reſt of the Englifh Pri- . 


ſoners, that were in his 


oſſeſſion; and would alſo deliver Sir Fami 


his Brother Operhuncanough, the Author of the Maffacre, 75%" os 
into the Hands of the Engliſb, either alive or dead. Captain n 


Tucher was gy {ent upon this Service, but without 
the deſired Succeſs: However Opitchapan ſent back Mrs. 
Boyce, naked and unappareled, in Manner and Faſhion, like 
one of their Indian Queens. . 1 

Fo R theſe Reaſons, the Governor was unwilling, at that 
Juncture, to hear of any Treaty with Opechancanough; and 
Captain Chreſhaw's Journey to 'Fames-Town was in vain g 
but his Abſence from Patowmack had a very unhappy Con- 
ſequence, on another Account. For, Madiſon was a Man 
of a jealous and timorous Nature; and not liking to live 
among the Savages, as Chroſhaw did, he built himfelf a 
ſtrong Houſe, within Chroſpaw's Fort, and there ſoon roſe 
great Coldneſs and Reſerve between him and the Patow- 
macks, There was alſo then at Patowmack an exile King, 
who was inwardly exaſperated at Fapazaws, ' becauſe he 
would not aſſiſt him in the Recovery of his Kingdom. 
This ſubtle and malicious Barbarian did therefore, in Re- 
venge, forge a Plot, as if Fapazaws and the Patawmacks 
were in Treaty with Opechancanough, how to cut off and 
deſtroy the Engliſh there. And to give his Lye the greater 
Credit and Air of Probability, he wreſted and applied ſe- 
veral Circumſtances, that had lately happened, to this De- 
lien. Maddiſon, naturally fearful and ſuſpicious, was a- 
larmed at this, and made his Men ſtand punctually to their 
Arms. Some time after, under Pretence of Buſineſs, he 
ſent for the King to his ſtrong Houſe ; where having locked 
bim, his Son, and four others up, and ſet a Guard of five 
Engliſhmen upon the Houſe, he fell on the "Town, with 
the reſt of his Company, and flew thirty or forty, Men, 
Women, and Children. The poor King, being ſurpriſed 
at ſuch an unexpected Aſſault, called out, and begged him 
to ceaſe from ſo undeſerved a Cruelty. But he gave not 
over the Execution, till he had ſlain, or put to Flight, all 
in the Town. Then he returned, and taxed the King of 
Treachery ; who denicd it bitterly, and told him, it was 
ſome Contrivance of thoſe, who withed his Deſtruction, 
for being a Friend to the Eugliſb. Atter that, Maddiſon led 
him, his Son, and two others to his Ship, promiſing to ſet 


them at Liberty, as ſoon as his Men were all ſafely ſhip- 
d; and the King, very readily and eſfectually, ordered 
is Subjects, not to ſhoot at, or annoy the Engliſh, whillt 
they wers going on board, But notwithſtanding 2 
ads 
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16222 AMaddiſon, contrary to all good Faith, carried them Pri- 
— ſoners to Fames-Town; where they lay, till the Ocbeber 


Sir Francis 
Wyar Go- 
vernot. 


following, when they were carried home by Captain Ha- 
mer, who took a Quantity of Corn for their Ranſom, 
However, this perfidious Dealing did not paſs off, entirely 
without Notice or Animadverhon. For, Mr. John Pountis, 
as a Caſe properly belonging to his Office of Vice-Admiral, 
afterwards lodged a Complaint againſt ſome Perſons, who 
oing out to trade with the Indians, under Pretence of 
Friendſhip, and in the Governor's Name, had ſeiſed their 
Perſons, and ſomctimes taken their Lives, and ſometimes 
their Goods, for nothing, or at their own Rates, contrary 
to all Laws human and divine, and to the Diſhonour of 
God's Name, of the King, and the whole Engliſh Nation, 
Altho' this was conceived in general 'T'erms, ſo as to reach 
all other Perſons, guilty of the ſame Crime, yet we are 
told, in the Act of Court itſclf, that it was chiefly levelled 
againſt Maddiſon and Hamer. And ſome Examinations a- 
gainſt them were accordingiy taken; but by reaſon of Ha- 
mer's Sickneſs, and Maddiſon's Abſence, who ſoon after re- 
turned to England, the Suit drupped, and never procceded 
to full Trial. |; 
THis raſh and unadviſed Action of 1Maddiſon (not to 


call it by any worſe Name) was of very ill Conſequence to 


the Colony. For they were thereby cut off from all Hopes 
and Pretenſions, to trade for Corn on that River; which 
was then their only Refuge and Dependance, as the Indian, 
in all the other Parts of the Country, were in an open and 
declared War with them, and as they themſelves had not 
attempted any _ of a Crop, left the Corn, when grown 
up, ſhould give Means and Opportunity for Aflaults and 
Ambuſcades. Captain Chroſhaw's Deſign was alſo quite 
defeated ; who intended to make Fapazaws a proper Inſtru- 
ment and Ally againſt Opechancanough. For he had at his 
Command above two hundred fighting Men, in the Town 
of Patowmack; and was, beſides, a Perſon of great In- 
tereſt and Authority, throughout the whole River, being a 
Kind of petty Emperor there, and unwilling to own Sub- 
jection to the other Emperors, whom he always affected to 
treat, rather as Brethren than Superiors. It was therefore 
probably thought, that Chroſhaw would have ſucceeded in 
his Scheme, and might eaſily have made him riſe againſt a 
Power, which he was before jealous of, and always looked 
upon, as uſurped and oppreſſive. 

HowEveR Captain Henry Spilnan, who had been pre- 
ſerved by the Means of Pocahontas, and had lived ſeveral 
Years at Patowmac#, relying on his Intereſt and Acquain- 

tance 
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fance with them, ventured to go thither, in a Bark, with 1622 
twenty ſix Men, to trade for Corn. But himſelf, with —I— 
twenty one more, were ſurpriſed and flain by the Paſcoti- AA 
(ms, the greateſt People in thoſe Parts. They immediate- „nor. 
ly boarded the Veſſel in their Canoes, and entered ſo faſt, 
that the five Men, left to guard her, were in the utmoſt 
Amazement, till a Sailor gave Fire to a Piece of Ordinance 
at Random; the bare Report whereof ſo frighted the poor 
dzwages, that they leaped overboard, and forgetting their 
Canoes, ſwam aſhore, Soon after, they heard a great 
Noiſe among them, and ſaw a Man's Head thrown down 
the Bank ; whereupon they weighed Anchor, and return'd. 
And thus died this unfortunate Gentleman, who was of a 
good Family in England. He had, three Years before, 
been tried, and found guilty, of depreciating and under- 
mining the Governor's Authority, by telling Opechanca- 
zugh, that a Great Man (meaning the Earl of J/arw:c) 
would ſoon come, and take his Place. For which Crime, 
they thought it a Mercy to ſpare his Life ; but they how- 
ever degraded him from his Captainſhip, and condemned 
him, to be a Servant to the Colony for ſeven Years, in 
Quality of Interpreter ; for which Office he was peculiarly 
fitted, by having long lived, and been very converſant, a- 
mong the Indians. 

Edward Waters, one of the three, that ſtaid in the Iſlands 
of Bermudas, and found the great Block of Ambergreaſe, 
dwelling in Virginia, at the time of the Maſſacre, was 
himſelf, together with his Wife, taken and kept Priſoners 
by the Nanſarmonds. But this Fall, ſome Englih, near 
Newport's-News, were ſurpriſed in ſo great a Storm, that 
altho* the Men ſaved their Lives, the Boat was loſt ; which 
was caſt, by the Wind and Waves, upon the Shore of 
Nanſamond. The Indians, finding it, were ſo buſicd, 
with Songs, and Dances, and Invocations, according to 
their Manner of Triumph, that Vaters and his Wife found 
Means, to get ſecretly into one of their Canoes, and croſſe.l 
the River, nine or ten Miles over, to Kicguotan; where 
they were reccived with no leſs Joy and Wonder by the 
ry than their Eſcape gave Anger and Vexution to the 
ndians, 

SHORTLY after, Sir George Yeardley and Capt. Powel, 
each with a Company of Gentlemen Volunteers, went ta 
ſeek the Enemy. But all being fled, except three, which 
Captain Powel met by Chance and flew, they burnt their 
al Houſes, deſtroyed every thing they could find, and ſo re- 
n- | ned. Three hundred Soldiers, the beſt they could 
ce chuſe, were, not long after, raiſed and embarked in con- 
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1622, venient Veſſels, under the Conduct of Sir George Yeardley, 
L-— with all things neceſlary for the Expedition. They went 
Sir Francis firſt to Nanſamond ; where the Indians ſet Fire to their own 
Wat, Go- Houſes, ſpoiled all they could, and then fled away, with 
werno's. What they could carry off. So that the Engliſh had no Op- | 
portunity to make any Slaughter of them. But their Corn 

being newly gathered, they ſeized all they could find; 

burnt the Houſes, which the Inhabitants had in their Hur- 

ry left unburnt; and ſo departed. From thence they went 

to Pamunkey, the chieſ Seat of Opechancanough. He did | 

not appear himſelf ; but the Indians there ſeemed exceed- t 

ingly aſtoniſhed, and promiſed to bring them all the Ex- 

gliſh, yet living, and to reſtore their Arms, and whatever ( 

elſe they had; pretending, much to deſire Peace, and to ( 

give them any Satisfaction in their Power. But this was a 

only a Device, to procraſtinate the Time, till they could 0 

convey away their Corn from all other Places, except t 

where the Engliſh were quartered. At length, the Englij, q 
perceiving their Deſign, ſeiſed on the Corn in their Power, I 

burnt their Houſes, and purſued them into the Woods, 2 

But they fled before them, and eaſily eſcaped, not without t 
Contempt and Inſult. For ſome lurked about in Ambuſh, ( 

and diſcharged ſome Shot out of ngliſb Pieces, which g 

hurt and wounded ſeveral diſorderly Stragglers. After this, 2 

Sir George returned, with a thouſand Buſhels of Corn, and c 

each of the Soldiers had three Buſhels a piece. Captain c 

3 Smith tells us, that they were however obliged to pay ten D 
Shillings a Buſhel, before they received it, for Freight and p 

other Charges of the Expedition. But the Governor and 0! 

Council's Letters to the Company, an Authority not to be tr 

conteſted, expreſly ſay, that Sir ogy Yeardley freely em- E 

ployed his own Shipping, Shallops, Mariners, and Servants, H 

without any Recompence or Frieght at all. But this is nat in 

the only Inſtance, in which that Gentleman's Actions are WI nm 

miſrepreſented in Smith's Hiſtory. For, he immediately ſe 

preceeding and coming after Captain Argall's Government, N R 

and having a Commiſſion to examine and puniſh his O- h: 

fences, became a peculiar Mark of Hatred and Calumny WM cc 

to that Faction. The ſame Letters inform us, that three Sr 
thouſand Buſhels of Corn more were taken from the Ene- E 
my, by Force or Trade, and brought in, by different Par- 
ties of Men, By theſe, and other ſuch ſmall Inroads and 
Depredations, the Indians were reduced to great Want and 
Neceſſity that Winter, and endured no ſmall Miſery: and 
Famine. So that many of the Engliſb, in Confidence of 
their Weakneſs, and Inability to hurt them, returned to 
their former Habitations, For, beſides plundering and ruin- 
118 
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Autumn and Winter, than had ever fallen by the Hands of 
the Engliſh, put them all together, from the firſt Begin- 
ning and Settlement of the Colony. 

THE Earl of J/arwick, not ſatisfied with the Spoils of 
Virginia, had alſo, by his Intereſt and Intrigues, procured 
his Follower and Dependent, Captain Nathaniel Butler, to 
be ſent Governor of Bermudas for three Years ; where he 
exerciſed the ſame bare-faced Oppreſſion and Extortion, 
that Captain Argal/ had done here. But from the petty 
Offence of plundering the Colony, he proceeded to a higher 
Crime and Miſdemeanor, and committed ſome Pillage upon 
a Spaniſh Wreck. This incenſed Gondomar, and the Lords 
of the Privy Council ſent a ſharp Order to the Company, 
to make an immediate and ſtrict Enquiry into the Matter. 
The Time of his Government being therefore now expi- 
red, a Commiſſion was given to Mr. Bernard, who was 
going over to ſucceed him, to enquire into the Affair of 
the Spaniſh Wreck, as well as the Truth of many other 
Complaints and Allegations, ſent over againſt him to En- 
gland. But, as had been done in Captain Argall's Caſe, 
a Bark was diſpatched from Barn/taple, in which he eſ- 
caped, juſt before the Arrival of the new Governor, and 
came to Virginia. He left thoſe Iſlands in a moſt miſera- 
ble Plight, being reduced to Beggary and Ruin, by his Ra- 
pines and Extortions; and coming hither in the Extremity 
of Winter, he found the Colony labouring under the Diſ- 
treſſes and unhappy Conſequences of the Maſſacre. Sir 
Francis Myat received and entertained him, with great 
Hoſpitality and Good-manners ; but his Behaviour here was 
nfamouſly lewd and riotous. Among other things, he de- 
manded to be admitted of the Council, and grievouſly re- 
ſented his being refuſed, altho* he could ſhew no Colour of 
Right or Title to it. After about three Months Stav, and 
having gone up as high as Chickahominy, where, like a 
common Robber or free Booter, he fell upon, and made 
dpoil of Lady Dale's Cattle, he ſet Sail, and returned for 
England. | 

Bu r before this, in the Beginning of the Summer, there 
had been ſet afoot a moſt unhappy Affair for the Com- 
pany ; which gave it, as it were, a ſettling Blow, and not 
without ſome Face of Reaſon, was the Occaſion of greater 
Clamours and Animoſities than ever. It hath been fre- 


quently related, how the King took all Opportunities of 


ginding tae Company and infant Colony, | by laying op- 
R 2 preſſive 
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ing their Corn, and other Ways of diſtreſſing and deſtroy- 1622. | 
ing them, the Governor and Council, in the aforeſaid Let- | 
ter, aſſure the Company, that more Indians were lain that 57 Francis 
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preſſive and illegal Impoſitions on Tobacco. This he did, 


partly out of his natural Abhorrence and Averſion to that 
Sir Francis Weed, but chiefly out of a Deſire of Gain. For, with x 


Wyat G9- 
vernor. 


Conjunction not unuſual to be found in Mens Characters, 
Profuſion and a voratious Appetite after Money, had met 
together in that Prince's Nature. In all theſe Exactions, 
Sir Lionel Cranfield had been his principal Inſtrument, 
He had been at firſt a Merchant of London, and then an 
Officer in the Cuſtoms, from whence he was introduced to 
Court, as a Projector; which, in the Language of thoſe 
Times, ſignified a Perſon, who could furniſh Expedients 
to the Miniſters, to raiſe Money, in the Vacancy, and 
without the Aſſiſtance, of Parliament. He was a very 
wiſe and dextrous Officer; and in this Execrable Function, 
had been ſo uſeful and ſucceſsful, that, together with the 
Advantage of —_ married one of Buckingham's Relations 
(an extraordinary Merit then, and an infallible Road to the 
higheſt Preferments) he had riſen, before this time, to 
the Dignity of Earl of Middleſex, and Lord High Trea- 
ſurer of England. He was himſelf an ancient Adventurer 
in the Affair of Virginia; and well knew, how uneaſy 
they were, under the Preſſure of the Monopolies, Garb- 


ling, and other illegal Patents. He therefore reſolved to 


try, whether he could not make the Company conſent to 
their own Oppreſſion, and ſqueeze out of them a greater 
Profit and Revenue to his Majeſty, by making a particular 
Contract with themſelves. 

To this End, he firſt broached the Matter privately to 
Sir Edwin Sandys; offering a Grant to the two Companies 
of Virginia and the Somer-1/lands, for the ſole Importation 
of "Tobacco into the Realms of England and Ireland, re- 
ſerving to his Majeſty a certain valuable Rent. This he 
did, with large Profeſſions of his Love and Affection to the 
Colony of Virginia, whereof he was an ancient Counſellor ; 
and declared, that, beſides the perſonal Duty of his Place, 
as Lord High Treaſurer, his principal Motive herein was 
the Profit and Advancement of the Colonies. Sir Ediuin 
profeſſed his Ignorance in Affairs of that Nature; but aſter 
ſome Thought, he conſulted with Sir Arthur Ingram, 2. 
nother Member of the Virginia Company, then preſent, 
but a faſt Creature and Retainer to the Lord Treaſurer. At 
length, conſidering, that Tobacco was a deceiveable Weed, 
and the Uſe of it wholly founded on a Humour, which 
might ſoon vaniſh into Smoke, and come to nothing, he 
told his Lordſhip, that to ſettle any great Rent in Money, 
upon ſuch an uncertain Commodity, might ſoon bankrupt 
the Companics, and utterly ruin the Plantations. * 
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fore, he conceived it much the ſafer Way for the Compa- 1622. 
nies, to yield his Majeſty a certain Proportion, in Specie, 

out of the Tobacco itſelf ; whereof, he thought, they — Francis 
might be induced to give a fourth Part, provided they 4 wy 
might be diſcharged from all other Burthens upon it. But 
his Lordſhip, falling into a Calculation, told him, that 
without the Grant of a Third, there could not be that Re- 
venue raiſed to his Majeſty, as was expected ; and for the 
old Cuſtom, of ſix Pence a Pound upon Roll, and four 
Pence upon Leaf Tobacco, it was already granted to his 
Majeſty's Farmers, and could not be reverſed. _ 

FTER this, Sir Edwin Sandys, by his Lordſhip's Com- 
mand, communicated this Propoſal to the Lords Southamp- 
ton and Cavendiſh, and the two Deputies ; who having im- 
parted it to their Councils, brought it before the Companies. 
Such a Contract, if it could be concluded on any reaſona- 
ble Terms, was certainly of very great and viſible Advan- 
tage to the Companies and Colonies. For it would enable 
them, by having the whole Commodity in their own Hands, 
to exclude all foreign Tobacco, and to raiſe, or at leaſt 
keep up, the Price of their own ; and would as well cafe 
them from the Extortions and Inſults of other monopoliſing 
Patents, as ſecure them from any farther Impoſitions. For 
the Court, as the Colonies advanced in Strength, was ſtill 
loading them with new Impoſitions, and kept them always 
ſtaggering, and ſcarce able to go forward, under the Bur- 
then of "I'axes and Impoſts. And this was then done, ſolely 
by the King's Authority, without granting Parliaments their 
undoubted Right, of giving Money, and laying new Duties 
on the Subject. And what was a notorious, and (if the ſa- 
cred Character of Kings and Miniſters would allow the Ex- 
preſſion) an impudent Breach of Faith, it was done againſt 
the plaineſt and moſt expreſs Words and Tenor of for- 
mer Grants ; which was, beyond Doubt, the preſent Caſe 
of the Virginia Company, as hath been before obſerved and 
recited, 

HowEveR, the Companies, fitting down peaceably 
under theſe Oppreſſions, readily embraced this Overture, 
and appointed each a Committee, to treat with the Lord 
Treaſurer about it. But in the Progreſs of the Buſineſs, his 
Lordſhip was ſtill ſqueezing in new Hardſhips upon them 
and particularly ſurpriſed and ſhocked them with a Propo- 
ſal, that for cach of the two Years, then next enſuing, the 
Companies ſhould be obliged, to bring in ſixty thouſand 
Weight of Spaniſh Tobacco, or otherwiſe permit forty 
thouſand Weight to be imported by ſome other. This 
Propoſition ſeemed very grievous to the Committees, and 
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croſſed one of their chief Purpoſes. They therefore replied : 


i — That no ſuch Obligation was laid on the former Patentees 


Sir F-unc's 
Mat, Go- 
vVcrnor, 


for the ſole Importation of Tobacco: That the Example of 
obliging Men to bring in 12 forcign Commodity, whereof 
there was ſufficient of the Growth of the King's own Do- 
minions, would ſcem very ſtrange and unaccountable ; and 
ſuch a thing, as they thought, had not been heard of, in 
any Part of the World: That to prohibit the planting To— 
bacco in England, and yet to command the importing ſo 
large a Quantity from a foreign Country (eſpecially when it 
was conteſledly a great Drain of the Cath of the Nation) 
would be very gricvous to the Englih Subject; and was ſo 
odious a thing, that they were aſhamed to be concerned in 
it: That tac Quantity of ſixty thouſand Weight of Spaniſh 
Tobacco was very exceſſive, and more than had been im- 

orted in divers Years, when there was no Reſtraint at all: 
That ſo large a Proportion (the whole Import of Tobacco 
into England, upon an Average for the laſt ſeven Years, be- 
ing only an hundred forty two thouſand and eighty five 


Pounds Weight a Year) muſt uttcrly abaſe the Price of the 


Plantation Tobacco, as maniſęſtly appeared from that Year's 
Experience; ſo that the Colonies would part with a third 


of their Tobacco to the King, without any Retribution in 


the Price of the reſt, as was at firſt propoſed : And that, in 
excluding all Spaniſh Tobacco, there could be no Room 
for Fraud or Error; whereas, under the Colour of ſo large 
an Importation, it would be impoſſible to prevent the run- 
ning and ſtealing in a much greater Quantity. 

THESE Objections were certainly very ſharp and home, 
and did not a little expoſe the partial and moſt unpatriot 
Meaſures of the Court, But it was the Misfortune of that 
Time, that the Company dealt much in Reaſon, and the 
Courtiers in Command. They were therefore peremptorily 
told, that this was a Point of ſuch Importance, that it could 
not be diſpenſed with, without diſſolving the whole Con- 
tract. For we muſt remember, that the Spaniſh Match 
was ſtill on Foot; and therefore his Majeſty would facrt- 
tice ſq large an Intereſt of his own Subjects to that Nation, 
to gratiſy and oblige his good Friend and Ally, the King of 
Spain; who had been now, for many Years, bubbling and 
abuſing him, to the open Scorn and Mockery of all Eur'fe- 
Befides which, it is nut to be ſuppoſed, that Gondemar, who, 
about this time, bore a very great Sway in the Affairs of 
Englund, would let flip ſuch an Opportunity, of acquiring 
ſo great a Profit to his Country. And indeed we are told 
by Mr. Cuche, that the Obſtruction of theſe Plantations, was 
2 main Branch of the Aims and Endeavours of that Spar/Þ 
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Buffoon ; and that he oppoſed all Voyages to the Vet-In- 1622. 

dies, and particularly croſſed theſe Undertakings of Virginia — 
and Bermudas, leſt from them there ſhould afterwards ariſe St Francis 
another England in America, of equal Dread and Annoy- fad. we 
ance to New-Sparn, as that in Europe was to the Old. But : 
the Company, having had ſome Gleams of Hope, and dread- 
ing nothing ſo much as falling into their former Calamities 
and Oppreſſions, did at laſt, after much Diſpute and Con- 
teſtation, conſent to this Article; and the whole Contract 
was concluded and agreed upon, chiefly on theſe Conditi- 
ons. For I ſhall in this, as I have done in other Caſes, 
take the Liberty, for Brevity's Sake, only to give the main 
Subſtance of Matters, and to leave out ſuch Points, as are 


immaterial, and of little or no Conſequence to be known, 


I. THAT the ſole Importation of Tobacco, into the 
Realms of England and Ireland, ſhould be granted to the 
Virginia and Samer-Iſlands Companies, by Patent under the 
Great Seal of England; which Grant ſhould be drawn and 
conſtrued, in the moſt beneficial Manner for the Com- 

anies Behoof, and the Advancement of the Colonies; his 
Maicft 's Profit, hereafter recited, only reſerved. 

II. THAT his Majeſty ſhould, by Proclamation, pro- 
hibit all others from importing, as alſo from planting To- 
bacco in England and Ireland, during the ſaid Contract, 
under grievous Penaltics ; and that what was already plant» 
- ſhould, by Virtue of the former Proclamation, bo con- 

ſcated. 

III. Thar his Majeſty, and the Lord High Treaſurer, 
ſhould take all proper Methods, for preventing and confiſ- 
cating all Tobacco, unduly imported; and ſhould endea- 
vour, in all Points, to keep up efteCtually to the true Intent 
and Meaning of this Contract ; and particularly, that his 
Majeſty ſhould grant no Licences to Retailers of Tobacco, 
that the Market might {till remain free and open, as it had 
hitherto done. 

IV. THAT in Conſideration hereof, as alſo for that the 
Companies ſhould be diſcharged from all other Payments on 
f Tobacco (excepting only the ancient Cuſtom, in the Book 
] of Rates, of ſix Pence a Pound on Roll Tobacco, and four 
Pence upon Leaf) the ſaid Companies ſhould pay to his Mae 
Ne the clear Proceed of a full third Part of all Tobacco, 

early imported and landed by them in the ſaid two Realms: 
4 Provided nevertheleſs, that they ſhould not be obliged to 
1 import more Tobacco of the Growth of the two Colonies, 
than they themſelves thought proper, 
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V. THAT the Lord High Treaſurer ſhould cauſe the 


paſt, ending at Michaclmas, 1621; wherein ſhould be ſpe. 
cid, how much was Roll Tobacco, and how much Leaf, 
becauſe of the different Cuſtom ; and that the whole ſhould 
be reduced to a certain Sum of Money, whereof one Third 
to be paid by the King, for his Part, and two Thirds by 
the Componics, and the Cuſtomers to make no farther De- 
m-1d on any Tobacco, either imported or exported. 

VI. THAT his Majeſty ſhould be diſcharged from Pay. 
ment of Freight, and all other previous Charges; but that 
1nincdlately upon the Arrival of the ſaid Tobacco (at which 
time his Majeſty's Intereſt therein would commence) he 
ſhould bear the third Part of all Charges, for landing, hou— 
ſing, keeping, and tranſporting by Land, Sea, or freſh 
Water, into divers Parts; as alſo his third Part of all Law- 
ſuits, of the Salaries of all Officers, Agents, Factors, and 
Servants ; and in gencral, of all Matters and Buſineſſes what- 
ſoever, incident to the ſaid Tobacco, or Contract. 

VII. Tu Ar all the Tobacco imported, ſhould be con- 
ſigned into ſuch Hands, as ſhould be appointed by the faid 
Companies; who ſhould, in their General Courts, have the 
ſole Nomination of all Officers, Agents, Factors, Miniſters, 


and Servants, and the entire Management of the ſaid To- 


bacco : YieJding to his Majeſty, a true and perfect Account 
thereof, and paying the clear Profits, which ſhould become 
due to his Majeſty for his Third, and come into their Hands: 
In which Account the Third of all Charges ſhould be allow- 
ed and defalcated, as aforeſaid. 

VIII. THarT the Companies ſhould be obliged to im- 
port, not above fixty thouſand, nor under forty thouſand 
Weight of Spari/ Tobacco, for each of the firſt two Years 
of this Contract, and no longer : Upon Condition neverthe- 
leſs, that the King and State of Spain did not purpoſely 
(upon Knowledge of their being obliged to import fo large 
2 Quantity) raiſe the Cuſtom, or impoſe new Burthens and 
Charges upon their Tobacco; and on Condition likewiſe, 
that the Price of Tobacco, at which it was then ſold in 
Spain, be not purpoſely enhanced, and that the Markets be, 
in all RelpcEts, as free and open, as formerly they have been: 
Pr. vided alſo, if any of the ſaid Quantity of Spaniſh Lo- 
bacco do, in any wiſe, miſcarry by Caſualties at Sea, that 
in that Cafe, the ſaid Companies ſhould not be bound, to 
reſtore and make good the Proportion ſo loſt, by any new 
Provifion and Importation. 

IX. Tua this Contract ſhould commence at Michael- 
mas, 1622, and continue for the Space of ſeven Y ears, tlien 
nent enſuing. Inis 
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THr1s Contract was certainly very well and cautiouſly 1622. 
worded, by Sir Edwin Sandys, who drew it, and was indeed ——-— 
their conſtant Draughtſman upon all ſuch Occaſions. But it Sir Frarcis 
was at laſt eſteemed a very hard and pinching Bargain upon {94s 8 
the Trade ; and as a certain noble Perſon expreſſed it, was ; 
not to be looked upon as a pleaſant Diſh, well ſauced and 
ſeaſoned, but as a bitter Potion, which muſt of Neceſſity, be 
ſwallowed down, for avoiding greater Evils. The Earl of 
$ruthampton therefore, earneſtly deſired the Company, duly 
to conſider each Article, and not to ſpare to give their beſt 
Counſel and Advice, in ſo weighty a Buſineſs, which ſo near- 
ly concerned themſelves and the Colonies, it being not onl 
free, but demanded, as a Duty from every Man, to ſpeak his 
Mind boldly, as his own Reaſon ſhould ſuggeſt. But after 
a long Pauſe, it appearing, that nothing more could be ſaid, 
than had formerly been delivered, his Lordſhip, at the Com- 
pany's Requeſt, put it to the Queſtion, and it was ratified 
and confirmed, by an almoſt unanimous Conſent, one Hand 
only being held up againſt it. After which, it was, by the 
Lord Cavendiſh, their Governor, propoſed to, and confirm- 
ed by the Somer-Iſlands Company, with the like Unanimity. 

For the Adventurers in that Plantation, being about an hun- 
dred and twenty fix in Number, were all likewiſe Members 
of the Virginia Company. 

Bor before the Bargain was thoroughly concluded and 
ratihed dy the Lord High Treaſurer, he preſſed in upon them 
an Obligation to import the forty thouſand Weight of Spa- 

1 Tobacco, in the beit Varinas, with a Promiſe (which 
however he did not keep) not to trouble them any farther, 
if that was granted. The Company therefore yielded to it; 
on Condition, that ſuch a Quantity of beſt Varinas could be 
procured. For there had been ſome Years, when the 
whole Importation of that Kind of Tobacco into Spain did 
not amount to forty thouſand Weight. But if FYarimas 
could not be had, they undertook (to give his Majeſty and 
the Lord Treaſurer Satisfaction) to import the reſt of their 
Quantity, in the beſt and moſt coſtly Sorts of Spaniſh To- 
| bacco. It will doubtleſs be very ſurpriſing to every thinking 
| Reader, to find a King thus load and oppreſs his Subjects, 
| with the Importation of a foreign Commodity, of no Uſe 
or Neceſſity, but of mere Luxury and Wantonneſs, and 
that too, in the deareſt and moſt grievous Manner; eſpe- 
) cially when that Commodity might be ſupplied by our own 
| Colonies, and muſt, in Spain, be paid for in hard Caſh, 
as the Caſe then was. But to account for ſo unconſcionable 
a Proceeding, it muſt ſtill be obſerved, that herein were an- 
b ſwered the two grand Ends, which at that time lay neareſt 
to 


250 


1622. 


The HisTory of VIRGINIA. Book IV 


to that Prince's Heart; ſince by taking off their deareſt To- 
baccoes, he did the more oblige the Sani King and Na. 


Sir Francis tion, and threw more Money into their Pockets, out of his 


Wyat G 
A crnor. 


Subjects Purſes (which was, in Truth, ſo much clear Lek 


to the Engliſh Nation) and did alſo, at the ſame time, ad- 
vance his own Profit and Revenue. For as the King was, 
by the Contract, to have the clear Proceed of one Third of 
all Tobacco imported, it was more to his Gain and Ad- 
vantage, to have the beſt Spani/h Tobaccoes, which would 
then ſell for eighteen or twenty Shillings a Pound, and ſome- 
times more, than the Plantation Tobacco, which would 
ſcarcely fetch two and fix Pence a Pound. | 

THE Affair of the Contract, being thus ſettled and con- 
cluded, the next thing that ſell under their Conſideration, 
was appointing proper Officers, with their Salaries; and the 
reſolving on a ſteady Courſe, for the Management of the 
Buſineſs. For this Purpoſe, a Committce' was appointed 
out of both the Companies, conſiſting of the Earl of $u- 
thampton, the Lords Cavendiſh, Paget, and Houghton, Sir 
John Brooke, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John Davers, Meſlirs, 
Nicholas and John Farrars, the Deputies of the two Com- 
panies, Mr. Samuel Mrote, and others, Gentlemen and 
Merchants, to the Number of twenty one in all. After a 
whole Day's Conſultation and Debate, they at laſt agreed 
upon all Matters; and the Lords Southampton and Cavendiſh, 
"Treaſurer and Governor of the Companies, reported. the 
Reſult of their Deliberations, to their reſpective Courts, 
But firſt, the Earl of Southampton, with much Candor and 
Earneſtneſs, entreated the Virginia Company, to deliver their 
Opinions freely, either for, or againſt, what he ſhould then 
propound ; which (he ſaid) himſelf, the Council, and Com- 
mittee, had conſulted upon, not with Intent to conclude or 
determine any thing, nor to prejudice the Courts in their 
Judgment, but only the better to prepare the Buſineſs for 
their Conſideration ; looking upon themſelves, as his Lord- 
ſhip exprefled it, only as Servants to the Court. 

AFTER which Declaration, he proceeded and told them, 
that, as it was propoſed, and in ſome Meaſure concluded, 
in the preparative.Court, they judged it neceſſary, that there 
ſhould be one principal Officer, by the Name of Director, 
on whoſe Sufficiency, Care, and Integrity, the whole Suc- 
ceſs of the Buſineſs did chiefly depend; and that they con- 
ceived the ſuid Director would well deſerve, for his N 
that Year, tive hundred Pounds. Next to him, was a De- 
puty : For without ſuch an Aſſiſtant, it would be impoſſible 
for the Director, to undergo all the Burthen of Buſineßs, 


that would lic upon him. And to this Office they conceived 


requiſite 
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- WW requiſite an extraordinary Deal of Pains and Induſtry, and 2622. 
- no ſmall Sufficiency. The Third Officer was a Treaſurer, — 
s WW to keep the Caſh. But altho? the Offices of Deputy and Sir % 
$ Treaſurer were diſtinct in themſclves, and would require „, **” 
8 two Perſons, yet the better to huſband the Expences for that 
Vear, they thought it beſt (according to the Reſolution of 
the Preparative Court) to join them both in one Perſon, for 
the preſent. And to this Officer, they allotted a Sallary of 
four hundred Pounds, ſor the current Year. Next they 
conceived it neceſſary, to have a Committee of, at leaſt, eight 
able and judicious Perſons, choſen out of the two Compa- 
nies, for ſelling and diſpoſing of their 'Tobaccoes, and for 
aſiſting the Director, with their Counſels, and Help, in the 
ſeveral Parts of his Office; which would be very many and 
ear ey weighty and important. And to theſe, they ap- 
pointed a dalary of fifty Pounds, a Man. And beſides theſe 
principal Officers, he told them, there would be neceſlary, 
two Caſhiers, the one to be conſtantly reſident in the Trea- 
ſury, the other to receive and gather in the Monics; a Book- 
keeper ; two Clerks; a Sollicitor; a Huſband, to whom the 
Cuſtody of the Warehouſes ſhould be committed; and a 
Beadle ; with a Houſe, for the Meetings of the Officers; 
and Warehouſes, for the Reception of the "Tobacco. And 
the whole Amount of all theſe Salaries and Expences, was 
computed at two thouſand Pounds a Year, which muſt be 
raiſed upon the Tobacco. But as the Spaniſh vaſtly exceeded 
the Plantation Tobacco in Price, it was agreed, that it ſhould 
bear a double Proportion in the Rate of the Charges. 

His Lordſhip farther told them, that they conceived it 
neceſſary, that there ſhould be five hundred Pounds more ſet 
apart, for ſuch contingent Expences, as ſhould occaſionally 


| ariſe; which Money, if it were not, by the Conſent and 
ir Order of the Courts, expended for the Advantage and Iin- 
* provement of the Price of Tobacco, was to be again repaid, 
l- to each Adventurer proportionably. And altho' this Sum, 

of twenty five hundred Pounds a . might to many ſeem 
Ny very great and extraordinary; yet, he ſaid, conſidering, that 
% WY five hundred Pounds was not to be expended, except for the 
le evident Advantage of the Commodity; and that, of the two 
„ MW thouſand Pounds remaining, his Majeſty was to bear one 
© WW third Part, and the Spaniſp Tobacco a Proportion double to 
the reſt, he conceived, it would be found no great Burthen 
q upon the Plantations (whoſe Benefit was the grand Point in 
10 View) but ſuch, as it was hoped, would be manifoldly re- 


F paid, by the Advancement of the Price. And as to the Of- 
* ficers Salaries, he declared it to be his Opinion, that they 
p were far below the Pains, Care, and Charge, that they mult, 
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1622. TRE Earl of Southampton having thus finiſhed his Report 
there followed, for ſome time, a general Silence among the 
Sir Francis Adventurers. W hereupon his Lordſhip entreated them, ire. 
Far ly to ſpeak their Minds concerning all theſe things, and to 

declare, what and how they would have them done. And he 


repeated it again, that they eſteemed themſelves only as their 


Miniſters or Servants, to prepare Buſineſs for the Court, in 
whom alone, was Power and Authority to determine and 
conclude Matters. He therefore earneſtly entreated them, 
without Reſpect to himſelf, or any others, from whom thoſe 
Propoſitions came, to declare their Opinions freely, eſpecial. 
ly concerning the Salarics, which, he perceived, was the 
grand Rock of Offence. 

HEREUPON, Mr. Robert Smith, the Under-Chamber— 
lain, ſaid ; that he thought, many able Gentlemen might 
be found, who, for Conſcience Sake, would do the Bulinek 
for far leſs Salaries, Lo which Sir Edward Sackwvil replicd; 
that for his Part, he thought Men bound in Conſcience, to 
give thoſe whom they employed, ſome reaſonable Satisfac- 
tion for their Labour and Pains ; and that he had found by 
Experience, that ſome Men, who had, for Conſcience Sake, 
ſerved the Company, had alſo, for Conſcience Sake, un- 
done it. But the Earl of Southampton, to ſoften the Quick- 
neſs of Sir Edward Sackuil's Reply, and to encourage a Free- 
dom of Debate, declared, that Mr. Robert Smith was a very 
worthy and honeſt Man ; and he thanked him, for ſpeaking 
his Mind freely, defiring all others to do the ſame. After 
which, there enſued a ſhort Debate; and it was often ob- 
ſerved, in the Progreſs of the Affair, that this was properly 
a Point of Merchandiſe, and not of ſettling Colonies ; and 
that it was not juſt or reaſonable, to expect, that Men, fi 
to be truſt.d with, and capable to perform, ſo important a 
Buſineſs, ſhould expend their whole Time and Labour, for 
the Advancement of other Mens Eſtates, without any Re- 
ward or Retribution at all. Mr, Barker alſo now ſaid ; that, 
having been, many Years, a Member of that Court, he had 
never heard of ſuch great Salaries, as four and five hundred 
Pounds a Year ; but that he had however heard of five hun- 
dred, and a thouſand Pounds, deficient in the Accounts of 
ſome Officers, who did their Buſineſs for nothing. Soon 
after, the Earl of Scuthampton was called upon, to put the 
ſeveral Propoſitions to the Vote. But his Lordſhip ſaid, he 
would once more read them over to them ; which having 
done, and no Man making any Objection, after a good 
Pauſe, he put the ſeveral things, concerning the Officers and 
Salaries, above related, diſtinctly to the Queſtion, and they 
were all approved and confirmed, j | 
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THEY then proceeded to the Election of their Officers. 1622. 
t, Sir Edivin Sandys had been nominated, in a former Court, 


ie Wl to the Place of Director; but he earneſtly refuſed it, as be- 15 ay 
vernor. 


unexperienced in Matter of Trade and Merchandiſe, 
Jo that Officer ought to have an exact Knowledge; 
d as he could not conſtantly reſide in Town, having a 
great Family in the Country. Beſides which, he ſaid, he 
began, as he now grew old, to wax weak ; and therefore 
purpoſed, rather to withdraw from all Buſineſs of the World, 
than to engage himſelf farther in it. But the Court, eſpe- 
cially the Earl of Southampton and the other Lords, being 
not ſatisfied with this Excuſe, earneſtly preſſed him, not ta 
refuſe a Place, wherein he might do ſuch ſingular Service ta 
the Colonies ; the whole Weltare of which did, almoſt en- 
tirely depend, upon the wiſe and upright Management of 
this Contract. No other Perſon therefore being ſo much as 
named againſt him, and himſelf rather not oppoſing, than 
conſenting to accept the Place, he was, upon the Bal- 
lot, choſen Director, by navy ſixty five Balls for, and 
only five againſt him. r. John Farrar had alſo, at the 
ſame Court, been named to the joint Place of Deputy and 
Treaſurer ; but he likewiſe refuſed, alledging, that the 
Company had laid ſuch a Burthen of Buſineſs upon him, 
for now almoſt four Years together, that he had been obli- 
ged to neglect his own private Affairs, which required his 
immediate and diligent Inſpection. All which the Court 
acknowledged to be true; yet declared, they held him ſo fit 
2 Man for that Place, that they would not propoſe any other 
to ſtand in Election with him; and ſo he was choſen, by 
having fixty eight Balls for, and only two againſt him. They 
then made Choice of their Committee, and inferior Officers ; 
and alſo added a Committee extraordinary, to be choſen, out 
of the Council, without Salaries. They were not obliged 
to a conſtant Attendance ;z but were only to give their Ad- 
vice and Aſſiſtance to the Director and other acting Com- 
mittee, in Caſcs of a high and extraordinary Nature. And 
this Committee conſiſted of the Lords Paget and Maynard, 
dir Edward Sackvil, op” ho Brocke, Sir John Davers, Sir 
Henry Mildmay, Mr. Thomas Gilli, Mx, Samuel Mrote, 
Mr. John Smith, and Mr. Robert Smit“. 
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1622. rr HAVE, in the former Book, been the more 


— I $3 full and exact, in relating the Affair of the Of- 
15 Bog EY $3 ficers and Salaries, as it afterwards became the 


Demo; Jo Subject of much Wrangling and Contention. 
MLS There was one Mr. Samuel I/ rote, a Gentle- 
man of Fortune and Diſtinction in the Company, who had, 
ever till now, behaved himſelf with great Moderatior, 
Judgment, and Induſtry, and had therefore been elected of 
his Majeſty's Council for Virginia. This Gentleman did 
ſuddenly, in a ſubſequent Court, held on the 4th of De- 
cember this Year, break forth into much Violence, Inde- 
cency, and Opprobriouſneſs of Language; and endeavour- 
ed, to call into queſtion and cancel, in an inferior and ordi- 
nary Court, what had been ſettled and determined, by the 
Authority of a Great and General Quarter Court. He 
ſaid, that this Affair, which was of eſpecial Conſequence 
to the Company, had been propoſed and paſſed, without 
that due Preparation, which the Laws and Orders of the 
Company required in the like Caſes ; that the lawful and 
regular Courſe had not been taken for preparing Matters, 
but they had been haſtily ſhuffled over; that the Buſineſs 
of the dalarics, in particular, was not duly committed, bt 

carrie 
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carried fouly, and diſorderly, and with much Art, ſurrepti- 1622. 
tiouſly, and to private Ends; and that divers of the Company + — 
did, both then and fince, as well publickly as privately, in Sir Francis 

his Hearing, complain much againſt thoſe Proceedings, but Ja We: 

that they durſt not ſpeak their Minds freely, becauſe they : 

were overawed. He called the Laws of the Company Sir 
" Edwin Sandys's Laws, becauſe that Gentleman had been 

very active and induſtrious, in contriving and framing man 

of them; and being reprimanded by Lord Cavendiſh, for 

an Inſinuation ſo unjuſt and opprobrious to the Company, 

and for ſo unſuitable a Return to Sir Edwin Sandys for doing 

publick Service, his Lordſhip added, that he had done more 

Harm by that Day's Work, than Captain Martin, Captain 

Argall, or Captain Bailie; the laſt of which was Captain 

damers's Sollicitor, and had given their Courts much Trou- 

ble and Abuſe. To this Mr. Mrote replied ; that, in term- 

ing their Laws Sir Edwin Sandys's Laws, he called them 

no otherwiſe, than a great Lord did; and ſince his Lord- 

ſhip was ſo difpleaſed with him, he declared, he would ne- 

ver more trouble that Court, where his Lordſhip preſided, 

but would, at their next Mceting, deliver up his Share in 

the Somer-Iſlands Company. 

He farther objected, that the Committee, in which 
theſe things paſſed, was very diſorderly, ſome Men talking 
privately by the Fire Side; which he imputed to Mr. Depu- 
ty's Fault and Negligence, who ought to have moderated 
and kept Order in their Meetings. And he ſaid, that nei- 
ther the Council, nor the Committee, had any Authority 
to treat of the Matter of Salaries; and that there were 
things reported to the Court, as the Judgment of the Com- * 
mittee, concerning Points, referred to them by the Com- 
pany, which nevertheleſs were not the Committee's Acts 
and Doing. And laſtly, he charged and challenged the 
Deputy, with wrong entering the Proceedings of a Court, 
the 7th of October before. And to this Violence of Accu- 
ſation, and Acerbity of Speech, he joined an equally rude 
and inſolent Behaviour. All which was the more inexcu- 
ſable in him, as he was himſelf one of the Committee, 
who prepared and brought this Matter before the Court, 
and had, when preſent, concurred with them in their Pro- 
ceedings, but through Abſence and Negligence in attend- 
ing that Committee, had now ſpoke moſt of thoſe bitter 
and reproachful things, merely upon Hearſay and Conjec- 
ture. 

So many, and ſuch various Accuſations and Abuſes, 
which affected divers of the greateſt Lords and principal 
Members of the Company, did naturally produce a bong 

all 
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1622. and various Debate; in which Mr. Mrote's Arguments and 


Allegations were fully anſwered and diſproved, by ſeveral 


2. ae of the Company; particularly by the Deputy, Lord Caven- 


vernor, 


= diſh, Sir Edwin Sandys, and Mr. John Farrar. Many alſo 
expreſſed much Grief and Concern, for this unhappy Alter- 
cation; as well out of their private Regard to Mr. Jr, 
who had thus far been much beloved and eſteemed, as out 
of Fear, left it ſhould give a Handle to the Malicious, and 


be the Occaſion of much Reproach and Scandal to the Com- Fir 
pany. But Mr. rote, with great Violence and Obſtinacy, hin 
{till perſiſted to have ſeveral Propoſitions, which he made, gel 
relating to the Contract, put to the Vote; and being reſu- ne? 
ſed, he declared, that fince he could not have things put to cic 


the Queſtion, and for divers other juſt Cauſes of Offence, aft! 
he appealed to the Quarter Court. Neither could he be the 
filenced or repreſſed, till the Deputy, at the Court's Requeſt, ng 
put it twice to the Vote, and it was, by a general Conſent det 
(Mr. Mrote himſelf, and one other only diſſenting) a ſecond 
time ordered and reſolved ; That ſince the Points, now 
moved, had paſſed the Judgnent of a Great and General 
Quarter Court, they ſhould no more be called into queſtion 
or diſputed, before the next. Quarter Court, at which time, 
if any Perſon had any thing to oppole againſt them, they 
might come prepared, and do it. 

IHE whole Court, and particularly the Lord Cavendiſh, 
were much ſcandaliſed at this turbulent and offenſive Be- 
haviour of Mr. //rate ; which was ſuſpected to proceed, 
not ſo much from any evil Mind in himſelf, as from the 
malicious Infuſions of ſome others, in order to cauſe Va- 

riance and Diſtraction in the Company. For Alderman 
Johnſon, and others of the Faction, were now preſent ; 
who had of late been generally obſerved, never to appear 
at their Courts, but againſt ſome Storm and Contulion. 
Lord Cavendiſh therefore, without naming the Perſon, imme- 
diately wrote a full and particular Account of it to the Earl of 
Southampton, who was then in the Country. Whereupon the 
Earl, being willing to ſuppreſs, in the Beginning, an Affair 
of ſuch dangerous Conſequence, haſtened up to Town, and 
called a Meeting of his Majeſty's Council for Virginia, on 
the 11th of the ſame Month of December. But Mr. //rite 
proteſted againſt their Power and Juriſdiction, as he had 
appealed to the Quarter Court ; to which, he declared, he 
would only ſubmit himſelf. He then renewed his Accuſa- 
tion againſt the Deputy, for wroag entering a Court, the 
7th of Oætober laſt pailed, and thereby bringing the Com- 
pany three thouſand Pounds in Debt. And he did, from 
his firſt coming uito the Room, beliave himſelf in hr 
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violent and contemptuous Manner, towards the Earl of 1622. 
Southampton, Lord Cavendiſh, and the whole Council. er 
Mx. Deputy ſaid, that the Accuſation againſt himſelf 57 Fran 
was of a very high Nature, and deeply concerned the Com- , 7,1 © 
For the Entries of their Courts being the Compa- 
's Records, to charge them with Falſity, was to call into 
Queſtion all the Records and Proceedings of the Company. 
He therefore declared the Manner of entering their Courts : 
Firſt, the Secretary drew them up, and brought them to 
him, which Draught he, according to the Company's Or- 
der, peruſed and corrected ; that then it was read in the 
next Court, diſtinctly, Article by Article, and after a ſuffi- 
cient Pauſe and Examination, either confirmed, or amended ; 
after which, it was admitted to Record. And he ſaid, that 
the very Court, now ſpoken of by Mr. J/rete, had accord- 
ugly gone through this Courſe ; and that no Exceptions had 
deen taken to it, not even by Mr. JYrote, who was then 
preſent, and ** to have objected, if there had been any 
ting wrong. For he would otherwiſe himſelf become pri- 
y and conſenting to the Falſification, which he now laid to 
his Charge. But he averred, that there was nothing in it, 
to his Knowledge, wrong entered or amiſs ; but the whole 
was truly and faithfully ſet down, by the Secretary and him- 
lf, according to the Meaning of the Court, as they con- 
ceived; which he would, by the Perſons, that were preſent 
it it, ſufficiently prove. And as to bringing the Company 
three thouſand Pounds in Debt, there was, and could be, 
no Manner of Colour or Pretence for any ſuch thing. He 
therefore ſolemnly proteſted his Innocency ; and as, if he 
ſhould be found guilty of this grievous Charge, he would 
deſerve the greateſt of Puniſhments, ſo he humbly inſiſted, 
for his own Juſtification, that the Matter might be ſtrictly 
looked into and examined. 
THE Earl of Southampton alſo told Mr. I/rote, that he 
ſeemed to take himſelf to be ſo great a Man, that they 
were all, as Pigmies, in his Sight; but as he did not know 
him to be any Prince of the Blood, ſo he deſired, he 
would carry himſelf with more Calmneſs and Decency. 
And as to his affrontive Behaviour to Lord Cavendiſb, the 
Earl ſaid ; that altho* they were all there equal, as Coun- 
ſellors of the Virginia Company, yet there was a very 
great Difference between the Perſons of divers of them; 
and particularly between him and the Lord Cavendiſb, to 
whom he owed a more reſpectſul Language and Behaviour. 
And ſome time after, preſſing him upon his Raſhneſs and In- 
diſcretion, and on his Failure in his Duty, as a Virginia Coun- 
ſellor, Mr. VHrote went "OY and departed ; ſaying, 
that 
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that he came not thither, to hear ill Words. Whereupon 


de Earl appealed to the Judgment of the Council, then 


Sir Francis 


Mat G 
vernor. 


3623- 


preſent, what juſt Occaſion of Offence had been given ta 


Mr. //rote, that he ſhould go off in that rude and unre- 


ſpectful Manner. They therefore ordered and agreed, that a 
Collection ſhould be made of thoſe Matters, which ſhould be 
objected againſt Mr. MWrote at the next Quarter Court, to 
which he had appealed. And in the mean while, in Regard 
to the great Contempt, he had that Day ſhewed, they ſuf. 
pended him from the Council, till he ſhould clear himſclf 
of the Matters laid to his Charge, and ſhould come to a 
better Temper and Deportment. 

BEFORE the next Meeting of the Company, Sir Jahn 
Brooke, accompanied with Mr. 7ohn Farrar, went to the 
Lord Cavendiſh, and told him; that he found Mr. rate 
ſorry, for what he had done; and had the Earl of Sau- 
thampton been in Town, he would have gone to his Lord- 
ſhip, and given him Satisfaction. He therefore defired 
Lord Cavendiſh, on Mr. Mrote's Behalf, that the Court, 
which was the next Day to fit, might be put off. For if 
the Proceedings of the former Court, of the 4th of De- 
tember, ſhould be openly” read, Mr. //rote would be put 
upon his Defence and Juſtification 3 which would tend to 
widen the Breach, and to render the thing irreconcileable, 
which there were now Hopes of having compromiſed and 
ſettled upon amicable Terms. And the Lord Cavendiþh, 
out of this Hope, and in Compliance with Sir ohn Brolz's 
Requeſt, did accordingly cauſe the Court to be put off and 
deferred, But Mr. Mrote was ſo far from anfwering dir 
2 Brooke's Expectation, that at the next Meeting of the 
-ompany, which was not before the 29th of Jarnary, he 
made this very thing a Subject of Complaint ; as if that 
long Intermiſiion of Courts had been purpoſely contrived 
to his Prejudice. But being fully anſwered and filenced 
on this Head, by the joint Teſtimony of Lord Cavendfþ 
and Sir John Brooke, he inſiſted, that the Salary Men, 28 
being intereſted Perſons, and the Deputy, whom he moſt 
unjuſtly called his Accuſer (for both he and his Brother 
were {till faſt Friends to Mr. I/rote, and endeavoured to 
Palliate and make up the Affair) ſhould not be preſent 
when his Buſineſs was diſcuſſed. He alſo excepted, in the 
groſs, againſt the Entry of that Court; faying, he ſpoko 
not thoſe Words, neither in Manner nor Form, as they 
were there ſet down. Whereupon a long Debate enſued 3 
Whether it was agreeable to the Cuſtom of Courts, and 
would not be productive of great Inconveniency and Dise 


order, and raiſe much Queition and infuute Tre By 
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the Company by the Precedent and Example, if they ſhould 


ſuffer that, which had been entered by ſworn Officers, to a 
be recommitted, and called afreſh in queſtion, whenever 7 C 
it ſhould pleaſe any Man, to make Exceptions againſt it. , > 


But for Mr. Mrote's Satisfaction, and to take away all 
Pretence of Cavil and Complaint, an extraordinary Court 
was appointed, to examine by Parts, and to rectify the ſaid 
Court of the 4th of December ; to which they only, who 
were that Day preſent, were warned or admitted, as being 
the only proper Witneſſes and competent Judges of the 
Matter. 

AT that Court, Mr. rote ſtill behaved, in the ſame 
unaccountable and diſtempered Manner. He ſaid, he ſuf- 
fered for the Service of his Majeſty, and for doing his 
Duty. He repeated his Appeal to the Quarter Court; and 
thanked the Gentlemen, then preſent, for prejudging him 
to that Court. He alſo declared, if the Quarter Court 
righted him not, he would appeal to the King, the Foun- 
tain of- Juſtice and Mercy; often repeating the ſame 
Words, with great Paſſion and Vehemence. Mr. John 
Farrar having ſaid, that ſomething was untrue, he ran ta 
him, and whiſpered in his Ear, that he durſt not have ſaid 
Untrue to him in another Place. For which rude Swag- 
gering, he was juſtly and ſharply reproved, by the Earl of 
Southampton, He alledged that Mr. //ithers, an eminent: 
Lawyer of the Company, had ſomewhere ſaid, that the 
Earl of Southampton, as a Privy Counſellor, might commit 
him; and proteſted, that under that Fear, he durſt not 
ſpeak freely. He likewiſe, in a very rude and aftrontive 
Manner, charged the Earl of Southampton with ſaying 
that he blundered out his Indiſcretion ; and for giving him 
the Lye in the third Perſon, his Lordſhip having ſaid ; "That 


Whoever ſhould . that Men were in any thing overawed, 
t 


and durſt not ſpeak their Minds, it was put into his Mouth 
by the Father of Lies; for a fouler Lye himſelf never 


told. The Earl owned, that he had ſpoke thoſe Worus 3 
and he ſaid, he would juſtify and maintain them; and if Mr. 


Mrote applied them to himſelf, he could not help it. But as 
to committing him, he defired him to be under no ſuch Fear. 
For whatever Honours and Reſpects were due to him, he 
laid them all aſide, when he came to that Place, and only 
appeared there, as their I'rcaſurer. But he declared, that 


had Mr. Mrote behaved himſelf towards him ſo, in any 


other Place but that, he would not have endured it ſo 
nn ; and he therefore willed him, to be more manner- 
y and diſcreet, As to the Court of the 4th of December, 
Which they then met to os and rectify, it was found 
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1623. to be rightly entered, in the main Points and moſt material 
— Paſſages; and it was accordingly, after a few flight Addi- 
— 1 tions and Alterations, ſo voted and determined, by an al- 
„ner. moſt unanimous Voice, one Perſon only diſſenting. And 
to put the Matter ftill further out of Diſpute, the Earl of 
Southampton ſummoned another Court, conſiſting of the 
ſame Perſons, to meet three Days after, and to ſee, that the 
ſaid Court was rightly entered, according to thoſe Reforma- 
tions and Amendments. „ 

Seo after, Mr. Mrote preſented a Project, for the bet- 
ter and more thrifty Management of the Contract; wherein 
he propoſed, to have the whole Buſineſs performed for 
twelve hundred Pounds a Year, and thereby to fave thir- 
teen hundred Pounds annually to his Majeſty and the 
Companies. And to give the thing the fairer Courſe and 
Hearing, the Earl of Scuthampton ſummoned another Court 
extraordinary, to meet and examine his Propoſal. They 
went through the Whole, Article by Article; and after a 
full Deliberation and Debate, which laſted a whole Day, till 
late at Night, each Point was diſapproved and rejected, 
generally unanimouſly, and never with above three or four 
diflentient from the reſt of the Company. 

THE 5th of February being the Quarter Court Day, to 
which Mr. Vote had appealed, and his Affair having made 
a great Noiſe, and been the Subject of much Scandal and 
Defamation to the Company, there was a very numerous 
and ſplendid Meeting, conſiſting, of fix Lords, thirty Knights, 
Dr. Donne, Dean of St. Paul's, and a vaſt Concourſe of 
others, Doctors, Eſquires, Gentlemen, Merchants, and 
Citizens. And the Lord Cavendiſh alſo, to the ſame Time 
and Place, ſummoned a Court of the Somer-1/lands Com- 
pany, as they were equally concerned and engaged in the 
Buſineſs of the Contract. But Mr. Mrote, having appear- 
ed in Court, ſoon withdrew ; declaring to Sir Samuel San- 
dys (who met, and aſked him, whither he was going) that 
he was ill at Eaſe, and could not ſtay, However Mr, 
Brocke, and other Gentlemen, learned in the Law, deli- 
vered their Opinions clearly ; that notwithſtanding his Depar- | 
ture, and his pretended Appeal to his Majeſty, as there was | 
no Evidence, that he had really made ſuch Appeal, or that | 
his Majeſty had accepted it, they were no way debarred 
from proceeding againſt him, in a due and legal Manner, | 
Whereupon Sir Edwin Sandys obſerved, that Mr. //rote | 
was not accuſed, or proſecuted, to that Court, but was 
himſclf the Proſecutor and Accuſer. If therefore his Ac- 
cuſation was well and juſtly grounded, why did he forfake 
it then, when that Day and that Court were 2 { 

| Wh! 


— 


Book V. The HisTory of VIRGINIA; 261 


which he himſelf had appealed; and when the Perſons, by 1623. 
him accuſed, ſtood there, in the Face of the Court, ready 
to ſubmit themſelves to the Trial, by him called for and Sir Francis” 
demanded ? But, he ſaid, Truth and Innocency are bold 3 
and ſettled, whereas Calumny and Falſhood are fugitive, 
fearful, Wherefore, as it was apparent, that the King's 
Ears had been poſſeſſed, and all Parts of the Town and 
Country filled, with cauſeleſs Clamours, by Mr. Mrote and 
his Friends; and whereas his Wrongs to the Council, Com- 
mittee, and whole Company, were fo great, ſo groundleſs, 
and fo pernicious, he concluded, that unleſs ſome Courſe 
was taken, to puniſh and repreſs him, he could not fee, 4 
but that the whole Government of the Company, muſt ut- bj 
terly diſſolve, and fall into the moſt extreme Confuſion and "* 
Contempt. 105 
HEREVU TO, at Sir John Davers's Motion, it was firſt 0 
unanimouſly voted and agreed, that all Mr. Mrote's Ex- 434 
ceptions, Charges, and Imputations, at the late Courts, 30 
were utterly falſe and ſlanderous. And then proceeding to £ 
his Sentence, after a long Debate, in which ſome propoſed 
ſevere, and others more gentle Methods, it was at laſt con- {A 
cluded and reſolved ; that he ſhould be diſplaced, and for BY 
ever excluded from being of his Majeſty's Council for Vir- Wy! 
ginia; and that he ſhould not be entirely diſenfranchiſed þ 
from the Company, but ſhould only be ſuſpended and ex- 
cluded from their Courts, for one whole Year abſolutely, 
in which his Submiſſion ſhould not be accepted, altho* he 
ſhould offer it. But if, at the Expiration of that Year, 
he ſhould make his Submiſſion to the next Quarter Court, 
that then it ſhould be left to the Pleaſure of that Court, 
whether they would re-admit him or not. But without a 
full Submiſſion, and due Acknowledgment of his Fault, it 
was ordered, that he ſhould never be received at all. And 
it was further refolved, upon Sir Fs Davers's Motion, 
that, if Mr. Wrete ſtill perſiſted in his wilful Courſes and 
unjuſt Aſperſions, or ſhould any way wrong or moleſt the 
Company, then, for his Conviction and Diſgrace, and for 
the Company's Juſtification, his Sentence, together with 
an authentic Copy of his whole Proceedings, ſhould be put 4 
into Print. | ; 1 
Ir was the Company's great Unhappineſs, that whatever 1 
Conteſts or Diſſenſions happened among them, the thing i 
was always carried to his Majeſty in the worſt Light; wha | 4 
was but too ready and willing, to receive Impreſſions to * ö 
their Prejudice. And ſo it happened in this Caſe of Mr. iv 
Wrote, For Sir Henry Mildmay, profeſſing himſelf, to be an 
Acithey of the Faction, nor my Factious, and that he came 
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not to ſtir up Storms, but to 32 them, informed the Com- 
pay, that upon ſome late Diſcourſe with the King, his 


Mazeſty took Notice of theſe Differences, which were 3 
great Hindrance to the main Buſineſs, and to things of eſpe- 
cial Conſequence to the Colony; to which he alſo attributed 
the great Diſcouragement of divers Adventurers, and their 
Willingneſs to give up their Shares. And his Majeſty far. 
ther ſignified his Will, that the Liberty of the Company, 
in every kind, ſhould be preſerved and kept entire; and 
particularly, that no Man {ſhould be abridged of the Liberty 
to ſpeak his Mind freely, ſo he did it with due Reſpect and 
Decorum. But this, he ſaid, he ſpoke, not as from the 
King, but as his private Advice and Admonition. And af. 
terwards at this Quarter Court, when Mr. //r:te's Buſi- 
neſs came on, he informed the Company, that what he had 
before intimated to them, as from himſelf, he had now 
Warrant from his Majeſty to tell them; who, by Way of 
Advice and Council, but no way to command them, wiſh- 
ed, that they would leave verbal Differences, and go on 
with the Buſineſs of the Plantation, 

- Uyron Occaſion of this Information of Sir Henry Mild. 


may, Sir Edwin Sandys obſerved, that of all Mr. J/rit's 


Calumnics and Accuſations, none was more unjuſt, nor 
more apparently falſe and groundleſs, than that, whercin 


he charged the Earl of Southampton (though not by Name, 


yet by neceflary Inference) of overawing the Company, 
and depriving them of the Liberty of Speech. And the 
Earl told Sir Henry Mildmay, if it was his Majeſty's Plea- 


ſure, that they ſhould not meddle with any evil Words, 


or ſeditious Behaviour, they would all obey and deſiſt from 


the preſent Buſincſs. But Sir Henry declaring, that he had 


no ſuch Command, but only Warrant, to ſpeak by Way 
of Advice, what he had now delivered, the Court pro- 
ceeded to the Cenſure of Mr. I/rote. And the Earl of 


Southampton farther ſaid, that this thing ſeemed very ſtrange 
and unaccountable to him, but he muſt attribute it wholly 
to Miſinformation; and he wondered, that any Man ſhould 
be found, ſo ſhameleſs and void of all Truth and Conſci- 
ence, as thus to abuſe the Ears, and miſinform the Mind 
of a King. Whereupon he appealed to the Court, to bear 
Witneſs in that Point; and they all, with an univerſal 
Conſent and unanimous Voice, declared, that it was a falſe 


and unjuſt Imputation ; and that they were not overawed, 


but enjoyed ſuch , Freedom and Liberty of Speech, as Was 
in no other Company permitted. And this Declaration they 
oſten afterwards repeated, with the ſame Unanimity 3 the 


- opponcnt Faction themſclves, altho' they inſinuated and 


kept 
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kept up the Lye at a Diſtance, not being ſo abandoned to 1623. 

all Senſe of Shame, as to ſay any ſuch thing, in the Face = 
of the Court, where there were ſo many Witneſſes to diſ- Sir Francis 
prove and confound them. Divers of the Company alſo Wyat, Go- 


farther ſaid, that if Men ſhould uſe half the Liberty of Speech vernor. 


in ſome Companies of the City, or demean themſelves with 
ſo much Rudeneſs and Diſorder, as ſeveral Members did 
in that Court, it would not be ſuffered or endured, but the 
would be either puniſhed in the Purſe, or ſent to the Coun- 
ters. And in Truth, the grand Fault of the Earl of Sou- 
thampton and this Court was, not a tyrannical Government, 
or imperious Reſtraint of the Freedom of Speech and De- 
bate, but rather, out of a Principle of Candour and Fairneſs, 
the giving too much Way to Impertinence and Licentiouſ- 
neſs of Tongue ; which had it been properly reſtrained, and 
duly puniſhed, it would, in all Probability, have preſerved 
the Being and Privileges of the Company, and prevented 
that Dillelution, which followed. 

FRO M the very Beginning of this Commotion, Sir Ed 
win Sandys deſired Mr. Mrote, not to be diſturbed at his 
Office and Salary. For as he had excepted them with much 
Reluctancy, and in ſole Obedience to the Company's Re- 
queſt, as they all knew and could teſtify, ſo he would reſign 
both the one and the other, with a much better Will, than 
he had ever received them. And he accordingly often made 
and declared his Reſignation, and very ſerioufly proceſted, 
that he would never again accept the Place; and that, in 
Reſentment of the late Courſes taken to defame the Officers 
and Salaries, he would not, for any Reward whatſoever, 
any longer put up with, and endure ſuch Affronts and A- 
buſes. He therefore deſired the Company, to make Choice 
of ſome other to the Place of Director, that the Buſineſs, 
. for the Want of that Officer, might not ſtand ſtill, or re- 
ccive any Prejudice, | | 

Bur as Mr. Mrote had thus moved afreſh the Affair of 
the Officers and Salaries, Sir Henry Mildmay confeſled, that, 
altho* he was not directly of Mr, Mrote's Opinion, and the 
Salaries had formerly paſſed with his Vote, yet upon ſecond 
Thoughts, he had ſince changed that Opinion, and now 
- conceived, that ſuch large Salaries was the ready Way to 

Tuin and overthrow the whole Buſineſs ; which, in his Judg- 
ment, might have been better huſbanded, And he particu- 
wh inſiſted, that as the Salaries were to be raiſed upon the 

obacco, it would be a great Burthen and Oppreſſion on 
the poor Planter ; which had alſo been a popular and con- 
\ ſtant Theme of Declamation with Mr. //rate, In this Os 


inion, v1 ldmay was (ſeconded by Sir Themay 
Pinion, Sig Henry Miulamay 94 eco 755 
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Wrath, Mr. Edward Fohnſon, and ſome others. This 


— Point therefore of the Officers and Salaries was again called 
Sir Francis wholly into Queſtion and reconſidered, at a Court, held for 


Wyat Go- 
YVcrnors 


that Purpoſe, on the 12th of February. At that time, the 
Oppoſers of the Salaries deſired, for various Reaſons and 
Allegations, that the Conſideration might be referred to a 
farther Day, But Mr. Deputy ſaid, it ſeemed wonderful 
to him, that Men, who had raiſed ſuch Storms and Cla. 
mours about the Salaries, not only to the Diſparagement of 
the Company's Proceedings, but alſo much to the Hindrance 
of the Plantation, and to the Diſgrace and Defamation of 
ſome very worthy Perſons, for accepting thoſe Places, ſhould 
now, after all this Scandal raiſed, and Miſchief done, be yet 
unprepared with plain and evident Reaſons, to overthrow 
them. And he ſaid, he marvelled the more at this, as he 
then ſaw, before his Eyes, ſome Perſons, who declared, at 


the Council of the 11th of December, when the Conſidera- 


tion of the Salaries was referred to that preſent Day, that 
they would, againſt this Time, arm and fortify themſelves, 


to cut the Throat of the Salaries. Wherefore he earneſtly 


beſought them, not to interpoſe any farther Delays, but 
now at length produce thoſe Reafons, for which they had 
ſo much traduced and defamed both the Salaries and the Of- 
ficers. For they had certainly had ſufficient Lime, to con- 
ſider and ripen the Matter; and nothing would be Reafon 
in any future Day, which was not then ſo. Hereupon 
there aroſe a very long Debate ; till the Company, being 
little ſatisfied with the Reaſons given, and much wearied 
with the many Diverſions, made from the main Queſtion, 
eſpecially by Alderman N called upon the Earl of 
Southampton to put it to the Vote; and it was again voted 
and agreed, with an unanimous Voice (the Gentlemen in 
the Oppoſition either retiring, or elſe finding, how inconlie 
derable their Number was, giving no Vote at all) that the 
Officers and Salaries ſhould ſtand, as they had been formerly 
prdered and appointed, 

THis was indeed a very great Concurrence and Unani- 


mity of the Company, in the only Affair, for which the 


opponent Faction ever ſeemed to have had the leaſt Colour 
or Shadow of Reaſon. But altho' the Sum of five and twen- 
ty hundred Pounds a Year, for the Management of this Bu- 
ſineſs, may, at a flight View, be thought very great and 
extraordinary, yet if it be conſidered, that thoſe Officers (as 
it was then calculated and agreed) would have an hundred 
thouſand Pounds per Annum, running through their Hands, 


it will not be found ſo exorbitant and exceſſive. For it only 
' amounts to two and a half per Cent. whereof ſive hundred 


Pounds 


e 
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Pounds a Year, or the half per Cent. was not to be expended, 1623. 
except it could be evidently applied for raiſing the Price of 
Tobacco. And the two great Salaries, ariſing to nine hun- Sr Proms 
dred Pounds a Year, againſt which their Exceptions chiefly Aa. 
lay, did not amount quite to one per Cent. whereas the 

whole Streſs and Burthen of the Buſineſs would lie upon 

thoſe two Officers, and its Succeſs entirely depend upon their 

Induſtry, Care, and Dexterity, in the Management of it. 

Ar this Court, the Lord Cavendiſh alſo moved, that 
fince Sir Edwin Sandys would, by no Means, hold the Place 
of Director any longer, they would propoſe ſome other Per- 
ſon for that Office. Whercupon ſome named Sir Natha- 
nel Rich; but he excuſed himſelf, as uncapable of diſcharg- 
ing ſuch an Office, and would not therefore undertake it, 
for ten thouſand Pounds a Year. But he declared, if he 
thought himſelf fit for the Buſineſs, he would willingly do 
it for nothing. Then Sir Thomas I/reth, and Mr. Edward 
Fahnſon, an eminent Lawyer, and very worthy Member of 
the Society, were propoſed ; but they both refuſed, as no 
way ſkilled in ſuch Buſineſs, or able to execute the Place. 
Afterwards it was put to the Queſtion ; Whether the Com- 
pany would accept of Sir Edwin Sandys's Reſignation, and it 
was, by a general Erection of Hands, denied. He was there- 
fore very preſſingly intreated, not to leave the Place, upon 
any Diſcouragement whatſoever ; the Company profeſſing, 
that, without his Aſſiſtance, they much doubted of the good 
Management and Succeſs of ſo difficult a Buſineſs. — 
ſome of the moſt violent in the Oppoſition did, at other 
times, expreſs great Satisfaction in the Choice of Sir Edioin 
Sandys ; and declared, that he, or no Body, was able to 
go through with ſo thorny and troubleſome an Employ- 
ment: Whilſt others ſeemed diſinclined and backward, ta 
be any way engaged in it, except it was under his Manage- 
ment and Direction. And thus the Office of Director was, 
a ſecond Time, forced upon Sir Edwin Sandys, with a very 
2 and honourable Teſtimony of the Company; and 

e accordingly, with the Committee, entered into Conſul- 
tation, about a proper Courſe and Regulation of the Buſi- 
neſs; which, being brought before the Company, was ge- 
nerally approved and confirmed. 

Bur the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, finding all At- 
tempts with the Company vain, took another and more 
effectual Way to deſtroy the Contract. For, twelve Days 
after the Thing had been thus examined afreſh, and again 
ſettled and determined, the Earl of Southampton and Lord 
Cavendiſh, the Treaſurer and Governor of the two Compa- 
mcs, with the two Fqrrars, the Deputies, Sir Fohn Da- 

. ve 
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vers, Sir Edwin Sandys, and ſome others, were called be. 
fore the Lord Treaſurer ; where appeared, on the other 
Part, the Earl of Warwick, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Alderman 
Johnſon, Mr. Mrote, Mr. Bing, and others of that Faction, 
who were ſeconded and aſſiſted by Sir Jahn Molſtenholme and 
the Cuſtomers. There paſſed much Diſpute and Contra- 
diction between the two Parties, which the Lord Treaſurer 
heard with great Patience, and without the leaſt Interruption 
to either Side. And it was here confidently averred, eſpe- 
cially by Mr. Wrote and Mr. Bing, that the Companies, 
in carrying the Contract, had been overawed by the Earl 
of Southampton; and threatened, unleſs the Contract pro- 
ceeded, the Colonies would be taken from them. At length, 
one of the Cuſtomers propoſed to the Lord Treaſurer, that 
fince the Contract had been the Subject of ſo much Con- 
tention and Diſcord, it might be immediately diflolved ; and 
that the Companies ſhould be obliged, to bring all their To- 
bacco into England, and pay the old twelve Pence a Pound, 
Cuſtom and Impoſt; which, he ſaid, would be more ſati. 
Factory to the Planters, and more beneficial to the King, 
And he then proceeded to calculate and ſhew, that a Re- 
venue, of twenty thouſand Pounds a Year upon Tobacco, 
would be thence raiſed for his Majeſty ; which was the ui 
moſt, that had been aimed at or expected. The Lord Tres. 
ruſer alſo reminded the Companies of the great Grace an 
Favour, his Majeſty had ſhewed them, by granting them 
Lotteries, and other Means, for the Advancement of the 
Colonies. And this, by the bye, was always inſiſted on, 2 
a vaſt and infinite Obligation, which the Companies could 
never return; and it was therefore for ever urged as an Ar- 
gument, for their granting his Majeſty, whatever he de- 
manded. And his Lordſhip concluded, that it was a very 
unfit and ungrateful thing, whether there was a Contract, 
or no Contract, not to bring all their Tobacco into England, 
to pay Duty, that his Majeſty's Revenue might be therey 
advanced. | 
THESE Expreſſions of the Lord Treaſurer were reccivel 
with great Applauſe and Approbation, by the J7arwickun 
Faction; who declared, that it had ever been their Deſue, 
that all the Tobacco ſhould be brought into England. And 
Mr. IM rote farther ſaid, that the Colony in Virginia had ſent 
a Petition, to be exhibited to his Majeſty, to that Purpoſe 
which was however never preſented to the King, but had 
been concealed and ſuppreſſed by the Deputy. By this he 
meant the Petition already recited (p. 200) which was ent 
when no Tobacco from Virginia was imported into England; 
but coming after the Prohibition was taken off, it was wy 
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fore never preſented. The Earl of Southampton therefore 1623. 


replied, that the Colony meant nothing leſs by that Peti- 


tion, than what he now pretended. For the Scope of it — Francis 
was, to obtain Liberty to bring Tobacco into England, at a 5 Ops 


VErnore 


time, when they were utterly debarred from importing any. 
At laſt they were diſmiſſed ; and the Lord High Treaſurer 
told them, they might {till proceed with the Buſineſs of the 
Contract, notwithſtanding theſe Diſſentions and Oppoſitions. 

Burr ſoon after, they were again ſummoned, to meet 
before the Lords of the Privy Council, on the 4th of March; 
Sir Edwin Sandys (the Earl of Southampton being then out 
of Town) and the two Farrars, with ſuch, as they ſhould 
bring with them, for the Virginia Company, and for the 
other Side, Sir Thomas Smith and Alderman Johnſan, with 
ſuch Advocates and Aſſiſtants, as they ſhould chuſe; for the 
Semer-1ſlands Company, the Lord Cavendiſh, and ſuch, as 
he would bring with him, and of the oppoſite Party, the 
Earl of FYarwick, or Sir Nathaniel Rich, with ſuch others, 
as they thought proper. On that Day, they appeared ac- 
cordingly, being attended by the Lord St. Maes, Lord Pa- 
get, Sir Edward Sactvil, Sir Fohn Brooke, Sir John Davers, 
Sir Robert Killigrew, and divers other eminent Members of 
the Company; and they were told by the Lord High Trea- 
ſurer, that this Meeting had been appointed to examine ſun- 
dry Complaints, that had been exhibited againſt the Con- 
tract, by ſome particular Members of their Companies. 
Whereupon the Lord Cavendiſh made Proteſtation, that, as 
the Contract had often been, molt fairly and regularly, vo- 
ted and concluded, in ſeveral Quarter Courts neither him- 
ſelf, nor the reſt of the Company, which then attended, 
came to give any Satisfaction to thoſe Members, which 
now oppoſed it. For they were not only, as the leſſer 
Part, involved in the general Agreement of the Majority, 
but had, moſt. of them, actually given their Votes and 
Conſent to the Contract ; and it would be to the Prejudice 
and Deſtruction of all good Government, to be perpetually 
tampering and treating with them about it. But he faid, if 
their Lordſhips, upon any ſiniſter Surmiſes or Informations, 


had conceived any Doubts about the Matter, himſelf, and 


the reſt, were both ready and willing, to give their Lord- 
ſhips an Account of their whole Proceedings, and ſuch an 
Account, as they truſted and were aſſured, would, in cvery 
Particular, give all reaſonable Satisfaction. 

HEREUPON, the Lords of the Council requiring ſome 
of the Complainants to make known their Grievances, Mr. 
Bing ſtepped forth, and made a long and very bitter Invec- 
ve againſt the Contract, and the aver of paſſing it. In 
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1623. this, he uſed great Sharpneſs and Freedom of Speech againg 
the Earl of Southampton; and endeavoured, by ridiculoyz 


oe ** and mimick Geſtures, to mock, and turn him into Con- 
vat 


rernor. 


tempt. But Mr. Bing was not now in the Virginia Court, 


where he and his Party had long indulged themſelves, in x 
moſt immoderate Licentiouſneſs of Speech, and Indecenc 
of Behaviour. And therefore, altho' the Earl of Southamp.. 


ton was no * gracious at Court, nor conſequently to the 


Lords of the Privy Council, his Majeſty's immediate Crea- 
tures, yet they ſharply checked and rebuked him: But the 
Lord Cavendiſh appealed to their Lordſhips for Juſtice a. 
gainſt him, for having ſo wronged and abuſed the Earl of 
Southampton, a Peer of the Realm, and a Member of that 
Board, as well now in their Lordſhips Preſence, as at other 
Times and Places, as he was ready, abundantly to prove, 
Wherefore Mr. Bing was afterwards committed to the Mar. 
ſhelſea, by an Order of the Privy Council; from whence 
he was not to be releafed, until he had made due Submiſſion 
to the Earl of Southampton, and given him all fitting Satif- 


faction. 


Bo r as to the main Subject of Complaint in Mr. Brny's 
Speech, the Lord Treaſurer propoſed to the Companis 
Three Points, to be conſidered; Firſt, whether the Com- 


panies had been overawed ? Secondly, whether the Con- 


tract was for the good of the Colonies? And Laſtly, if it 
was not for the Good of the Colonies, how it might be 
made ſo? The debating and clearing up theſe Points took 
the whole Day, both Forenoon and Afternoon. At length, 
after a long Hearing and Deliberation, the Lord Caverdiſb, 
Sir Edwin Sandys, and Mr. Nicholas Farrar, Deputy of the 


Virginia Company, were called in, and told by the Lord 


Preſident of the Council ; that they had given a good Ac- 
count, both of the Reaſons, which induced them to con- 
clude the Contract, and of their fair and upright Proceed- 
ing in paſſing it. And he promiſed, that a Report ſhould be 
made to his Majeſty, by that Board, accordingly ; and he 
doubted not, but that the Contract would be confirmed to 
them, or clſe ſome other Bargain granted, as much to their 
Content and Advantage. The Lord Treaſurer likewiſe Fae 
them a moſt honourable Teſtimony, of their upright Fro- 
ceedings, and wiſe Adminiſtration of the Affairs of the Co- 
lonies, for the four laſt Vears; in which, he ſaid, they had 
thriven wonderfully, and proſpered beyond Belief, And hi 
Lordſhip further added, that in the former Years, whe 
Alderman Johnſon was Deputy, and the Buſineſs was in o- 
ther Hands, it was carried fouly and diſorderly ; fo that, f 
the Perſons, then in the Government of the Companies 


ſous 


| 


Book. V. The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. 


ſhould be called to an Account for their Proceedings, he 1623. 


aeſtioned, whether their Eſtates would anſwer it. 


AND thus did this Affair go off, in all Appearance, great- — 1 
ly to the Honour of the Companies, and to the utter Diſ- 2 ME 
grace and Confuſion of the oppoſite Faction. But whilſt 


the Companies were engaged in debating the Matter before 
the Council, the Earl of //arwick and Mr. Wrote were with 
the King; and what Effect their Calumnies and Inſinuati- 
ons might have on the Mind of that weak Prince, may be 
eaſily judged by the Event. For the Virginia Company, 
being incouraged by the Third Point, propoſed by the Lord 
Treaſurer, to be conſidered, viz. If the Contract was not 
for the Good of the Colonies, how it might be made ſo ? 
reconſidered the Whole, in each Article and Particular, and 
propoſed ſuch Alleviations in the hardeſt Parts, as they con- 
ceived reaſonable, or thought there were any Hopes of ob- 
taining. And to this End, the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition 
were expreſly invited and deſired, to join with them; that, 
laying aſide all Study of Party and Contradiction, they might 
unanimouſly, and with the Calmneſs of Reaſon, examine 
and find out, what was moſt neceſſary and beneficial for the 
Colonies. But the Principal of thoſe Gentlemen not vouch- 
ſaſing their Preſence, they proceeded, and drew up a long 
and particular Repreſentation of the whole Matter to the 
Lords of the Privy Council; that they might aſſiſt their 
Suit, and be Interceſſors to his Majeſty for them. But - 
whilſt theſe things were in Agitation, the whole Contract 
was ſuddenly declared by his Majeſty, to be void and of none 
Effect. But I cannot diſcover the exact Day, when this 
was done ; nor what were the Reaſons or Pretences for it. 
AND this was the End of the Companies Contract with 
his Majeſty, for the ſole Importation of Tobacco ; an Af- 
fair, which raiſed vaſt Heats and Animoſities, and gave a 
Handle, eſpecially on Account of the two great Salaries, 
to much Clamour and Reproach. And by this Means, the 
IVarwickian Faction were ſtrengthened by the Acceſſion of 
Mr. Wrote, Mr. Gibbs, Mr. Bing, and other Perſons of Con- 
ſideration and Figure; and it was now encreaſcd to twenty 
ſix in the whole, whereas it had before been even leſs nu- 
merous and potent. As to the Contract itſelf, it was ac- 
knowledged, by thoſe, who were moſt vigorous in uphold- 
ing it, not to be abſolutely and in itſelf advantageous, but 
only comparatively good, with Reſpect to their former 
State of Slavery and Oppreſſion under the Cuſtomers and 
Farmers of his Majeſty's Revenues, and as it would ſhield 
them from their farther illegal and arbitrary Impoſitions. 
And the Breach of it was, at this time, the more appre- 
heaced, 
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1623. hended, as jt was likely, that a ſole Importation would be 
Ying granted to ſome other Perſons, who made Offer of ſo ex. 
Si r Francis ceeding and large a Revenue to his Majeſty, as could not 
be * poſſibly be raiſed, but with the extreme Oppreſſion of the 
Colonies, and greatly to the Prejudice, if not to the utter 
Deſtruction, of their growing Trade and Staple of Tobacco. 
Bur the Faction, that oppoſed the Companies, did not 
only, by the Diſſolution of the Contract, endanger the 
Trade, and render it again ſubject to the Rapaciouſneſs and 
Extortions of the Farmers and Cuſtomers, but their Con- 
tentiouſneſs and Malice had another unhappy Conſequence, 
It hath been already related, that, in Oclober 1621, the 
Lords of the Privy Council commanded all the Tobacco 
and other Commodities, to be brought from Virginia into 
England; but upon Reaſons given, and a Repreſentation 
made by the Company, the Matter reſted, and had been no 
farther inſiſted on. But now, chiefly at the Inſtigation, and 
by the Offers and Motions of the opponent Faction, their 
Lordſhips renewed that Order, in very ſtrong and peremy- 
tory Terms. For, on the 4th of March, when the Com- 
panies were before the Council, the Lord Cavendiſh, Sir 
Edwin Sandys, and Mr. Deputy Farrar, of the Virginia 
Company, were very ſharply reprimanded and threatened, 
becauſe ſome Ships had lately gone from the Colonies to 
Holland; and they were ordered, to ſignify and declare to 
their Companies, that it was the Pleaſure and expreſs Com- 
mand of that Board, that all the "Tobacco and other Com- 
modities of the Plantations, ſhould be brought directly to 
England, | 
WHEN this Affair came before the Company, Sir £4- 
win Sandys ſaid, that he ſhould always be the Son of Obc- 
dience, and yield a ready Submiſſion to the Commands of 
the higher Powers; as he well knew, it was the Intent and 
- Inclination of the Company to do. Yet, in Caſes of evi- 
dent Impoſſibility or publick Detriment, he thought it the 
Part of well-ordered Duty, to make a juſt and true Repre- 
ſentation of the Matter, and modeſtly propoſe their Reaſons 
againſt it. He therefore obſerved, that the Commodities 
of Virginia had three ſeveral Sorts of Owners: Firſt, the 
_ Company ; ſecond!y, patticular Hundreds and Plantations, 
belonging to private Adventurers in England, as Southamp+ 
ton Hundred, Martin's Hundred, and the like; and thirdly, 
. Planters inhabiting and reliding in Virginia, whoſe Part he 
- conceived to be far the largelt and moſt conſiderable. As 
to the firſt, the Company's Commodities, they certainly had 


: them in their own Power, and could always import _ 
into England, But over the two latter Sorts, he eee 
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the Company to have no Power, by Law, to command or 1623. 
controle them. For the Inhabitants of Virginia were, b i 
his Majeſty's original Charters and Grants, declared to be 3 * 
2 free, as the reſt of his Majeſty's Subjects, which inhabi- . 
ted the Realm of England, or any other of his Dominions. 
And beſides, the particular Societies, and divers of the pri- 
vate Brothers in England, and of the Inhabitants in Virgi- 
nia, had Ships of their own ; and it was not in the Power 
of the Company, to prevent or reſtrain them, from carry- 
ing their Goods to the beft and moſt promiſing Markets. 
He farther obſerved, that Virginia had, or would proba» 
bly ſoon have, many Commodities, as Salt, Fiſh, Pipe 
Staves, Caviary, and the like, which in other Countries 
might be vendible at an indifferent Price, but not in Ez 
glend. Conſidering therefore, that within a few Years, 
when the Term granted in their Letters-patent was expire 
ed, the King was to have Cuſtom of all Merchandiſe in 
Virginia itſelf, if theſe Goods ſhould pay a ſecond Cuſtom 
in England, and afterwards a third Cuſtom in foreign Parts, 
where they were vended, there could be no Doubt, but 
that theſe three Cuſtoms, together with the Freight of ſuch 
cheap and bulky Kinds of Merchandiſe, and the other con- 
tingent Charges, would ſo feed upon the Commodity, as 
to have little or nothing, for the Suſtenance and Profit of 
the Adventurer and Planter. | 
HowEVER, he ſaid, as the Virginians had been driven, 
by the Rigor of former Contractors with the Crown, to ſeeks 
foreign Markets for their Commodities, ſo he doubted not, 
but by gentle Uſage and good Treatment, they would be 
eaſily induced to return back to England, their beſt and moſt 
natural Market. But as for what had been alledged by a 
very honourable Perſon, that the Spaniſh Colonies brought 
all their Merchandiſes into Spain, and to no other Place, he 
ſaid, there was a very evident and important Difference be- 
tween the Caſe of the Spaniſh Colonies, and the Engliſh. 
For the State of Spain ſuffered no other Commodities of the 
fame Kind, to be brought into that Kingdom, which was 
an exceeding great Encouragement and Benefit to their A 
-merican Plantations 3 whereas in England, the Commodity, 
which could be caſily and abundantly ſupplied from our own 
"Colonies, was not only permitted, but even ſtrictly enjoined, 
and ſternly commanded, to be imported from a foreign 
Country, But if his Majeſty would afford them the ſame 
Privilege and Favour, that the King of Span did to his Co- 
lonies, and would prohibit the importation of all Commodi- 
ties from foreign Parts, that coul be furniſhed by our own 
Plantations, there would dyubticls be all ready and joyful 
Oocdience 
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1623. Obedience yielded to this Command, of bringing all their 
Commodities into England. But without ſuch a Qualifica- 


Sir Francis 


Vat Go 
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tion and Privilege, he declared it to be his Opinion, that 
this was a Propoſition extremely oppreſſive and hurtful to 
the Colonies, and muſt ſoon bring them to utter Ruin and 
DefſtruEtion: 

Tuts clear and pathetic Account of the Cafe, was re. 
ceived with the general Applauſe and Approbation of the 
Company; and Mr. Rider added, that there ſeemed to him 
to be another material Difference, between the Spaniſh and 
Engliſb Plantations. For the Spaniſh Colonies were found- 
ed by the Kings of Spain, out of their own Treaſury and 
Revenues, and they maintained the Garriſons there, toge- 
ther with a large Navy, for their Uſe and Defence ; where- 
as the Engliſh Plantations had been at firſt ſettled, and ſince 
ſupported, at the Charge of private Adventurers; unleſs it 
might be excepted, that his Majeſty, out of his great Grace 
and Favour, had granted them ſome Lotteries and Collec- 
tions, the Produce of which had nevertheleſs been expend- 
ed, merely for the publickly Service. To which it might 
have been juſtly added, that thoſe vaſt Obligations of Lot- 
teries and Collections were very cheap to his Majeſty, he 


never having contributed one Farthing himſelf in them, al- 


tho' he was a very great, and in a manner, the only Gainer 
Jets by theſe Settlements. At length, in order to loſe no 
ime, Sir Edwin Sandys and Mr. Chriſtopher Brooke were 


deſired, to take both the Reaſons, which had been formerly 


preſented to their Lordſhips by the Company, together 
with ſuch new ones, as had been now alledged, and to draw 
up a brief Anſwer to this Order of the Privy Council. And 
whereas the Matter was already ſo well prepared and di- 
geſted to their Hands, it was thought, they might eaſily 
do it, during the fitting of the Court. hereupon they 
withdrew, and ſoon returned with an Anſwer, containing 
much the ſame in Purport with that, preſented to their 
Lordſhips about a Year and a half before, by Mr. Jon 
Farrar, then Deputy-Treaſurer of the Virginia Company. 
This Draught, being deliberately read in the Court, was ra- 
tified and approved by the Company; and Lord Cavendiſh, 
Lord Paget, and Sir Edward Sackvil were entreated, to de- 
liver it to the Lords of the Privy Council, in the Compa- 
ny's Name. | 
Bur this Stifneſs and Reſolution of the Company did, 


by no means, turn their Lordſhips from their Purpoſe. 


For I find, by another Order of the Privy Council, dated 
the 28th of April this Year, that they ſtill ſtrenuouſſy in- 


kſted on, and ſtrictly enjoined them, to import 2 
Com: 
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Commodities into * But as ſome Alleviation and 
Encouragement, the 


having abated three Pence a Pound Cuſtom) and that all 
Tobacco, then lately imported into England, ſhould be 
delivered to the Proprietors, on paying that nine Pence on- 
ly. And for the Information of the People in Virginia, 
that they miglit know, how to comport themſelves herein, 
this Order was tranſmitted hither, and is ſtill extagt among 
the Records of our Council. At the ſame time, the Lords 
of the Privy Council wrote a Letter to the Governor and 
Council here; informing them, of his Majeſty's gracious 
Intentions, towards the Colony; and commanding them, 
not to be diſcouraged by any looſe Advertiſements, pro- 
ceeding from Faction, Malice, or private Ends. But they 
ſtreightly charged and required them, in his Majeſty's 
Name, to live together, in that Concord, Unity, and joint: 
Care of the common Good of the Plantation, as became 
the Undertakers of ſuch an Action, the Subjects of ſuch a 
King, and the Profeſſors of ſuch a Religion. They told 
them alſo, that they were informed by ſome, who had late- 
ly been Eye - witneſſes, that their Fortifications, Houſes of 
Habitation, and Proviſion of Victual, were not cared for 
in ſuch ſort, as they ought to be; which was highly diſ- 
pleaſing to his Majeſty. And therefore they required them, 
to be more careful hereafter, as well for themſelves, as for 
the publick Weal and Subſiſtence of the Colony. 

Bur the Contract being diſſolved, and the Benefit of 
ſole Importation taken from the Company, the /Yarwickian 
Faction themſelves were ſoon alarmed, at the Apprehen- 
hon of a general and unlimited Importation of Tobacco. 
Wherefore Sir Nathaniel Rich propoſed to the Company, 
their entering into a new Treaty with his Majeſty, for the 
ſole Importation, and for farming the forty thouſand Weight 
of Spaniſh Tobacco; which he gave them to underſtand, 
from ſome Speech, he had lately had with the Lord Trea- 
ſurer, there were great Hopes of obtaining. But his Pro- 
polition was lighted and relected, as a Scheme, which had 
lately been rendered abortive, by himſelf and his Faction; 
and as it would be neceſſarily productive of thoſe Salaries 
and Expences, which they had ſo loudly exclaimed againſt. 
But ſoon after, the ſame Gentleman informed the Com- 
pany, that there was like to be a free Importation of all 

rts of foreign "Tobacco, without Stint or Limitation ; 
and that there was a e ſhortly to come forth, 

” o 


ing, in the ſame Order of Council, C.-/ 
declares; that, inſtead of the twelve Pence, formerly an- Sir Faris 
ſwered to his Majeſty, he would, for the future, be con- Mat, Co- 
tent with nine Pence a Pound on Tobacco (the Cuſtomers . 
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1623. to that Purpoſe. This was a thing before not ſuſpected or 
L-— imagined ; and it was unanimouſly judged, to be utterly 


=> bogs deſtructive of the Colonies. For as the meaneſt Tobaccoes 
dt, 
vernor. 


might be bought in Spain, for ſix Pence a Pound, the Price 
of the Plantation Tobacco, after the Diſcharge of Freight, 
Cuſtom, Impoſt, and other Charges, would be reduced to 
little or nothing. The dew. Pour nog unanimouſly 
entered upon ſeveral Schemes and Meaſures, to prevent ſo 
unfortunate an Event; all which at laſt ended, in a bare 
Promiſe from the Lord Treaſurer (and the Court Promiſe 
of that Time were not greatly to be depended upon) that 
forty thouſand Weight of Spaniſh Tobacco only, ſhould be 
imported into England. 
SIR Thomas Smith's Accounts remained ſtill unſettled, 
and Sir Edward Sackvil was among the freeſt in his Cen- 
4 ſures and Complaints of this Matter. About this time, 
1 Sir Thomas Smith, caſually meeting him, complained and 
| expreſſed much Concern, that he ſhould publickly, and in 
1 divers Places, ſay, that Sir Thomas was indebted to the 
q Company. Sir Edward Sackvil was a young Nobleman a 
k a frank and generous Nature. He ſpoke. freely, whatever 
| he thought, and was not at all of a Turn to deny, what 
he had once ſaid. He therefore confeſſed it to be true, and 
| gave his Reaſons for it. Whereupon Sir Thomas Smith ſo- 
; lemnly proteſted his Clearneſs and Integrity, and as a Proof 
of it, aſked Sir Edward Sackuil ; If he was fo much in the 
g Company's Debt, why they did not, eſpecially in this their 
4 Time of Want and Neceſſity, ſue and recover it? For he 
was undoubted ſolvent, and able to make them full Satil- 
faction. But, he ſaid, it was ſo far from this, that he had 
been now, for the Space of three Years, in vain impor- 
tuning and ſolliciting an Audit of his Accounts, and had, 
for that End, delivered in all his Books to the Company. n 
This was alſo confirmed by Sir Humphrey Handford, then Wo 
Sherif of London, and one Mr. Ad), a rich Merchant; Will dit 
who told Sir Edward Sackvil further that they had for- anc 
merly, by the Company's Appointment, examined vir Bill 7), 
Thomas Smith's Accounts, and found the Ballance five hun- La 
dred and odd Pounds in his Favour, which they had ac- WE int: 
cordingly witneſſed under their Hands, and delivered in to Wl of 
the Court. As to this Aſſertion of theſe two Gentlemen, ¶ cn 
I find, at a Court held May 12, 1619, on the Motion of I ve! 
Sir Thomas Smith, Mr. Maurice Abbot, Mr. Humphrey cou 
Handford, and Mr. Anthony Abdy were admitted to be ny, 
preſent at the auditing the Account, to ſee, that Sir The-. ¶ dee 
mas Smith received no Wrong. But it was alſo ordered, ¶ cou 


that three of the old Auditors, via. Sir Edwin , then Win! 
rea. 
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Treaſurer, Sir John Davers, and Mr. John MWroth ſhould 
de of the Quorum, and that nothing ſhould be concluded, 
without the Conſent of two of them at the leaſt. And 
ſoon after, at a Quarter Court, Mr. Albot and thoſe two 
Gentlemen, together with Mr. Thomas Keightly for the 
Company, were admitted extraordinarily into the Number 
of legal Auditors. But that the Accounts had ever been 
ſully audited and paſſed by them, is plainly falſe, by the 
whole Courſe and Tenor of the Company's | Rave And 
if theſe Gentlemen, who were only Auditors ex parte, on 
vir Thomas Smith's Behalf, did give in any Paper to the 
Court, relating to the full Settlement and Ballance of thoſe 
Accounts, it could never ſurely, either in Law or Reaſon, 
be received as authentic and definitive. But Sir Edward 
Sackvil bein unacquainted with the Proceedings of thoſe 
Times, Sir Thomas Smith beſought him, that his Accounts 
might be paſſed ; and that he might be no farther moleſted 
upon that Head, but permitted to go in Peace to his Grave, 
being already far ſtricken in Years, and ſufficiently afflicted 
with the many Infirmities, incident to old Age. But he 
declared, that none of thoſe Pains and AMictions were 
comparable to the Grief and Anguiſh of Mind, which he 
teceived from theſe injurious Attacks on his Good-name and 
Reputation; eſpecially as they proceeded from Perſons, from 
whom he had * by his many Years Services, a far dif- 
ferent Uſage and Return. 

SIR Edward Sackuil's generous Nature was affected 
with this Diſcourſe; and he very earneſtly and warmly 
moved the Company, to appoint ſome Perſons, to put an 
immediate and effectual End to this Buſineſs. For, as Sit 
Theamas Smith had thus fairly put himſelf upon his Trial, he 
thought, that to delay it, would hardly be juſt, and to de- 
* quite, would be an evident and downright Injuſticc. 
Vhereupon Sir Edwin Sandys ſaid, that the Office of Au- 
tors, as he conceived, was not to make, but to examine 
and ſettle an Account ; that the Accounts, exhibited by Sir 
Thomas Smith, had been found by the Auditors, after great 
Labour and Pains ſpent upon them, to be fo diforderly, 
mtricate, and defeCtive, that they ſcarce merited the Name 
o Accounts; that he ſpoke not this, to lay any Aſperſion 
on Sir Thomas Smith, further than of Neglect (for it was 
well known, that he neither made, nor kept thoſe Ac- 
counts himſelf) but to clear the Auditors and the Compa- 
NY, from all Imputation and Blame. For they had often 


counts, as well to Sir Tamas Smith, as to the Company; 
and he then had a Writing, which contained many weighty 
1. 2 Ex- 
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declared their Exceptions and the Difficulties of thoſe Ac- 
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Exceptions againſt them. However, altho' they ſeemed to 
him to be altogether bottomleſs and unexaminable, yet he 
promiſed, that the Auditors ſhould proceed in them, with 
all poſſible Expedition. 

ALDERMAN Johnſon and Mr. Efjington were now 
likewiſe found, to be clearly indebted eight hundred Pounds 
to the Company, beſides the old Magazine Accounts, 
which they kept ſo dark and intricate, that the Auditors 
had not yet been able, fully to explicate and unravel them, 
And Sir Samuel Argall (for, about this time, he received 
the Honour of Knighthood) was till under Proſecution 
from the Company, for his Rapines and extortionate Ad- 
miniſtration in Virginia. So that it was evident, that theſe 
Gentlemen could never be ſafe or ſecure, as long as the 
Company continued in Being; and it is greatly to be ſul- 
pected, that they, by the Part they acted in the late Com- 
motions, aimed not ſo much at the Diſſolution of the Con- 
tract, as the Diſſolution of the Company. But now the 
Contract being annulled, and the Diſturbances fomewhat 
allayed, they reſolved to keep the Company till in Em- 
ployment, and not permit them to enjoy any long Leiſure 
or Tranquility. For ſoon after the Diſſolution of the Con- 
tract, Alderman 7chnfon preſented, in a private and con- 
cealed Manner, a Writing to his Majeſty, entitled; The 
humble Petition of ſundry Adventurers and Planters in th 
Virginia and Somer-1ſiands Plantations. The Subſtance df 
this was : 

THarT among the many memorable Works of his Ma- 
jeſty's gracious Reign, the Plantations of Virginia and the 
Somer-Iſlands were not the leaſt conſiderable : That thele 
were the firſt American Colonies, attempted and brought to 
Effect, by the Engliſb Nation: That the Beginning of the 
Enterpriſe was attended with ſo great an Expence, without 
any preſent Hope of Retribution, as was ſufficient, at the 
firſt View and Computation, to have diſcouraged the moſt 
forward and reſolute Adventurers : That however, by the 
Divine Aſſiſtance and his Majeſty's gracious Encourage- 
ment, together with that mild and diſcreet Government, 
at firſt ſettled and appointed by his Majeſty, all Sorts of 
Men were, in ſuch kind and friendly Manner, invited and 
induced to engage themſelves in it, that notwithTanouy 
thoſe many Difficulties, that great Action, which mu 
otherwiſe have periſhed in the Birth, not only took Life 
and Being, but alſo proceeded, for many Years, in a moſt 
hopeful and comfortable Courſe : That there was then 
Unity and Love among themſelves at home, and Peace and 


Quiet with the Savages abroad; by which means, ny 
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of thoſe Infidels, and ſome of eminent Rank, were con- 
verted to the Chri/tian Religion, and many Staple Com- 


That ſuch were the Bleſſings, in thoſe Times, upon the 
iſt and peaceable Proceedings; whereas it had come to 
paſs, they knew not how, that notwithſtanding his Maje- 
ys Subjects had been, in great Multitudes, tranſported to 
the Plantations, yet the aforeſaid Commodities, and the 
other Fruits of the Enterpriſe, had not appeared of late, 
in former Times ; their Unity at home was turned into 
dvil Diſcord and Diſſention; and their Peace abroad, into 
Maſſacre and Hoſtility between the Natives and the Colony; 
and that many of the ancient Adventurers and Planters con- 
1 to be many ways injured, abuſed, and 
oppreſſed: 

Haar fearing, upon theſe Accounts, without the Help 
of a ſupreme Hand, the utter Ruin and Deſtruction of thoſe 
geat and noble Undertakings, and not holding it fit, to 
trouble his Majeſty's ſacred Ears with all particular Com- 
paints and Allegations, they humbly beſought him, to no- 
ninate and appoint ſome worthy Perſons, by Commiſſon 
under the great Seal of England, who by Oath, or other- 
wiſe, by all lawful Ways and Means, ſhould enquire and 
examine; What was the true State of the Colonies, at 
the Time, when Sir Thomas Smith left the Government of 
the Companies; what Monies had ſince been collected for 
the Plantations ; by whom received, and how the ſame had 


been procured and expended ; and what, after ſo vaſt an 


Expence, was the preſent State and Condition of the Colo- 
ties : That the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhould alſo enquire into 
al Grievances and Abuſes ; what Wrongs had been done 
to any of the Adventurers or Planters, together with the 
Grounds and Cauſes thereof ; and ſhould propoſe, how the 
lame might in time to come, be reformed and prevented; 
ad how the Buſineſs of the Colonies might be better ma- 
Maged and carried on. So that, all Contentions being re- 
conciled, the Authors thereof condignly puniſhed, Peace 
and Unity reſtored, and the Government of Affairs better 
eltabliſhed, thoſe noble Works might go on and proſper with 
i Blefling from Heaven, to his Majeſty's great Honour and 
Profit, and. to the religious and publick Ends, for which 
tbey were at firſt undertaken, 
ABOUT the ſame time, Captain Nathaniel Butler, a 
Creature of the Earl of J/arwick's, who had been ſent to 
lage Bermudas, and had fled thence to J. irgina, as hath 
been already mentioned, was introduced to the King, and 
Pliged, as it was pretended, to give his Majeſty an Ac- 
T count 
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1623. 


modities began to be raiſed and imported into England : 1er Co- 
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1623. count of the State of the Colony in Virginia. This he 
=— preſented, under the ſtarched and affected Title of, 7, 
ug Frag unmaſked Face of our Colony in Virginia, as it was in th, 
af xn inter 1622. This contained the following Particulars 

and Allegations. | 


1. THAT he found the Engliſb Plantations generally 
ſeated upon mere Marſhes, full of infectious Bogs and muddy 
Creeks and Lakes; and thereby ſubjeſt to all thoſe Inconve- 
niencies and Diſeaſes, which are commonly found in the 
moſt unhealthy Parts of England, whereof every Country, 
and Climate hath ſome. 

2. THAT he found the Shores and Sides of thoſe Parts 
of the main River, where the Plantations were ſcttled, 
every where ſo ſhallow, that no Boat could approach them, 
So that, beſides the Difficulty, Danger, and Spoil of Goods 
in landing, the poor People were forced to a continual 

| Wetting and Wading, and that in the Midſt of Winter, 
| when the Ships commonly arrived ; and that they thereby 
| got ſuch violent Surfeits of Cold upon Cold, as never leſt 
them, till they were brought to their Graves. 

3- THAT the People, ſent cver, arriving, for the moſt 
part, very unſeaſonably in Winter, found neither Gueſt- 
houſe, Inn, nor any ſuch Place, to ſhelter themſelves from 
the Weather; no, not ſo much as a Stroke given, towards 
any ſuch charitable and neceſſary Work. So that many, 
for want hereof, were not only ſcen dying under Hedges, 
and in the Woods, but being dead, lay ſome of them many 
Days, unregarded and unburied. 

4. THAT the Colony, that Winter, was in great Di- 
ſtreſs for Proviſions, ſo that Engliſß Meal was ſold for thir- 
ty, and their own native Corn, called Maize, for ten and 
nſteen Shillings a Buſhel. But that, however heavy this 
might lay upon the poor People, there were Reaſons to 
ſuſpect, it was not unaffected by the chief Men. For they 
only having the Means, in theſe Extremities, to trade with 
the Natives, did hereby engroſs all into their Hands, and 
ſell it out at their own Prices. Jo which he added, that 
he himſelf had heard from the Mouth of a prime one among 
them, that he would never wiſh their own Corn cheaper, 
than eight Shillings a Buſhel, 

5. THAT their Houſes were generally the worſt, that 
he had ever ſeen z the meaneſt Cottages in Eng/ard being 
every way equal, if not ſuperior, to the beſt Houſes in 
Virginia, And that beſides, they were ſeated, fo impro- 
vidently, and ſcatteringly one from another, as partly by 
their Diſtance, but eſpecially by the Interpoſition of Creeks 
| | anc 
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and Swamps, they offered all Advantages to the ſavage Ene- 1623. 

my, and were utterly deprived of the Means of ſudden Re- — 

collection, upon any emergent Occaſion. Sir Francis 
6. THAT he found not the leaſt Piece of Fortification: 7. ©** 


. k vernor, 
That three Pieces of Ordinance only were mounted at * 
City, and one at Flower- de- hundred, but not one of them 
ſerviceable. So that it was certain, that a ſmall Bark of an 
hundred Tons might take it's Time, to paſs up the River, 
and coming to an Anchor before James-Toton, might beat 
all their Houſes about their Ears, and ſo forcing them to 
retreat into the Woods, land under the Favour of their Or- 
dinance, and rifle the Town at Pleaſure. 

7. THAT expecting, according to their printed Ac- 
counts, to find ſundry Commodities in great Forwardneſs, 


he found not any one of them ſo much as in any Toward- 


neſs of Being. For the Iron- works were utterly waſted, 
and the People dead; the Glaſs Furnaces at a Stand, and in 
ſmall Hopes of proceeding; and as for the reſt, they were 
had in general Deriſion, even among themſelves; and the 
Pamphlets concerning them, being ſent thither by hundreds, 
were laughed to Scorn, and every baſe Fellow gave them 
the Lye in divers Particulars. So that Tobacco was their 
only Buſineſs, and for ought he could obſerve, every Man 
madded upon that, and little thought of, or looked after, any 


thing elſe, 1 
8. THAT he found the ancient Plantations of Henrico 1 

and Charles-City quite deſerted, and abandoned to the Spoil 1 

of the Indians; who not only burnt the Houſes (ſaid to be it 


once the beſt in the Country) but fell upon their Stocks of 
all Kinds, and killed and deſtroyed them, to the great 
Grief,” as well as utter Ruin of the old Inhabitants ; who 
ſtuck not to affirm, that theſe were not only the beſt and 
moſt healthy Parts of the Country, but might alſo, by their 
natural Strength of Situation, have been the moſt eaſily pre- 
ſerved of all others. | 

9. THAT whereas, according to his Majeſty's gracious 
Letters-patent, his People in Virginia were to be 4 
as near as poſſibly could be, according to the excellent Laws 
and Cuſtoms of England, he found, not only ignorant and 
forced Errors in divers Particulars, but alſo wilful and de- 
ligned Deviations from Law. Inſomuch that ſome Perſons, 
Who urged due Conformity to his Majeſty's gracious Inten- 
tions, were termed, in Contempt, Men of the Law, and 
were even excluded from thoſe Rights, which they were 
gleted and ſworn unto in England, 


Io. THAT there having been, as it was thought, ten 


thouſand Souls tranſported 2» Virginia, there were not, at 
+ 4 | 


that 
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that preſent, through the aforeſaid Abuſes and Neglects, 
above two thouſand of them to be found, and many of 


5 His thoſe alſo, in a moſt ſickly and deſperate State. So that it 


Wat G- 
VELAUT, 


E 


might be undoubtedly expected, unleſs the Confuſions and 
private Ends of ſome of the Company in England, and the 
bad Execution of their Agents in Virginia, were ſpeedil 

redreſſed, by a divine and ſupreme Hand, inſtead of a Plan- 
tation, it would ſhortly get the Name of a Slaughter-houſe, 
and ſo juitly become odious to themſclves, and contempti- 


ble to all the World. . 


THE End and Deſign of theſe Repreſentations, together 
with their Falſhood and Unjuſtneſs in the main, will be 
eaſily ſeen from the foregoing Narration. But however 
lily and covertly they were preſented to the King, the 
Knovledge of them could not be long kept from the Com- 
pany. For the Lord Cavendiſh and Sir Edward Sactvil 
were ſoon advertiſed, by their Friends at Court, of Alder- 
man Fohrnſon's Petition; and they had an extraordinary 
Court of the Company immediately warned, in order to 
enter upon ſome preſent Courſe, to prevent it's making any 
ſiniſter Impreſſions upon his Majeſty's Breaſt. This Court 
ſent ſome of their Body to deſire Alderman Fohnſon, either 


'to bring, or ſend them, a Copy of the Petition, he had 


lately preſented to his Majeſty. But he ſaid, he had nei- 
ther himſelf a Copy, nor knew of any Perſon that kept 
a Copy of it. However he aſſured them, that the Petition 
was no ways againſt the Company. This was likewiſe at- 
firmed by ſome, then preſent in Court, who had been at 
the Delivery of the Petition. They alſo profeſſed them- 
ſelves to be as ſtudious of the Good of the Plantation and 
of the Company, as any other whatſoever ; and therefore 
deſired the Company, not to intermeddle or engage them- 
{clves in the Matter, before they had ſeen the Petition, 
But this not ſatisfying the Court, they were deſired to de- 
clare, what was the Subject of their Complaint, and againſt 
what Perſons. For Lord Cavendifh ſaid, if they did not 
find themſelves aggrieved with the Company, they ought 
not to have complained to his Majeſty at all, till they had 
hrſt made known their Grievances to the Court, and ſcen, 
what Remedy would have been by them applied. At 
length, Sir Edward Sackvil ſaid, that although Alderman 
Jobi ſan and his Accomplices would give them no Light 
into the Affair, yet himſelf, 2nd ſome others in Court, 
could fully and certainly inform the Company, what was 


the Subſtance of that Petition. Whereupen he gave them 


2 hort and exact Account of it's Purport and Aim, and 


declare: 
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declared it to be true, upon his own certain Knowledge; 1623. 
which was likewiſe confirmed by the Lord Cavendiſh. The 
Court was in no Doubt or Heſitation about the Matter, but Sir Frances 
clearly judged it, to be directly againſt the Company; and % _ 
accordingly reſolved, to juſtify their Conduct. But as to 8 
the Iſſue of the Alderman's Petition, they readily joined in 
it, and ordered a Petition to be preſented in the Company's 
Name, to beſeech his Majeſty, that the Examination of 
theſe things might be referred to the Lords of the Privy 
Council ; that ſo their Innocency, or their Guiltineſs, -might 
be either cleared, or puniſhed. And in the mean time, to 
prevent all Prepoſſeſſion againſt them, they ordered a De- 
claration of the preſent State of Virginia, comparativel 
with it's former State under Sir Thomas Smith, which bad, 
by the Earl of Southampton's Order, been drawn up by a 
mmittee of the Council, about the Chri/tmas before, to 
be now read in the Court, and being, with ſome ſmall Al- 
terations, confirmed, to be delivered to his Majeſty, as the 
Company's Act. This Declaration ſet forth: 

Tu Ar in December, 1618, being the twelfth Year from 
the firſt Settlement of the Colony, after fourſcore thouſand 
Pounds Expence, and upwards, of the publick Stock, be- 
ſides other Sums of private Planters and Adventurers, there 
were remaining in Virginia about ſix hundred Perſons, Men, 
Women, and Children, and of Cattle about three hundred 
at the moſt; and that the Company was then left in Debt 
near five thouſand Pounds: But that then (Chri/tmas 1622) 
through the Divine Bleſſing, notwithſtanding the late Mor- 
talities in all thoſe Parts of America, and notwithſtanding 
the Maſſacre, and the great Mortality, conſequent thereon, 
by the People's being driven from their Habitations and 
Proviſions, there were {till remaining (as was computed) 
above five and twenty hundred Perſons, ſent over at the 
Expence only of thirty thouſand Pounds of the publick 
Stock, beſides the Charges of particular Societies and Plan- 
ters; that the Cattle were alſo encreaſed to above a thouſand 
Head, beſides Goats, and infinite Numbers of Swine; and 
that the old Debt, left on the Company by Sir Thomas 
Smith, was wholly diſcharged : 

THaArT at the faid Time, December, 1618, the only 
Commodities of Value, returned from Virginia, were To- 
bacco and Saſſafras; whereas, during the four laſt Vears, 
great Sums had been expended, and infinite Care and Dili- 
gence beſtowed, by the Officers and Company, for ſetting 
forward various Commodities and Manufactures; as Iron- 
Works, Wine, Silk, Sawing-Mills, Salt-Pans, and other 
things of the like Nature: And that they had been r 
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larly careful, according to his Majeſty's Advice and Di- 
rections, to reſtrain the Colony from their too eager Purſuit 


Sir Francis of Tobacco, as did abundantly appear, from their frequent 


Wyat Go- 
vernor. 


Letters, Inſtructions, and Charters to that Effect, with ſun- 
dry printed Books and Pamphlets, made purpoſely and pub- 
liſhed for their Uſe and Direction: 

THAT as to the Government, it had been, within the 
four laſt Years, reformed according to his Majeſty's original 
Directions, in the Letters- patent; and the People were no 
longer diſcontented and mutinous, but now lived in great 
Peace and Tranquility: And to the End, that Perſons of 
Worth might be allured to the Places of Power and Profit, 
and all Occaſion of Rapine and Extortion removed, they 
had raiſed a competent annual Proviſion and Revenue, for 
the Governor, and all other Officers and Magiſtrates, and 
particularly for the Clergy, according to the Degree and 
3 of each Place: 

HAT theſe their Cares were, by no Means, loſt or in- 
effectual; but as they had ſettled the Colony in perfect Qui- 
et and Content, ſo they had raiſed at home ſo great a Fame 
of Virginia, that Men now, not only out of Neceſſity, as 
at firſt, but many Perſons of good Quality and Fortune had, 
out of Choice, removed themſelves thither, and were daily 
providing to remove : 
 THharT there had been granted, in the laſt four Yeaſt, 
forty four Patcnts for Land, for each of which the Paten- 
tees had undertaken to tranſport one hundred Men at the 
leaſt ; whereas, in the former twelve Years, there had not 
been granted above fix : 

THar, in the ſaid Time, there had been employed for- 

two Ships, moſt of great Burthen (whereof ſeventeen Sail 


were, about Chri/tmas laſt, in James River at once) where- 


as, in four Ycars before, there were not above twelve em» 


ployed : | 

Tr AT, in the ſaid four laſt Years, there had come in 
ten times the Number of Adventurers, as had done in twice 
the time before : So that, whereas before the legal Number 
of twenty could ſcarce be got together, to make a Quarter 
Court, it ſeldom now conſiſted of leſs than two hundred, 
and ſometimes of many more: 

THAT they could not omit the extraordinary Bleſſing 
of God, in exciting the Hearts of many zealous and devout 
Perſons, to extend their Aid towards this glorious Work, 
who had contributed, within the four laſt Years, to the 
Value of fifteen hundred Pounds, for pious and religious 
Uſes; a Fruit, whereof the preceeding Years were altoges 
ther barren ; | 

| THAT 
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THrarT however it could not be denied, but that the 1623. 


Encreaſe and Proſperity of the Colony had lately received 
a fatal Blow and Interruption, by the Indian Malt 

their Peace and Unity at home had been much broken and 
diſturbed, by divers troubleſome Oppoſitions. But the one, 
they hoped, would ſoon be ſharply puniſhed and revenged; 


and the other muſt, with Patience be borne, and overcome 


with Conſtancy. | | 

AxD laſtly, they concluded with beſeeching his Majeſty 
(as being the firſt Founder, and gracious Supporter of this 
great Enterpriſe, which would continue to all Poſterity a 
conſtant Monument of his glorious Name) to grant them 
the four hundred young Men, long ſince promiſed to be le- 
vied on the ſeveral Counties, in order to be ſent to Virginia, 
to root out the barbarous Enemy, and to ſupply the Colony, 
in Parts yet defective and unſettled ; and they doubted not, 
in a ſhort time to be able, to yield him ſo good and ſo real 
an Account of the Fruit of their Cares and Labours, as 
might, in ſome Sort, be anſwerable to their Duty, and to 
his Majeſty's princely Expectation: 

Bes1DEs this Declaration, the Lord Cavendiſb produced 
another Writing, containing a Vindication of the late Con- 
duct of the Virginia and Somer-Iſlands Companies. His 
Lordſhip had drawn this up himſelt, for the Satisfaction of 
ſome very noble Perſons, who had, from ſiniſter Informa- 
tions, conceived a hard Opinion of the Companies Proceed- 
ings; and as, he ſaid, thoſe Noblemen, upon reading that 
Diſcourſe, were fully ſatisfied of the Juſtice and Fairneſs of 
their Actions, ſo he hoped, it might work the like Effect 
upon his Majeſty's Mind. Whereupon that Writing was 
deliberately 1 and every Article and Branch thereof, 
being duly weighed and conſidered, was ſeverally put to 
the Queſtion, and it was ordered to be delivered to his Ma- 
jeſty, as the Company's Act and Anſwer; there being not 
above three Voices againſt any Part thereof, and moſt of 
them being confirmed and approved, by an unanimous Con- 
ſent. This long Diſcourſe contained three different Heads: 
Firſt, Anſwers to the ſeveral Objections againſt the Com- 
1 Proceedings: Secondly, the true Cauſes of the late 

iſagreement and Diſturbances: And thirdly, it propoſed 
Remedies, for preventing the like Inconveniences and Fac- 
tions for the future, | 

I am ſenſible, that the long Detail of Declarations and 
Anſwers, is a moſt tedious and unpleaſant Part of Hiſtory 
to the common Reader ; and I have obſerved, that ſuch 
Pieces, even in the Hands of our beſt Writers, and howe- 
yer neceſſary to clear up Points of Hiſtory, have neverthe- 
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leſs been much diſtaſted by ſeveral Perſons. But as theſe 


—— publick Papers contain the moſt authentic Reaſon and Ac- 
Sir Francis count of things, and as they are the ſureſt and moſt indu- 
Wet Go- pitable Materials, for an Hiftorian to proceed upon, I ſhall 


vernor. 


not be turned from my Courſe, by the accidental Diſlike 
of ſome Readers. For the Diſſolution of the Company 
now draws on, and I intend to give a full View of the Mo- 
tives and Proceedings in that Affair; which can be from 
nothing drawn ſo well, as from the publick Acts and Wri- 
tings of both Parties, and their outward Pretences at leaſt, 
and different Allegations. However, I efteem it my Part 
and Duty, to ſave the Reader from all unneceſſary Forms 
and Repetitions ; and to give him the Subſtance of thoſe 
original Acts and Records, in the ſhorteſt Manner I poſſibly 
can, without injuring or obſcuring their main Senſe and ma- 
terial Points. As for this Diſcourſe therefore, now preſented 
by Lord Cavendiſh, and adopted by the Company, it ſet 
forth : That it was manifeſt, his Majeſty's Ears had been 
abuſed by divers Miſinformations, to which they held it 
their Duty to give a true and juſtifiable Anſwer. 

1. IT was objected, that ſome few of the Company led 
and overſwayed the reſt ; and that, in the particular Buſ. 
neſs of the Contract, theſe Perſons, aiming at their own 
private Advantage, eſpecially in the Point of Salaries, had 
therefore perſuaded and miſled the Court. 

To this it was anſwered ; that it was true, ſome particu- 
lar Perſons, with great Labour and Pains, and without any 
Hope or Proſpect of Reward, had employed much of their 
Time and Endeavours, in ſtudying, what might tend to the 
Good and Benefit of the Colonies ; and this only with the 
View, to propoſe and communicate to the Courts their 
faithful and impartial Advice ; which was the Duty, and in 
the Power, of every Member of thoſe Societies, to do. But 
that this honeſt Diligence, and theſe clear and diſintereſted 
Views, ſhould be interpreted an enſlaving or miſleading the 
Courts, was, in their Opinion, a moſt unjuſt Cenſure, and 
a hard Requital to thoſe Perſons, who, for the public Good, 
had beitowed ſo much of their Time, and neglected many 
Opportunities of private Gain. 

AND as to the Suppoſition, that theſe Men, in Reſpect 
of the Salaries, had miſguided the Courts in the Caſe of the 
Contract, they made his Majeſty a clear and faithful Nar- 
rative of their Proceedings in that Buſineſs ; much the ſame 
in Effect as I have already related it. And they declared, 
that the Gentlemen, elected to the two great Salaries, a- 
gainſt which the opponent Faction chiefly exclaimed, did, 
at ſundry times, bom in publick and private, uſe all por 
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ble Endeavour and Induſtry, to keep themſelves from being 1623. 
choſen :* But that the Company's Experience of their Faith- —- — 
fulneſs and Ability, had cauſed them to be elected, and in a % Francis 
manner forced to thoſe Employments, againſt their Wills : 9 
And that they had ſince, in ſeveral Courts, as much as in 
them lay, ſurrendered their Offices; but their Reſignation 
would never be received or admitted by the Company. 

2. Ir was objected, that the Courts were overawed, eſpe- 
cially in the Buſineſs of the Contract. 

Jo which it was replied, that it was a ſtrange Boldneſs 
in any, eſpecially in any of the Company, who knew their 
Proceedings therein, to affirm a thing ſo manifeſtly falſe 
and groundleſs; which the Company were ſo perfectly con- 
vinced of, that this was one of the principal Cauſes, why 
Mr. rote, who firſt broached that Slander, was cenſured 
and ſuſpended. And they told his Majeſty, that this Point 
had been put to the Vote, often and in different Courts, 
when difterent Perſons were preſent, and it had always been 
unanimouſly adjudged a falſe and ſcandalous Imputation. 

3- IT was alledged, that theſe Perſons, when they could 
not carry Matters by Plurality of Voices, ſpun out the 
Courts 'till eleven o'Clock at Night; by which Means, 
thoſe, who would have oppoſed their Schemes, being over- 
wearied with ſo long fitting, departed. 

THEY owned, that the Day, here meant, the Courts 
ſat *till about ten o'Clock. But they gave his Majeſty the 
Reaſons of it: That many long Courts were to be read and 
examined; that Mr. //rete's Affair took up much Time; 
and that they were afterwards obliged, to cnter upon ſeveral 
Points relating to the Contract, which mult be then deter- 
mined, or elſe deferred for above three Months, *till the 
next Quarter Court ; and that this would have been much 
to the Prejudice of that Buſineſs, as they daily expected the 
Arrival of a great Quantity of Tobacco. But as to what 
was chiefly inſinuated by this Objection, they declared it to 
be utterly falſe. For altho' ſome perhaps departed before 
the Riſing of the Court, yet not one of the opponent Party 
went away ; and at the very laſt, when the Queſtion was 
put, there were, beſides divers Noblemen and Knights, a- 
bout an hundred Perſons in the Court. | 

4. Ir was alledged, that whilſt the Contract was in Agi- 
tation, the Courts were purpoſely put of, for ſeven Weeks 
together ; that ſome Planters who were ſhortly to go away, 
might not have Opportunity to complain againſt it. 

IAIS Objection they averred to be manifeſtly falſe and 

impoſſible. F or the Contract, which could only be ratified 
n a Quarter Court, was concluded upon at their laſt Mid- 
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ſummer Quarter Court, when all the old Planters, being 
about thirty in Number, were, or might have been in the 


Sir Francis Court; for none went away till about eight Weeks after, 
at Go- Neither could it then be diſcovered, that any of them were 


vernor. 


diſcontented with it; but on the contrary, ſome argued ve- 
ry earneſtly for it. And beſides, it was untrue, that the 
Court were at all put off ſo long. For altho', by the Or- 
ders of the Companies, there might be a Ceſſation of their 
Meetings, in the long Summer Vacation, when the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen of principal Figure and Conſequence 
were in the Country, unleſs there ſhould occur ſome extra- 
ordinary and preſſing Occaſion, yet the Courts met more 
frequently that Summer, than had been uſual at ſuch Times, 
by reaſon of ſending out ſeveral Ships, and with them the 


Companies Orders and Directions to the Colonies, 


5. IT was confidently affirmed, that the Virginia Plan- 
ters had petitioned his Majeſty, to bring all their Tobacco in- 
to England; and that this Petition was, by the Officers of 
the Company, ſuppreſſed. 

IN Confutation of this, they referred to the original Pe- 
tition itſelf, then in the Hands of the Lord High Treaſurer ; 
and they ſaid, that no Man, that had ever ſeen that Peti- 
tion, and had not a Mind wilfully to put Wrongs upon the 
Company, could ever ſcrew ſuch a Senſe out of it. The 
likewiſe gave his Majeſty an Account of the Occaſion of the 


Petition, and the Reaſon why it was not preſented ; the 


ſame, that has been already given, in the foregoing Parts of 


this Hiſtory. 


6. Ir was objected, that no Buſineſs could be done in 
their Courts, by reaſon of Faction and Wrangling. 

To this they anſwered, that it was an odd thing, for 
Men to complain of that, wherein themſelves were princi- 
pally faulty. Yet they denied this to be true, in ſo general 
and extenſive a Senſe ; altho' it muſt be confeſſed, that ſome 
diſcontented Perſons, who had lately joined together to op- 
poſe the Contract, had long waited for all Occaſions, to 
raiſe Troubles and Contentions in the Companies ; whoſs 
Faces, for ſeveral Years paſt, had never been ſeen in the 
Courts, except when they came to raiſe a Tempeſt and Diſ- 
turbance. However, they aſſured his Majeſty, that this 
Faction, when they had muſtered all their Forces, and ſent 
for their whole Strength out of the Country, amounted to 
but twenty ſix Perſons ; whereas the Virginia Company in 
particular, conſiſted of about a thouſand Adventurers, and 
oftentimes two hundred, or more, were aſſembled at once. 
So that this Objection of Faction and Wrangling mutt ne- 
ecfturily return back and reflect on themſelves; as in ” 
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well- governed Societies, the major Part was ever underſtood 1623. 
to involve the Conſent of the minor, which, by making 
Oppoſition and Clamour, did undoubtedly thereby render 37 Fran is 
themſelves the factious Party. 2 
7. Ir vas objected, that the Government of the Com- 
panies, as it then ſtood, was democratical and tumultuous, 
and ought therefore to be altered, and reduced into the 
Hands of a Few. And this was properly argumentum ad 
hominem, and very-welghty in the Eyes of that Prince; who 
had a noted Averſion to all republican Forms of Govern- 
ment, and was, in Truth, for a Monarchy, in the ſtricteſt 
and higheſt Senſe of the Word. 
HowEvVeR, the Company replied, that as to the Tu- 
*multuoyſneſs objected, it was already anſwered in the for- 
mer Article of Faction, and plainly appeared to proceed 
only from themſelves. And as to the Democracy, they 
ſaid, that the Government of the Companies was no other, 
than what was preſcribed in his Majeſty's Letters-patent ; 
and it was a bold Cenſure, thus to tax a Government, or- 
dained and conſtituted by ſuch an Authority. But yet they 
denied this Allegation to be juſt, or that their Government 
was properly democratical. For the Companies had not ſu- 
preme Authority over the People of the Plantations, but go- 
verned them by an Authority derived from the King, ac- 
cording to his Laws, and were accountable to his Majeſty 
for their Conduct; and therefore that Government could 
not properly be termed democratical, where the King was 
ſupreme, and where the People ſwore Allegiance — to 
him. And they added farther, that the Companies were ſo 
far from having ſupreme Power over the People of the Co- 
lonies, that when any Man had committed Offences, of 
what high Nature ſoever (as lately appeared by two noto- . 
nous Inſtances) if they could eſcape Puniſhment in the Plan- 
tations, where the Companies had Power, by his Majeſty's 
Letters-patent, to call them to Trial and Account, oy 
might, there in England, outface the Companies, (as thoſe 
two did) and they could have no Means of Redreſs, but by 
appealing to higher Juſtice. 
OWEVER, they owned, that, according to his Ma- 
jeſty's Inſtitution, their Government had ſome Shew of a 
democratical Form ; which was neverthelcſs, in that Caſe, 
the moſt juſt and profitable, and moſt conducive to the Ends 
and Effect aimed at thereby. For thoſe Plantations, tho" 
much furthered by his Majeſty's Grace, were yet chiefly 
founded by the Purſes of priva:. Men; who would gever 
bave adventured their Fortuncs in ſuch an Enterpriſe, if, in 
Ge Regulation and Government of the Buſineſs, tales own 
otes 
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Votes and Opinions had not been admitted. Beſides which 


LL ſuch infant Undertakings often called for large and ſpeedy 


Sir Francis 
Wyat, Go- 
vernor. 


Supplies, which could not be ſent, but by the Purſes of 
many Men; who, had their Voices been excluded, and 
the u committed to a Few, would not perhaps 
have been over- forward and haſty in contributing towards 
their Relief. 

LAS TL, they obſerved, that the opponent Faction 
cried out loudly againſt Democracy, and yet called for O- 
ligarchy; which would, as they conceived, make the Go- 
vernment neither of better Form, nor more monarchial. 
But they however hereby diſcovered their Aim and Deſire, 
which was to draw all things into their own Hands and 
Power, as had been ſufficiently manifeſted before, by ſome 
of their late Steps and Actions. h 

HAvIN SG thus given Anſwers to the moſt material Scan- 
dals againſt the Companies, they next proceeded, to inform 
his Majeſty of the true Cauſes, tho' diſguiſed, why theſe 
twenty ſix, by their ſecret Whiſperings and Inſinuations, 
and by their continual under-hand Practices, ſo much la- 
boured, to diſgrace the Government of the Companies, and 
in Effect, to bring the Plantations to utter Ruin. And they 
aſſured his Majeſty, that, whatever Imputations they might 
lay on the Companies behind their Backs, they never yet 
had the Confidence, openly to avow and maintain them in 
their Courts, but always qualified them with ſuch Diſtine- 
tions and Equivocations, as amounted to a flat Denial of 


what they had ſaid. And 


1. THE firſt Cauſe of theſe Mens Malice, was the ill 
Affection of the old Officers; out of whoſe Hands (the Co- 
lonies having not proſpered under them) the Government 
was neceſſarily taken; and their Proſperity fince, implying 
the evident Benefit of that Removal, and a manifeſt Proof 
of their ill Government, it had ſo offended them, that th 
endeavoured, the better to cover that Fault, by public 
Diſturbances, and private Practice and Confederation, to 
interrupt the preſent Proſperity of the Colonies, and to ble- 
miſh the Reputation, and diſturb the Peace of the Compa- 
nies: And that, to this End, they had not forborn to ſet to 
their Hands in Atteſtation of moſt falſe and ſcandalous Peti- 
tions; frequently to lay Imputations themſelves on the 
Courts ; ſometimes to procure Complaints from others a- 
gainſt them ; and at all times to yield a publick Encourage- 
ment and Protection to ſuch Perſons, as had done Wrong, 
or were declared Enemies, to the Companies. 

2. TR ſecond Cauſe was, that the principal of thoſe 


Citizens, and ſome others, Who had wove themſelves 2 
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the Oppoſition, were for the moſt Part ſuch; as had for- 1623. 
merly borne Office, either in the Companies, or the Plan- 
tations ; who having not cleared their many Accounts (ſome = 38 
of which were very ſuſpicious) and being preſſed by the , ht. 
Companies, uſed all the Art, that Malice could invent, to 

do Prejudice, and give Diſturbance, to the preſent Govern- 
ment; hoping, by that means to ſhroud themſelves from a 

due Examination, and ſo, in the Storm and Confuſion, to 

go off, unconvicted and unpuniſhed. 

3- SOME others of theſe Opponents, of a different Rank 
and Quality, had either been concerned in ſpoiling and 
fleecing the Plantations, and in ſetting forth a piratical Ship, 
called the Treaſurer ; or elſe had abetted and protected thoſe, 
who had done it, with ſuch Violence, as was greatly to the 
Offence; Scandal, and Wrong of the Company. But their 
Ends not fully anſwering their Expectations, they had there- 
fore abandoned the Virginia Courts, except when they came 
to raiſe Troubles and Diſſenſions, in order, by that means, 
to keep the Company from calling thoſe Offences into 
Queſtion. 

4. MosT of the twenty-ſix were involved in ſome, or 
all theſe Cauſes of Diſſenſion; and the few that remained; 
were either Servants to, or had neceſlary Dependency upon, 
ſome of the reſt. 

LasTLy, they went on to propoſe ſome Remedies, to 
prevent the like Inconveniencies and Diſturbances for the 
future. Since therefore theſc Colonics were chictly ſettled, 
for the Honour of his Majefty's T'imes, in propagating the 
Chriſtian Religion in thoſe barbarous Parts; for the Enlarge- 
ment of his Dominions ; for the Encreaſe of his Revenue ; 
for the enriching his People ; and for the future Strength 
and Ornament of the Kingdom of England; they beſought 
his Majeſty, to give Countenance and Encouragement to 
their Labours ; to believe well of the Companies, and not 
pre too ready a Credit to the malicious and pre-concerted 
nformations of ſome of their Members; and to grant them 
ſome ſuch preſent 7 of his good Opinion, and gra- 
cious Acceptance of their Endeavours, by Letter oi other- 
wiſe, as might do Honour to the Company, and ſtrengthen 
their Authority. And this they were the rather induced to , 
hope, as the late great Breach in the Companies had been 
occaſioned, by their Forwardneſs and Deſire, to advance 
his Majeſty's Profit and Revenue by the Contract. And 
they farther beſought his Majeſty, to be graciouſly pleaſed 
todeclare his Intention, that, in all Buſineſs of the Courts 
for the future, they ſhould be left freely to govern them- 
elves; by their Charters and Laws; and withal, to give 

U preſent, 
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preſent Order to the Lords of the Privy Council, that, if 
there ſhould be any ſuch private Conſpiracy, Confederation, 
or Oppoſition, as the Companies themſelves could neither 
remedy nor puniſh, to afford them their Help and Aſſiſtance, 
in the Remedy and Puniſhment of the ſame. And laſtly 
they prayed, that for ſuch, as had been accuſed of henioug 
Crimes, committed in the Plantations, and had thence eſca- 
ped, and then braved the Companies in England, his Ma. 
jeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed, to extend his Power, and 
ſend them back to the Plantations, there to reccive their juſt 
and legal Trials. And by theſe Aſſiſtances, the Companies 
would be enabled, chearfully to proceed, and in ſhort time 
ſo to advance thoſe great and noble Undertakings, as would 
give his Majeſty full Content, and juſt Cauſe to believe, 
that theſe his Favours had been well beſtowed, and rightly 
uſed, | 

THE Farl of Southampton was not preſent, when theſe 
things paſled ; and as he was obnoxious at Court, and had 
received ſome ill Uſage from it, it may be ſurmiſed, that he 
kept out of the Way purpoſely, to avoid being farther em- 
broiled. But it is, I think, much more agreeable to the 
Character of that worthy and patriot Nobleman, to ſup- 
poſe, that he did not deſert his Station in ſuch a Manner, 
but was abſent on other juſt and neceſſary Occaſions. In 
his Abſence therefore, theſe two Papers (together with a 
Petition to his Majeſty, to refer the Hearing of the Com- 
plaints of Alderman 3 5 and his Aſſociates, to the Body 
of his moſt Honourable Privy Council) were committed to 
Lord Cavendiſh, Lord Delawarr, Sir Edward Sackvil, vir 
John Brooke, and Colonel Ogle, to take the firſt proper Op- 
portunity to preſent them to his Majeſty, and to make 
Choice or ſuch others of the Company, as they thought 


t, to attend them. 


THzs Court alſo, at Mr. Deputy Farrar's Motion, 
conferred the Freedom of the Company on Carew Raleg» 
Eſq; the only ſurviving Son of Sir Valter. He had gone, 
after his Father's Death, a Gentleman Commoner, to //a4- 
ham College, in Oxford ; where he continued his Studies, 
about five Years. About this time, being yet ſcarce twenty 
Years of Age, he came up to London, and went to Court; 
hoping by the Favour of //illiam, Earl of Pembroke, his 
noble Kinſman, to obtain ſome Redreſs, in the Hardſhips 
and Wrongs done him. But the King did not like his 
Countenance there; and ſaid, that he appeared in his Court, 
like his Father's Ghoſt. Wherefore, by the Earl's Advice, 
he removed himſelf from his Majeſty's Sight, and went 
upon his Travels, till a more favourable Conjuncture ha 
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offer. But however fixed this Monarch might be in his 1623. 
Antipathy, and however ſteady and conſtant in doing an- 
eternal Diſhonour to his own Judgment and Fame, by dif- S'r Farce 
gracing and deprefling every thing that had Relation to a f Ts won 
this great Man, the Virginia Company ſeems to have had : 
a quite different Notion of things. For they willingly 
embraced the Pretence, of Sir Valter Ralegh's being the 
firſt Diſcoverer of Virginia, to teſtify their Reſpect to his 
Memory and Merit, by conſerring extraordinarily, upon his 
Son, the Freedom of the Company, and a Voice in their 
Courts. And he accordingly appears at their Courts, 
commonly ranked with the Knights, till June the next 
Year, at which time, it may be ſuppoſed, he went on his 
Travels. 
SOON after this, authentic Copies of Alderman John— 
ſm's Petition and Captain Butler's Information were, by 
ſome Perſon, ſent to the Company; which being publickly 
and diſtinctly read, the Court was informed by Perſons of 
Worth, that this Report, in particular, of the unhealthi- 
neſs of the Country, and of the Colonies being ſeated 
among Bogs and Marſhes, having been induftriouſly ſpread 
by Captain Butler and his Aſſociates, not only over all 
Parts of the City, but likewiſe into divers Parts of the 
County, was likely to {top many hundreds of People, who 
were preparing to tranſport themſelves thither; and that it 
was therefore abſolutely necettary, to make an immediate 
Enquiry about that Matter. Whercupon ſome, then pre- 
ſent, who had been long and often in Virginia, affirmed * 
upon their certain Knowledge, that, at all the Plantations A 
on the main River, they might land, with Boats drawing l 
three Foot Water, from half Flood to half Ebb, ſafe and 
dry; without wetting their Foot; and that they had und, 
by their own Experience, the Air to be as wholeſoine, and 
the Soil for the moſt part, as fertile, as in any Part of En- 
gland, or of any other Country, where they had been. 
But the better to obviate the ill Conſequences and Calum- 
nies of Captain Butler's Information, an Anſwer was drawn 
up in Writing againſt the next Meeting of the Company, 
and ſubſcribed by the Rev. Mr. illiam Maſe, a Miniſter, 
who had lived ten Years in Virginia; by one Mr. John 
Procter, a Man of good Sort, who had lived there fourteen 
Years; and by fourteen others, Maſters of Ships, Mari- 
ners, and Inhabitants, who had been and lived, forme more 
and ſome leſs, in the Country, and were perfectly ac- 
quainted with the River, and all Parts of the Colony. 
This Anſwer, which they declared themſelves ready to 
Jaltify upon Oath, FR 2 flat Denial and Diſproof of 
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1623. the ſeven firſt Articles of Butler's Information. As to the 
three laſt, they left them to be anſwered by the Governor t 
Sir Francis and Company, as relating immediately to themſelves, ang | 
oh So containing things, either above their Determination, or out 
of their Knowledge. And as this Writing contained the 
Teſtimony of Eye-witneſſes to Matters of Fact, it agreed 
ſo exactly in Subſtance with an Anſwer, afterwards returned 
from Virginia by the Governor and General Aſſembly, that 
J ſhall not detain the Reader, at preſent, with an Abſtract 
of it, but ſhall refer to that more authentic Teſtimony of 
the whole Body of the Colony, which will be hereafter re- 
cited, in it's proper Time and Place. 

Bur beſides this Diſproof of Captain Butler's Informa- 
tion, the farther to detect and expoſe his malicious De- 
ſigns and unfair Proceedings, two Papers were produced in 
Court, and admitted to Record, under the Hands of 7h 
Severne, Maſters-mate, and ohn Lowe, Boatſwain, of the 

ames. In theſe they affirmed, that coming, one Morn- 
ing, to Captain Nathaniel Butler, about ſome Buſincſs, the 
ſaid Captain brought a Writing in his Hand, and began to 
read ſome Part of it ; telling them, he had been with the 
King, and proteſting, the Writing was for the Good of the 

Country. Whereupon they, being in great Haſte, having 
heard a few Lines only read, and not attending much to the 
Matter, and beſides conceiving Captain Butler to be a very 
honeſt Man, did readily ſet their Hands to the ſaid Writing. 

But having ſince underſtood, that it was in Diſgrace and 
Diſparagement of the Country, they, the ſaid, 7ohn Severne 
and John Lowe, did thereby diſavow the ſaid Writing, as 
falſe and unjuſt; and farther proteſted, that, upon their 
Oaths, they muſt declare the contrary. And all theſe Prcob; 
of his wilful Malice and Injuſtice did Captain Butler fit in 
the Court and hear, and calmly demanded a Copy of the An- 
ſwer to his Information. 

Bur as his Majeſty intended, in Compliance with the 
Petitions of both Alderman Johnſon and the Company, to 
appoint Commiſſioners to enquire into all theſe Matters and 

_ Allegations, the Court thought it proper, to prepare be- 
times to make their Defence. To this End, as the Com- 
pany conſiſted of many Members of both Houſcs of Parlia- 
ment, they were naturally led to the Parliamentary Me- 
thods of proceeding, and reſolved themſelves into à grand 
Committee of the whole Company, which had Power, to 
ſubſtitute and ordain other Sub-Committees, for expediting 
Matters; that ſo the Buſincſs, being parted among many 
Hands, might be the more ſpeedily and better accompliſhed. 
And now having Copies of Alderman Fohnſo:i”s and Caps 
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tain Butler's Complaints, they ſoon after drew up direct and 23. 
particular Anſwers to them both. | | 
In Anſwer to Alderman Johnſon's Petition, they ob- 5 

ſerved, that it was founded upon three main Allegations 2 
Firſt, that the former Government, under Sir Thomas Smith, 

as Treaſurer, and Mr. Canning and himſelf, as Deputy- 

| Treaſurers, was mild and diſcreet ; whereby all Sorts of 

| Perſons were induced to engage themſelves in that great 

and difficult Action, which thence proceeded in a moſt 
hopeful Way, and with Peace and Concord; whereas it 
had of late come to paſs, that their Love and Unity at 
home were turned into civil Difcord and Difſenticn ; and 

| that divers of the ancient Adventurers and Planters con- 

| . 8 to be many ways injured, abuſed and 
oppreſſed. 

| "To this they replied : That as to the Government at 

| home in thoſe times, all his Majeſty's particular InſttuCiions 

| therein were clean ſuppreſſed and extinguiſhed, and the 

| Originals no longer extant z and that there were no Orders 

| made for the Government of the Company, except now 

| and then one, upon preſent Occaſion. And as to the Go- 

vernment abroad in the Colony, it was, for the molt part, 

left abſolutely to the Governor's Will and Pleaſure 3 only 

7 inſtead of a Body of moderate Laws, agrecable to the Con- 

ſtitution and Government of England, there was printed at 

home, and with great Honour dedicated to Sir Thomas 

Smith, and afterwards by him ſent to Virginia, by his own 

Authority, and without the Company's Order or Conſent, 

a Book of moſt truculent Laws, written in Blood; which, 

altho* they might ſerve tor Martial Government in time of 

n War, being tranſlated moſt of them from the Martial Laws 

. of the United Provinces, yet were abfolutely deſtructive of 
al the native Rights and Liberties of Eugliſb Subjects, and 
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e very far from deſerving the Name of a mild Government, 
0 here given it by the Petitioners: And that, for this Cauſe, 
People in England were deterred from going over in Perſon, 


-b live there under ſuch bloody and tyrannical Laws, and 
1- WJ many of his Majeſty's Subjects in Virginia were put to moſt 
1 unjuſt and undeſerved Deaths, But molt eſpecially, ſuch a 
Weapon was hereby put into the Hands of one of the Go- 
xd WI Vernors, a Kinſman of Sir Thomas Sith, that he, in a man- 
to ner, ſpoiled and deſtroyed the whole Colony, as was till 
10 extant and to be ſecn, in the Letters of Sir Thomas Smith 
* himſelf and Alderman Johnſen. 
1. Trar the Conſequence of this Miſgovernment was, 
p- that the Colony was waſted to a few hundreds of Peo— 
1 ple, who had nevertheleſs no Intent to proceed in the Plan- 
U 3 tation, 
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1623. tation, but being deſtitute of Food, both ſpiritual and tem- 
y-— poral, cried out loudly againſt the Company, for Injuſtice 


Sir Francis 
Wat, Qos 
VCLNOT, 


and Cru-lty ; being foinetumes, in Deſpair, all ſhipped to 
return, and at other times, in Revenge, adopting to them. 
ſelves new Patrons and Defenders againſt their bad Goverg. 
ment. And that Adventurers at home did indeed, at brit, 
come plentiſully in, as to a new thing; but that, at laft, 
they abandoncd the Courts, and refuſed to pay their My. 
nics ſubſcribed; for which being ſued, they pleaded in 
Chancery, upon their Oaths, that the Montes- were not 
converted to the Uſe intended, but to particular Men's 
Gains; and that no Accounts were kept, or were at leaf 
to be ſeen. But on the contrary, they ſaid, what Reforma- 
tions had been made, and what Mcaſures taken, in Point of 
Government, for the four luft Years, might be apparent to 
all Men; and that their Labours herein had given ſuch 
SatisfaCtion to the Plantations, that the Colony of Vir gixia 
had, in particular, by a publick Act in their General Af. 
ſembly, rciurned Thanks to the Company, for their great 
Love, juſtice, and Care. | 

As for Diſcord and Diſſenſion, they acknowledged, 
within the Compaſs of the four laſt Years, there had been 


| ſome great Rents made in the Council and Company; but 


that theſe proceeded wholly from the Alderman and his 
Party, the greateſt Number of whom were ſeldom ſeen in 
their Courts, but when they came to raiſe, or to nouriſh, 
this very Diſcord and Faction, they here complained of. 
Ami as to the Wrongs and Oppreſſion of the ancient Ad- 
Venturcrs and Planters, they challenged him to ſhew, that 
the ſuſtice, winch it was in the Company's Power to give, 
had ever been denied. to any Man whatſoever ; much leſs 
had the Goods of forme particular Perſons in the Colonies, 
by private Directions and underhand Letters, been taken 
violently from'them, contrary to all Juſtice and due Courlc 
of Law, and conſigned into the Hands of their potent Ad- 
verſaries in Erglurd; as was notoriouſly done, in the Cale 
Captain Mils Kendal, turmerly Governor of Bermudas 
who was ſpoiled by Captain Bi, his Succeflor, of tout- 
teen Neproes, granted him by a Pruich Captain, under a 
falſe and groumdleſs Pretence, that they belonged to then 
pirtical Ship, the Treaſure, 

Tur ſecond Allevation of Alderman J:h»ſ5n's Petition 
is: That, under the former Government, they had Peace 
with the Indians, by which means ſundry of thoſe Infidels, 
and ſome of eminent Rank, were converted to the Chrijtian 
Religion 3 whereas, of Jate, there had cen a Mlaflacre and 
Holtility between the Natives and the Colony of F:rginia. 
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In Anſwer to this, ny denied, that except Pocahontas 1623. 
a 


(whom they here call Matoax) there had happened any —— 
thing of Note in the Converſion of thoſe Infidels, under Sir Francis 
Sir Thomas Smith's Adminiſtration. And they farther at- ard win 
firmed, that during his time, the Engiih were almoſt in 

a continual War and Hoſtility with the /:dians; and that, 

in particular, Captain Argall came away, in the it Part 

of that time, and left unpunithed the Murder of ten of the 

Engliſh, by a Party of the Chickahaminces, But on the 
contrary, how great, and what chargeable Attempts, had 

been made, within the laſt four Years, for rhe Converſion 

and Education of thoſe Infidels, was ſufficiently evident, 

from the Plantation for the College; on which, notwith - 

ſtanding the late Maftucre, they conceived, there were yet 
remaining ſixty Jenants, or thereabouts. And the Com- 

pany had indeed, in their firſt Letter after the Knowleuge 

of the Maſlacre, propoſed Methods, and given ſtrict Or- 

ders, to the Governor and Council, for the Renewal of the 

College, and Reſettlement of it's Lands; but Means being 
wanting, the Governor and Council could do nothing in it 

to Effect. However they promiſed, that that pious Work 

ſhould, by the Divine Afliſtance, again proceed, in due 

time, And as to the Hoſtility with the Indians, they de- 

clared, there had been none, within the four laſt Years, be- 

fore the late treacherous and bloody Maſſacre; which had 

it not happened, theſe Maligners muſt have been mute, and 

would have had nothing to alledge to the Diſgrace of the 
Company and Plantation. | 

THE third Allegation of the Alderman's Petition was: 
That, in the firſt twelve Years, divers Staple-Commolities 
began to be raiſed and imported into England; whereas, of 
late Years, the aforeſaid Commodities did not appear, 

THEY replied, that this Objection reflected ſtrongly on 
the Objector himſclf, They owned, that ſome Samples of 
thoſe Commodities had been, by the Induſtry of Sir Thomas 
Dale, ſent home, in the ninth and tenth Years of the firſt 
twelve; but that none had appeared, in the two laſt, un- 
der the Government of Captain Argall. The Reaſon of 
which was, that the Magazine being then on ſoot, whereof 
the Alderman was Director, it pleaſed him, to ſet no Price 
upon any other Commodity, except "Tobacco and Sallatras, 
being Commodities of his own Trade, and for the greateſt 
Part whereof he himſelf became the Company's Chapman z 
and that, by this means, all Endeavours far thoſe other 
Commodities were abandoned, and the Colony pofleſſed 
With that doating Affection for Tobacco, which the Cont» 


pany had not ſince, with all their Care, been able to ex- 
U 4 tinguiſh⸗ 
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tinguiſh. And they then proceeded, to recount their late 
—— Endeavours for railing divers Commodities; which had in- 


Sir Francis 
Hat G 
Verner, 


deed lately received a ſore Interruption from the Maſſacre, 


but it wis their Intent and Reſolution, ſhortly again to re- 


ſtore and ſect them up. 

As for that Pretence, that the Petition aimed at no other 
End, but that after the Work of ſome neceſſary Reforma- 
tion, the Work of the Plantations might be again renewed 
and proſper ; they ſaid, they were obliged, therein to de- 
tect the Alderman's unclear Re For it ſhould be 
juſtified againſt him, by undeniable Proof: That he had 
laboured of late, by ſtrange and falſe Allegations, to diſ- 
courage ſome Perſons of Eminence and Fortune, from fa- 
vouring or proceeding in the Lnterpriſe : That he had 
Brow-beaten and found Fault with ſuch, as had commended 
the Country, ſo much extolled formerly by himſelf, in ſun- 
dry printed Treatiſes; and had declared, that the World 
had been cheated and deluded by Virginia: That he had 
ſaid, there were too many of the Eugliſb Nation there al- 
ready; that the Staple-Commoditics, ſpoken of, would 
come to nothing ; that the Iron was baſe, and not worth 
the Freight; the Grapes .ſour, and the Climate improper 
for Wine; that the Mulberry Trees had a Prickle in them, 


which deſtroyed the Silk-worms, when they came to any 


Bigneſs; and that the Converſion of the Infidels Was a vain 
and impoſſible Attempt, they being deſcended of the curſed 
Race of /{am. And now, whether a Perſon of this Malice 
and Virulency of Diſpoſition was a proper Inſtrument to 
work out the Good of the Colonies, they left to the Judg- 
ment of all clear and impartial Minds. 

LasTLY, touching the Iſſue of the Petition, that all 
Abuſes might be examined and reformed, the Company de- 


vlared, they willingly concurred with the Petitioners therein, 


but could not forbear remarking their too evident Partiality. 
For they deſired only, that the Accounts fince Sir Thomas 
Smith's Time might be examined, which had always been 
fairly kept, and legally audited, according to the Orders of 


the Court, (except by one only of the Petitioner's Socicty) 


and yet they paſſed the Accounts of the former Years over 
in Silence, which were nevertheleſs three times as large, 
and thrice three times more queſtionable. 

IN their Anſwer to Captain Butler's Information, they 
recited, that the ſeven firſt Articles had been anſwered by 
fixte.n Eye-witneſles of the Matters alledged, Men of un- 
gueſti. nadie Character and Veracity, who were ready, at 
any time, to juſtify the ſame upon their Oaths, They 
therefore referred to that, as being the higheſt and me“ 
| . ; une. 
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unexceptionable Evidence, that could be had in ſuch a 1623. 
Caſe; and they proceeded themſelves, to give Anſwers to 
the three laſt Articles. But as the Anſwer, afterwards re- Sir Francis 
turned from Virginia by the Governor and General Aſ- are mas 
ſembly, was much the ſame in Purport with this, I ſhall b 
ſtill, to avoid all tedious and needleſs Repetition, refer to 
that, hereafter to be given. But as to Butler's laſt Clauſe, 
of the Confuſions and private Ends of ſome of the Com- 
pany in England, and of the bad Execution of their Agents 
in Virginia, they beſought his Majeſty, that he might not 
be permitted to wander in ſuch general and indeterminate 
Accuſations, which only tended to Slander and Defamation, 
but might be obliged to make an expreſs and particular 
Diſcovery of thoſe Perſons and Meaſures before the Com- 
miſſioners, that were ſoon to be appointed. And in the 
mean while, they proteſted againſt it, as calumnous and 
unjuſt, and of the ſelf-ſame I ruth with the reſt of his In- 
formations. 

MR. Berblock alſo deſired, that a ſhort Paſſage, out of 
one of Sir Thomas Dale's Letters to Sir Thomas Smith, might 
be read; which he had accidentally happened upon, in pe- 
ruſing the Company's Books, by Order of the Court. This 
was dated in June, 1613, and has been already mentioned 
and extracted. In it, he deſires them not to be gulled by 
the clamorous Reports of baſe People, but to believe Caleb 
and Jaſbua, and gives a very great and laviſh Commenda- 
tion of the Country; which Mr. John Smith declared to 
agree exactly, with what he, and divers others Perſons of 
Worth, had heard from his own Mouth in England; and 
Mr. Copeland affirmed, that Sir Thomas Dale had told him 
the ſame in Effect, at Japan, in the Ea/t-Indies. There 
was alſo read Part of a Letter from Sir Samuel Argall to the 
Company, dated in July 1617, highly commending the 
Healthineſs and Conveniency of Fames-Town. To theſe 
was added, at the Lord Cavendiſb's Motion, a long Decla- 
ration, by his Majeſty's Council for Virginia, and the prin- 
cipal Aſſiſtants for the Somer-Iſlands; in which, they plain- 
95 and without Diſguiſe or Palliation, laid open the whole 

ene of the Earl of J/arw:ick's Proceedings, with the ini- 
quitous Practices of himſelf and his Faction, but moſt eſpe- 
cially of his two grand Inſtruments of Rapine, Sir Samuel 
Argall and Captain Butler. This long and particular Re- 
lation has been of ſingular Service, and given great Light, 
in the fuller Detection of their fraudulent Arts and Manage- 
ment; but as it contains nothing materially different from 
the foregoing Relation of their Proceedings, I ſhall eaſe both 
t and the Reader ſrom the Trouble of an Abſtract. 


ALL 
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ALTL theſe publick Acts, Declarations, and Teſtimonialy 


ere laid before his Majeſty, the Lords of the Privy Coun- 


Sir Francis 
Wyat, Go- 
vcrnor. 


cil, and the Commiſſioners. For, two Days after this, on 
the gth of May, a Commiſſion iſſued, under the Great Seal 
of England, to Sir William Jones, Knight, one of his Ma. 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Court of Common Pleas, Sir Nicholas 
Porteſcur, Sir Francis Gofton, Sir Richard Sutton, Sir Mil- 
lam Pit, Sir Henry Bourchier, and Sir Henry Spilman, 
Knights, or any four of them, to examine and enquire into 
all Matters and Buſineſſes, any ways relating or appertain- 
ing to the Plantations of Virginia and the Somer-1flands, 
Altho* the Points, to be enquired into, ran very much, in 
this Commiſſion, according to the general Heads, and even 
the very Words, of the latter Part of Alderman's Jen 
Petition, yet the Lords of the Privy Council had the Alder- 
man's Partiality reformed, and their Enquiry was not con- 
fin'd to the four laſt Years, but extended to all Acts and 
Things, from the firſt Incorporation of the Companies, and 
Settlement of the Colonies. Who theſe Commiſhoners were, 
and what were their real Characters and Conduct through 
Life, I cannot ſay. I only find, that Cambden, in his An- 
nals for the Year 1619, briefly mentions 5 het Goftcn, 
Sutton, and Pit, late Commiſſioners for the Navy, and for 
Domeſtick Affairs, to be then knighted. 

FROM this time, all Letters from the Colonies, both 
publick and private, were intercepted by his Majeſty's 
Command; in order to ſurpriſe, and find out, any ſecret 
Combinations and underhand Practices of the Companies, 
or their Officers. All their Books and Records were like- 
wiſe ſequeſtered, by an Order of the Privy Council ; and 
both the Mr. Farrars, the Deputy Treaſurers to the two 
Companics, were laid under Arreſt, and confined, I can- 
not diſcover, by what Colour or Pretence this was done; 
but it was a great Interruption, in preparing the Company's 
Buſineſs, which was to be laid before the Commiſſioners. 
For their Defence depended entirely on their Books and 
Records, from which, they doubted not, to make their 
Innocency abundantly appear. And they were ſo ſenſible 
of the Prejudice, that would ariſe to the Companies, by 
their Deputies Reſtraint, who were their greateſt Accomp- 
tants, and by reaſon of their Places, the moſt converſant 
of all others in the Buſineſs of late Years, that they peti- 
tioned the Privy Council, fo far at leaſt to ſet them at Li- 
berty, that they might be able to go forward with the Com- 
ou Buſineſs, and attend the Commiſhoners. And their 
Books were accordingly ſoon after reſtored, and the Depu- 
tics releaſed. 
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Bu r from theſe, and other diſcouraging Circumſtances, 1624. 
it was an eaſy Matter to conjecture, what was aimed at, 
and how things were going. And therefore the great Offi- Sir Francis 
cers of the Company, the Earl of Southampton, Sir Edwin J, Gov 
Sandys, and the two Farrars, through whoſe Hands all the 
Company's Buſineſs and Money had of late Years paſſed, 
ſued out their general Acquittances in the Court. And as 
their Accounts had undergone the Examination of the Com- 
pany's Auditors, and had laid, all their legal time, and ſome 
much longer, open in the Courts, for any Perſon to exa- 
mine, and make Exceptions againſt them, their Diſcharges 
were granted, under the legal Seal, by a cheerful and una- 
mous Concurrence of the whole Company. The Propor- 
tions of Land, formerly granted, were alſo confirmed to 
them in the ſtrongeſt Manner, and Mr. John Farrar had 
the beſt Security, they could give him, for three hundred 
and twenty Pounds, which he had taken up at Intereſt, for 
the Uſe, and by the Order of the Company ; all their Ef- 
fects from Virginia being ordered, to be conſign'd into his 
and his Brother Nicholas Farrar's Hands (who was likewiſe 
ſoon after found to be about eighty Pounds in Advance for 
the Company) till their Ballances, with all other Damages 
incident thereto, were diſcharged. 

IN Conſideration of the ill Conſequences, of having con- 
tinued Sir Thomas Smith ſo many Years in the Place of 
Treafurer, the Company had made it a ſtanding Rule and 
Order, that no Perſon, after that, ſhould hold the Place 
of Treaſurer or Deputy, above three Years together. The 
Earl of Southampton's three Years being therefore now ex- 
pired, Lord Cavendiſh and Lord Paget were named, to 
ſtand in Election to ſucceed him. "The King had always 
been endeavouring, to get ſuch a Perſon choſen into that 
Place of chief Government, as ſhould be perfectly ſubmiſ- 
five to his Pleaſure and Command. And now, on the Day 
of Election, the Court received a Letter from his Majeſty, % 
ſignifying ; That he had appointed Commiſſioners, to exa- | 
mine into the preſent State of the Colony of Virginia; and 
as he expected to receive, within a few Days, ſome Account 
of their Labours therein, it was his Will and Pleaſure, that 
all Officers ſhould continue, as they were; and that they 
ſhould not proceed to any new Election, before the Mor- 
row Fortnight after, at the ſooneſt. "This unexpected Order, 
and myſterious Reaſon, cauſed a long and 22 Silence in 
the Court. But at length, conſidering, that they were re- 
ſtrained, by their Charters, to Quarter Courts only for the 
Election of Officers; and that, all Offices expiring that 
Day, their Government would become void, and their Pa- 
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tents forfeited, unleſs ſomething was done therein, the 
continued all Officers in their Places, not a Fortnight longer, 
but 'till the next Quarter Court, when only Election could 


N a legally be made. And thus, the King never after having 


expreſſed his Pleaſure herein, and the Company, to avoid 
Miſconſtruction, forbearing to do any thing, till his Ma- 
jeſty's Pleaſure was farther known, the Earl of Southampton 
and Mr. Nicholas Farrar were, from time to time, con- 
tinued in their Places, *till the Suppreſſion of the Courts 
and Diſſolution of the Company. 

In ſome of the intercepted Letters from Virginia, the 
Lords of the Privy Council found great Complaints of the 
Scarcity of Proviſions. This had been occaſioned by the 
Maſſacre, and the conſequent War with the Indians; b 
which much of their Corn and Stocks had been Fr War 


and a general Interruption given to the Culture of their 


Lands. Their Lordſhips therefore called the Deputy, and 
a few more of the Company, before them ; and acquaint- 
ing them therewith, commanded them, to ſend an imme- 
diate Relief to the Colony. And they propoſed, that the 
whole Company ſhould be obliged to contribute their Parts 
towards it, according to the Number of each Man's Shares, 
by rating them at twenty, or at leaſt ten Shillings a Share; 
and that they ſhould be compelled to pay the ſame, by an 


Order of that Board. But Mr. Farrar and his Aſſociates 


ſeem, not to have been perfectly convinced of the Legality 
of ſuch a Proceeding ; and conceived themſelves to have no 
Power by Law, to lay ſuch a general Aſſeſment on the Com- 

any, without their Conſent. Wherefore, after much De- 

ate, they prevailed on their Lordſhips, to permit them to 
proceed, in their uſual Method of voluntary Subſcripticns. 
And as the opponent Faction had been loud before the Lords 
of the Council, and prefled much the ſending a ſpeedy Sup- 

ly, thereby endeavouring to inſinuate and reflect on the 

egligence and ſiniſter Views of the Company, a Roll of 
Subſcription was prepared purpoſely, and preſented to them, 
to ſubſcribe by themſelves, and Sir Edward Sackuil earneſt- 
ly entreated them, to be liberal and exemplary in their Con- 
tributions, ſince they had expreſſed, before the Council, fo 
tender a Senſe of the diſtreſſed State of the Colony. But 
they had the Confidence to withſtand ſo ſtrong a Snare ; and 
the Colony was obliged to the other Side for the Supply, a3 
I find intimated, in a Letter from Mr. Deputy Farrar, ſent 
at the ſame time, in the Name of the Council and Company. 
However, it was not of that vaſt Uſe and Relief, as was 
imagined or pretcnded. For, as the Deputy and Company 
had judged, the Colony had gathered in their Corn, before 
it could poſſibl/ arrive, | BUY 
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Bo r notwithſtanding theſe lowering Proſpects, and this 1623. 


unpromiſing Aſpect of their Affairs, the Company proceed- 


ed chearfully and boldly in their Defence. And therefore, 5 Francis 


as ſoon as the Commiſſioners were known, they deputed Sir 
Edward Sackvil, Sir Robert Killigrew, and Sir John Da- 
vers, to wait upon them, in.the Company's Name ; and to 
declare their Joy and Satisfaction, in the Commiſſion's being 
iſſued. And they very earneſtly and unanimouſly beſought 
them, to take into their immediate Confideration Captain 
Butler's Information to his Majeſty, entitled; The unmaſked 
Face of the Colony in Virginia; which had given a deadly 
Wound to the happy Progreſs and Proſperity of that Planta- 
tation. So that until, by their Wiſdom and Integrity, the 
Truth ſhould be diſcovered, and the World again poſſeſſed 
with their former Hopes and good Opinion of that Colony, 
it muſt undoubtedly languiſh, if not ſhortly periſh, for 
Want of thoſe daily Supplies, which its Reputation alone had 
before raiſed, in great Abundance. But I do not find, that 
the Commiſſioners took the leaſt Notice, or did any thing 
in Conſequence, of this juſt and reaſonable Requeſt ; altho 
the Company urged it often, as a Point of great Importance, 
which required an immediate Examination and Diſpatch. 
But ſoon after, they iſſued their Warrant to Mr. Colling- 
wood, the Secretary, and to all other the Clerks and Offi- 
cers of the Virginia Company, to bring before them, to the 
Queſt-Houſe, adjoining to St. Andrew's Church in Holborn, 
all and ſingular Letters-patent, Proclamations, Commiſſi- 
ons, Warrants, Records, Orders, Books, Accounts, En- 
tries, and all other Notes and Writings whatſoever, in their 
Cuſtody. Hereupon the Company appointed a Committee, 
conſiſting of Sir Robert Killigrew, Sir 28 Davers, Mr. 
Herbert, Mr. Tomlyns, Mr. White, Mr. Withers, Mr. 
Bland, Mr. Barber, and Mr. Berbloch, who ſhould all, or 
any three of them, with the Secretary, attend the Com- 
miſſioners, from time to time, with the Letters-patent, 
Books of Accompt, and other Writings. But they charged 
them, at every Riſing of the Commiſſioners, to bring back 
the original Letters-patent, and to leave with them only a 
Copy ; which, they hoped and conceived, would be ſuffi- 
cient, The Commiſſioners were likewiſe deſired, in the 
Company's Name, to refpite the Delivery of their Books of 
Account, till their Accomptant had taken Copies of them; 
when they were, together with all other Writings and 
Records, delivered into their Hands, and never afterwards 
returned to the Company. | 

WHilsT the Company urged to the Commiſſioners an 
unmediate Enquiry into the Truth of Captain Butler's Al- 
| legations, = 
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legations, they, at the ſame time, recommended to their 


G-— View and Peruſal, as a thing relative to that Affair, the 


Sir Francis 
Mat, Go- 
VEINOT, 


Declaration of the Council for Virginia and of the princi- 
pal Aſſiſtants of the Somer-[/ands Company, which hath 
been before mentioned, and which charged, in a home and 
open Manner, the Earl of /Yarwick and his Faction, but 
particularly Sir Samuel Argall and Captain Butler, with ma- 
ny illegal and oppreſſive Practices. This, I preſume, gave 
Occaſion to a Letter; which the Company ſoon after re- 
ceived from the King ; wherein he utterly forbids, that any 
Complaints ſhould be brought before the Commiſſioners 
againſt any Man, in the Name of the Council or Company, 
becauſe that Courſe only tended to Defamation, and to raiſe 
more Contention; and becauſe to bring Matters, deter- 
mined by the Council or Company, before the Commiſſi» 
oners, was to preoccupate the Commiſhoners Judgments, 
or elſe to oppoſe the Act and Opinion of the Council and 
Company, to the Act and Opinion of the Commiſſioners. 
It was therefore his expreſs Pleaſure and Command, that 
whoſoever would exhibit Complaints againſt any Man, ei- 
ther for publick Wrong to the Company, or for private In- 
juries to himſelf, he ſhould bring the ſame in Writing, ſub- 
ſcribed with his Name, to the Commiſſioners, who ſhould 
receive the Anſwer thereto in Writing, and thereupon pro- 
ceed; as they ſhould ſee Cauſe. 


WHAT was the End or Deſign of ſuch an Order is not 


eaſily conceived, I think ; unleſs it was to prevent the Com- 
any from acting with that Unanimity and Agreement, 
which it plainly appeared, they would, and which, in the 
Eyes of all impartial Men, would give the greater Weight 
and Authority to their Proccedings. And where the Juſtice 
was, or Legality, of forbidding the Company to proſecute 
or public Mrong to (Os as a Body corporate, and to 
eave it only to private Men, who could not legally do it, 
without being firſt authorifed and impowered by the Com- 
pany (and then it became their Act and Deed) is to me c- 
qually myſterious and inconceiveable. I am unwilling to 
make hard and uncharitable Interpretations, but this whole 
Affair of the Commiſſioners appears to have very little of the 
Face of Juſtice, but ſeems to have been ſet on Foot for quite 
different Ends and Purpoſes. x | 
Bo r beſides this, that Letter contained another Expreſs 
Command; That no Man, of what Degree or Quality ſo- 
ever, ſhould be admitted to their Courts or Committees, 
who, beſides his Freedom and Land, had not ſome Men 
then, or lately before, planted upon his Shares; or tha: 
was not, at that time, actually engaged in, and according- 
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ly purſued, the ſending of Men or Supplies over. And he 2163. 
arther ordered, if any other preſumed to be preſent at their 
Meetings, that they ſhould be proceeded againft, as factious S'r Frances 
and ſeditious Perſons. This was likewiſe a manifeſt In- TR 
fringement of their Charters, which had ſpecified the dif- y 
ferent Ways, by which Men ſhould become free, and act 

as Members of the Company. Being therefore much ſtag- 

gered and ſurpriſed at both theſe Points, they reſolved to 

hold no more Courts, till the King's Pleaſure was farther 
underſtood. To this End, they preſented a Petition to his. 
Majeſty ; in Anſwer to which, he, in effect, took off and 

reverſed thoſe two Prohibitions and Commands. After 

which, the Company again proceeded, as a Body corporate, 

in their Buſineſs before the Commiſſicners ; and they laid 
betore them their Reaſons and Exceptions againſt Sir Homes 
Smith's Accounts, together with all the other Declarations, 
Anſwers, and Writings, which had been drawn up, and ſo 
unanimouſly agreed to, by the Committee of the whole 
Company. And they till particularly inſiſted upon, and 
ſtrenuouſly preſſed, the expediting Captain Butler's Affair, 
a that Buſineſs was the molt urgent, and moſt immediately 
hurtful and pernicious to the Colony. 

Bur what the Commiſſioners did, what Enquiries they 
entered upon, and what Reports they made to his Majeſty, 
was a dead Sccret to the Company ; who, in a Letter to 
the Colony, acknowledge themſelves to be entirely in the 
Dark, as to what was paſſing, or what was wants © At. 
length, after long waiting for the Ifſue of their Enquiries 
and Determinations, Mr. Deputy Farrar, with ſome few 
more of the Company, were called, on the 8th of October, 
before the Lords of the Privy Council, who made ſome 
Propoſals to the Deputy. But theſe being of a very mower 
and important Nature, and Mr. Farrar conceiving himſe 
to have no Power to give an Anſwer to them, they were, 
at his Requeſt, drawn up into an Order of that Board ; that. 
ſo he might, under that Form, preſent them to the Com- 
pany This Order of Council ſet forth : | 

HAT his Majeſty had taken into his princely Conſi- 
deration the diſtreſſed State of the Colony of Virginia, oc- 
caſioned, as it ſeemed, by the ill Government of the Com- 
pany: That this could not well be remedied, but N re- 
ducing the Government into fewer Hands, near the Num- 
der of thoſe, that were, in the firſt Patent, appointed: That 
therein- eſpecial Proviſion ſhould be made, for continuing 
and preſerving the Intereſts of all Adventurers and private 

erſons whatſoever : That his Majeſty had therefore re- 
ſolved, by a new Charter, to appoint a Governor and twelve 
Aſſiſtants, 
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Aſſiſtants, to be reſident in England, to whom ſhould be 
committed the Government of the Company and Colony: 


and choſen, for the firſt time, by his Majeſty; and that 
their Election afterwards ſhould be in the following Manner, 
viz. the Aſſiſtants ſhould preſent the Names of three to his 
Majeſty, of whom he ſhould nominate one, to be Gover- 
nor; and the Aſſiſtants themſelves ſhould be choſen, by the 
major Part of their own Body for the time being, the Names 
of thoſe to be choſen being firſt preſented to the King, or 
the Council Board, to be allowed of, or diſallowed, by his 
Majeſty ; and that the Governor, and fix of the Afliſtants, 
ſhould be changed, once in two Years: That there ſhould 
alſo be reſident in Virginia, a Governor and twelve Aſſiſ- 
tants, to be nominated by the Governor and Aſſiſtants in 
England, they firſt preſenting their Names to his Majeſty, 
or the Council Board, for their Allowance or Diſallowance 
of the ſame: And that, as the Governor and Aſſiſtants, re- 
fident in Virginia, ſhould have Relation and Dependence on 
the Governor and Aſſiſtants in England, fo the Governor 
and Aſſiſtants in England, ſhould have Relation and Depen- 
dence upon the Council Board, that ſo all Matters of Im- 

ortance might thereby be under his Majeſty's immediate 
Direction at that Board: And that his Majeſty further pur- 
poſed, to make the like Grants, as well of Lands, as of o- 
ther Franchiſes and Benefits, as had been granted in the for- 
mer Charters ; with Declaration, that for ſettling and eſta- 
bliſhing all private Intereſts, this new Company ſhould con- 
firm, or grant anew to all Perſons, the like Intereſts, as they 
enjoyed by the Grant, Order, or Allowance of the former 
Company. And therefore, the Deputy and the reſt were, 
by their Lordſhips, required, to aſſemble a Court forthwith, 
to reſolve, whether the Company would ſubmit, and ſur- 
render their former Charters, and be content to accept a new 
one, with the aforeſaid Alterations; and they were com- 
manded to return their Anſwer, with all Expedition; his 
Majeſty being determined, in Default of ſuch Submiſſion, 


to proceed for recalling their former Charters, in ſuch Sort, 


as to him ſhould ſeem juſt and meet. 

THis Order of Council fo ſtruck and amazed the Com- 
pany, that, as if they diſtruſted their own Ears, they cauſed 
it to be read over three ſeveral Times; and after that, no 
Man, for a long while, ſpoke a Word to it. Howevery 
eight of the Faction of Twenty-ſix, being preſent with Sir 
Samuel Argall at their Head, moved the Company, in Con- 
formity to their Lordſhips Order, to make an immediate 
Surrender of their Charters ; but far the major Part 5 L. 

our 
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Aſſiſtants, to be reſident in England, to whom ſhould be 


SS committed the Government of the Company and Colony: 


That the ſaid Governor and Aſſiſtants ſhould be nominated 
and choſcn, for the firſt time, by his Majcſty ; and that 
their Election afterwards ſhould be in the following Ma anner, 
viz. the Afliſtants ſhould preſent the Names of three to his 
Majeſty, of whom he ſhould nominate one, to be Gover. 
nor; and the Affiſtants themſelves ſhould be choſen, by the 
major Part of their own Body for the time being, the Names 
of thoſe to be choſen being firſt preſented to the King, or 
the Council Board, to be allowed of, or diſallou ed, by his 
Majcſty ; and that the Governor, and tix of the Aſliſtants, 
ſhould be changed, once in two Years : That there ſhould 
alſo be reſident in Viginia, a Governor and twelve Aſſiſ- 
tants, to be nominated by the Governor and Aſſiſtants in 
England, they fuſt preſenting their Names to his Majcſty, 
or the Ceuncil Board, for their Allowance or Diſallowaice 
of the ſame: And that, as the Governor and Aſſiſtants, re- 
fident in Virginia, ſhould have Relition and Dependence on 
the Governor and Aſſiſtants in England, fo the Governor 
and Aſliſtants in England, ſhould have Relation and Depen- 
dence upon the Council Board, that ſo all Matters of Im- 

ortance might thereby be under his Mi. ajefty' s immediate 
PircQion at that Board : And that his Majeſty further pur- 
poſed, to make the like Grants, as well of Lands, as of o- 
ther Franchiſes and Benchts, as had been granted in the for- 
mer Charters ; with Declaration, that for ſettling and eſta- 
bliſhing all private Intcreits, this new Company ſhould con- 
firm, or grant ancv to all Perſons, the like Intereits, as they 
enjoyed by the Grant, Order, or Allowance of the former 
Company. And therefore; the Deputy and the reſt were, 
by their Lordſhips, required, to allemble a Court forthwith, 
to reſolve, whether the Company would ſubmit, and ſur- 
render their former Charters, and be content to gccept a new 
one, with the aforcſaid Alteritions ; and they were com- 
manded to return their Anſwer, with all Expedition, his 
Majeſty being determined, in Deſault of ſuch Submiſſion, 
to procecd for recalling their former Charters, in ſuch Sott, 
as to him ſhould ſeem juſt and meet. 

THIS Order of Council fo truck and amazed the Com- 
pany, that, as if they diſtruſted their own Ears, they cauſed 
it to be read over three feveral Times; and after that, no 
Man, for a long while, ſpoke 2 Word to it. However, 

cizht of the Faction of Twenty-fix, being preſent with dir 
Samuel Argall at their Head, moved the Comp: ny, in Con- 
ſormity to their Lordſhips Order, to make an immediate 

Surrender of their Charteis; 3 but far the major Part of the 
Court, 
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Court, to the Number of an hundred and twelve Perſons, 
declared reſolutely againſt it. They ſaid, it was a Matter 
of ſuch Weight and Conſequence, that they thought them- 
ſelves to have no Power to give an Anſwer to it, in that 
ordinary Court. For ſuch Courts were; by their Charters, 
only permitted, to treat of caſual and particular Occurren- 
ces of leſs Conſequence; but all weighty Affairs, and par- 
ticularly all things relating to Government, were reſtrained, 
the preciſe Words of their Letters- patent, to Quarter 
ourts only. Wherefore, whilft their preſent Patents were 
in Force, that ordinary Court had no Authority, to deter- 
mine ſuch a Matter as this, being of the higheſt and moſt 
important Nature, that had ever been propounded to them. 
To which it was added, that, in Obedience to their Char- 
ters, they had never taken to themſelves the Liberty, to 
diſpoſe of fo much as a ſingle Share of Land, but in their 
Quarter Court ; and they conceived themſelves much more, 
even in Conſcience, bound, not to betray their "Truſt, and 
ſo ſuddenly paſs away all the Rights of themſelves and the 
reſt of their numerous Society, and of all the Planters in 
Virginia alſo, who were equally intereſted with them in 
their Letters- patent. They therefore beſought their Lord- 
ſhips, that their Anſwer might, upon theſe juſt Grounds, 
be reſpited till the Quarter Court; which, being the 19th 
of November, was not far off; and againſt then, they ſhould 
have Leiſure to conſider well of fo weighty a Propoſition: 
And to this End, they ordered a very large and particular 
Summons to be given to all the Adventurers, againſt that 
Day ; and that their Officers ſhould give them eſpecial No- 
tice of the Bufinieſs, then to be treated; and deſire them, 
in the Company's Name, not to fail to be preſent ; which 
if they did, they would be without Excuſe, and would have 
no Mather of Pretence, to complain afterwards. 

Trn1s Anſwer, however conſonant to both Law and 
Reaſon, gave no Satisfaction to thE Lords of the Privy 
Council; who, by another Act of their Board, dated the 
15th of the ſame Month of October, declared it to be merely 
delatory. Wherefore, as his Majeſty expected a ſpeedy 
Account of their Proceedings in that Bufincſs, and as it did 
likewiſe, in itſelf, require all Expedition, in Regard of the 
Importance and Conſequence thereof (which; by the bye, 
was an odd Reaſon for being haſty) they ordeted, and ex- 


+ 


preſly charged, the Deputy and the reſt, to aſſemble them- 
ſelves again immediately, and on the Monday following, 
being the 20th of the ſaid Month; to deliver a clear, direct, 
and final Anſwer to that, which had been before propound- 
ed, and was that Day A 4 unto chem viz, Whether 
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1623. the Company would be content, to ſubmit and ſurrender 
L— their former Charters, and to accept a new one, with the 
Sir Francis Alterations, mentioned in the aforefaid Act of Council. 
3 So- And the Deputy was likewiſe commanded, to propound 
the Queſtion to the Company, in thoſe clear and preciſe 
Ferms, in which it was then delivered. 
IN Obedience to this Order of the Privy Council, Mr, 
Farrar called an . Court; at which, by rea- 
ſon of the Shortneſs of the Warning, there were only ſe. 
venty Perſons preſent. And having propoſed the Queſtion 
to them, in the expreſs Terms, preſcribed in the Act of 1 
Council, nine Voices only were for ſubmitting, Sir Thomas 
Iroth being added to the former eight. But all the ref 
being ſtrenuouſly againſt the Surrendry of their Charters, 
an Anſwer was accordingly returned to their Lordſhips. 
THESE Proceedings, which {truck plainly at the Root b 
and Foundation of all the Rights and Franchiſes of both , 
the Company and Colony, made a great Noiſe, and natu- 0 
rally gave the Alarm to all ſuch, as were any way deeply, ; 
or immediately, engaged im the Action. Some Ships there- f 
fore, which were preparing to fail, were ſtopped, till the Wl 4 
Iſſue and Intent of theſe Acts of Power were farther ſeen c 
into and underſtood. But the Lords of the Council, being 0 
appriſed of this ill Conſequence, made another Order of p 
their Board, on the 20th of October, importing: That their Wl 1 
a 
tt 
a] 
0f 
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la 
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Lordſhips were that Day informed, there was ſo great a 
Diſcouragement among many of the Virginia Adventurers, 
on Account of the intended Reformation and Change of 
; the Government, as rendered them fearful to proſecute their 
Adventures ; ſo that it would probably occaſion ſome Stop 
to thoſe Ships, which were then ready freighted, and bound 
| to that Country. That, altho' their Lordſhips much mar- 
a : velled, that any Man ſhould ſo far miſtake their Meaning 
| conſidering the Declarations, that had been made at that he 
Board, viva voce, as alſo by an Act of Council, and other. th 
wiſe, yet for the better ſatisfying. of thoſe, who, through Wl ba 
their own Error, or the falſe Suggeſtions of others, had con- th 
ceived any fuch Fear or Diſcouragement, they thereby -A 
gain declared, that there was no other Intention, than all 
merely and only the Reformation and Change of the preſent C. 
Government; whereof his Majeſty_had ſeen ſo many bad at 
Effects, as would endanger the whole Plantation, if it was WW fif 
not corrected and amended : That nevertheleſs, for ſo much WM A; 
as concerned the private Intereſt of every Man, his Ma- fe: 
jeſty's Royal Care was fuch, that no Man ſhould receive WW as 
any Prejudice in his Property, but ſhould have his Eſtate W + 
fully and wholly conſerved to him, and if any thing was 
| tou 
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prehend any ſuch Fears or Inconveniencies, but contrariwiſe 
chearfully proceed. It was therefore ordered by their Lord- 
ſhips, and thought fit to be publiſhed to the Company, that 
it was his Majefty's abſolute Command, that the Ships, then 
intended for Virginia, and in ſome Readineſs to go, ſhould 
be forthwith diſpathced away, for the Relief of the Colony 
and Good of the Plantation, without any farther Hindrance 
or Stop. - 1 5 | 

WI Ar were the Proceedings of the Commiſſioners all 
this while, I cannot tell; nor whether his Majeſty found 
ſufficient Matter, as he thought, from their Reports, to 
ſuppreſs the Company, and revoke their Charters. . But the 
better to fortify this Deſign, and to raiſe Matter of Com- 
plaint and Accuſation, the Lords of the Privy Council, on 
the 24th of October, appointed 7ohn Harvey, Eſq; (aſter- 
wards well known; as Govetnor of Virginia, by the Title 
of Sir Jahn Harvey) * Pory, (formerly Secretary, and a 
noted Tool of the 
bamuel Matthews, and John Jefferſon, Gentlemen, to be 
their Commiſſioners, to make particular and diligent En- 
quiry, touching divers Matters, which concerned the State 
of the Colony of Virginia. And that they might the better 
perform the Orders they had received, and diſcharge the 
Truſt committed to them, their Lordſhips ſtrictly willed 
and required the Governor and Council here, to yield them 
their beſt Aid and Aſſiſtance, upon all Occaſions, and in 
all Matters, wherein they ſhould find Cauſe to make Uſe 
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* of the fame. The three Acts of Council alſo, juſt before 
? Wl recited, were committed to Mr. Pory, and particularly the 
dn, to be publiſhed in ſuch Places in Virginia, as he ſhould 
judge fit, for the Quieting and Satisfaction of the Inhabt- 
2» Wl tants here. Captain Harvey indeed and Mr. Pory ſeem, to 
it Bi have been the moſt active, and moſt depended upon, in 
„ Wi this Buſineſs ; and therefore Captain Smith, who had pro- 
h Bl bably never ſeen their Commiſſion, and knew nothing of 
the others, only mentions two; as ſent upon this Errand, 
As for Mr. Fefferſon, he never appeared in it, but ſeems 
4 all along a hearty Friend to the Company, and their preſent 
N 


Conſtitution and Government. Beſides, he was preſent 
ad at their Courts in England, at ſuch times, as were incon- 
ſiſtent with his proſecuting that Commiſſion in Virginia. 
ch And Captain Matthews expreſly joins with the General Aſ- 
| ſembly, in their Oppoſite Repreſentations to his Majeſty, 
ve will be hereafter related. | 
ac THinGs being laid in this Train, ſoon aſter, on the 
och of November, Mr. Deputy-Treaſurer Farrar, and di- 
2 ved 
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vers others of the Company, were ſerved with a Proceſs of 
Quo Warrant out of the King's Bench; to ſhew, by what 
Authority, they claimed to be a Body corporate, and to 
have and enjoy thoſe Liberties and Privileges, which th 
did. The Company chearfully acknowledged this to be 4 
fair and legal Manner of proceeding ; and they deſired the 
Defendants, to take eſpecial Care of the Buſincſs, as being 
the Company's Cauſe, altho? proſecuted in particular Names; 
and as their Charter was called in Queſtion by it, which, 
they conceived, was therefore to be pleaded. * As for the 
Charge of this Suit (which, it was judged, would be very 
great) it was agreed, that it ſhould be borne by the Com- 
pany's general Stock. Wherefore it was unanimouſly or- 
dered, that whatever Diſburſements ſhould be made by the 
Defendants, or others, in the Proceſs of the Suit (provis 
ded, it were for the Company's Cauſe and Defence, and 
not for Matters, that in the Iſſue would fall upon particu- 
lar Perſons, or their N they ſhould all be duly re- 

aid, and made good by the Company. But the entertain- 
ing Counſel and Attornies was wholly left and entruſted te 
the Choice and Care of the Defendants. 

Bu r for this Cauſe, ſince another Courſe had been taken 
to bring the Buſineſs to a legal Trial, by the Attorney Ge- 
neral's proſecuting a Que Warranto againſt the Company, 
they refuſed, at their Quarter Court on the 19th of Noven- 
der, to enter into any Conſideration about the Matter. But 
that Court, with a general Unanimity, (ſeven only diſſent- 
ing) ſolemnly ratified and confirmed all the Proceedings of 
the former Cour, which had refuſed to ſurrender up their 
Charters. And for the better Management of ſo weighty an 
Affair, which would require often and ſerious Conſultation, 
a Grand Committee was appointed, to direct all Matten 
appertaining thereto ; and the Deputy had Authority given 
him, at all times to call them together, vr ſuch a Part of 


them, as he ſhould think proper. And that the Company 


might be the better enabled to prepare their Proofs, and 
make good their Defence, a Petition was ordered to be de- 


| livered to the Lords of the Privy Council, for reſtoring their 


Books and Writings ; which had now, for fome time, been 
in theirs and the Commiſſioners Hands. But Mr. Ping 


ſaid, let them make as many Petitions as they pleaſe, they 


ſhould as ſoon have an Halter, as have their Writings 3 
which gave ſuch univerſal and juſt Offence, that Compl.fnt 
was made thereof to the Lords of the Council. But I do 
not find, that any Right was done them, for fo atrocious 
an Inſult and 1 on the Court, or that they ever 41 


Fp© wazds recovered their Records. 
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Bur ſoon after, on the 8th of December, the more to 
perplex and diſcourage the Company, and to oppreſs thoſe | 
fivate Members, who were Defendants in this Suit, Alder- , Francs 


man Johnſon, with others of his Faction, preſented a Pe- 
tion to the Lords of the Privy Council, fignifying ; 
That they had always been, and ſtill were ready, according 
to his Majeſty's expreſs Will and Pleaſure, to render up 
their Charters to his Majeſty's Difpoſal : But foraſmuch ag 
Mr. Nicholas Farrar, and ſome others, withſtood the Sur- 
rendry, and the better to free themſelves from the Charge 
of the Suit, and to enable them to oppoſe his Majeſty, 
they had lately made an Order of their Court, that the 
Expence of defending that Cauſe ſhould be borne by the 
Company's publick Stock ; they therefore humbly prayed, 
that it might be ordered by their Lordſhips, that the Charge 
of thoſe Suits ſhould be borne by the Defendants them- 
ſelves, and no Part by the Company's publick Stock, nor 
by the Goods of any of the Adventurers or Planters, that 
ſhewed themſelves conformable to his Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
And they further beſought their Lordſhips, to order, for 
better Aſſurance in this Point, that all ſuch Goods, as 
ſhould thereafter be imported for the General Company, 
ſhould be ſequeſtered in the Cuſtom Houſe, till their Lord- 
ſhips farther Order, for diſpoſing thereof to the Uſe and 
Bene fit of the Plantation, ; 

THis laſt Clauſe was purpoſely aimed and deſigned, 
to deprive the Deputy and his Brother, with ſome others, 
to whom the Company had made over all ſuch Goods, as 
Security for conſiderable Sums of Money, now due ta 
them) of eyer having it in their Power, to get their ſaid 
Debts. Their Lordſhips therefore, being appriſed of this, 
would not concur with the Alderman in a Deſign, ſo plain» 
3 fraudulent and iniquitous. However, they as an 

rder of their Board, that all they, who were queſtioned 
by the Quo Harras, ſhauld make their Defence, at their 


own private Charge, without any Help or Expence from 


the publick Stock; and that ſuch, as were willing to ſur- 
render their Charters, ſhould be diſcharged from all Con- 
tribution towards the Expence of the ſaid Suit, both in 
their Perſons and Eftates. And this perhaps will be thought 
ſufficiently hard and oppreflive, But however, conſiderin 
the noble Fortunes and generous Diſpoſitions of the Earl 
Sruthampton and many others of the Company, who entire- 
ly agreed to, and abetted the Proceedings of the Courts 
an] Deputy, the Expc--+ was, in all Probability, made 
very eaſy, and did not fau upon the Defendants ſa heavi- 
ly, as was hereby deſigned, 4 1 cannot here forbear re- 
3 
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1623. marking the Generoſity and publick Spirit of the Deputy, 
ad other Merchants and Citizens. For the Noblemen, 
— Francis and other Gentlemen of capital Fortune and Figure, were 
3 do not returned out of the Country, when the Qu ar- 

ranto was iſſued ; ſo that it was ſerved entirely upon Mer- 

chants and Citizens, who neverthcleſs bravely undertook 

the Defence of the Company, at the Riſk of their own 
Fortunes. And this was the more gneritorious then, as 

the Rights of the Crown, and the Liberties of the Subject, 

were not ſo well limited and underſtood at that time, as 

they now are; but the little Finger of Regal Power was 

ſuppoſed two heavy, for the Loins of any private Man to 

bear. To which may be added, that Acts of Power, at 

that Juncture, ran very high, and were plainly attempted 

to be carried {till higher; and the Deputy and Company 

had no Reaſon to expect any Favour, but had found from 

manifold Experience, that all Advantages, even beyond 

what was ſtrictly fair and legal, would be taken againſt them. 

IT will alfo doubtleſs ſeem ſtrange to many Perſons, that 

the Privy Council ſhould aſſume to themſelves ſuch a Ju- 

dicature, as thus arbitrarily to diſpoſe of Men's Fortunes, 

and load a few private Perſons with the Expence of defend- 

ing the publick Cauſe of the Company, even againſt the 
Company's Will and Defire. But to clear this Point, it 

| muſt be known, that the Privy Council of that time al- 

ſumed a moſt extraordinary Power and Juriſdiction, and 

4 were plainly drawing into their Hands all the Parts of Go- 
j vernment z or perhaps to ſpeak more properly, the King, 
f through them, was endeavouring to draw them into his 
own Hands. And this, as I take it, was the Occaſion of 
2 (great and very dangerous Error in the Conſtitution of this 
q Colony. ' For as our Council was ſettled and conſtituted at 
the Time, that the Privy Council's Authority was ſtrained 
to ſuch a Height, there was perhaps too great a Power al- 
ſigned to them. I ſpeak freely, and 5 hope, without Of- 
fence ; for what I mean, is ſimply this: Our Council act 
in a double Capacity: Firſt, as his Majeſty's Council of 
State, from which all Acts of Power and Government iſſue; 
and fecondly, as the ſupreme Judicature of the Colony, 
and the laſt Interpreters of Law. Now, if the Council 
ſhould exert any Act of Power againſt a Man, and he ſhould 
appeal from it, the Cauſe muſt be brought before the ſame 
Perſons again in the General Court, who would be natu- 
rally led to ſupport their own Act. But in England, the 
Cale is quite different. For ſhouly the Privy Council ex- 
erciſe any Act of Power upon the Subject there, he may 
appeal from them, to the Courts in WYe/tmin/ter- my ; 
| where 
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where the Cauſe muſt be determined by the Law, which is 1623: 
always impartial and unbiaſted. So that all Acts of Power | 
there, are expoſed to an immediate and ſevere Check from — 8 3 
the Law. And indeed this is the great Beauty and Strength 32 
of all free Conſtitutions of Government, to have all their 
Parts, but moſt eſpecially the higheſt and moſt dangerous 
to Liberty, continually under the Check and Coercion of 
the Law. But if we conſider the many Infirmities of hu- 
man Nature and Contingencies of human Governments, 
the Charms and Allurements of Ambition and the ſtrange 
graſping and inſatiable Nature of Power, the natural Pride 
and Peremptorineſs of Men in Authority, their falſe Shame 
of owning themſelves in the Wrong, and Proneneſs to de- 
fend and perſiſt in their Errors, together with the natural 
and perpetual Conteſt between Liberty and Power, this 
muſt, I think, be acknowledged, to be a very great and 
material Defect in our Conſtitution. It is true, there are 
not perhaps any great Inconveniences felt from this at pre- 
ſent, at leaſt that I know of ; which I ſpeak not, with In- 
tent to flatter our preſent Government or Governors: Fer 1 
I flatter no Man. But however, altho' the Sword did not k 
actually fall upon the Sicilian Sycophant, yet no Perſon, I $4 
believe, would chuſe to be in his Situation, and have a 
Sword perpetually hanging over his Head by a Hair. Who- 
ever therefore ſhould contrive and effet an Alteration in 
this dangerous Point, he ſhould have my Suffrage for a Sta- | 
tue, or any other, the moſt honourable, or moſt bencficial 15 
Reward, for ſo ſignal a Service to the Country. But to 1 
return from this Digreſſion. | | 
BesiDEs the Petition, formerly recited, Alderman ; 
Johnſon, being much galled by the Company's home An- 
ſwers and Expoſure of his and Sir Thomas Smith's Con- N 
duct, drew up another Writing, under the "Title of; A ; 
Declaration of the proſperous Eſiate of the Colony, during , 
Sir Thomgs Smith's Time of Government, In this, ſubſcribed 1 
by himſelf, Sir Samuel Argall, and Mr. rote, he ſaid: 
That notwithſtanding the many diſaſtroug Accidents, to 0 
which Enterpriſes of that Nature, eſpecially in their In- 5 
fancy, are ſubject, yet it pleaſed God, ſq to bleſs their La- 4 
bours and Endeavours, who were then employed, that in 7 
the firſt twelve Years, during all which Time Sir Thomas 
Smith was "Treaſurer and Governor of the Company, with . 
the Expence of ſeventy thouſand Pounds, or thereabouts, 
brought in for the moſt part by voluntary Adventurers, be- 
ing a great many of them Sir Thomas's near Friends and 
Relations, and for his Sake joining in the Buſineſs, and 1 
with the Help and Uſe of a very few of his Majeſty's Sub- 9 
| & 4 jects, 9 
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jects, and thoſe moſtly People of the meaneſt Rank, a large 


and very ſpacious Part of the Country was fully diſcover. 
ed; the Coaſts, Havens, Ports, Creeks, and Rivers thereof 
perfectly known ; the molt commodious Places of Strength, 
and for Conveniency of Habitation, ſelected and made 
Choice of ; thoſe Places partly recovered, or procured from 
the Savages, and partly with infinite Labour, being gene- 
rally overſpread with Wood, cleared, encloſed, and culti- 
vated ; many Houſes, Barns, and Forts built; Churches, 
Bridges, and Storchouſcs, with all other publick and ne- 
ceſlary Works, erccted; not leſs, as he judges, than a 
thouſand Engliſh, when Sir Thomas Smith left the Govern- 
ment, being there inhabiting, with Plenty of Corn, Cattle, 
Swine, Poultry, and other good Proviſions, to feed and 
nouriſh them: That there was a competent Number of 
able and ſufficient Miniſters, to inſtruct them; worthy and 
expert Commanders, Captains, and Officers, to direct and 

overn them; and Store of Arms and Ammunition, to de- 
fend them: "That divers Staple Commodities, beſides To- 
bacco, were found out, at the preſent to encourage, and 
in proceſs of time to enrich them; Barks, Pinnaces, Shal- 


| lops, Barges, and Boats, built in the 3 the better 


to accommodate and ſecure them: That the Natives were 
in ſo awful a League and Amity with them, that many of 
thoſe Heathens voluntarily yielded themſelves Subjects and 
Servants to our moſt gracious Sovercign ; and priding them- 
ſelves in that Title, paid, together with moſt of the reſt, a 
Yearly Contribution of Corn, for Suſtentation of the Co- 
lony ; and they were kept in ſuch good Reſpect and Corre- 
ſpondency, that they became mutually .helpful and profita- 
ble, each to other : "That to this Growth of Perfection 
was that Plantation advanced, even in the firſt twelve 
Years; the Affairs thereof being, with great Unanimity, 
Moderation, Integrity, and Judgment, chiefly directed by 
Sir Thomas Smith ; and the Accompts of Monies, received 
and diſburſed, being audited upon Oath, by Men of Credit 
and Reputation, without all Exception. 

TRE Commiſſioners were {till fitting ; and the Com- 
pany, being wearied with long waiting for the Iſſue of 
their Labours, appointed their Grand Committee, to preſs 
them to make ſome Report to the Lords of the Council, 
what they had dune in the ſeveral Affairs, brought before 
them by the Company and their Opponents. For they 
ſaid, they greatly depended, that the Fairneſs and Upright- 
neſs of their Proceedings would be thence manifefted to 
all the World. And they were likewiſe entreated, to re- 
quire Sir Thomas Smith, either to ſhew ſufficient 3 

way 
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why he ſhould not pay the eight hundred Pounds, found 


ſame, as the Company was now in great Want of Money. 
But I cannot diſcover, that the Commiſſioners, who were, 


properly ſpeaking, a Committee of Secrecy, ever did any 


thing in either of theſe Points. 
WIUIISsIT Things were in this Poſture in England, the 
Colony in Virginia had recovered a tolerably eaſy and com- 
fortable State of their Affairs. Their Health, which had 
been much affected by the Famine, and by the Hardſhips 
and Inconveniences, they underwent by being driven from 
their Habitations, was now well reſtored ; and the Famine 
itſelf entirely relieved by a plentiful Crop of Corn. Having 
likewiſe, by pretending Peace and Friendſhip, come to the 
Knowledge of the [:4:ans principal Places of Reſidence, they 
had cut up and deftroyed their Corn, when it was too late 
for them to have another Crop; and by a ſucceſsful Attack, 
they had ſlain a great Number of them, among whom were 
ſome of their Kings, and ſeveral of their greateſt War- 
Captains and Commanders ; of which Opechancanough was 
hoped to be one. For the Stratagem was chiefly aimed at 
him, and things, as they thought, ſo well laid, that he 
could ſcarce poſſibly eſcape the Snare. The Governor 
alſo went himſelf, this Year, in Perſon into *Patawmack 
River, and took a full Revenge upon the Paſcoticons, wha 
had ſlain Captain Spilman ; putting many to the Sword, 
and burning their Houſes, with a prodigious Quantity of 
Corn, which they had conveyed into the Woods, and the 
Engliſh were not able to bring to their Boats. And he 


iſſued Commiſſions to Captain William Pierce, Captain of 


his Guard and Lieutenant-Governor of James-City, to go 
againſt the Chickahominites ; to Captain Nathaniel Meſt, to 
go againſt the — —— and the Taux-Mhanobes; to 
Captain Samuel Matthews, againſt the Taux-Poꝛobatans ; 
and to Captain William Tucker, Commander of Kicquotan and 
thoſe lower Parts of the Country, to go againſt the Nand- 
famonds and Warraſqueakes ; all which Parties fell upon 
them the very ſame Day, the 23d of Fuly, with vaſt Spoil 
to their Corn and Habitations, and no ſmall Slaughter. 
And a Week after, Captain Mad4iſon marched againſt the 
great /yangkes, and Captain Tucker made a ſecond Expedi- 
tion to Nandſamand. 

Burr in the Midſt of theſe Tumults and Alarms, the 


Muſes were not filent. For at this time, Mr. George San- 


dys, the Company's Treaſurer of Virginia, made his Tranſ- 


lation of Quid's Metamorphoſes, a very laudable 8 
N r 
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againſt him on the firſt two Heads of Exception againſt his 


Accounts; or elſe, that he might be compelled to pay the 15 3 


ncis 
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for the Times. In his Dedication of that Piece to Ki 


A Charles I. he tells him, that it was limned by that imper: 
Sir Francis fect Light, which was ſnatched from the Hours of Night 


at, 


vernor. 


1624. 


and Repoſe. For the Day was not his own, but dedicated 


to the Service of his Father and himſelf; and had that Ser- 
vice proved as fortunate, as it was faithful, in him, as well 
as others more worthy, they had hoped, before the Revo- 
lution of many Years, to have preſented his Majeſty with 
a rich and well-peopled Kingdom. But as things had turn- 


ed, he had only been able to bring from thence himſelf 


and that Compoſition, which needed more than a ſingle 
Denization. For it was doubly a Stranger, being ſprung 
from an ancient Roman Stock, and bred up in the new 
World, of the Rudeneſs whereof it could not but partici- 
pate; eſpecially as it was produced among Wars and Tu. 
mults ; inſtead of under the kindly and peaceful Influences 
of the Muſes. | | 

THe Beginning of the next Year 1624, Captain Har- 
vey and Mr. Pory arrived, as Commiſſioners from the Privy 
Council; and- the 26th of January, Warrants were iſſued 
for ſummoning a General Aſſembly. However this Aſſem- 
bly was not called, at the Commiſſioners Motion or Re- 
queſt, For they kept their Commiſſion ſecret from the 
Colony, and did every thing, they could, to conceal their 
Powers and Deſigns. The King alfo and the Privy Council 
had, the laſt Year, given very ſtrict and menacing Orders 


to the Company, and to all private Adventurers, to write 


nothing to Virginia, concerning the Differences, then ſub- 
fiſting among them; becauſe, as they ſaid, it would give 
great Diſcouragement to the Plantersp and bring Prejudice 
to the Colony. To this End, the Privy Council had often 
peruſed, and angrily returned, the Company's generul Let- 
ters, before they could be formed entirely to their Liking 3 
and they had taken all Methods, to intercept and prevent 
any Accounts going from private Hands. But notwith- 
ſtanding theſe Precautions, the Colony was, by this time, 
well informed, of what had paſſed in England; and Copics 
ef the ſeveral Writings had been ſent over to them eſpe- 
cially of Alderman 7ohnfon's Declaration of the proſperous 
Eſtate of the Colony, during Sir Thomas Smith's Govern- 
ment, and of Captain Butler's Information to his Majeſty. 
For thoſe Papers related more particularly to them, as be- 
ing upon the Spot, and therefore the beſt Judges of the 
Truth or Falſhood of the ſeveral Matters, therein alledged. 
Wherefore, when the General Aſſembly met, which was 
the 14th of February, the firſt thing, they entered upon, 
was the Conſideration of thoſe two Pieces; and by the __ 
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of the ſame Month, they had drawn up Anſwers to them, 
Their Anſwer to the Alderman's Declaration ſet forth: 


THAT holding it a Sin againſt God and their own Suf- 1 2 


ferings, to permit the World to be abuſed with falſe Reports, ry. 


and to give to Vice the Reward of Virtue, They, in the 
Name of the whole Colony of Virginia, in their General 
Aſſembly met, many of them having been Eye-witneſſes 
and Sufferers in thoſe Times, had framed, out of their 
Duty to. the Country, and Love to Truth, the following 
Anſwer to the Praiſes given to Sir Thomas Smith's Govern- 
ment, in the ſaid Declaration. 

THEY averred, that, in thoſe twelve Years of Sir The- 
mas Smith's Government, the Colony for the moſt part, 
remained in great Want and Miſery, under moſt ſevere 
and cruel Laws, which were ſent over in Print, and were 
contrary to the expreſs Letter of the King's moſt gracious 
Charters, and as mercileſly executed here, oftentimes with- 
out Trial or Judgment: That the Allowance for a Man, 
in thoſe Times, was only eight Ounces of Meal and halt a 
Pint of Peaſe a Day, both the one and the other being 
moldy, rotten, full of Cobwebbs and Maggots, loathſome 
to Man, and not fit for Beaſts ; which forced many to fly 
to the Savage Enemy for Relief, who, being again taken, 
were put to ſundry Kinds of Death, by hanging, ſhooting, 
breaking upon the Wheel, and the like: That others were 
forced, by Famine, to filch for their Bellies ; of whom one, 
for ſtealing two or three Pints of Oatmeal, had a Bodkin 
thruſt through his Tongue, and was chained to a Tree, 
till he ſtarved : That if a Man, through Sickneſs, had not 
been able to work, «he had no Allowance at all, and ſo con- 
ſequently periſhed : That many through theſe Extremi- 
ties, dug Holes in the Earth, and there hid themſelves, till 
they famiſhed : That they could not, for thoſe their Miſe- 
ries, blame their Commanders here ; for their Suſtenance 
was to come from England, and had they given them bet- 
ter Allowance, they muft have periſhed in general: That 


their Scarcity ſometimes was ſo lamentable, that they were 


conſtrained to cat Dogs, Cats, Rats, Snakes, Toadſtools, 
Horſe-hides, and what not? That one Man, out of the 
Miſery he endured, killed his Wife, and powdered her up 
to eat; for which he was burnt: "That many others fed 
on the Corpſes of dead Men; and that one, who, through 
Cuſtom, had got an inſatiable Appetite to that Food, could 
not be reſtrained, till he was executed for it: And. that, 
indeed, ſo miſerable was their State, that the happieſt 

y, many ever hoped to fee, was, when the Indians 


had killed a Mare; the People wiſhing, as ſhe was boil- 
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ing, that Sir Thomas Smith was upon her Back in the 
Kettle. | 
AND whereas it was affirmed, that very few of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects were loſt in thoſe Days, and thoſe Perſom 
of the meancſt Rank, they replied ; that for one, that then 
died, five had periſhed in Sir Thomas Smith's Times, many 
being of ancient Houſes, and born to Eſtates of a thouſand 
Pounds a Year, ſome more, ſome leſs, who likewiſe periſh- 
ed by Famine : That thoſe, who ſurvived, and had in Ven- 
tures both their Eſtates and Perſons, were conſtrained to 
ſcrve the Colony ſeven or eight Years for their Freedom, 
and underwent as hard and as ſervile Labour, as the baſeſt 
Fellow, that was brought out of Newgate.: As for Dif- 
covery, they owned, that much had been diſcovered in 
thoſe twelve Years, but in the four or five laſt Years, much 
more than formerly: That the Houſes and Churches, then 
built, were ſo mean and poor by reaſon of theſe Calamities, 
that they could not ſtand above one or two Years ; the 
People going to work indeed, but out of the Bitterneſs of 
their Spirits, breathing execrable Curſes upon Sir T homas 
Smith ; neither could a Bleſſing from God be hoped for in 
thoſe. Buildings, which were founded upon the Blood of fo 
many Chriſtiuus: That the Towns were only Fames-City, 
Henrico, Charles Hundred, We/t and Shirley Hundred, and 
Ricguotan; all which were ruined in thoſe Times, except 
ten or twelve Houſes in ames-Town : That at that Preſcnt, 
there were four for every one then, and forty times ex- 
ceeding them in Goodneſs: That Fortifications there wero 
none againſt a foreign Enemy, and thoſe againſt the do- 
meſtick Foe very few and contemptible : That there was 
only one Bridge, which alſo decayed in that time : That 
if, through the aforeſaid Calamities, many had not perith- 
ed, there would doubtleſs have been 1 above a thou- 
ſand People in the Country, when Sir Thomas Smith leſt 
the Government; but they conceived, when Sir George 
Yeardley arrived Governor, he found not above four hun- 
dred, moſt of them in Want of Corn, and utterly deſti- 
tute of Cattle, Swine, Poultry, and other neceſſary Provi- 
ſions to nouriſh them: That there were ſome Minifters to 
inſtruct the People, whoſe Ability they would not tax, but 
divers of them had no Orders: That they were never over 
furniſhed with Arms, Powder and Ammunition ; yet that 
in Quality almoſt entirely uſeleſs: They acknowledge, 
that in thoſe times a Trial was made of divers Staple Com- 
modities, which they had not Means to proceed in; but 
they hoped, in time a better Progreſs would be made there» 


. 


in, and had it not bern for the Maſſacre, many by that 
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time would have been brought to Perfection: That for 1624. 
Boats, there was only one ſerviceable one left in the Colo- 5 9 
ny, at the End of that Government; for which one, be- — 4 N * 
fides four or five Ships and Barks, there were not then ſo we 6 og 
few as forty : That the Barks and Barges, then built, were 

in Number ſo few, and ſo unwillingly and weakly by the 

People effected, that in the ſame time they periſhed : That 

they never knew, that the Natives did voluntarily yield 
themſelves Subjects to the King, took any Pride in that 

Title, or paid any Contribution of Corn towards the Sup- 

port of the Colony ; neither could they, at any time, keep 

them in ſuch good Correſpondency, as to become mutually 

helpful to each other; but contrariwiſe, whatever was done, 
proceeded from Fear, and not Love, and their Corn was 

got by Trade or the Sword. 

AND now, to what a Growth of Perfection the Colony 

could arrive at the End of thoſe twelve Years, they left to 

be judged, by what had been faid ; and they beſought his 
Majeſty, rather than be reduced to live under the like Go- 
vernment again, that he would ſend Commiſſioners over to 

hang them. As to Alderman Johnſon, one of the Authors 

of that Declaration, they faid, he had great Reafon to com- 

mend Sir Thomas Smith, to whoſe Offences and Infamy he 

was ſo inſeparably linked. And all this they affirmed to be 

true by the general Report of the Country, which they 

never heard contradicted ; many of them alſo having been 
Eye-Witneſſes, or elſe reſident in the Country, when every 
Particular here reported, happened. 

THIS Declaration was ſigned by Sir Francis Fat, the | 
Governor; by George Sandys, Fohn Pot, John Pountis, Ro- | 
ger Smith, and Ralph Hamer, Eſqrs. of the Council ; and | 
by William Tucker, William Pierce, Ralegh Croſhaw, Sa- 
muel Matthews, Fabez Whitaker, and others, to the Num- 
ber of twenty four, of the Houſe of Burgeſſes. And this, 
I judge (or the Number of twenty five, which ſubſcribed 
the Anſwer to Captain Butler's Information) was nearly 
about the full Number of the Houſe of Burgeſſes at that 
time. For there were, three Years before, eleven Boroughs 
which had Right to ſend Members to the Aſſembly; and 
there might be, and undoubtedly were, a few others ſince 
added to them. Their Anſwer to Captain Butler's Infor- 
mation, ran in the following Manner. 
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Moft gracious Sovereign, | 1 
| HEREAS a Copy of an + ery preſented 1 
| to Your Majeſty by Captain Nathinicl Putier, en- 1 
d, The Unmaſking of Virginia, is come to our — 
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The HISTORY of VIRGINIA. Book V. 
and whereas the ſame is full of notorious Slanders and Falſhoods, 
proceeding from the Malice of his corrupt Heart, and abetied 
by private Enmity and publick Diviſion, which aim at the Sa- 
tisfattion of their particular Spleen, alths it be to the Subver. 
fron of this whole Colony; Wee, the Governer, Council, and 
Colony of Virginia, in our General Aſſembly; out of Zeal and 
Reſpect to Your Majeſty and this our Country, not to ſuffer 
Your ſacred Ears to be prophaned with falſe Suggeſtions, nor 
Your Royal Thoughts to be diverted from ſo hopeful a Plan- 
tation, which may add in time a principal Flower to Your 
Diadem, do, in all Humbleneſs, ſubmit this our Anſwer th 


Your Princely Survey, annexed to the ſeveral Untruths of the 
ſaid Informer. 


1. I found the Plantations generally ſeated, c. * 

THe Plantations, for the moſt Part, are high and plea- 
ſantly ſeated ; and the reſt not low, nor infeſted with Mar- 
ſhes, which, we wiſh, were more frequent. The Creeks 
are rather uſctul, than noiſome; and no Bogs have been 
ſeen here by any, that have lived twice as many Years, as 
he did Weeks, in the Country ; the Places which he fo 
miſcalls, being the richeſt Parts of the Earth, if we hada 
ſufhcient Force to clear their Woods, and to give the freſh 


Springs, which run through them, a free Paſſage. The 


Soil is generally rich, and reſtores our Truſt with Abun- 
dance ; the Air is ſweet, and the Clime healthful, all Cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, to Men of found Bodies and good 
Government. 

2. I found the Shores, e. 

In this he traduceth one of the goodlieſt Rivers in the 
habitable World, which runs for many Miles together within 
vpright Banks, till at length, enlarged with the Receipt of 
others, it beats on a ſandy Shore, and imitates the Sea in 
Greatneſs and Majeſty. It is approachable on both Sides, 
from half Flood to half Ebb, for Boats of good Burthen ; 
neither is there any River in the World of this Vaſtneſs, 
without Crancs or Wharfs, more commodious for landing. 
And it is equally contrary to Truth, that by wading we 
get violent Surteits of Cold, which never leave us, till wo 
are brought to our Graves. 

3. THE new People, ſent over, arriving for the moſt 
Part, Sc. 

Wx affirm, that the Winter is the only proper time for 
the Arrival of new Comers ; whereof the Governor and 
Council have often, by their Letters, informed the Com- 


* 7d. Captain Butler's Iaforn.aation, p. 268. 
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pany and the like Advice has been given to their Correſ- 1624. 
pondents, from time to time,. by private Planters, for their os ame 
Supply of Servants. As to Houſes of Entertainment, there — 3 
was a general Subſcription, amounting to an unexpected „ne 
Sum, and Workmen actually employed; to build a fair Inn ; 
in James City, and every principal Plantation had reſolved 
on the like, for the Entertainment of their new Supplies; 
when it pleaſed God; to puniſh our Crimes by the bloody 
Hands of the Indians, which obliged us to divert that Care 
to the Houſing ourſelves, many of us having been unfur- 
niſhed by that Diſaſter. But Buildings of late have every 
where encreaſed exceedingly z neither have new Comers any 
Reaſon to complain, when every Man's Houſe is, without 
Recompence, open to the Stranger, even to the diſaccom- 
modating ourſelves. So that we may with Modeſty boaſt, 
that no People in the World do exerciſe the like Hoſpita: 
lity. As for dying under Hedges (whereof there are none 
in Virginia) or lying unburied in the Woods, by reaſon of 
this Defect, it is utterly falſe. However, if ſuch things 
ſhould ſometimes be ſeen accidentally here, the like may, 
and often doth happen, in the moſt flouriſhing Countries of 
Europe, 

. Tu E Colony was; this Winter, in great Diſtreſs, c. 

T He Colony, that Winter, was in no Diſtreſs of Vic- 
tual, as the Accuſer well knoweth. For he bought Corn 
himſelf for eight Shillings a Buſhel, cheaper, as we hear, 
than it was then ſold in England. It is true, a ſucceeding 
Scarcity was feared. But what leſs could be expected, after 
ſuch a Maſſacre; when near half the Colony were driven 
from their Habitations in time of planting, others ſtreigh- 
tened in their Ground by receiving them, and, all interrupted 
in their Buſineſs by ſupporting a ſudden War? Engliſh 
Meal ſold, as he affirmeth, at thirty Shillings the Buthel, 
was only ſold for ten Pounds of Tobacco ; for which, in 
truck, we ordinarily receive under twelve Pence a Pound, 
real Value. And it is not to be ſuppoſed, that any of the 
Great ſhould affect Scarcity, in order to enrich themſclves 
by Trade. For Trade hath ever been free for us all ; nei- 
ther have they, who have brought in moſt Corn, ſold it 
out at unconſcionable Rates, but have often freely imparted 
it to the Neceſſity of others, without any other Advantage 
than Repayment. We agrce with that Prime-one, who 
wiſhed, that Corn might never be under eight Shillings a 
Buſhel ; meaning in Tobacco at three Shillings a Pound. 
For ſo there would be ſome Proportion between the Profit 
ef making the one and the other, and Corn would thereby 
be planted in greater Abundance. 
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THE1Rr Houſes are generally the worſt, &c. 


1624. i 
— Hon Houſes, for the moſt Part, are rather built for 


Sir Francs 


Nya fe » Go- 
Vernor, 


Uſe than Ornament; yet not a few for both, and fit to give 
Entertainment to Men of good Quality. If we may give 
Credit to thoſe, who are accounted the moſt faithful Re. 
laters of the /Ye/t-Indies, many Cities of great Rumour 


there, after threeſcore Years Progreſs, are not to be com. | 


pared in their Buildings to ours. And fo far are they from 


the meaneſt Cores in England, that many Towns there 


have hardly one Houſe in them, which exceedeth ours in 
Conveniency or Structure. The greateſt Diſparagement, 


that ſome of them received, proceeded from his Riots and 


laſcivious Filthineſs with lewd Women, purchaſed with Ri- 
als of Eight and Wedges of Gold, the Spoils of the dif- 
treſſed Spaniards in Bermudas; which, as we are informed 
by a Gentleman of good Credit, who eaſually ſurveyed his 
Inventory, did, with other Treaſures amount to diver 
Thouſands, As for the Interpoſition of Creeks, which 
Men are moſt defirous to ſeat upon, where we cannot go 
by Land, we have Boats and Canoes, for our fudden 'Tranf- 
port on any Occaſion. 

6. I found not the leaſt Piece of Fortification, &c. 

Wr have, as yet, no Fortifications againſt a foreign E- 
nemy, altho' it hath been endeavoured by the Company, 
with a Succeſs unanſwerable to their Care and Expence 
as alſo lately by ourſelves. But the Work, being inter- 
rupted by the Scarcity of laſt Summer, ſhall proceed again, 
God willing, with all convenient Expedition; and almoſt 
all our Houſes are ſufficiently fortified againft the Indians, 
with ſtrong Paliſadoes. His ry would not let him num- 
ber truly the Ordinance at James City; four Demi-Culve- 
Tins being there mounted, and all ſerviceable. At Flower- 
de- Hundred, he makes but one of fix ; neither was he ever 
there, but, according, to his Cuſtom, reporteth the unſeen 
as ſeen. The ſame Envy would not let him ſee the three 
Pieces at Newport's-News, and thoſe two at Eliſabeti-Cih. 
Two great Pieces there are at Charles Hundred, and ſeven 
at Henrico, Beſides which, ſeveral private Planters have 
ſince furniſhed themſelves with Ordinance. So that it were 
a deſperate Enterpriſe, and unlikely to be attempted by 2 
Man of his Spirit, to beat down our Houſes about our Ears, 
with a Bark of that Burthen. 

7. EXPECTING, according to their printed Books, Oe. 

THE time that this Informer came over, was in the 
Winter, after the Maſſacre; when thoſe Wounds were 
green, and the Earth deprived of her Beauty. His Ears 


were open to nothing but Detraction, and he only que i 
| - 
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after the Factious, of which there were none among us, 
and how he might gather Accuſations againſt thoſe in the 
Government, being, as it ſhould ſeem, ſent over for that 
Purpoſe. Otherwiſe he could not but hear of our Procla- 
mations for the Advancement of Staple Commodities, and 
with what Alacrity and Succeſs they proceeded ; Vines and 
Mulberry "Trees being planted throughout the whole Coun- 
try, the Iron-Works in great Forwardneſs and ihortly to 
receive Perfection, and the Glaſs-Works laboured after with 
all poſſible Care, till the Slaughter by the Indians, and tne 
ſucceeding Mortality, gave a Ruin to ſome, and Interrup- 
tion to all. So that he hath nothing but our M:sfortunes 
to accuſe and upbraid us with; which have oblized us, {till 
to follow that contemptible Weed, as well to ſuſtain the 
War, as to enable us again to ercet thoſe Works. As for 
deriding the Books, that were ſent over by the Company, 
it was done by himſeif, and no other, that we know of. 

8. I found the ancient Plantations of Henrico, Tc. 

STILL he abuſcth your Majeſty with theſe Words, / 
fund, in Places, where he never was by ſome Score of 
Miles ; having never been higher up the River, than the 
Territories of James-City. Henrico was quitted in Sir Ths- 
mas Smith's Time, only the Church and one Houle re— 
maining. Charle;-City, ſo much ſpoken of, never had but 
fix Houſes. Ine Soil of both is barren, worn out, and nat 
ft for Culture. The Loſs of our Stocks the Informer 
hath leſs Reaſon to urge. For he joined with the Indians 
in killing our Cattle, and carried the Becf aboard his Ship; 
which would have cot him his Life, if he had had his 
Deſerts. 

9. WHEREAS according to his Majeſty's gracious Sc. 

THE Governor and Council, whom it only concerned, 
replied to this; that they had followed the Laws and Cuſ- 
toms of England to their utmolt Skill; neither could he, 
or any other, produce any Particular, wherein they had 
fuled. As to their Ignorance, they held him to be no com- 
petent Judge of thoſe, who ſo far tranſcended him in Point 
of Learning and Ability. For he had never becn bred to 
the Law (as wis not unknown to ſome of them) nor yet 
in any other of the liberal Sciences. But his principal Splcen 
in this Article, appeared to proceed from his not being ad- 
mitted of the Council, which they could by no means, con- 
ſiſtently with their Inſtructions, do. 

10. THERE having been, as it is thought, ten thou— 
ſand, Se. 

1s Computation of ten thouſand Souls falleth ſhort of 
four thouſand ; and thoſe were, in great part, Waſted by 
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after the Factious, of which there were none among us, 1624. 
and how he might gather Accuſations againſt thoſe in the > — 
Government, being, as it ſhould ſeem, ſent over for that = * 

Purpoſe. Otherwiſe he could not but hear of our Procla- „gar. 
mations for the Advancement of Staple Commodities, and 
with what Alacrity and Succeſs they proceeded ; Vines and 
Mulberry Trees being planted throughout the whole Coun- 
try, the Iron-Works in great Forwardneſs and ſhortly to 
receive Perfection, and the Glaſs-Works laboured after with 
all poſſible Care, till the Slaughter by the Indians, and the 
ſucceeding Mortality, gave a Ruin to ſome, and Interrup- 
tion to all. So that he hath nothing but our Misfortunes 
to accuſe and upbraid us with; which have obliged us, ſtill 
to follow that contemptible Weed, as well to ſuſtain the 
War, as to enable us again to erect thoſe Works. As for 
deriding the Books, that were ſent over by the Company, 
it was done by himſelf, and no other, that we know of. 
8. I found the ancient Plantations of Henrico, &c. 
871111 he abuſeth your Majeſty with theſe Words, J 
ws in Places, where he never was by ſome Score of 
les; having never been higher up the River, than the 
Territories of Fames-City. Henrico was quitted in Sir Wo- 
mas Smith's Time, only the Church and one Houſe re- 
maining. Charles-City, ſo much ſpoken of, never had but 
fix Houſes The Soil of both is barren, worn out, and not 
fit for Culture. The Loſs of our Stocks the Informer 
hath leſs Reaſon to urge. For he joined with the Indians 
in killing our Cattle, and carried the Beef aboard his Ship; 
which would have coſt him his Life, if he had had his 
Deſerts. 
5 WHEREAS according to his Majeſty's gracious c. 
HE Governor and Council, whom it only concerned, 
replied to this; that they had followed the Laws and Cuſ- 
toms of England to their utmoſt Skill; neither could he, 
or any other, produce any Particular, wherein they had 
failed. As to their Ignorance, they held him to be no com- 
petent Judge of thoſe, who ſo far tranſcended him in Point 
of Learning and Ability. For he had never been bred to 
the Law (as was not unknown to ſome of them) nor yet 
in any other of the liberal Sciences. But his principal Spleen 
n this Article, appeared to proceed from his not being ad- 
mitted of the Council, which they could by no means, con- 
ſiſtently with their Inſtructions, do. 
* HEEL having been, as it is thought, ten thou- 
7 C. 
His Computation of ten thouſand Souls falleth ſhort of 
four thouſand ; and thoſe vo, in great part, waſted by 
the 
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the more than Egyptian Slavery and Scythian Cruelty, which 
was exerciſed on us, your poor and miſerable Subjects, by 


Sir Francis La vs written in Blood, and executed with all Sorts of Ty. 


Wat, G 


vernor. 


0 


the Colony, during the firſt twelve Years, nor to the ma- 


ranny, in the Time of Sir Thomas Smith's Government; 
whereof we ſend your Majeſty the true and tragical Rela- 
tion, from which it will plainly appear, that the pretended 
Confuſions and private Ends will ſtrongly reflect upon him 
and his Inſtructors. And how unfit ſuch Men are, to re. 
ſtore that Plantation, which ſuffered ſo much under their 
Government, we humbly refer to your Princely Conſidera. 
tion; invoking, with him, that divine and ſupreme Hand, 
to protect us from ſuch Governors and their Minifte 
who have poured out our Blood on the Earth like Water, 
and have fatted themſelves with our Famine. And we be- 
ſeech your Majcſty, to ſupport us in this juſt and gentle 
Authority, which has cheriſhed us of late by more worthy 
Magiſtrates; and We, our Wives, and poor Children, a 
is our Duty, ſhall ever pray to God, to give you in thi 
World all — of Happineſs, and to crown you in the 
World to come, with immortal Glory. 


Tris Anſwer was, ſubſcribed by the ſame Perſons a 
the former ; only with the Addition of the Honourable 
Francis llt, Brother to the late, and Uncle to the then 
Lord Delawarr, and Sir George Yeardley, of the Council, 
and of one more Member of the Houſe of Burgeſſes. Ms, 
John Pountis alſo, one of the Council of State, was appoint- 
ed to go to England, to ſollicit the general Cauſe of the 
Colony (for ſo they call it); and four Pounds of Tobacco 
was levied upon every Male Tithable, that had been a Year 
in the Country, to ſupport his Expences. But this Gen- 
tleman, in his Voyage home, died upon the Coaſt of Ex- 
gland; and was therefore able to do nothing in the Affair. 
But to theſe, the General Aſſembly added two other Wi 
tings ; the one a Petition to the King, and the other a 
Letter to the Lords of the Privy Council. 

Is their Petition to the King, they declared their great 
Joy and Satisfaction, that his Majeſty, notwithſtanding the 
late unjuſt Diſparagement of this Plantation, had taken it 
into his nearer and more eſpecial Care. And that his Royal 
Intentions might have their due Effect, they humbly be- 
ſought him, being urged thereto by their Duty and Expe- 
riencc, to give no Credit to the late Dcclarations of the 
happy, as it was called, but in Truth, miſerable Eftate of 


licious Imputations, which had been Jaid on the Govern- 
ment of late; but that he would be pleaſed to behold, in 
| Miniature, 


Book V. The HisToky of VIRGINIA. 


Miniature, the true Eſtate of both Times by their Reta- 
tions, Which they then preſented by the Hands of Mr. John 


pountis, a worthy Member of their Body; and which con- S's Frans 


ned nothing but the Truth, without Diſaffection or Par- 
| tality. From theſe they doubted not, but that his Ma- 
ieſty would clearly underſtand the true Condition of both 
Times; and would be pleaſed, according to their earneſt 
Deſire, to continue, and even farther confirm, the Govern- 
ment, under which they then lived. But if it ſhould pleaſe 
him otherwiſe to determine, tbey beſought him, by all the 
Ties of Compaſſion and Humanity, not to ſuffer them, his 


Smith, or his Confidents ; but that he would graciouſly 
protect them from thoſe Storms of Faction, which threa- 
tened the Ruin of ſome Perſons (whoſe Endeavours had 
&ſerved a better Reward) and in general the Subverſion of 
the whole Colony. And if the Government muſt be al- 
tered, they defired, {ſince the Action was of ſuch Honour 
and Conſequence, that they might ſtill depend upon ſuch 
great and noble Perſons, as they lately had done. And far- 
ther, in Conſideration of the late Maſſacre and ſubſequent 
Calamities, they beſought his Majeſty to grant them and 
the damer-Iſlands the ſole Importation of Tobacco; aſſuring 
bim, that they affected not that contemptible Weed, as a 
thing good and deſirable in itſelf, but as a preſent Means 
of Support. And if it ſhould pleaſe his Majeſty, to ſend 
orer that Aid of Soldiers, whereof they had been put in 
Hopes, or any other Aſſiſtance, they humbly deſired, that 
the Governor and General Aſſembly might have a Voice in 
their Diſpoſal ; ſince none at that Diſtance, by reafon of 
Accidents and emergent Occaſions, could direct ſuch an 
Affair ſo advantageouſly, as they were enabled to do, by 
their Preſence and Experience in the Country. 

IN their Letter to the Privy Council, they acknowledged 
the Receipt of ſeveral of theirs, and returned their 'Thanks 
to his Majeſty for his Princely Care of the Colony ; par- 
ticularly for remitting three Pence a Pound in the Cuſtom of 
Tobacco, and for his gracious Intention to grant them a 


1 ble Importation, than which nothing could 92:vc greater 
„Lie, or a more ſpeedy Advancement, to the Colony. For 
. liale or nothing could be expected from Poverty, to which 
ede mean Prices of Tobacco, and great Expence of the 
mn ME againſt the Indians, had reduced them. Neither had 
1 they, in their preſent State, the Meuns to fortify them- 

Klves, or to ſet up Staple Commodities, which would re- 


tre a long Expectation of Profit ; the Fruit of their La- 
wurs at preſent amounting to no more, if ſo much, as 


poor Subjects, to fall again into the Hands of Sir Thomas | 
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would barely feed and cloath them. They therefore hum. Lo. 
bly entreated their Lordſhips, to be a Means to his Mz. be 


jeſty to confirm his gracious Intention; and to take ino duc 


their Conſideration the heavy Burthen, of paying for Cu- 
tom above a Third of their Labour ; which, they delired, te 
might be reduced to five per Cent. according to the expre Ho 
Tenor of their original Charters, firi 

THEy further told their Lordſhips, that they underſtood ne 
by their Letters, that they had been accuſed by one, who the 
went from hence, of Neglect in Fortifications, in buildug ort 
Houſes, and in providing themſelves Suſtenance ; but they ne 
proteſted againſt his Relation, which was, as in other things, Wi pa! 
ſo in this, moſt falſe and flanderous. They had, in du v! 
Submiſſion, publiſhed their Orders, ſent over by Mr. Por; 
by which they underſtood his Majeſty's Intention, to change 
the Government. They profeſſed themſelves ignorant of 
the Dangers and Ruin, that threatened them from the G- 
vernment, as it then ſtood; and declared, they had nothing 
to accuſe thoſe Gentlemen of, who had ſwayed their A. 
fairs, ſince the Expiration of Sir Thomas Smith's Authority 
their Slavery having ſince been converted into Freedon, 
and the Colony cheriſhed under a juſt and moderate G6 
vernment. Neither would they have been ſubje& to Cen ©: 
Cure, had not the bitter Effects of the Maſlaere clouded the 
Company's Zeal and their Endeavours. 

Bu r however it might pleaſe his Majeſty to diſpoſe « 
them, it was their humble Defire, that the Governor 
Cent over, might not have abſolute Authority, but might 
be reſtrained to the Conſent of the Council; which Title, © 
2 deſired, might ſtill be retained to the Honour of the dc 
Colony, and not converted to the Name of Aſſiſtants, a th 
was propoſed in an Order of their Board. They ſaid, they 
had found ſome Inconveniences, by the ſtrict Limitation 
of the Governor and Council, to proceed according to thei 
Inſtructions out of England. For in ſo far a Diſtance, and 
imperfect Knowledge of the Country, thoſe things might 
ſeem good in Advice, which might happen to prove ver 
inconvenient in Execution; neither was it fit, that any mall 
Project ſhould be ſet on Foot, which had not firſt Appto- 
bation from hence. They conceived, the preſent ſhat 
Continuance of Gorernors to be very diſadvantageous to the 
Colony. The firſt Year, they were raw and unexperien- 
ted in the Country, and for the moſt part in ill Diſpolitiol 
of Health, through the Change of Climate; the ſecond, 
Mey began to underſtand ſomething of the Affairs of the 
Colony; and the third, they were providing to return. But 


ele 


SE. r ad Id 


above all, they madé it their Moſt humble Requeſt to the 
Lordſlip 
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Lordſhips, that they might {till retain the Liberty of their 


Ma WW General Aſſemblies; than which, nothing could more con- 


quce to the publick Satisfaction and publick Utility. 
Cuſ THESE two were ſigned by almoſt the ſame 3 as 
he former ; and I cannot but obſerve, to the immortal 
preg Honour of Sir Francis /Fyat, that he was ſo far from de- 

fring the Tyranny of an abſolute Authority, that he was 
oa moſt ftrenuous and active, and joined very cordially in all 
who theſe Petitions and Repreſentations, for reſtraining the ex- 
dne orbitant Power of Governors. All theſe things were car- 
they ned in the Aſſembly with the utmoſt Unanimity and Diſ- 
patch 3 and they were kept ſecret from the Commiſſioners, 
whom they found to be in other Intereſts, and to have quite 
different Views from themſelves. For, having at firſt pro- 
miſed to communicate all their Repreſentations and Papers 
to the Governor and Aſſembly, expecting the like Favour 
from them, they afterwards ſtood off, and indeed abſolutely 
refuſed to let them know any thing they were doing; un- 
der Pretence, that the Lords of the Privy Council ought 
to have the firſt View of what they intended to preſent, 
Whereupon the Governor and Aftembly, ſuſpecting ſome 
fniſter Deſigns, endeavoured to conceal from the Commiſ- 
honers what was paſſing among them. But Mr. Pory, a 
Tool of Power, and verſed in Corruption, by the Promiſe 
of a Reward, obtained Copies of all the Writings from 
Edward Sharples, Clerk of the Council; and altho' Captain 
Harvey had no Hand in corrupting him, he afterwards pro- 
miſed him fifty Pounds of Tobacco, in Reward of his Trea- 


decretary Davidſon, as a Writer in his Office; and after 
the Secretary's Death, which happened towards the laſt of 
the former Year, he was admitted, far above his Condition 
and Deſert, Clerk of the Council, and took an Oath (a 
Copy whereof is {till extant in our Records) to deliver na 
Copies of any Papers or Writings, without the Governor's 
Leave. Wherefore I find, at a Court held the 10th of May 
following, as it appeared by ſufficient Evidence, and by his 
own Confeſſion, that he, being ſworn Clerk of the Council 
of State, had betrayed their Councils to the Commiſſioners, 
he was ſentenced to ſtand in the Pillory, and there to have 
his Ears nailed to it, and cut off. However, he was only 
Juſt ſet on the Pillory, and loſt a Piece of one of his Ears, 
A Letter was alſo ſent by the Governor and Council to the 
Company, to inform them of his Crime.and his Puniſhment ; 
and to complain of Mr. Pory's Subornation of him, that 
they, underſtanding his double Dealing, might thence be. 
upon their Guard, and prevent his corrupt Practices. But 
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16:14. it was now too late for the Company to do any thing in it, 
For ſuch a mean and proſtitute Inſtrument of their Aims 
_ " % and Defigns, as Pory, had long before this more Power ap 
vent, | Intereſt at Court, and was likely to be more regarded, 

than all the noble, great, and worthy Members of the 
Company. 

Bur the Commiſſoners, finding, that things were gg. 
ing in the Aſſembly quite contrary to their Hopes and De- 
f:rcs, reſolved to lay ſome of their Powers before them, 
which might probably intimidate and influence them, and 
reſtrain them from proceeding with ſo much Sharpneſs and 
Vigor. They therefore opened ſome Part of their Com. 
miſſion to the Aſſembly, on the 24th of February. A 
Weck after, they wrote them a Letter, importing : That 
they ſuppoſed, in a Week's Time, ſince their publiſhing the 
Orders of the Lords of the Privy Council, the Aﬀſſembl; 
could not hut have maturely conſidered the ſame : That 
therctorc, for the ſpecdier Advancement of the Colony in 
gen-ral, and ſor the ſecuring, every Man's Intereſt in pet. 
ticulor; and that they might all, by Submiſſion and Thank- 
fuinc!s, as by Obedience and Sacrifice both together, in- 
gratiatꝭ themſelves and their common Cauſe to his Majeſty's 
renowned Clemency, They, as Remembrancers, thought 
it no leſs than their 8 to propoſe to their Conſideration 
the Form cncloſed; which, they hoped, they would appre- 
hend very fit to be ſubſcribed by the whole Aſſembly, it 
being no other, than what they themſclves would moſt 
readily, and moſt humbly, ſet their Hands unto. The | 
Form propoſed was, as follows. 


WW 7 EREAS we underſtand by three Acts of Council in 
England, lately publiſhed in this General Aſſembly, that 
his Majejty hath figuiſied his gracious Pleaſure, for the umi 
rr/al Good of this Plantation, which by reaſon of our late 
Calamities is in an unſettled State, to injlitute another Firm 
of Government, whereby the Colony may be upheld, and priſ 
ger the better in time t9 come, and to that End hath required 
a Surrendry of the preſent Patents, declaring his Royal lu. 
tention, to ſecure io the particular Members of the Company 
ſuch Land; and Privileges in the ſaid Country, as, according 
to the Pr:partion of each Man's Adventure and private I": 
tereſl, ſhall be found due unto him; Me of this General A. 
femily do, by Suiſcription of our Names, net only profeſs and 
teſtify cur Thantfulneſs, fer that his Majefty's maſi gracious 
and tender Care over us, but do moreover, for our Parts, in 
al, Humility and Willingneſs, ſubmit ourſelves to his princely 
Pleaſure, of revaking our old Charters, and of vouchſafing * 
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Tus to draw the General Aſſembly to ſurrender and 
tition for a Revocation of their Charters, which the 
Courts in England would by no means ſubmit to, was cer- 
tainly a very crafty and effectual Way, to diſgrace the Com- 
pany, and to make the Colony ſeem diſaftected to them, 
and willing to throw oft their Yoke ; and would alſo have 
wen ſome Colour to their violent Suppreſſion afterwards, 
Bur the Aſſembly ſeems fully to have underſtood their Aim, 
and even to ſuſpect, that this was Part of their Errand and 
Inſtructions from England. For in their Antwer, they en- 
deavoured to draw from them, by what Authority they 
made ſuch a Propoſal, and ſaid; As they could not ſee, 
how this Propoſition had any Ground in the Inſtructions, 
they had yet ſeen, they deſired, before the Aſſembly 
returned an Anſwer, that the Commiſkoners would ſhew 
them the Depth of their Authority ; or otherwiſe ſet it 
down under their Hands, that they had no further Com- 
miſſions or Inſtructions, which might concern them. 

Buer this Anſwer gave the Commiſſioners great Offence, 
and drew from them a very fierce and menacing Reply : 
That they had acknowledged, in delivering their Papers, 
that they had neither Commiſſion nor Inſtruction, to move 
them to ſuoſcribe the Form propoſed ; neither could the leaſt 
Shadow of any ſuch thing be collected from their Letter: 
That what they had propoſed, was out of their Diſcretion, 
as wholeſome Gounfe! for the Good of the Colony ; neither 
was it precipitate or ſudden, but proper to the J'ime, Oc- 
caſion, and Perſons: That the Mark, aimed at, was no 
leſs than his Majeſty's Favour upon their Perſons and com- 
mon Cauſe, to be obtained by Obedience and "Thankful- 
neſs: That as there needed ncither Commiſſion nor In- 
ſtruction, for them to propound the Practice of ſo eminent 
a Duty, ſo it was lawful for them, as being Freemen and 
Planters, to offer to the General Aſſembly any reaſonable 
Motion, tho? of far leſs Conſequence ; and had they not 
vouchſafed to return an Anſwer, they might juſtly have 
ſeemed diſcontented, or at leaſt diſcourteous ; "That they 
had no Reaſon, upon this Occaſion, to ſearch into the Depth 
of their Authority (fince their Motion depended not, nor 
needed to depend, on their particular Commiſion) much leſs, 
to urge them to ſet down any thing under their Hands: That 
they could not profeſs, that they had no farther Commiſ- 
ſons, which might concern them, beſides that already put 
in Execution; for their Commiſſions, yet unperformed, con- 
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cerned them in their Houſes, Perfons, Servants, Corn 
Cattle, Arms, Sc. That however they need not ſuſpect, 


Sr 1:9" that they would attempt any thing to any Man's Wrong, 


vVerncre 


or which they could not very well anſwer. 
To this the Aſſembly calmly replied : That they had 


already preſented their humbleſt Thanks to his Majef! y, for 


his gracious Care of them; and had returned their Anſwer 
to the Lords of the Privy Council: That when their Ant 
to the Surrendry of their Charters ſhould be required by 
Authority, it would then be the moſt proper Time to make 
a Reply: But in the mean while, they conceived, his 
Majeſty's Intention to change the Government, had pro- 
ce:ded from wrong Information ; which, they hoped, 
would be altered upon their more faithful Declarations, 
But the better to enable them to take a View of the Plan- 
tations, and to render an exact Account of the State of the 
Colony, the Aſſembly ordered, upon the Commiſſioners 
Application for their Aſſiſtance, that the ſeveral Plantations 
ſhould tranſport them from Plantation to Plantation, as 
they ſhould dchire; and ſhould accommodate them in the 
belt Manner their Houſes and Rooms would afford. The 
Commiſſioners alſo made the Aſſembly four Propolitions; 
concerning the beſt Places of Fortification and Defence; 
the State of the Colony, with Reſpect to the Savages ; the 
Hopes, that might be m_ and truly conccived, of the 
Plantation; and the propereit Means, to attain thoſe Hopes: 
To all which the Aſflembly gave full and particular Anſwers. 
And J cannot but remark, that Captain Matthews, who 
had joined with the General Aſſembly in their publick 
Acts and Repreſentations againſt the former Government, 
did likewiſe join with the Commiſſioners in all theſe Pro- 
cecdings: Whether he was brought over by the almighty 
Force and irreſiſtable Allurement of private Advantage; or 
whether he thought himſelf obliged to do ſomething in 
Conjunclion with them, as he was included in the fame 
Conimiſſion. 

IunE Laws of this Aſſembly conſiſted of thirty five 
Articles. For that Manner (taken, I preſume, from the 
Articles ſent over by Sir Thomas Smith) was at this time, 
and continued long after, the uſual Way of drawing up 
and enacting their Laws; which indeed had this Good in 
it, that all tedious Forms were thereby cut off, and the 
main Senſe and Subſtance of their Acts appeared at once, 
in clear and preciſe Terms. As theſe Laws are the oldeſt, 
that 1 can now find upon our Records, and as they contain 
tome things of eſpecial Note, I ſhall here preſcnt them to 
the Reader. 

T HE 
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THE firſt ſeven related to the Church and Miniſtry, and 
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enacted: That in every Plantation, where the People wer. 
wont to meet for the Worſhip of God, there ſhould be a Sir Fran 


Houſe, or Room, ſect apart for that Purpoſe, and not con- 
verted to any temporal Uſe whatſoever ; and that a Place 
ſhould be empaled and ſequeſtered, only for the Burial of 


the Dead : That whoſoever ſhould abſent himſelf from Di- 


vine Service any Sunday, without an allowable Excuſe, 
ſhould forfeit a Pound of Tobacco, and that he, who ab- 
ſented himſelf a Month, ſhould forfeit fifty Pounds of To- 
bacco : That there ſhould be an Uniformity in the Church, 
as near as might be, both in Subſtance and Circumſtance, 
to the Canons of the Church of England; and that all Per- 
ſons ſhould yield a ready Obedience to them, upon Pain of 
Cenſure : That the 22d of March (the Day of the Maſ- 
ſacre) ſhould be ſolemniſed and kept holy; and that all other 
Holidays ſhould be obſerved, except when two fell together 
in the Summer Seaſon (the Time of their Working and Crop) 
when the firſt only was to be obſerved, by reaſon of their 
Neceſſities and Employment: That no Miniſter ſhould be 
abſent from his Cure above two Months in the whole Year, 
upon Penalty of forfeiting half his Salary ; and whoſoever 
was abſent above four Months, ſhould forfeit his whole Sa- 
wy and his Cure : That whoſoever ſhould diſparage a Mi- 
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niſter, without ſufficient Proof to juſtify his Reports, where- 


by the Minds of his Pariſhioners might be alienated from 
him, and his Miniſtry prove the leſs effectual, ſhould not 
only pay five hundred Pounds of Tobacco, but ſhould alſo 
aſk the Miniſter Forgiveneſs, publickly in the Congregation : 
That no Man ſhould diſpoſe of any of his Tobacco, before 
the Miniſter was ſatisfied, upon Forfeiture of double his 
Part towards the Salary ; and that one Man of every Plan- 
tation ſhould be appointed, to collect the Miniſter's Salary, 
out of the firſt and beſt Tobacco and Corn. 

THE eighth and ninth Articles related to the Gover- 
nor's Power : That he ſhould not lay any Taxes or Im- 
poſitions upon the Colony, their Lands, or Commodities, 
otherwiſe than by the Authority of the General Aſſembly; 
to be levied and employed, as the ſaid Aſſembly ſhould ap- 
point : That he ſhould not withdraw the Inhabitants from 
their private Labours to any Service of his own, under any 
Colour whatſoever ; and if the publick Service ſhould re- 
2 the Employment of many Hands, before another 

eneral Aſſembly met to give Order for the ſame, in that 
Caſe, the levying Men ſhould be done, by the Order of the 

overnor and whole Body of the Council; and that in 


ſuch Sort, as to be leaſt burthenſome to the People, w_ 
| mo 
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1624. moſt free from Partiality. Thus early was the Aſſembly, 
out of the Memory of their paſt Miſeries and Oppreſſions, 
Sir Frances ſtudious and careful to eſtabliſh our Liberties ; and we had 
Mar, Go- here, by the ready Concurrence and Co-operation of this 


nor. 


excellent Governor, a Petition of Right paſſed, above four 
Years, before that Matter was indubitably ſettled and ex- 
plained in England. For theſe two Articles contain the 
ſame in Effect, as that famous explanatory and fundamental 
Law of the Engl Conſtitution; viz. The firm Property 
of the Subjects Goods and Eſtates, and the Liberty of 
their Perſons. 

THE other, Articles enacted: That all the old Planters, 
who were here before, or came in at the laſt Arrival of 
Sir Thomas Gates (in Auguſt 1611.) ſhould both themſelves 
and their Poſterity, except ſuch as were employed to com- 
mand in Chief, be exempted from their perſonal Service in 
the Wars, and from all other publick Charges (Church 
Duties only excepted) but without the like Exemption of 
their Servants and Families : That no Burgeſs of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly ſhould be arreſted, during the fitting of the 
Aſſembly, and a Week before and Week after; upon Pain 
of the Creditor's forfeiting his Debt, and ſuch Punithment 
upon the Officer, as the Court ſhould award: That there 
ſhould be Courts kept once a Month, in the Corporations 
of Charles-City and Eliſabeth-City, for deciding Suits and 
Controverſies, not exceeding the Value of one hundred 
Pounds of Tobacco, and for puniſhing petty Offences ; 
and that the Commanders of the Places, with ſuch others, 
as the Governor and Council ſhould appoint by Commiſſion, 
ſhould be Judges, the Commanders to be of the Puorum, 
and Sentence given by Majority of Voices; with Reſerva- 
tion nevertheleſs of Appeal, s © Sentence, to the Gover- 
nor and Council; and that whoſoever appealed and was caſt 
upon ſuch Appeal, ſhould pay double Damages : That 
every private Planter's Dividend of Land ſhould be ſurveycd 
and laid oft ſeparatcly, and the Bounds recorded by the Sur- 
veyor, who ſhould have ten Pounds of Tobacco for every 
hundred Acres furveyed ; and that all petty Differences, be- 
twecn Neighbours about their Bounds, ſhould be decided 
by the Surveyor, but if of Importance, referred to the 
Governor and Council: That, for the People's Encourage- 
ment to plant Store of Corn, the Price ſhould be left 
free, and every Man might fell it, as dear as he could: 
(i or the Sorernor and Council did then, and long after- 
Wande, fot a Kate Yearly upon all Commodities, with Pe- 
1405 upon thoſe, who exceeded it) That there ſhould be 
@ PULDLTE, Srenery in each Parith, to which every FRO, 
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above eighteen Years of Age, who had been in the Country 15624. 
a Year, and was alive at the Crop, ſhould contribute a 
Barrel of Corn, to be diſpoſed of, for the publick Uſes of > Func 
the Pariſh, by the major Part of the Freemen ; the Remain- 3 
der to be taken out by the Owners, Yearly on St. Thomas's 
Day, and the new brought and put in it's Room: That 
three capable Men, of every Pariſh, ſhould be ſworn, to 
ſee, that every Man planted and tended Corn ſufficient for 
his Family; and that thoſe, who neglected ſo to do, ſhould 
be preſented by the ſaid three Men, to the Cenſure of the 
Governor and Council: That all Trade with the Indians for 
Corn, as well publick as private; ſhould be prohibited, after 
the June following: That every Freeman ſhould fence in a 
Quarter of an Acre of Ground, before the J/h:tſuntide next 
enſuing, for planting Vines, Herbs, Roots, and the like, 
under the Penalty of ten Pounds of Tobacco a Man ; but 
that no Man, for his own Family, ſhould be obliged to 
fence above an Acre; and that whoſoever had fenced a Gar- 
den, and was outed of the Land, ſhould be paid for it by 
the Owner of the Soil; and that they ſhould alſo plant 
Mulberry Trees: "That the Proclamations againſt Swearing 
and Drunkenneſs, ſet forth by the Governor and Council, 
were ratified by this Aſſembly ; and it was farther ordered, 
that the Churchwardens ſhould be ſworn, to preſent all Of- 
fenders, to the Commanders of their reſpective Plantations ; 
and that they ſhould collect the Forfeitures for publick Uſes : 
That a Proclamation ſhould be read aboard every Ship, and 
afterwards fixed to the Maſt, prohibiting them, without 
ſpecial Order from the Governor and Council, to break 
Bulk, or make private Sale of any Commodities, till they 
came up to ames-City : That the ancient Rates of Com- 
modities ſhould be ſtill in Force; and that Men ſhould be 
ſworn, in every Plantation, to cenſure the Tobacco : (So old 
are the firſt Rudiments of our Tobacco-Law ; which never- 
theleſs, after ſuch long Experience, raiſed much Oppoſition 
and Diſturbance : ) That there ſhould be no Weights or 
Meaſures uſed, but ſuch as were ſealed, by Officers appoint- , 
ed for that Purpoſe : That every Dwelling-houſe ſhould be 
Paliſadoed in, for Defence againſt the Indians: That no i 
Man ſhould go, or ſend abroad, without a ſufficient Party, 
well armed: That Men ſhould not go to Work, without 
their Arms and a Sentinel ſet : That the Inhabitants of the 
\ Plantations ſhould not go on board Ships, or upon any other 
Occaſion, in ſuch Numbers, as thereby to weaken and en- 
danger the Plantation : That the Commander of every Plan- 
tation ſhould take Care, that there be ſufficient of Powder 
and Ammunition within his Plantation; and Fat. 
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Pieces be fixed, and Arms compleat : That there be ſuffi- 


— cient Watch kept, every Night: That no Commander of 
Sir Francis any Plantation ſhould either ſpend himſelf, or fuffer others 


Mat, Go- 
vernor. 


to ſpend Powder unneceſſarily, in Drinking, Entertain- 
ments, and the like: That ſuch Perſons of Condition as 
were found delinquent in their Duty, and were not fit to 
undergo corporal Puniſhment, might notwithſtanding be 
impriſoned at the Diſcretion of the Commander, and for 
Por Offences be ſubject to a Fine, inflicted by the Month- 
Court; ſo that it did not exceed the Value aboveſaid: 
at every Perſon who had not found a Man at the Caſtle, 
then building at Varraſgueate) ſhould pay, for himſelf and 
rvants, five Pounds of Tobacco a Head, towards defray- 
ing the Charge of thoſe, who had their Servants there : 
That, at the Beginning of July following, every Corpora- 
tion ſhould fall upon their adjoining Indians; and that thoſe 
who ſhould be hurt upon the Service, ſhould be cured at 
the publick Expence ; and if any were lamed, they ſhould 
be maintained by the Country, according to their Perſon 
and Quality : That for diſcharging ſuch publick Debts, as 
their Troubles had brought upon them, there ſhould be le- 
vied ten Pounds of Tobacco upon every Male, above ſixteen 
Years of Age, then living ; but not including ſuch, as had 
arrived ſince the Beginning of Fah laſt: That no Perſon, 
within this Colony, ſhould preſume, upon the Rumour of 
any ſuppoſed Change and Alteration in England, to be diſ- 
obedient to the preſent Government, nor Servants to their 
1 Maſters, Officers, or Overſeers, at their utmoſt 
eril. And the laſt Article related to ſending Mr. Pountis 
to England, and levying four Pounds of Tobacco a Head, 
to ſupport his Expences. Moſt of theſe Laws were taken 
from preceeding Proclamations and Orders of the Governor 
and Council; and 1 find, that the Governor was obliged, 
ſoon after, to iſſue a Proclamation, forbidding Women ta 
contract themſelves to two ſeveral Men at one time. For 
Women being yet ſcarce, and much in Requeſt, this Offence 
was become very common; whereby great Diſquiet aroſe 
between Parties, and no ſmall Trouble to the Government, 
It was therefore ordered; That every Miniſter ſhould give 
Notice in his Church, that what Man or Woman ſoever 
ſhould uſe any Word or Speech, tending to a Contract of 
Marriage, to two ſeveral Perſons at one time, altho' not 
preciſe and legal, yet ſo as might entangle or breed Scruple 
in their Conſciences, ſhould, for ſuch their Offence, either 
undergo corporal Correction, or be puniſhed by Fine, or 
otherwiſe, according to the Quality of the Perſon ſo of- 
fending. | . 
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Bu r whilſt the Commiſſioners were puſhing the Court 1624. 
Deſigns in Virginia, the opponent Faction in England were 
not leſs diligent and induſtrious to blacken and defame the Sir Francis 


Company. To this end, they engaged, according to their K. 
uſual Method, ſome Planters, lately returned from Vir- 
ginia, to petition and complain to his Majeſty. Neither was 
it a difficult thing, among ſo many weak, indigent, or 
wicked Perſons, as were concerned in the Plantations, to 
procure ſome to ſecond and abet any Complaint, however 
falſe and unjuſt. Among other Matters of Grievance, they 
complained of the many Impoſitions and Levies, laid upon 
the Planters towards the Support of the Company, from 
whom they were wont formerly to receive Relief; and 
therefore they beſought his Majeſty, to take them into his 
Royal Mercy and Protection, and to free them for the future, 
from the grievous Impoſitions of the ſaid Company. But 
Mr. Deputy Farrar deſired them, to ſet down in Writing 
the particular Grievances and Oppreſſions, which they thus 
complained of in general; that the Company might thereby 
be enabled to return a full and particular Anſwer. This 
they promiſed to do, but afterwards, upon better Advice, 
refuſed ; till at length, being farther preſſed, they brought 
nine Articles, which however they could not be induced to 
ſubſcribe, being reſtrained by thoſe behind the Scene. "Theſe 
Articles contained criminal Charges of a very high Nature, 
and ſome of them Capital, againſt the Governor and Coun- 
cil in Virginia; ſo that the Lawyers of the Company de- 
clared, that the Perſons who preſented them, except they 
could maintain and make them good, had incurred the Pe- 
nalty of Libellers. But at laſt, after much ShuMing and 
Abſurdity of Complaint and Accuſation, the Complainants 
in general, and one Perry in particular, confefled, that al- 
thoꝰ they pretended to have Authority and Commiſſion from 
the Planters in Virginia to make theſe Complaints, yet the 
Whole, both the Petition and Grievances, were entirely 
framed in England. Wherefore the Company, perceiving, 
they had been abuſed and drawn into it by the Malice of 
others, thought fit to paſs it over, in Favour and Com- 
paſſion to their Ignorance and Credulity. 

UPpon Occaſion of theſe grievous Accuſations againſt the 
Governor and Council, Sir Francis Wyat's Character and 
Conduct were called much into Queſtion and canvaſſed. 
But he was ſufficiently cleared by the reſt of the Planters 
then in England; who gave ample Teſtimony to the Wor- 
thineſs and Uprightneſs of his Proceedings, and declared 
upon their Conſciences, that they eſtcemed him to be a moſt 
juit and fincere Gentleman, and free from all Manne 8 of 
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Corruption and private Ends. As therefore he had, by a 
Letter to the Company, declared his Deſire to leave the 


Sir Francis Government at the Expiration of his Commiſſion, which 


Vat, Go- 


would be ſhortly, they took the Matter into their ſerious 
Conſideration. But finding, that he had given very great 
Satisfaction to the Colony, as appeared by the Report of 
the Planters ; and conſidering alſo, how much the Compa- 
ny was in his Debt, by not furniſhing him with his legal 
Neuber of Tenants, and that they had no Means left ta 
make good their Promiſe to him, much leſs were they able 
to ſet out a new Governor, it was thought beſt and moſt 
adviſeable, to continue him ſtill in his Office. But ſome of 
the opponent Faction moving, that Sir Samuel Argall, in 
Regard of his Worth, and of his Deſire for the Place, might 
ſtand in Election with him, they were both ballotted; and 
Sir Francis Wyat was choſen by having ſixty nine Balls, and 
Sir Samuel Argall only eight. And as the Company was 
then unable to ſend over more Men to him, it was ordered, 
that he ſhould be ſupplied with his full Complement, out 
of the Company's Tenants in Virginia; and the Conſidera- 
tion of ſome Recompence, for his former Loſs and Diſap- 
pointment, was referred to the next Quarter Court. 

THE laſt Parliament, out of their Love and Eſteem for 
Virginia, but more 22 out of Regard to the Advance- 
ment of the Trade of England, had taken into their Con- 
ſideration the Caſe of the Plantation Tobacco, and had enter- 
ed into a very good Courſe about it; but by Reaſon of their 
ſudden Adjournment and Breach with the King, they were 
obliged to leave it unfiniſhed. The Company therefore, 
being encouraged by this, and quite wearied out by the 
equivocal and ſuſpicious Conduct of the King and his Mi- 
niſters, preſented a Petition to the Houſe of Commons, ſet- 
ting forth : | 

THAT after divers Diſcoveries had confirmed the Opi- 
nion, that Virginia was ſituate in a temperate and wholſome 
Climate, that the Soil was rich and fertile, the Country 
well watered with fruitful and navigable Rivers, and that 
their Ships, through a fair Sea, might have a comfortable 
falling in on a ſate Coaſt, it pleaſed God ſo to affect the 
Minds of divers worthily diſpoſed Noblemen, Gentlemen, 
and others, as to think it a Matter of great Religion and 
Honour, to endeavour the Propagation of Chriſtianity among 
thoſe barbarous People, and to gain ſuch a hopeful Addition 
of Territory to his Majeſty's 1Zoininions : That his Ma- 
jeſty alſo, being informed thereof, and apprehending, that 
great Honour and Commodity would thence ariſe to this 
ingdom, was pleaſed, by his molt gracious Len, 
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of Incorporation, from time to time renewed and enlarged, 1624. 


to confer as ample Privileges and Immunities, both for their 
Aſſiſtance, who ſhould become Directors of the Buſineſs at Sir Francis 


home, and for their Comfort and Encouragement, that 
would ſettle and inhabit the Country, as could be then fore- 
ſeen or deſired : That this gave ſo general an Encourage- 
ment, that Noblemen, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, and 
others, in great Numbers, became Adventurers ; who, be- 
ſides their Money, afforded many other Helps by their In- 
duſtry, towards the Advancement and Perfection of this 
noble Work : And that, notwithſtanding a Multitude of 
Accidents and Diſaſters, incident to ſuch Undertakings in 
a remote and ſavage Country, yet it pleaſed God, often to 
enliven their Hopes and Endeavours, by ſuch an undoubted 
Probability of obtaining, at leaſt for the Publick and Pofte- 
rity, ſo beneficial a Retribution for all their Pains and Ex- 
pence, as would, in the End, crown their Labours with 
as much Glory, Honour, and Profit to the Realm of En- 
gland, as could be well wiſhed or expected. 

THEY then proceeded to recount the ſeveral Emolu- 
ments and Advantages to England, which they had in their 
View and Expectation. 1. The Converſion of the Savages 
to Chriſtianity, and eſtabliſhing the firſt Colony of the Re- 
formed Religion. 2. The rg the Overplus of 
neceſſitous People, which adminiſtered Fewel to dangerous 
Inſurrections, and the leaving greater Plenty for thoſe, who 
remained. 3. The gaining a large Territory, already 
known to be great, and which might prove much greater; 
whoſe Fertility of Soil, and Temperature of Clime, agreed 


Wyat, Ga- 
vernor. 


well with the Engliſh, and produced by Nature and In- 


duſtry, whatever uſeful Commodities were found in an 

known Country. 4. The beneficial Fiſheries diſcovered ; 
which, together with the continual Intercourſe and Com- 
merce between People of the ſame Nation, would contri- 
bute exceedingly to the Increaſe of the Engliſp Trade and 
Navigation. 5. The vaſt Quantity of Timber and Mate- 
rials, for building and ſetting forth Ships; whereof there 
was a great Scarcity throughout all Europe. 6. The Aſſu- 
rance, that many rich Trades might be found out there, 
and driven on to the incredible Benefit of the Nation ; be- 
ſides the no ſmall Hopes of an eaſy and ſhort Paſſage to 
the South Sea, either by Sea or Land. 7. The ineſtimable 
Advantage, that would be gained, in Caſe of War, both 
for the eaſy aſſaulting the Spaniſh Meſt-Indies, and for the 
relieving and ſuccouring all Ships and Men of War ; the 
Want whereof had in former times, diſappointed and over- 
thrown ſo many Voyages. But hereby the Bencfit to the 


Engliſh 
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1624 Engliſh would be certain, and the Enemy's Loſs and An- 
noyance inevitable. After whicl:, they went on the fol- 

Sir Francis lowing Manner: 
Wat, G- Bux ſo it is, that now, when the natural Difficulties, 


incident to all new Plantations, are by Diligence and Trac 


of Time, but moſt eſpecially by the Bleſſing of Almighty 
God, in a great Meaſure overcome; yet there have ariſen 
other unnatural Impediments, proceeding from Faction and 
Diſcord, from the cunning Courſes and Practices of ſome 
Perſons, who tended wholly to their own Profit, from 
Miſemployment of the publick Stock, falſe Accounts, and 
the like Corruptions and Diverſions from the main Buſineſs ; 
and that theſe were ſo encreaſed of late, and ſupported by 
ſtrong Hand, as threatened ſpeedy Ruin and Deſtruction to 
that excellent Work, if Remedies were not timely applied: 
That they, the Council and Company of Virginia, differed 
not a little from other Companies ; as well in ther Compo- 
ſition, conſiſting of principal Noblemen, Gentlemen, Mer- 
chants and others; as in the Ends, for which they were 
eſtabliſhed, being not ſimply for Matter of Trade, but for 
things of a higher and more publick Nature : That never- 
theleſs, finding themſelves, in their Body, as it was then 
diſtempered, unable to be their own Phyſicians without 
higher Aſſiſtance, they thought it their Duty, as well to 
clear their own Reputation, as in Diſcharge of their Con- 
ſcience, and of the Truſt repoſed in them, to repreſent to 
the Parliament this Child of the Nation, expoſed, as in the 
Wilderneſs, to extreme Danger, and then fainting, as it 
were, and labouring for Life. 

THEY therefore humbly intreated that honourable 
Houſe, to take into their Commiſeration, the diſtreſſed Co- 
lony and oppreſſed Company ; and to receive an Account 
from ſuch of his Majeſty's Council for Virginia, as, being 
Members of their Houſe, had been appointed by the Com- 
pany, to give them a full and exact Rclation of all their 


Grievances and Oppreſſions: Which, tho” of ſundy Kinds, 


yet had received (as they doubted not to make evident) 
either their Original or Strength from the Lord High Trea- 
ſurer, out of his private and unjuſt Deſigns ; not 5 
almoſt the Overthrow of the Colony, but alſo to the De- 
ception of his Majeſty in his Profit and Revenue, to the 
great Prejudice of the whole Kingdom in Matter of Trade, 


and even to Points of dangerous Conſequence to the Liberty 
of the Subject. 


THr1s Proceeding was certainly no ways grateful to the 


King, who conceived himſelf much injured and affronted, 


if the Parliament entered upon any Conſideration, which 
was 
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was not recommended to them by himſelf. For he looked 


upon them, not as the grand Council of the Nation, but of 


the King; and expected, that they ſhould proceed with the 
abject Adulation and Submiſſion of his Privy Council, and 
never touch upon any diſagreeable Subjects. But above all, 
Matters of Grievance were the Points, on which he was 
moſt tender and touchy, and would often winch grievouſ- 
ly ; and altho' the Thing was diſguiſed, and even Praiſes 
were given him in ſome Parts of this Petition, yet it was 
evidently levelled, in the main, againſt him and his Minif- 
ters. However, as his Majeſty had called this Parliament 
with quite different Views, and treated it in a quite different 
Manner from the laſt, he took no Notice of it, but permit- 
ted it to take its Courſe in the Houſe. Its Reception was 
alſo ſecured by the Complaints, in the latter Part, againſt 
the Lord High Treaſurer ; whom Buckingham and the Prince 
were, at this time, pulling down and tearing, as it were, 
with great Violence from the King's Side, not without very 
great Pain and Grief to his Majeſty. 

THis Petition was committed to the Deputy, and ſuch 
others of the Council, as were alſo Members of the Houſe 
of Commons ; to preſent it to their Houſe, in the Name of 
the Council and Company of Virginia. It was received by 
the Commons very acceptably, notwithſtanding ſome Op- 
poſition at firſt ; and a Committee was appointed to hear 
and examine their Grievances and Oppreſſions, to which 
all of the Company, that were Members of the Houſe, were 
admitted, to come and to hear, but not to have any Voice. 
But conceiving, that Counſel at Law could not be fo fully 
informed of all Paſſages, as was requiſite, and would not 
perhaps be ſo cordially concerned, or favourably heard, 
they divided their Grievances into four ſeveral Heads, and 
committed them to the following Gentlemen, to deliver 
and ſpeak to them. 1. The Caſe of their Tobacco, with 
all the Oppreſſions and Impoſitions upon it, was committed 
to Mr. Deputy-Treaſurer, Nicholas Farrar : 2. The Buſi- 
neſs of the Contract, to Sir Edwin Sandys : 3. The Pro- 
ceedings of the Commiſſioners, to the Lord Cavendiſh : 4. 
All Paſſages and Meaſures ſince, to Sir John Davers. And 
all theſe eaten, but eſpecially the Lord Cavendiſb, did 
very nobly and chearfully undertake, to perform and make 
good their ſeveral Parts. 

IT was the Misfortune of theſe Aﬀairs, to be brought 
into Parliament very late in the Seſſions; and they were 
beſides of a very tender and delicate Nature. For, in their 
Proceſs and Iſſue, they muſt have turned to a plain Ar- 
Taignment of the Weakngſs 1 Unfairneſs, or even of the 
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1624. downright Injuſtice and Oppreſſiveneſs of the King's Con- 
A duct towards.the Company and Colony. The main Buſi- 
Sir Franc ness therefore of their Oppreſſions and Grievances did not 
pr wa Oo proceed in Parliament, but was waved and flurred over in 

* Silence. But the particular Caſe of Tobacco, by the ex- 
cecding Care and Wiſdom of Sir Edwin Sandys, aſſiſted by 
the Lord Cavendijh, and the other Gentlemen of the Com- 
pany, who had Scats in Parliament, was brought to a hap- 
py lituc. For the Importation of foreign Tobacco was put, 
as one of the nine Grievances of the Realm in Point of Trade, 
which this Scſhon preſented to his Majeſty, and deſired Re- 
licf in. And altho' this was done profeſſedly for the Good 
of England, without any Mention or Relation to Virginia, 
E the Deputy told tie Company, that he doubted not, 

ut the whole Houſe had, in their Hearts, an eſpecial Re- 
gard to the Advancement of the Colonies. And as this 
Courſe was as effectual for Excluſion of Spaniſh Tobacco, 
as if it had been done by Bill, ſo was it much better, than 
if it had been done by the Bill, which was drawn the laſt 
Parliament. For ſince that Lime, the State and Price of 
Tobacco was ſo much altered, that it could then no ways 
bear the twelve Pence a Pound Duty, which that Bill laid 
upon it, but muſt thereby have been as certainly ruined and 
overthrown, as by any other Courſe. But this ſecond Way 
brought with it all the Good of the Bill, and left out all its 
Evil. Wherefore, he ſaid, it could not be too much com- 
mended, nor Sir Edwin Sandys, to whom they were be- 
holden for it, ſufficiently thanked. And it may be here far- 
ther obſerved, that the King's Meaſures by this time were 
entirely reverſed. For the Spaniſh Match was now broke 
oft, and even War was declared againſt the King of Spain, 
and the whole Houſe of Aufiria. So that the Intereſt of 
Euglaud would no longer be obliged to ſtoop to the Intereſt 
of Spain; and a Prohibition of their Tobacco would be 
eaſily granted, as it agreed with the preſent Paſſions and 
Meafurcs of the Court. | 
Tus was the laſt Service that Sir Edwin Sandys, or the 
Company, were able to do the Colony and Trade. For 
ſoon after, Captain Harvey and Mr. Pry, the Privy Coun- 
cis Commiſſioners, returned from Virginia. What their 
Report was of the State of the Colony, I cannot diſcover 3 
but we may eaſily judge, by the Principles and Diſpol:tions 
of the Men, that it was not much to the Honour or Advan- 
tage of the preſent Government. Upon their Return there» 
fore, his Majeſty was pleaſed, by a Proclumation bearing 
Pate the 15th of Fly, 1624, to ſuppreſs the Courſe of their 
Courts at Deputy Larrar's. And for the preſent 9 
ä 9 
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of the Affairs of the Colony, till a fuller and more perfect 


Settlement of them could be made, the Lord Prefident ok © 


his Majeſty's Privy Council, with other Privy Counſelors, 8 
and ſeveral Knights and Gentlemen, were appointed to“ 
meet, every Thurſday in the Afternoon, at Sir 7 þomas Smith's 
'Houſe, in Philpot-Lane; whither all Perſons, whom it 
might concern, were ordered to repair. And thus Sir Tho- 
mas Smith triumphed over the Companies and the Colonies z 
and notwithſtanding the authentic Repreſentations oi the 
Company in England, and our General Aſſemby here a- 
gainſt him, and the plain Detection of his Crucltics and Op- 
preſſions, to all Men of common Senſe and common juſtice, 
yet he did at laſt recover his Power again, and was the Per- 
ſon chiefly depended upon, by the Solomon of that Age, in 
all Matters relating to them. For the Somer-7flands Courts 
had been ſuppreſſed ſome Months before, by a ſimple Let - 
ter from the King; and Meetings appointed, at Sir 7 homas 
Smith's, for the Management of their Affairs. But theſe 
Meetings were without the Mixture of any Privy Coun- 
ſellors, and wholly conſiſted of himſelf and his Creatures. 
And by this time, in the Abſence of Sir Edward Sackvil, 
now Earl of Dorſet, their Governor, who had, the Year 
before, ſucceeded the Lord Cavendiſh, now alſo Earl of De- 
v1nſhire, and under Colour of ſome Complaints and Diſſen- 
tions, the Lords of the Privy Council appointed Sir T homas 
Smith again Governor of that Company; aſſuming to them- 
ſelves a boundleſs Power of placing and diſplacing legal Offi- 
cers, as they pleaſed. This Appointment, Captain Smith 
tells us, was afterwards confirmed, and Sir Thomas Smith 
elected by the Court. But this Court was only his Faction, 
who aſlumed to themſelves that Name and Character. For 
I find, that many of the Company, and as it appears, a vaſt 
Majority, complained of them, and declared againſt their 
Meetings, as Uſurpations upon the Government of the 
Company, and no ways legal or valid. 

THis was the End of the Virginia Company; one of 
the nobleſt, moſt illuſtrious; and publick-ſpirited Societies, 
that ever yet perhaps engaged in ſuch an Undertaking, It 
was an Event certainly of Benefit and Advantage to the 
County, as we in Americe find by Experiencu, that it is 
better to be under a Royal Government, th:n in the Hands 
of Proprietors, in what Shape or Manner ſoever. But yet 
it muſt be at lat confeſſed, that it was brought about with 
all imaginable Inſtances of Unrighteouſneſs and Oppreſſion; 
and that not even the Decency of Forms of Law were kept 
up or regarded in it. For altho' a Writ of Duo /Yarranto 
(an oppreſſive Writ in itſelf, and for the molt part turned 
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1624. to very baſe and illegal Purpoſes) was iſſued againſt the | 
— S yet I e e altho' I bo taken no 
5 Francis ſmall Pains to find it out, that it ever came to an Iſſue or 
Gn. o. Determination. And to diſſolve them by the Arbitrary Au- 
| thority of a Proclamation, whilſt a legal Proceſs was de- 
pending, ſeems but a more bare-faced Injuſtice and Oppreſ-. 
ſion. Far the greater Part of the Company did, by no 
Means, deſerve ſuch Treatment. They appear, from all 
the Papers and Records that I have peruſed, to have been 
Gentlemen of very noble, clear, and diſintereſted Deſigns; 
who, as they were above the Neccility of any Acceſs to 
their own Fortunes, were willing and intent to ſpend much 
of their Lime and Money, in advancing an Undertaking, 
which they juſtly conceived to be of very great Conſequence 
to their Country. And even Captain Sith, who was cer- 
tainly no Friend to the Comp.iny, and whoſe Hiſtory ſeems 
much in Honour and Vindication of Sir Thomas Smith and 

his Government, yet owns, that ſcarce any of the Nobilit 
and Gentry expected or aimed at any thing elſe, but the 
Proſperity of the Action: And he was confidently perſua- 
ded, that ſome Merchants, and others took more Care and 
Pains, even at their own continual great Charge, than they 
could be hired to, for the Love of Money ; ſo honeſtly re- 
N arding the general Good of the Enterpriſe, that they would 
Fold it worſe than Sacrilege, to wrong it but a Shilling, or 

to extort a Penny upon the common People. 

IT may indeed be thought ſomething ſtrange, how fo 
many Gentlemen, of the nobleſt Fortunes and moſt publick 
Spirits in the Nation, could ſo patiently ſubmit to ſuch evi- 
dent Injury and Wrong, without bringing the Matter to a 
legal Trial. But they had been much harraſſed and fatigued 
of late, by the Diſcords and Factions in the Company ; 
which, they plainly ſaw, were ſupported and abetted by the 
King, for ſome unjuſt and partial Views of his own, being 
much charmed with the unexpæctedly large and riſing Re- 
venue from Tobacco, and therefore deſirous to get the 
Plantations wholly into his own Hands. They had alſo ex- 
pended largely above an hundred thouſand Pounds, out of 
their own private Fortunes, without any probable Proſpect 
of preſent Retribution or. Gain to themſelves; and they 
could not but fee, thut proceeding in the Enterpriſe would 
{till engage them into farther Expences, for which they would 
only be expoſed to the Abuſes and Affronts of the opponent 
Faction, and to Injurics and Oppreſſions from the King and 
his Council. They might alſo conſider perhaps the State 
of the Courts of Law at that time, which could give them 
but lender Hopes of obtaining any Redrels there, 1 ee 
udges 
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Judges and Oracles of Law are greatly wronged and abuſed, 
if they were not then, like the lying Oracle of old, much 
addicted to philippiſing, and willing to raiſe the Royal Pre- 
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rogative above all Reſtraints of Law, or of any other earthly ,,r. 


Power. Their original Records, on which their Proots 
muſt chiefly depend, had likewiſe been taken from them 
by the Privy Council. And the Earl of S2uthampton, who 
had all their Eyes and Hearts fixed upon him, after languiſh- 
ing ſome time, and having firſt loſt his eldeſt Son, the Lord 
Wriothſley, died this following Winter 1624. Lo which 
may be added, that the Succeſs of the Colonies was till 
doubtful, without the King's Favour and Protection; or at 
leaſt againſt his Will, and the perpetual Stretch of his Power 
thwarting and opprefling them. They therefore ſilently 
acquieſced and ſubmitted to this illegal Diſſolution; and 
quietly withdrew from an Affair, which had coſt them ſo 
much Money and Pains, and had given them ſuch continual 
Trouble and Vexation. 
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| F the two firſt of the followings Charters, I have 
75 x ſeen four 2224, 2 the oldeſt Records in 
* 0 8 the Secretary's 25 much mangled and defaced 4 
another in the Council Office, tolerably legible ; a 
third, in a very fair Book of Records, which be- 
langs, as I take it, to the Houſe of Burgeſſes Office, and the 
feurth and moſt correct, I found among Sir John Randolph's 
Papers, tranſcribed by his Clerk, and collated, as I ſuppoſe, 
from different Copies. However, I can venture to aſſure the 
Reader that the Editian, which I here give by the Help of 
the two laſt mentioned Copres, is flill fuller and more correct 
than any of them. Of the third Charter I have never met 
with but one Copy, likewiſe in Sir John Randolph's Collection 
7 publick Papers. It is pretty correttly tranſcribed; and I 

ope, it will be found, with the neceſſary Emendations, I have 
made in it, very complete and exact. Theſe are all the King's 
Charters to the Company, that I have been able to find; al- 
though they certainly are not all, he granted. For many things 
are mentioned in the Company's Records, as drawn from their 
Charters, which, are nevertheleſs not to be found in 5 . 
But to theſe Royal Charters I have added a fourth, The 
Company's Charter and Conſtitution of a Council of State 
and a General Aſſembly ;3 which I found in the above-men- 
tioned Book, belonging to the Clerk's Office of the Houſe of 
Burgeſſes. As their Authority for granting it was unque/tion- 
able, and as it is of an 6% 09109 Nature, and the firſt 
Draught and Foundation of the Conſtitution of this Colony, I 
thought, an Edition of it would not be unacceptable to the 
learnd and curious Reader. 

i once intended (as Biſhop Burnet has done, in a very uſe- 
ful and ſatisfactory Manner, in his Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion) to have added ſeveral other very curious Papers and 
original Pieces of Record. But I perceived, to my no ſmall 
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Surpriſe and Mortification, that ſome of my Countrymen (and 
thaje too, Per ſons of high Fortune and Diſtinction ſeemed to 
be mech alarmed, and to grudge, that a complete Hiſtory of 
their own Country would run to more than one Volume, and 
coſt them above half a Piſtole. I was therefore obliged to 
reſtrain my Hand, and only to inſert ne few moſt neceſſary 
Iiſtruments, fer fear of enbancing the Price, to the immenſe 
Charge and irreparable Damage of ſuch generous and publick- 
pirited Gentlemen. | 

I thought the Publication of theſe Charters the more proper, 
as conceive, that they have never been legally revoked, and 
as they contain things of very great Conſequence and Concern, 
For if the Inbabitants and Natives of theſe Colonies are en- 
titled to all Liberties, Franchiſes, and Immunities of free 
Denizens and natural Subjects, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
as if they had been abiding and born within the Realm of 
England, or any other of his Majeſty's Dominions (as it 
expreſly declared in Sect. xv. of the firſt, and Sect. xxii. of 
the ſecond Charter) what Room can there be 12 that ſia viſb 
Doctrine, which was breached by a Fudge of New-Y ork, in 
a criminal Trial, (the Cafe of Col. Bayard, publiſhed in the 
2 Collection of State Trials) that altho* petitioning the 

ing was no Crime, yet it might be ſo, to petition the 
Houſe of Commons in the Plantations, where the King 
governs. by his PREROGATIVE; a Wird always 
doubtful, equivocal, and ſuſpicious, but to be ſure fruitful ef 
Tyrainy and of «ll arbitrary and illegal Oppreſſion, when 
unfixed and unic//rained by the Law. And what Law in 
the Plantations can curb the Royal Preregative, which is ſaid 
to be as ancient as the Crown of England :tfelf, and to be 
always inherent and inſeperable from it? But it ts not to be 
ſuppoſed, that that Dragoon of the Long-Robe, and legal 
Pander to Slavery, had any Thought or Deſire, to flop with 
the Laws the Breach, which he endeaueured to make in the 
Liberties of the Colonies; or to jlay, with old muldering 


Parchments, the lawleſs and overwhelming Waves of Prero- 


atiVe, 
b BUT farther : If we have a Right to all the Liberties, 
Franchiſes, and Immunitics F Englihmen, in vain was the 
Chicanery of K. Charles II, and at laſt his abſolute Ref! uſal, 
in the Charter which he granted the Colony, to ratify and con- 
firm the Power and Authority of the Grand Afembiy, 
conlifting of the Governor, Council, and Bugeſſes; as alſa 
to graut aud declare, that no Manner of Impoſitions ot 
Taxes ſhould be laid on the Colony, but by the common 
Conſent of the Governor, Council, and Burgcſics, as had 
been therctofore uſed. For what Liberty, Forney, © 
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Immunity is dearer or more eſſential to Engliſhmen, than te 
be ſubjeft to ſuch Laws, as are enacted, and to be liable te 
no Taxes, but what are laid upon them, by thetr own Conſent, 
in a Parliamentary May? And befides, it was then too late 
to abridge the Liberties of our General Aſſemblies, and to keep 
them in a precarious and dependent State, as that Prince (ne- 
ver a Friend to the Liberties of his People or Mankind, but 
about that time particularly plunged in arbitrary Schemes and 
Deſigns) endeavoured to do. For above fifty Years before 
that, the Company had expreſly eftabliſhed the General Aſſjem- 
bly, by 9 Charter in this Cellection, and by a Power 
immediately derived from the King. And ſuppoſing their own 
Charters were afterwards legally revoked, yet that (which 
they granted by his Majeſty's expreſs Authority and Direc- 
tion, and whilſt their own Powers were in full Force and Va- 
lidity) will not, I preſume, conſequently fall and be annulled 
with them. | 

THESE, and the like Concluſions, will naturally ariſe 
from the following Charters. And I therefore hope, I ſhall 


need no other Reaſon or Apology, for thus giving them to the 
Publict. | 


N. 1. 


No. I. 


K. James J.“ Letters Patent to Sir Thomas Gates, Sis 
George Somers, and others, gi two ſeveral Colonies and 
Plantations, to be made in Virginia, and other Parts and 
Territories of America. Dated April 10, 1606. 


I. 
land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, c. 


WHERE As our loving and well diſpoſed Subjects, Sir 
Thomas Gates, and Sir George Somers, Knights, Richard 
Hackluit, Clerk, Prebendary of Weſtminſter, and Edward- Marie 
Wing field, Thomas Hanham, and Ralegh Gilbert, Eſqrs. William 
Parker, and George Popham, Gentlemen, and divers others of our 
loving Subjects, have been humble Suitors unto us, that We would 
vouchiſafe unto them our Licence, to make Habitation, Planta- 
tion, and to deduce a Colony of ſundry of our People into that 
Part of America, commonly called VIRGIN IA, and other Parts 
and Territories in America, either appertaining unto us, or which 
are not now actually poſſeſſed by any Chriſtian Prince or People, 
ſituate, lying, and being il along the Sea Coaſts, between — 


Fi MES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scot- 


and thirty Degrees of Northerly Latitude from the Equinoctial 


Line, and five and forty Degrees of the ſame Latitude, and in 
the main Land between the ſ:me four and thirty and five and 
forty Degrees, and the Iſlands thereunto adjacent, or within one 
hundred Miles of the Coaſt thereof; 

II. An Þ to that End, and for the more ſpeedy Accompliſh- 
ment of their ſaid intended Plantation and Habitation there, are 
defirous to divide themſelves into two ſeveral Colonies and Com- 
panies; The one conſiſting of certain Knights, Gentlemen, Mer- 
chants, and other Adventurers, of our City of London and elſe- 
where, which are, and from time to time ſhall be, joined unto 
them, which do defire to begin their Plantation and Habitation 
in ſome fit and convenient Place, between four and thirty and one 
and forty Degrees of the ſaid Latitude, alongſt the Coaſts of 
Virginia and Coaſts of America aforeſaid ; And the other con- 
ſiting of ſundry Knights, Gentlemen, Merchants, and other Ad- 
venturers, of our Cities of Briſtol and Exeter, and of our Town 
of Plimouth, and of other Places, which do join themſelves unto 
that Colony, which do deſire to begin their Plantation and Ha- 
bitation in ſome fit and convenient Place, between eight and thirty 
Degrees and five and forty Degrees of the ſaid Latitude, all alongſt 
the ſaid Coaſt of Virginia and America, as that Coalt lyeth : 

III. W 8, greatly commending, and graciouſly accepting of, 
their Deſires for the Furtherance of ſo noble a Work, which may, 
by the Providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the Glory 
of his Divine Majelty, in propagating of Chriftiaz 1 


2 K. James's firſt Charter for VI x IxIA, April 10, 1606, 


ſuch People, as yet live in Darkneſs and miſerable Ignorance of 
the true Knowledge and Worſhip of God, and may in time bring 
the Infidels and Savages, living in thoſe Parts, to human Civility, 
and to a ſettled and quiet Government; DO, by theſe our Let. 
ters Patents, graciouſly accept of, and agree to, their humble 
and well intended Deſires; | 

IV. AND do therefore, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
GRANT and agree, that the ſaid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Eaward Maria Wingfield, Ad- 
venturers of and for our City of London, and all ſuch others, as 
are, or ſhall be, joined unto them of that Colony, ſhall be called 
the firſt Colony; And they ſhall and may begin their faid firſt 
Plantation and Habitation, at any Place upon the ſaid Coaſt of 
Virginia or America, where they ſhall think fit and convenient, 
between the ſaid four and thirty and one and forty Degrees of the 
ſaid Latitude; And that they ſhall have all the Lands, Woods, 
Soil, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals, Mar- 
ſhes, Waters, Fiſhings, Commodities, and Hereditaments, what- 
ſoever, from the ſaid firſt Seat of their Plantation and Habitation 
by the Space of fifty Miles of Eng/i Statute Meaſure, all along 
the ſaid Coaſt of Virginia and America, towards the Wet and 
Southweſt, as the Coalt lyeth, with all the Iſlands within one 
hundred Miles directly over againit the ſame Sea Coaſt ; And al- 
ſo all the Lands, Soil, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, 
Minerals, Woods, Waters, Marſhes, Fiſhings, Commodities, and 
Hereditaments, whatſoever, from the ſaid Place of their firſt Plan- 
tation and Habitation for the Space of fifty like Erg/i/ Miles, all 
alongſt the ſaid Coaſts of Virginia and America, towards the Eaft 
and Northeaſt, or towards the North, as the Coaſt ly eth, toge- 
ther with all the Iflands within one hundred Miles, directly over 

3 the ſaid Sea Coaſt; And alſo all the Lands, Woods, Soil, 
SGrounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals, Marſhes, Wa- 
ters, Fiſhings, Commodities, and Hereditaments, whatſoever, 
from the ſame fifty Miles every way on the Sea Coaſt, directly 
into the main Land by the Space of one hundred like Erz/þ 
Miles; And ſhall and may inhabit and remain there; and ſhall 
and may alſo build and fortity within any the ſame, for their bet- 
ter Safeguard and Defence, according to their beſt Diſcretion, and 
the Diſcretion of the Council of that Colony; And that no other 
of our Subjects ſhall be permitted, or ſuffered, to plant or inhabit 
behind, or on the Backſide of them, towards the main Land, 
without the Expreſs Licence or Coulent of the Council of that 
Colony, thereunto in Writing firſt had and obtained. 

V. Ap we do likewiſe, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
by theſe Preſents, CR aN and agree, that the ſaid Thomas Han- 
bam, and Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, 
and all others of the Town of Plimouth in the County of Devon, 
or elſewhere, which are, or ſhall! be, joined unto them of that 
Colony, ſhall be called the /econd Colony ; And that they ſhall and 
may begin their ſaid Plantation and Seat of their firſt Abode and 
Habitation, at any Place upon the ſaid Coaſt of Virginia and 4- 
merica, Where they ſh.Ul think fit and convenient, between 25 

ang 
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and thirty Degrees of the ſaid Latitude, and five and forty De- 

rees of the ſame Latitude; And that they ſhall have all the 
— Soils, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals, 
Woods, Marihes, Waters, Fiſhings, Commodities, and Heredita- 
ments, whatſoever, from the firſt Seat of their Plantation and Ha- 
bitation by the Sp ce of fifty like Exgliſb Miles, as is aforeſaid, 
all alongſt the ſaid Coaſts of Virginia and America, towards the 
Weſt and Southweſt, or towards the South, as the Coaſt lyeth, 
and all the Ifl:nds within one hundred Miles, directly over againſt 
the ſaid Sea Coaſt; And alſo all the Lands, Soils, Grounds, Ha- 
vens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals, Woods, Marſhes, Waters, 
Fiſhings, Commodities, and Hereditaments, whatſoever, from the 
ſaid Place of their firſt Plantation and Habitation for the Space of 
fifty like Miles, all alongſt the ſaid Coaſt of Virginia and Ame- 
rica, towards the Eaft and Northeaſt, or towards the North, as 
the Coaſt lyeth, and all the Iſlands alſo within one hundred Miles 
directly over againſt the ſame Sea Coaſt; And alſo all the Lands, 
Soils, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Woods, Mines, Minerals, 
Marſhes, Waters, Fiſhings, Commodities, and Hereditaments, 
whatſoever, from the ſame fifty Miles every way on the Sea 
Coaſt, directly into the main Land, by the Space of one hundred 
like Exgliſb Miles; And ſhall and may inhabit and remain there; 
and ſhall and may alſo build and fortify within any the ſame for 
their better Safeguard, according to their beſt Diſcretion, and the 
Diſcretion of the Council of that Colony ; And that none of our 
Subjects ſhall be permitted, or ſuffered, to plant or inhabit be- 
hind, or on the Back of them, towards the main Land, without 
the expreſs Licence of the Council of that Colony, in Writing 
thereunto firſt had and obtained. 

VI. PROVIDER D always, and our Will and Pleaſure herein 
is, that the Plantation and Habitation of ſuch of the ſaid Colo- 
nies, as ſhall lait plant themſelves, as aforeſaid, ſhall not be made 
within one hundred like Eng/;4 Miles of the other of them, that 
firſt began to make their Plantation, as aforeſaid. 

VII. Ax D we do alſo ordain, eſtabliſh, and agree, for Us, 
our Heirs, and Succeſſors, that each of the ſaid Colonies ſhall 
have a Council, which ſhall govern and order all Matters and 
Cauſes, which ſhall ariſe, grow, or happen, to or within the fame 
ſeveral Colonies, according to ſuch Laws, Ordinances, and In- 
ſtructions, as ſhall be, in * behalf, given and ſigned with Our 
Hand or Sign Manual, and paſs under the Privy Seal of our 
Realm of England; Each of which Councils ſhall conſiſt of thir- 
teen Perſons, to be ordained, made, and removed. from time | 

to time, according as ſhall be directed and compriſed in the ſame | 
Inſtructions; And ſhall have a ſeveral Seal, for all Matters that ; 
ſhall paſs or concern the ſame ſeveral Councils ; Each of which 
Seals ſhall have the King's Arms engraven on the one Side there- 
of, and his Portraiture on the other ; And that the Seal for the 
Council of the ſaid firſt Colony ſhall have engraven round about, 
on the one Side, theſe Words; Sigi/lum Regis Magne Britannia, 
Francie, & Hiberniz ; on the other Side this Inicription, round 
about ; Pro Concilio prime Colonia Virginie. And the Seal > 
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the Council of the ſaid ſecond Colony ſhall alſo have engraven 
round about the one Side thereof, the aforeſiid Words ; Sigillun 
Regis Magna, Britanniz, Francie, & Hibernir ; and on the 
other Side; Pro Concilio ſecundæ Coloniæ Virginie : 

VIII. AN Þ that alſo there ſh1ll be a Council eſtahliſhed here 
in England, which ſhall, in like Manner, conſiſt of thirteen Per. 
ſons, to be, for that Purpoſe, appointed by Us, our Heirs and 


Succeſſors, which ſhall be called our Council of Virginia ; And 


ſhall, from time to time, have the ſuperior Managing and Direc. 
tion, only of and for all Matters, that ſhall or may concern the 
Government, as well of the ſaid ſeveral Colonies, as of and for 
any other Part or Place, within the aforeſaid Precincts of four 
and thirty and five and forty Degrees, above mentioned; Which 
Council ſhall, in like manner, have a Seal, for Matters concern. 
ing the Council or Colonies, with the like Arms. and Portraiture, 
as aforeſaid, with this Inſcription, engraven round about on the 
one Side; Sigillum Regis Magnæ Britanniæ, Francia, & Hiber- 
ni; and round about the other Side, Pro Concilio fuo Virginie, 

IX. AND moreover, we do GRANT and agree, for Us, our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, that the ſaid ſeveral Councils, of and for 
the ſaid ſeveral Colonies, ſhall and lawfully may, by Virtue 
hereof, from time to time, without any Interruption of Us, our 
Heirs or Succeſſors, give and take Order, to dig, mine, and 
ſearch for all Manner of Mines of Gold, Silver, and Copper, as 
well within any Part of their {aid ſevera] Colonies, as of the ſaid 
main Lands on the Backſide of the ſame Colonies; And to Have 
and enjoy the Gold, Silver, and Copper, to be gotten thereof, 
to the Uſe and Behoof of the ſame Colonies, and the Plantations 
thereof; Y1ELDING therefore, to Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, 
the fifth Part only of all the ſame Gold and Sitver, and the fiſ- 
teenth Part of all the ſame Copper, ſo to be gotten or had, as is 
aforeſaid, without any other Manner of Profit or Account, to be 
given or yielded to Us, our Heirs, or Succeſſors, for or in Re- 
ſpect of the ſ.me : | 

X. AN o that they ſhall, or lawfully may, eſtabliſh and cauſe 
to be made a Coin, to paſs current there between the People of 
thoſe ſeveral Colonies, for the more Eaſe of Traffick and B»rgain- 
ing between and amongſt them and the Natives there, of ſuch 
Metal, and in ſuch Manner and Form, as the ſaid ſeveral Coun- 
cils there ſhall limit and appoint. | 

XI. AN p we do likewiſe, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
by theſe Preſents, give full Power and Authority to the faid Sir 
Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Edward: Ma- 
ria Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, 
and George Popham, and to every of them, and to the ſaid ſeveral 
Companies, Plantations, and Colonies, that they, and every of 
them, ſhall and may, at all and every time and times hereafter, 
have, take, and Jead in the ſaid Voyage, and for and towards the 
ſaid ſeveral Plantations and Colonies, and to travel thitherward, 
and to abide and inhabit there, in every the ſaid Colonies and 
Plantations, ſuch and ſo many of our Subjects, as ſhall willingly 


accompany them or any of them, in the ſaid Voyages and Plan- 


tations, 
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tations; With ſufficient Shipping, and Furniture of Armour, 
Weapons, Ordinance, Powder, Victual, and all other things, 
neceſſary for the ſaid Plantations, and for their Uſe and Defence 
there: PROvibED always, that none of the ſaid Perſons be ſuch, 
as ſhall hereafter be ſpecially reſtrained by Us, our Heirs, or Suc- 
ceſſors. 

XII. Moreover, we do, by theſe Preſents, for Us, our 
Heirs, and Succeſſors, GIVE AND GRANT Licence unto the ſaid 
Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Edward- 
Maria Wing field, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William 
Parker, and George Popham, and to every of the ſaid Colonies, 
that they, and every of them, ſhall and may, from time to time, 
and at all times for ever hereafter, for their ſeveral Defences, en- 
counter, expulſe, repel, and reſiſt, as well by Sea as by Land, 
by all Ways and Means whatſoever, all and every ſuch Perſon 
and Perſons, as without the eſpecial Licence of the ſaid ſeveral 
Colonies and Plantations, ſhall attempt to inhabit within the ſaid 
ſeveral Precincts and Limits of the ſaid ſeveral Colonies and Plan- 
tations, or any of them, or that ſhall enterpriſe or attempt, at 
any time hereafter, the Hurt, Detriment, or Annoyance, of the 
ſaid ſeveral Colonies or Plantations : 

XIII. GrvixG AND GRANTING, by theſe Preſents, unto the 
ſaid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Ed- 
-ward-Maria Wing field, and their Aſſociates of the ſaid firſt Co- 
lony, and unto the ſaid Thomas Hanham, Halegb Gilbert, Milli- 
am Parker, and George Popham, and their Aſſociates of the ſaid 
ſecond Colony, and to every of them, from time to time, and 
at all times for ever hereafter, Power and Authority to take and 
ſurpriſe, by all Ways and Means whatſoever, all and every Per- 
ſon and Perſons, with their Ships, Veſſels, Goods, and other Fur- 
niture, which ſhall be found trafficking, into any Harbour or 
Harbours, Creek or Creeks, or Place, within the Limits or Pre- 
cins of the ſaid feveral Colonies and Plantations, not being of 
the ſame Colony, until ſuch time, as they, being of any Realms 
or Dominions under our Obedience, ſhall pay, or agree to pay, 
to the Hands of the Treaſurer of that Colony, within whoſe Li- 
mits and Precincts they ſhall ſo traffick, two and a half upon eve- 
ry Hundred, of any thing, ſo by them trafficked, bought, or 
ſold ; And being Strangers, and not Subjects under our Obey- 
ſance, until they ſhall pay fire upon every Hundred, of ſuch 
Wares and Merchandiſes, as they ſhall traffick, buy, or ſell, 
within the Precincts of the ſaid ſeveral Colonies, wherein they 
ſhall fo traffick, buy, or ſell, as aforeſaid ; Wich Sums of Mo- 
ney, or Benefit, as aforeſaid, for and during the Space of one and 
twenty Years, next enſuing the Date hereof, ſhall be wholly em- 
ploied to the Uſe, Benefit, and Behoof of the faid ſeveral Plan- 
tations, where ſuch Traffick ſhall be made; And after the ſaid 
one and twenty Years ended, the ſame ſhall be taken to the Uſe 
of Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, by ſuch Officers and Miniſters, 
as by Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, ſhall be thercunto aſſigned 


ar appointed. 
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XIV. An p we do further, by theſe Preſents, for Us, our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, Give AND GRANT unto the ſaid Sir Th. 
mas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward. 
Maria Wing feld, and to their Aſſociates of the ſaid firlt Colony 
and Plantation, and to the ſaid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, 
William Parker, and George Popham, and their Aſſociates of the 
ſaid ſecond Colony and Plantation, that they, and every of them, 
by their Deputies, Miniſters, and Factors, may tranſport the 
Goods, Chattles, Armour, Munition, and Furniture, needful to 
be uſed by them, for their ſaid Apparel, Food, Defence, or 
otherwiſe in Reſpect of the ſaid Plantations, out of our Realms 
of England and Jre/and, and all other our Dominions, from 
time to time, for and during the Time of ſeven Years, next en- 
ſuing the Date hereof, for the better Relief of the ſaid ſeveral 
Colonies and Plantations, without any Cuſtom, Subſidy, or other 
Duty, unto Us, our Heirs, or Succeſſors, to be yielded or payed 
for the ſame. | | 

XV. Als o we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, De- 
CLARE, by theſe Preſents, that all and every the Perſons, being 
our Subjects, which ſhall dwell and inkabit within every or any of 
the ſaid ſeveral Colonies and Plantations, and every of their Chil- 
dren, which ſhall happen to be born within any of the Limits and 
Precincts of the ſaid ſeveral Colonies and Plantations, ſhall x ave 
and enjoy all Liberties, Franchiſes, and Immunities, within any 
of our other Dominions, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if they 
had been abiding and born, within this our Realm of England, 
or any other of our faid Dominions. 

XVI. MorEoveR, our * Will and Pleafure is, and we 
do, by theſe Preſents, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, declare 
and ſet forth, that if any Perſon or Perſons, which ſhall be of 
any of the ſaid Colonies and Plantations, or any other, which 
ſhall traffick to the ſaid . Colonies and Plantations, or any of 
them, ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, tranſport any 
Wares, Merchandiſes, or Commodities, out of any our Domini- 
ons, with a Pretence to land, ſell, or otherwiſe diſpoſe of the 
fame, within any the Limits and Precincts of any the ſaid Colo- 
nies and Plantations, and yet nevertheleſs, being at Sea, or after 
he hath landed the ſame within any of the faid Colonies and 
Plantations, ſhall carry the ſame into any other foreign Coun- 
try, with a Purpoſe there to ſell or diſpoſe of the ſame, 
without the Licence of Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, in that 
Behalf firſt had and obtained ; That then, all the Goods and 
Chactles of ſuch Perſon or Perſons, ſo offending and tranſporting, 
together with the ſaid Ship or Veſſel, wherein ſuch Tranſporta- 
tion was made, ſhall be forfeited to Us, our Heirs, and Suc · 
ceſſors. 

XVII. Proviped always, and our Will and Pleaſure is, and 
we do hereby declare to all Criſtian Kings, Princes, and States, 
that if any Perſon or Perſons, which ſhall hereafter be of any of 
the ſaid ſeveral Colonies and Plantations, or any other, by his, 
their, or any of their Licence and Appointment, ſhall, at any 
time or times hereafter, rob or ſpoil, by Sea os by Land, or do 

any 
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any Act of unjuſt and unlawful Hoſtility, to any the Subjects of 
Us, our Heirs, or Succeſſors, or any the Subjects of any King, 
Prince, Ruler, Governor, or State, being then in League or A- 
mity with Us, our Heirs, or Succeſſors, and that upon ſuch In- 
jury, or upon juſt Complaint of ſuch Prince, Ruler, Governor, 
or State, or their Subjects, We, our Heirs, or Succeſſors, ſhall a 
make open Proclamation, within any of the Ports of our Realm | 
of England, commodious for that Purpoſe, 'That the ſaid Perſon | 
or Perſons, having committed any ſuch Robbery or Spoil, fhall, ' | 
within the Term to be limitted by ſuch Proclamations, make full | 
Reſtitution or Satisfaction of all ſuch Injuries done, fo as the ſaid 
Princes, or others, ſo complaining, may hold themſelves fully 
ſatisfied and contented ; And, that, if the ſaid Perſon or Perſons, | 
having committed ſuch Robbery or Spoil, ſhall not make, or 
cauſe to be made, Satisfaction accordingly, within ſuch Time ſo 
to be limited, That then it hall be lawful to Us, our Heirs, 
and Succeſſors, to put the ſaid Perſon or Perſons, having com- 
mitted ſuch Robbery or Spoil, and their Procurers, Abettors, or 
Comforters, out of our Allegiance and Protection; And that it 
ſhall be lawful and free, far all Princes and others, to purſue with 
Hoſtility the ſajd Offenders, and every of them, and their and 
every of their Procurers, Aiders, Abettors, and Comforters, in 
that Behalf, N 

XVIII. An» finally, we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſ- 
ſors, GRanT and agree, to and with the ſaid Sir Thomas Gates, 
Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward- Maria Wing- 
feld, and all others of the faid firſt Colony, that We, our Heirs, 
and Succeſſors, upon Petition in that Behalf to be made, ſhall, 
by Letters-patent under the Great Seal of England, Giv E and 
GRAN, unto ſuch Perſons, their Heirs and Aſſigns, as the 
Council of that Colony, or the moſt Part of them, ſhall, for that 
Purpoſe, nominate and aſſign, all the Lands, Tenements, and 
Hereditaments, which ſhall be within the Precincts limited for 
that Colony, as is aforeſaid, To E HOL DEN of Us, our Heirs, 
and Succeſſors, as of our Manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, in the Coun- 
ty of Kent, in free and common Soccage only, and not in Ca- 
Pite : 

XIX. An p do, in like Manner, GranT and agree, for Us, 
| our Heirs, and Succeſſors, to and with the faid Thomas Hanham, 
| Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, and all 
| others of the ſaid ſecond Colony, that We, our Heirs, and Suc- 
| ceſſors, upon Petition in that Behalf to be made, ſhall, by Let- 
| ters-patent, under the Great Seal of Eng/and, Give and GRAN 
| unto ſuch Perſons, their Heirs and Aſſigns, as the Council of that 
, Colony, or the moſt Part of them, ſhall, for that Purpoſe, nomi- 
nate and aſſign, all the Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 


which ſhall be within the Precincts limited for that Colony, as is 
aforeſaid, To BE HotDen of Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, as 
of our Manor of Eaft-Greenwich, in the County of Kent, in free 
and common Soccage only, and not in Capite. 
XX. ALL which Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, ſa 
to be paſſed by the ſaid ſeveral Letters-patent, ſhall be ſufficient 
| A a 2 Aſſurance 
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Aſſurance from the ſaid Patentees, ſo diſtributed and divided 4. 
mongſt the Undertakers for the Plantation of the ſaid ſeveral Co- 
lonies, and ſuch as ſhall make their Plantations in either of the 
ſaid ſeveral Colonies, in ſuch Manner and Form, and for ſuch 
Eſtates, as ſhall be ordered and ſet down by the Council of the 
ſaid Colony, or the moſt Part of them, reſpectively, within which 
the ſame Lands, 'Tenements, and Hereditaments ſhall lye or be; 
Although expreſs Mention of the true yearly Value or Certainty 
of the Premiſes, or any of them, or of any other Gifts or Grants, 
by Us or any of our Progenitors or Predeceſſors, to the aforeſaid 
Sir Thomas Gates, Knt. Sir George Somers, Knt. Richard Hacklutt, 
Edward: Maria Wing field, Thomas Hanham, Falegh Gilbert, 
William Parker, and George Popham, or any of them, hereto- 
fore made, in theſe Preſents, is not made; Or any Statute, Act, 
Ordinance, or Proviſion, Proclamation, or Reſtraint, to the con- 
trary hereof had, made, ordained, or any other Thing, Cauſe, 
or Matter whatſoever, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. In Wrr- 
N EAS whereof, we have cauſed theſe our Letters to be made Pa- 
tents; Witneſs Ourſelf at Weſtminſter, the tenth Day of A4þr/, 
in the fourth Year of our Reign of England, France, and Jreland, 
and of Scotland the nine and thirtieth. 2 | 
| Lukin 


Per breve de private Sigillo. 


Ne. II. 
King James the I. 's ſecond Charter to the ones and 


Company for Virginia, ere&ing them into a Corporation 
and Body politick, and for the further Enlargement and 
Explanation of the Privileges of the ſaid Company and 
fir jt Colony of Virginia. Dated May 23, 1609. 


> 7 AMES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scot- 

land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Cc. 

To all, to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. WHerE- 
as, at the humble Suit and Requeſt of ſundry our loving and 

well diſpoſed Subjects, intending to deduce a Colony, and to 
make Habitation and Plantation of ſundry our People, in that 
Part of America, commonly called VI GIN IA, and other Parts 
and Territories in America, either appertaining unto Us, or which 
are not actually poſſeſſed of any Chriſtian Prince or People, with- 
in certain Bounds and Regions, We have formerly, by our Letters- 
patents, bearing Date the tenth Day of 4pri/, in the fourth Year 
of our Reign of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland 
the nine and thirtieth, GrRanTEeD to Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
Somers, and others, for the more ſpeedy Accompliſhment of the 
ſaid Plantation and Habitation, that they ſhould divide themſeivez 
into two Colonies (che one conſiſting of divers Knights, Gentle- 
men, Merchants, and others, uf our City of London, _ ta 
; os : | ier 
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FizsT CoLoxny ; And the other conſiſting of divers Knights, 
Gentlemen and others, of our Cities of Briftol, Exeter, and 
Town of Plimouth, and other Places, called the EON Coo N 
And have yielded and granted many and ſundry Privileges and 
Liberties to each Colony, for their quiet Settling and good Go- 
yernment therein, as by the ſaid Letters-patents more at large 
appeareth : | | 

Il. Now, foraſmuch as divers and ſundry of our loving Sub- 
jects, as well Adventurers, as Planters, of the ſaid firſt Colony, 
which have already engaged themſelves in furthering the Buſi- 
neſs of the ſaid Colony and Plantation, and do further intend, 
by the Afiiftance of Almighty God, to proſecute the ſame to a 
happy End, have of late been humble Suitors unto Us, that (in 
Reſpe& of their great Charges and the Adventure of many of 
their Lives, which they have hazarded in the ſaid Diſcovery and 
Plantation of the ſaid Country) We would be pleaſed to grant 
them a further Enlargement and Explanation of, the ſaid Grant, 
Privileges, and Liberties, and that ſuch Counſellors, and other 
Officers, may be appointed amongit them, to manage and direct 
their Affairs, as are willing and ready to adventure with them, 
as alſo whoſe Dwellings are not ſo far remote ſrom the City of 
London, but that they may, at convenient "Times, be ready at 
Hand, to give their Advice and Aſſiſtance, upon all Occaſions 
requiſite. 

Ill. WE, greatly affecting the effectual Proſecution and happy 
Succeſs of the ſaid Plantation, and commenting their good De- 
fires therein, for their further. Encouragement in accompliſhing ſo 
excellent a Work, much pleaſing to God, and profitable to our 
Kingdom, Do, of our «ſpecial Grace, and certain Knowledge, 
and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Givx, 
Gaar, and ConrjRM, to our truſty and well beloved Subjects, 
Robert, Earl of Saliſbury, Thomas, Earl of Suffolk, Henry, Earl of 
Southampton, William, Earl of Pembroke, Henry, Earl of Lincoln, 
Earl of Dor/et, Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Philip, Earl of Mont- 
gomery, Robert, Lord Viſcount Lifle, Theophilus, Lord Howard 
of Walden, James Montague, Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
Edward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, Lord Lawarr, William, Lord 
Mounteagle, Ralph, Lord Exwwre, Edmond, Lord Sheffield, Grey, 
Lord Chandois, Lord Compton, John, Lord Petre, John Lord 
Stanhope, George, Lord Carew, Sir Humphry Weld, Lord Mayor 
of London, George Percie, Eſq; Sir Edward Cecil, Knt. Sir George 
Wharton, Knt. Francis Weſt, Eſq; Sir William Wade, Knt. Sir 
Henry Newil, Knt. Sir Thomas *mith, Knt. Sir Oliver Cromwell, 
Knt. Sir Peter Manwood, Knt. Sir Drue Drury, Knight, Sir 

on cot, Knt' Sir Thomas Challoner, Knt, Sir Robert Drury, 
Knt. Sir Anthony Cope, Knt. Sir Horatio Vere, Knt. Sir Edward 
Conway, Knt. Sir William Brown, Kant. Sir Maurice Berkeley, 


Knt. Sir. fobert Manſel, Knt. Sir Amias Preſton, Knt, Sir Tho- 


mas Gates, Knt. Sir Anthony A/ſply, Knt. Sir Michael Sanays, 
Kant. Sir Henry Carey, Knt. Sir tephen Soame, Kut. Sir Caliſ- 
thenes Brooke, Knt. Sir Edward Michelborn, Knt. Sir Jobn Rat- 
(life, Knt. Sir Charles Wilmot, Knight, Sir George Moor, * 
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Sir Hugh Wirral, Knt. Sir Thomas Dennis, Knt. Sir John Hollen 
Knt. Sir William Godolphin, Knt. Sir Thomas Monſon, Knt: Sit 
Thomas / idewine, Knt. Sir John Brooke, Knt. Sir * obert Killi- 
2 * Knt. Sir Henry Peyton, Knt. Sir / ichard Williamſon, Knt. 

ir Ferdinando Weynman, Knt. Sir William St. John, Knt. Sir 
Thomas Helcroft, Knt. Sir John Mallory, Knt. Sir Roger Aſhton, 
Knight, Sir Walter Cope, Knight, Sir Richard Wigmore, Knight, 
Sir William Coke, Knight, Sir Herbert Crofte, Knt, Sir Heng 
Fanſhaw, Knt. Sir John Smith, Knt. Sir Francis W'slley, Knt. Sir 
Edward Waterhouſe, Knt. Sir Henry Seekford, Knt. * Sir Edwix 
Sandys, Knt. Sir Thomas Waynam, Knut. Sir John Trevor, Knt. 
Sir Warwick Heele, Knt. Sir Robert Wroth, Knt. Sir John Town- 
fend, Knt. Sir Chriſtopher terkins, Knt. Sir Daniel Dun, Knt. Sir 
Henry Hobart, Knt. Sir Francis Bacon, Knt. Sir Henry Montague, 
Ent. Sir George Coppin, Knt. Sir Samuel Sandys, Knt. Sir Thomas 
Poe, Knt. Sir George Somers, Knt. Sir Thomas Freake, Knt. Sir 
Thomas Harwel!, Knt. Sir Charles Kelke, Knt. Sir Baptiſt Hicks, 
Kat. Sir John Watts, Knt. Sir Robert Carey, Knt. Sir M illian 
Romney, Knt. Sir Thomas Middleton, Knt. Sir Hatton Cheeke, Knt. 
Sir John Ogle, Knt. Sir Cavallero Meycot, Knt. Sir Stephen Rid- 
aleſon, Knt. Sir Thomas Bludder, Knt. Sir Anthony Aucher, Knt. 
Sir ”obert Johnſon, Knt. Sir Thomas Panton, Knt. Sir Charles 
Morgan, Knt. Sir Stephen Pole, Knt. Sir John Burlacie, Knt. Sir 
Chriſtopher Cleave, Knt. Sir George Hayward, Knt. Sir Thoma, 
Davis, Kut. Sir Thomas Sutton, Knut. Sir Anthony Foreſt, Knt. Sir 
Hobert Payne, Knt. Sir John Digby, Knt. Sir Dudley Digges, Knt. 
Sir owland Cotton, Knt. Dr. Matthew Sutcliffe, Dr. Meadows, 
Dr. Turner, Dr. Poe, Captain Pagnam, Capt. Jeffrey Holcrofte, 
Captain Homney, Captain Henry Spry, Captain She/ton, Captain 


' Sparks, Captain Thomas Wyat, Captain Brin/ley, Captain William 


Courtney, Captain Herbert, Captain Clarke, Captain Dervhurſt, 
Captain John Blundell, Captain Fryer, Captain Lewis Orwell, 
Captain Edward Loyd, Captain Slinge/by, Captain Hawley, Cap- 
tain Orme, Captain Woodhouſe, Captain Maſon, Captain Thomas 
Holcroft, Captain John Coke, Captain Holles, Captain William 
Proude, Captain Henry Woodhouſe, Captain / ichard Lindeſey, Cap- 
tain Dexter, Captain William Winter, Captain Pear/e, Captain 
Jobn Bingham, Captain Burray, Captain Thomas Conway, Cap- 
tain Pookwood, Captain William Lovelace, Captain John Abloy, 
Captain Thomas Wynne, Captain Thomas Metis, Captain Edward 
Harwood, Captain Michael Everard, Captain Comock, Captain 
Mills, Captain Piget, Captain Edward-Maria Wing field, Captain 


The Adventurers Names are vaſtly confuſed and different in the different 
M. S. Copics of this Charter. I choſe the two faireſt and moſt correct Copies, 


that I had met with, to tranſcribe this from; and altho* they both agree in 


writing this Name, Sir Edward Sands, or Sardis, yet they are both certainly 
wrong, as might be eaſily proved, were it worth while, and would not be too 
tedious, I was alſo much puzzled to adjuſt and ſet right others of the Names; 
and altho' I was at no ſmall Pains in collating the Copies, and in conſulting and 
referring to other ancient Letters Patents and Papers, yet I will not affirm that 
I am not often miftaken, But however erroneous and perplexed the Names of 
Adventurers may be, yet I found the malt Body, and material Parts of the 
Cl:arter, very clear, full, and correct, : 

f ; Chriſtopher 
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Chriftopher Newport, Captain John Sicklemore, alias Ratcliffe, 
Captain John Smith, Captain John Martin, Captain Peter Wynne, 
Captain Walds, Captain Thomas Wood, Captain Thomas Button, 
George Bolls, Eſq; Sheriff of London, William Craſhaw, Clerk, 
Batchelor of Divinity, William Seabright, Eſq; Chriflopher Brooke, 
Eſq; John Bingley, Eſq; Thomas Watſon, Eſq; Richard Percival, 
Eſq; John Moore, Eſq; Hugh Brooker, Eſq; David Woodhouſe, 
Elqz Anthony Aucher, Eſq; Robert Boyer, Eſq; Ralph Ewent, 
Eſq; Zachary Jones, Eſq; George Calvert, Eſq; William Dobſon, 
Eſq; Henry Reynolds, Eſq; Thomas Walker, Eſq; Anthony Barnars, 
Eſq; Thomas Sandys, Eſq; Henry Sandys, Eſq; Richard Sandys, 
Eſq; Son of Sir Edwin Sandys, William Oxenbridge, Eſq; Fohn 
Moore, Eſq; Thomas Wilſon, Eſq, Jobn Bullock, Eſq; John Waller, 
Eſq; Thomas Webb, Jebu Robinſon, William Brewſter, Robert E- 
welyn, Henry Danby, Richard Hackluit, Miniſter, John Elarid, 
Merchant, William Ruſſel, Merchant, John Merrick Merchant, 
Richard Baniſter, Merchant, Charles Anthony, Goldſmith, John 
Banks, William Evans, Richard Humble, Richard Chamberlayne, 
Merchant, Thomas Barber, Merchant, Richard Pomet, Merchant, 
John Fletcher, Merchant, Thomas Nicholls, Merchant, John Stoke, 
Merchant, Gabriel Archer, Francis Covel, William Bonham, EAd- 
ward Harriſon, John Wolſftenholme, Nicholas Salter, Hugh Evan, 
William Barnes, Otho Marwwdet, kichard Staper, Merchant, Jobu 
Elkin, Merchant, William Coyſe, Thomas Perkin, Cooper, Hum- 
pbry James, Cooper, Henry Jackſon, Robert Singleton, Chriſtopher 
Nicholls, e Harper, Abraham Chamberlayne, Thomas Shipton, 
Thomas Carpenter, Anthony Creww, George Holman, Robert Hill, 
Cleophas Smith, Ralph Harriſon, John Farmer, James Brearley, 
William Croſby, Richard Cox, John Gearing, Richard Strongarm, 
Ironmongers, Thomas Langton, Griffith Hinton, Richard Ironſide, 
Richard Dean, Richard Turner, William Lawſon, Mercer, james 
Chatfield, Edward Allen Tedder, Robert Hildebrand Sprinſon, Ar- 
thur Mouſe, John Gardiner, James Ruſſel, Richard 1 Rich- 
ard Evans, John Hawkins, Richard Kerril, Richard Broke, Mat- 

thew Screvener, Gentleman, William Stallenge, Gentleman, A.- 
thur Venn, Gentleman, Sandys Webbe, Gentleman, Michael Phet- 
tiplace, Gentleman, William Phettiplace, Gentleman, Ambroſe 
Pruſey, Gentleman, John Tawerner, Gentleman, George Pretty, 
Gentleman, Peter Latham, Gentleman, Thomas Montford, Gen- 
tleman, William Cantrel, Gentleman, Richard Wiffin, Gentleman, 
Raye Moreton, Gentleman, John Cornelius, Martin Freeman, 
Raiph Freeman, Andrew Moore, Thomas White, Edward Perkin, 
Robert Offley, Thomas Whitley, George Pit, Robert Parkhurſt, Tho- 
mas Morris, Peter Harloe, Jeffry Bae, John Gilbert, William 
Hancock, Matthew Brown, Francis Tyrrel, Randolph Carter, Otho- 
well Smith, Thomas Hamond, Martin Bond, Haberdaſher, Jobs 
Moulſoe, Robert Johnſon, William Yeung, John Woodal, William 
Felgate, Humfrey Weſtwood, Richard Champion, Henry Robinſon, 
Francis Mapes, William Sambach, Ralegh Craſhaw, Daniel Tucker, 
Thomas Grave, Hugh Willeflon, Thomas Culpepper, of Wigsel, Eſq 
John Culpepper, Gentleman, Henry Lee, Jofias Kerton, Gentleman, 
John Por), Gentleman, Heury Collins, George Burton, William 
D Akin. uy 
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Ainſan, Thomas Poreft, John Ruſſel, Fohn Holt, Harman Har- 
riſon, Gabriel Beedel, Fohn Beedel, Henry Dawkes, George Scot, 
Edward Fleetwood, Gentleman, Richard Rogers, Gentleman, Ar- 
thur Robinſon, Robert Robinſon, John Huntley, John Gray, Wil. 
liam Payne, William Field, William Matter, William W er, 
Fohn Dingley, Thomas Draper, Richard Glanwil, Arnold Hulls, 
Henry Roe, William More, Nicholas Gryce, James Monger, Ni- 
cholas Andrews, Teremy Haydn, Ironmonger, Philip Durette, 
John Quarles, ohn Weſt, Matthew Springham, John Johnſon, 
Chr iſopher Hore, Thomas Snead, George Berkeley, Arthur Pet, 
Thomas Careles, William Berkley, Thomas Johnſon, * Alexander 
Bents, Captam William King, George Sandys, Gentleman, James 
White, Gentleman, Edmond Wynne, Charles Towler, Richard Rey- 
nld, Edward i ebb, Richard Mapleſden, Thomas Lever, David 
Dourne, Thomas W ed. Ralph Hines Edvard Barnes, Mercer, 
Jobn Wright, Mercer, Robert Middleton, Edward Littlefield, Ka- 
tharine I ft, Thomas Web, Ralph King, Robert Coppin, James Aſ- 
Vu, Chriflopher Holt, William Bardwell Alexander Chiles, Lewis 
Tate, Edward Nitchfield, James Stuiſte, Richard Widdowes, Gold- 
ſmith, Edmond Brudenell, Edward Burwell, John Hansford, Edward 
Wooller, William Palmer, Haberdaſher, John Badger, John Hodg- 
fon, Peter Monnſel, John C arril, John Buſbridge, 27 fan Dun, Tho- 
mas Jubnſon, Nicholas Benſon, Thomas Shipton, Nathaniel Wade, 
Kandal Wetwood, Matthew, Dequeſter, (harles Haculins, Hugh 
Hamerſ/ley, Abraham \ artawright, George Bennet, William Cater, 
Fichard Goddart, Henry Cromeetl. Phineas Pet, Robert Cooper, 
John Cooper, Henry Neawwce, Edward Wilkes, Robert Bateman, Ni- 
cholas Farrar, John Newhouſe, John Caſon, I homas Harris, Gen- 
tleman, George Etheridge, Gentleman, Thomas Mayle, Gentleman, 
Richard Stafford, Thomas , Richard Cooper, John WSV 
trow, Edward Welch, Thomas Br fats, Thomas Knowles, Oaa- 
wian'' horne, Edmond Smith, John March, Edward Carew, 1 ho- 
mas Pleydall, Richard Let, M: les Palmer, Henry Price, John Jo- 
ſua, Gentleman, W Hlliam Clauday, Jeremy Fearſye, John Bree, 
Gentlem: an, William Hampſon, Chriſtopher Pickford, Thomas Hunt, 
omas Truſlon, Chriſtopher Salmon, John Howard, Clerk, Rich- 
ard Partridge, Allen Caſſen, Felix Wilſon, Thomas Bathurſt, George 
Wilmer, Ardrew Wilmer, Maurice Lewellin, Thomas Godwin, 
Feter Burgoyne, Thomas Burgoyne, Robert Burgoyne, Robert Smith, 
Merchant-taylor, Edward Cage, Grocer, Thomas Cannon, Gen- 
tleman, William Welby, Stationer, Chant Wilmer, Gentleman, 
Fohn Clapham, Gentleman, Giles Francis, Gentleman, Georg- 
Waller, Sadler, ohn Sxinhew, Sta tioner, Edward Biſhop, Sta- 
tionet, Leonard White, Gentleman, Chriſtopher Baron, Peter Ben- 
ſen, Richard Smith, George Proctor, Miniſter, Millicent Ramſdent, 
Widow, Joſeph Soane, Thomas , inhaxw, Fobn Baker, Robert 
Thornton, John Davis, Edward Facet, George Newce, Gentleman, 
Jahn Robinſon, Captain mas Wood, William Brown, Shoema- 
ket, Robert Barker, Shoemaker, Robert Pennington, Francis Bur, 
ley, Miniſter, William Duick, Grocer, Edward Lewis, Grocer, 
Laurence Campe, Draper, Aden Perkins, Grocer, Richard Shepherd, 


Preacher, William Sherley, Haberdaſher, William Taylor, er 
daſher, 
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daſher, Edwin Lukin, Gentleman, John Frankl;n, Haberdaſher, 
John Southwick, Peter Peate, George Johan, Ironmonger, George 
Yeardley, Gentleman, Henry Shelley, ohn Prat, Thomas Church, 
Draper, William Powel, Gentleman, Richard Frith, Gentleman, 
Thomas Wheeler, Draper, Francis Haſelrig, Gentleman, Hugh 
Shipley, Gentleman, John Andrews the Elder, Doctor of Cam- 
bridze, Francis Whiſtler, Gentleman, 7m Vaſſal, Gentleman, 
Richard Howle, Edvard Berkeley, Gentleman, Kichard Keneridge 
burg, Gentleman, Nicholas Exton, Draper, William Bennet, Fiſh- 
monger, James Haywwoid, Merchant, Nicholas Iſaac, Merchant, 
William Gibbs, Merchant, Biſhop, Bernard Mitchel, Iſaac 
Mitchel, John Streate, Edward Gall, John Martin, Gentleman, 
Thomas Fox, Luke Lodge, John Woodliffe, Gentleman, Richard 
W:bb, Vincent Low, Samuel Burnham, Edmund Pears, Haber- 
daſher, John Googe, John St. John, Edward Vaughan, William 
Dunn, Thomas Alcocke, Jobn Andrews the Younger, of Cam- 
bridge, Samuel Smith, Thomas Gerrard, Thimas Whittingham, 
William Canning, Paul Canning, George Chandler, Henry Vincent, 
Thomas Ketley, James Skelton, James Mount 1ine, George Webb, 
Gentleman, Joſeph Newbridge, Smith, Joſiah Mand, Cap- 
tain Ralph Hamer, the Younger, Edward Brewſter, the Son of 
William Brewſter, Leonard Harwood, Mercer, Philip Druerdent, 
William Carpenter, Triſtian Hill, Robert Cock, Grocer, Laurence 
Greeie, Grocer, Samuel Winch, Grocer, Humphrey Stile, Grocer, 
Avern Dransfield, Grocer, Edward Hodges, Grocer, Edward 
| Beale, Grocer, Thomas Culler, Grocer, Ralph Buſby, Grocer, 
Jobn Whittingham, Grocer, John Hide, Grocer, Matthew 
Shepherd, Grocer, Thomas Allen, Grocer, Richard Hooker, Gro- 
cer, Lawrence Munks, Grocer, John Tanner, Grocer, Peter 
Gate, Grocer, John Blunt, Grocer, Robert Phips, Grocer, Ro- 
bert Berrisford. Grocer, Thomas Wells, Grocer, Jobn Ellis, 
Grocer, Henry Colthur/t, Grocer, John Cawady, Grocer, Thomas 
Jennings, Grocer, Edmond Paſball, Grocer, Timothy Bathurſt, 
Grocer, Giles Par/low, Grocer, Robert Milmay, Grocer, Richard 
Johnſon, Grocer, William Johnſon, Vintner, Ezekiel Smith, 
Richard Martin, William Sharpe, Robert Rich, William Stan- 
nard, Innholder, John Stocten, William Strachey, Gentleman, 
George Farmer, Gentleman, Thomas Gypes, Clothworker, Abra- 
bam Davies, Gentleman, Themas Brocket, Gentleman, George 
Bache, Fiſhmonger, John Dike, Fiſhmonger, Henry Spranger, 
Richard Farrington, Chriſtopher Vertue, Vintner, Thomas Bayley, 
Vintner, George Robins, Vintner, Tobias Hinſon, Grocer, Vian 
Spencer, Clement Chicheley, John Scarpe, Gentleman, James 
Campbell, Ironmonger. Chriftopher Clitheroe, Ironmonger, Philip 
Facobſon, Peter Jacobſon, of Antwerp, William Berieley, Miles 
Banks, Cutler, Peter Higgons, Grocer, Henry John, Gentleman, 
John Stokeley, Merchint taylor, The Company of Mercers, the 
Company of Grocers, the Company of Drapers, the Company 
Fiſhmongers, the Comoany of Goldſmiths, the Company of 
Skinners, the Company of Merchant-taylers, the Company of 
Haberdaſhers, the Company of Salters, the Company of Iron- 
mongers, the Company of Vintners, the Company * 
B b 
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the Company of Dyers, the Company of Brewers, the Company 
of Leatherſellers, the Company of Pewterers, the Company of 
Cutlers, the Company of Whitebakers, the Company of Wax- 
Chandlers, the Company of Tallow-Chandlers, the Company of 
Armorers, the Company of Girdlers, the omprny of Butchers, 
the Company of Sadlers, the Company of Carpenters, the Com- 
pany of Cordwaynes, the Company of Barber-Chirurgeons, the 
Company of Paintſtainers, the Company of Curriers, the Com- 

any of Maſons, the Company of Plumbers, the Company In- 
. the Company of Founders, the Company of Poulterers, 
the Company of Cooks, the Company of Coopers, the 4 'ompany 
of Tylers and Bricklayers, the Company of Bowyers, the Com- 
pany of Fletchers, the Company of Blackſmiths, the Company 
of Joiners, the Company of Weavers, the Company of Wool- 
men, the Company of Woodmongers, the Company of Scrive- 
ners, the Company of Fruiterers, the Company of Plaiſters, the 
Company of Brownbakers, the Company of Stationers, the 
Company of Imbroiderers, the Company of Upholſters, the 
Company of Muſicians, the Company of Turners, the Com- 
pany of Gardiners, the Company of Baſketmakers, the Com- 
pany of Glaziers, John Lewet, Merchant, Thomas Nornicot, Cloth- 
worker, Richard Venn, Haberdaſher, Thomas Scot, Gentleman, 
Thomas 7uxon, Merchant-taylor, George Henkinſon, Thomas Seyer, 
Gentleman, Matthew Cooper, George Butler, Gentleman, Thomas 
Lawſon, Gentleman, Edward Smith, Haberdaſher, Steven Spar- 
row, John Jones, Merchant, Reynolds, Brewer, Thomas 
Plummer, Merchant, Fames Duppa, Brewer, Rowland Coitmore, 
William Southerne, George Whitmore, Haberdaſher, Anthony Goſ- 
nold, the Younger, John Allen, Fiſhmonger, Simon Yeomans, 
Fiſhmonger, Lancelot Davis, Gentlemen, John Hopkins, Alder- 
man of Briſtol, Jobn Kettleby, Gentleman, Richard Clene, Gold- 
ſmith, George Hooker, Gentleman, Robert Chening, Yeoman ; 
AND to ſuch, and ſo many, as they do, or ſhall heraafter, ad- 
mit to be joined with them, in Form hereafter in theſe Preſents 
expreſſed, whether they go in their Perſons, to be Planters there 
in the ſaid Plantation, or whether they go not, but adventure 
their Monies, Goods, or Chattels; THAT they ſhall be one 
Body or Commonalty perpetual, and ſhall have perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion, and one Common Seal, to ſerve for the ſaid Body or 
Commonalty; And that they, and their Succeſſors, ſhall be 
Known, CALLED, and INCORPORATED by the Name of, The 
Treaſurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the City of 
London for the firſt Colony in Virginia: 

IV. AND that they, and their Succeſſors, ſhall be, from hence- 
forth, for ever enabled to TAKE, AcQUIRE, and PURCHASE, 
by the Name aforeſaid (Licence for the ſame, from Us, our 
Heirs or Succeſſors, firſt had and obtained, any Manner of Lands, 
Tenements, and Hereditaments, Goods, and Chattels, within 
our Realm of England, and Dominion of ale: 

V. Ap that they, and their Succeſſors, ſhall likewiſe be ena- 
bled, by the Name aforeſaid, to PLEAD, and BE IMPLEADED, 
before any of our Judges or Juſtices, in any of our Courts, and 
in any Actions or Suits whatſoever. VI, 
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VI. Ax d we do alſo, of our ſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, 
and mere Motion, GIvE, GRANT, and CONFIRM, unto the ſaid 
Treaſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, under the Reſer- 
vations, Limitations, and Declarations, hereafter expreſſed, all 
thoſe Lands, Countries, and Territories, fituate, lying, and be- 
ing, in that Part of America called VIRGINIA, from the Point 
of Land, called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the Sea Coſt, 
to the Northward two hundred Mile:, and from the ſaid Point of 
Cape Comfort, all along the Sea Colt, to the Couthward two hun- 
dred Miles, and all that Space and Circuit of Land, ly ing from 
the Sea Coaſt of the Precinct aforeſaid, up into the Land, through- 
out from Sea to Sea, Weſt, and Northweſt ; And alſo all the Iſ- 
lands, lying within one hundred Miles, along the Coaſt of both 
Seas of the Precin@ aforeſaid ; Together with all the Soils, 
Grounds, Havens, and Ports, Mines, as well Royal Mines of Gold 
and Silver, as other Minerals, Pearls, and precious Stones, Quar- 
ries, Woods, Rivers, Waters, Fiſhings, Commodities, Juriſdic- 
tions, Royalties, Privileges, Franchiſes, and Preheminces, within 
the ſaid Territories, and the Precincts thereof, whatſoever, and 
thereto and thereabouts, both by Sea and Land, being, or in any 
ſort belonging or appertaining, and which We, by our Letters 
Patents, may or can grant, in as ample Manner and Sort, as We, 
or any our noble Progenitors, have heretofore granted to any 
Company, Body politick or corporate, or to any Adventurer, or 
Adventurers, Undertaker or Undertakers, of any Diſcoveries, 
Plantations, or Traffick, of in or into any foreign Parts whatſo- 

ever, and in as large and ample Manner, as if the ſame were 
herein particularly mentioned and expreſſed ; To rave and ro 
HOLD, poſſeſs and enjoy, all and fingular the ſaid Lands, Coun- 
tries, and Territories, with all and ſingular other the Premiſes, 
heretofore by theſe Preſents granted, or mentioned to be granted, 
to them, the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, their Succeſſors and 
Aſſigns for ever; To the ſole and proper Uſe of them, the ſaid 
Treaſurer and Company, their Succefſors and Aſſigns for ever 
To Be HoLDEn of Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, as of our Ma- 
nour of Eaft-Greenwich, in free and common Soccage, and not in 
Capite; Y1iELDiNG and PAIN, therefore, to Us, our Heirs, 
and Succeſſors, the fifth Part only of all Ore of Gold and Silver, 
that, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, ſhall be there 
gotten, had, or obtained, for all Manner of Services. 

VII. An p nevertheleſs, our Will and Pleaſure is, and we do, 
by theſe Preſents, charge, command, warrant, and authoriſe, 
that the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, or their Succeſſors, or the 
major Part of them, which ſhall be preſent and aſſembled for that 
Purpoſe, ſhall, from time to time, under their Common Seal, 
D1sTrIBUTE, convey, aſſign, and ſet over, ſuch particular Por- 
tions of Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, by theſe Preſents, 
formerly granted, unto ſuch our loving Subjects, naturally born, 
or Deaizens, or others, as well Adventurers as Planters, as by the 
faid Company (upon a Commiſſion of Survey and Diftribution, 
executed and returned for that Purpoſe) ſhall be nominated, ap- 
pointed, and allowed ; Wherein our Will and Pleaſure is, that 
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Reſpect be had, as well of the Proportion of the Adventurer, as 
to the ſpecial Service, Hazard, Exploit, or Merit of any Perſon, 
ſo to be recompenced, advanced, or rewarded. 

VIII. Ax Þ foraſmuch, as the good and proſperous Succeſs of 
the ſaid Plantation cannot but chiefly depend, next under the 
Bleſſing of God, and the Support of our Royal Authority, upon 
the provident and good Direction of the whole Enterprize, by 
a careful and underſtanding Council, and that it is not conve- 
nient, that all the Adventurers ſhall be fo often drawn to meet 
and aſſemble, as ſhall be requiſite for them to have Meetings and 
Conference about the Affairs thereof; "Therefore we do oRD¹ñAIN, 
eſtabliſh, and confirm, that theae ſhall! be perpetually one Coun- 
i here reſident, according to the 'I'enour of our former Let- 
ters-patents; Which Council ſhall have a Seal, for the better 
Government and Adminiſtration of the ſaid Plantation, befides 
the legal Seal of the Company or Corporation, as in our former 
Letters-patents is alſo expreſſed. 

IX. Asp further, we ESTABLISH and oRDAIN, that Henry, 
Earl of Southampton, William, Earl of Pembroke, Henry, Earl of 
Lincoln, Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Robert, Lord Viſcount Liſle, 
Lord Theophilus Howrrd, James, Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
Edward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, Lord Lawarr, William, Lord 
Monteagle, Edmond, Lord Sheffield, Grey, Lord Chandois, obn, 
Lord Stanbepe, George, Lord Carew, Sir Humfrey Weld, Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Fdward Cecil, Sir William Wade, Sir 
Henry Newil, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Oliver Cromacell, Sir Peter 
Manwood, Sir Thamas Challoner, Sir Henry Hobart, Sir Francis 
Bacon, Sir George Coppin, Sir John Scot, ir Henry Carey, ir 
Robert Drury, Sir Horatio Vere, Sir Edward Conway, Sir Mau- 
rice Barkeley, Sir Thoma Gates, Sir Michael Sandys, Sir Robert 
Manjel, Sir ohn Trevor, Sir Amias Preflon, Sir William Godol- 
bin, Sir Walter Cope, Sir Robert Killigrew, Sir Henry Fanſhaw, 
Sir Edwin Sand:s, Sir John Watts, Sir Henry Montague, Sir 
William Romney, S r Thomas Roe, Sir Baptifi Hicks, Sir Richard 
Williamſon, Sir Stephen Poole, ir Dudley Digges, Chriftopher 
Brooke, Eſq; John Eldred, and John Wolfienholme, (hall be our 
Council for the ſaid Company of Adventurers and Planters in 
Virginia. | 

X. Ap the ſaid Thomas Smith we do oRDain to be Trea- 
ſurer of the ſaid Compiny ; which Tre: furer ſhall have Authority 
to give Order, for the Warning of the Council, and ſummoning 
the Company, to their Courts and Meetings. | 

XI. Ano the ſ:id Council and Treaſurer, or any of 
them, ſhall be from henceforth, nominated, choſen, continued, 
diſplaced, changed, alteied, and ſupplied, as Death, or other 
ſeveral Occifions, ſhall require, out of the Company of the ſaid 
Adventurers, by the Voice of the greater Part of the ſaid Com- 

pany and Adventurers, in their Aſſembly for that Purpoſe : 
Proviptn always, that every Counſchlor, fo newly elected, ſhall 
be prefered to Us: Lord Chancellor of England, or to the Lord 
Hiol Treaturcr of Fg, or to the Lord Chamberlain of the 
Hou:chold of Us, our Heirs, and Succcſſors, for the time being, 
to 
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to take his Oath of a Counſellor to Us, our Heirs, and Suc- 
ceſſors, for the ſaid Company of Adventurers and Colony in 
Virginia. 

XII. Ax p we do, by theſe Preſents, of our ſpecial Grace, 
certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs and 
Succcſſors, GRAN H unto the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, and 
their Succeſſors, that if it happen, at any time or times, the 
Treaſurer for the time being to be fick, or to have any ſuch 
Cauſe of Abſence from the City of London, as ſhall be allowed by 
the ſaid Council, or the greater Part of them, aſſembled, fo as 
he cannot attend the Affairs of that Company, in every ſuch Caſe, 
it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Treaſurer for the time being, 
to aſſign, conſtitute and appoint, one of the Council or Company, 
to be likewiſe allowed by the Council, or the greater Part of them, 
aſſembled, to be the Deputy Treaſurer of the ſaid Company; 
Which Deputy ſhall have Power, to do and execute all things, 
which belong to the ſaid Treaſurer, _ ſuch time, as ſuch 
Treaſurer ſhall be either ſick, or otherwiſe abſent upon Cauſe al- 
lowed of by the ſaid Council, or the major Part of them, as a- 
foreſaid, ſo fully and wholly, and in as large and ample Manner 
and Form, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as the ſaid "Treaſurer, if 
he were preſent, himſelf might or could do and execute the ſame, 

XIII. A nv further, of our ſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, 
and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, we do, by 
theſe Preſents, Grve and GRAN full Power and Authority to 
our ſaid Council, here reſident, as well at this preſent Time, as 
hereafter from time to time, to nominate, make, conſtitute, or- 
dain, and confirm, by ſuch Name or Names, Stile or Stiles, as 
to them ſhall ſeem good, And likewiſe to revoke, diſcharge, 
change, and alter, as well all and fingular Governors, Officers, 
and Miniſters, which already have been made, as alſo which 
hereafter ſhall be by them thought fit and needful to be made or 
uſed, for the Government of the ſaid Colony and Plantation ; 

XIV. Anv alſo to make, ordain, and eſtabliſh all Manner of 
Orders, Laws, Directions, Inſtructions, Forms, and Ceremonies 
of Government and Magiſtracy, fit and neceſſary, for and con- 
cerning the Government of the ſaid Colony and Plantation; And 
the ſame, at all times hereafter, to abrogate, revoke, or change, 
not only within the Precincts of the ſaid Colony, but alſo upon 
the Seas in going and coming, to and from the ſaid Colony, as 
they, in their good Diſcretion, ſhall think to be fitteſt for the 
Good of the Aventurers and Inhabitants there. | 

XV. Ap we do alſo declare, that, for divers Reaſons and 
Conſiderations us thereunto eſpecially moving, our Will and 
Pleaſure is, and we do hereby OrDain, that immediately from 
and after ſuch time, as any ſuch Governor or principal Officer, ſo 
to be nominated and appointed, by our ſaid Council, for the Go- 
vernm-nt of the ſaid Colony, ai aforeſaid, ſhall arrive in Virgi- 
nia, and give Notice unto the Colony there reſident of our Plea- = 
ſure in this Behalf, the Government, Power, and Authority of the 
Prefident and Council, heretofore by our former Letters Patents 
there eſtabliſhed, and all Laws and Conſtitutions, by them ws 
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merly made, ſhall utterly ceaſe and be determined, And all Offi- 
cers, Governors, and Miniſters, formerly conſtituted or appointed, 
ſhall be 1 24 any thing, in our former Letters Patents 

aid Plantation contained, in any wiſe to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding ; Straightly charging and commanding the 
Prefident and Council, now refident in the ſaid Colony, upon 
their Allegiance, after Knowledge given unto them cf our Will 
and Pleaſure, by theſe Preſents fignified and declared, that they 
forthwith be obedient to ſuch Governor or Governors, as by our 
ſaid Council, here reſident, ſhall be named and appointed, as a- 
foreſaid, and to all Directions, Orders and Commandments, 
which they ſhall receive from them, as well in the preſent Reſign- 
ing and Giving up of their Authority, Offices, Charge and Places, 
as in all other Attendance, as ſhall be by them, from time to 
time, required. 

XVI. Anp we do further, by theſe Preſents, OxDbatx and 
eſtabliſh, that the ſaid Treaſurer and Council here reſident, 
and their Succeſſors, or any four of them, being aſſembled (the 
Treaſurer being one) ſhall, from time to time, have full Power 
and Authority, to admit and reccive any other Perſon into their 
Company, Corporation, and Freedom ; And further, in a Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Adventurers, with the Conſent of the greater 
Part, upon good Cauſe, to disfranchiſe and put out any Perſon 
or Perſons, out of the ſaid Freedom and Company. 

HVII. Ax D we do alſo GranT and confirm, for Us, our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, that it ſhall be lawfu! for the ſaid Treaſu- 
rer and Company, and their Succeſſors, by Direction of the Go- 
vernors there, to dig and to ſearch for all Marner of Mines of 
Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron, Lead, Tin, and all Sorts of Mine- 
rals, as well within the Precin& aforeſaid, as within any Part of 
the main Land, not formerly granted to any other 3 And To 
HAVE and Ex jo the Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron, Lead, and 
Tin, and all other Minerals, to be gotten thereby, to the Uſe 
and Behoof of the ſaid Pere fa Planters and Adventurers ; 
Y1ELDING thereof, and paying Yearly, unto Us, our Heirs and 
Succeſſors, as aforeſaid. 

XVIII. Ax p we do further, of our ſpecial Grace, certain 
Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſ- 
ſors, GranT, by theſe Preſents, to and with the ſaid Treaſurer 
and Company, and their Succeſſors, that it ſhall be lawful and 
free for them, and their Aſſigns. at all and every time and times 
hereafter, out of our Realm of England, and out of all other our 
Dominions, to take and lead into the ſaid Voyages, and for and 
towards the ſaid Plantation, and to travel thitherwards, and to 
abide and inhabit there in the ſaid Colony and Plantation, all 
ſuch and ſo many of our loving Subjects, or any other Strangers, 
that will become our loving Subjects and live under our Obedi- 
ence, as ſhall willingly 2ccompany them in the ſaid Voyage and 
Plantation; With ſ»fficient Shipping, Armour, Weapons, Or- 
dinance, Munition, Powder, Shot, Victdals, and ſuch Merchan- 
diſes or Wares, as are eſteemed by the wild People in thoſe 
Parts, Cloathing, Implemcats, Furniture, Cattle, __—_ and 
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Mares, and all other things, neceſſary for the ſaid Plantation, and 

for their Uſe, and Defence, and Trade with the People there 3 

and in paſſing and returning to and fro; Without yielding or 

paying Subſidy, Cuſtom, Impoſition, or any other Tax or Duty, 

to Us, our Heirs or Succeſſors, for the Space of ſeven Years 

from the Date of theſe Preſents: Przovipsp, that none of the 

ſaid Perſons be ſuch, as ſhall be hereafter, by eſpecial Name, re- 

ſtrained by Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors. 

XIX. Ax p for their further Encouragement, of our ſpecial 
Grace and Favour, we do, by theſe Preſents, for Us, our Heirs, 
and Succeſſors, VIE LD and GRAN, to and with the ſaid Trea- 
ſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, and every of them, 
their Factors, and Aſſigns, that they and every of them, ſhall 
be free of all Subſidies and Cuſtoms in Virginia, for the Space of 
one and twenty Years, and from all Taxes and Impoſitions, for 
ever, upon any Goods or Merchandizes, at any time or times here- 
after, either upon Importation thither, or Exportation from thence, 
into our Realm of England, or into any other of our Realms or 
Dominions, by the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, and their Suc- 
ceſſors, their Deputies, Factors, or Aſſigns, or any of them: 
Exczyr only the five Pounds per Cent. due for Cuſtom, upon all 
ſuch Goods and Merchandiſes, as ſhall be brought or imported 
into our Realm of England, or any other of theſe our Dominions, 
according to the ancient Trade of Merchants; Wu cn rivs 
Pounps per Cent. onLY being paid, it ſhall be thenceforth law- 
ful and frec for the ſaid Adventurers, the ſame Goods and Mer- 
chandiſes to export, and carry out of our ſaid Dominions, into 
foreign Parts, without any Cuſtom, Tax, or other Duty, to be 
paid to Us, our Heirs, or Succeſſors, or to any other our Officers 
or Deputies : PRoviptD, that the ſaid Goods and Merchandiſes 
be ſhipped out, within thirteen Months, after their firſt Landing 
within any Part of thoſe Dominions. 

XX. AND we do alſo GRaxT and confirm to the ſaid Trea- 
ſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, as alſo to all and every 
ſuch Governor, or other Officers and Miniſters, as by our ſaid 
Council ſhall be appointed to have Power and Authority of Go- 
vernment and Command, in or over the ſaid Colony or Planta» 
tion; That they, and every of them, ſhall and lawfully may, 
from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, for their 
ſeveral Defence and Safety, encounter, expulſe, repel, and reſiſt, 
by Force and Arms, as well by Sea as by Land, and all Ways 
and Means whatſocver, all and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons 
whatſoever, as (without the ſpecial Licence of the ſaid Treaſurer 
and Company, and their Succeſſors) ſhall attempt to inhabit, 
within the ſaid ſeveral Precincts and Limits of the ſaid Colony 
and Plantation; And alſo, all and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons 
whatſoever, as ſh:1l enterpriſe or attempt, at any time hereafter, 
Deſtruction, Inviſion, Hurt, Detriment, or Annoyance, to the 
ſaid Colony and Plantation, as is likewiſe ſpecified in the ſaid for- 
mer Grant : | 

XXI. AND that it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Treaſurer and 
Company, and their Succeſſors, and every of them, from time to 

time, 
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time, and at all times for ever hereafter, and they ſhall have 
full Power and Authority, to take and ſurpriſe, by all Ways and 
Means whatſoever, all and every Perſon and Perſons whatſoever, 
with their Ships, Goods, and other Furniture, trafficking in any 
Harbour, Creek, or Place, within the Limits or Precincts of the 
ſaid Colony and Plantation, “ not being allowed by the ſaid 
Company to be Adventurers or Planters of the ſaid Colony, until 
ſuch time, as they, being of any Realms and Dominions under 
our Obedience, ſhall pay, or agree to pay, to the Hands of the 
Treaſurer or of ſome other Officer, deputed by the ſaid Gover- 
nor of Virginia (over and above ſuch Subſidy and Cuſtom, as the 
ſaid Company is, or hereafter ſhall be, to pay) five Pounds per 
Cent. upon all Goods and Merchandiſes ja brought in thither, 
and alſo five per Cent. upon all Goods by them ſhipped out from 
thence ; And being Strangers, and not under our Obedience, 
until they have paid (over and above ſuch Subſidy and Cuſtom, as 
the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, or their Succeſſors, is, or here- 
after ſhall be, to pay) ten Pounds per Cent. upon all ſuch Goods, 
likewiſe carried in and out, any thing, in the ſaid former Let- 
ters Patents, to the contrary notwithitanding ; And the ſame 
Sums of Money and Benefit, as aforeſaid, for and during the 
Space of one and twenty Years, ſhall be wholly employed to the 
Benefit, Uſe, and Behoof of the ſaid Colony and Plantation 
And after the faid one and twenty Years ended, the ſame ſhall 
be taken to the Uſe of Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, by ſuch 
Officers and Miniſters, as by Us, our Heirs, or Succeſſors, ſhall 
be thereunto aſſigned and appointed, as is ſpecified in the ſaid 
former Letters Patents. 

XXII. ALso, we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
DECLARE, by theſe Preſents, that all and every the Perſons, being 
our Subjects, which ſhall go and inhabit within the ſaid Colony 
and Plantation, and every of their Children and Poſterity, which 
ſhall happen to be born within any the Limits thereof, ſhall 
HAVE AND ENJoY all Liberties, Franchiſes, and Immunities of 
free Denizens and natural Subjects, within any of our other Do- 
minions, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if they had been abiding 
and born, within this our Realm of England, or in any other of 
our Dominions. | 

XXIII. And foraſmuch, as it ſhall be neceſſary for all ſuch 
our loving Subjects, as ſhall inhabit within the ſaid Precincts of 
Virginia, aforeſ1id, to determine to live together, in the Fear 
and true Worſhip of Almighty God, Chriſtian Peace, and civil 
Quietneſs, each with other, whereby every one may, with more 
Safety, Pleaſure, and Profit, enjoy that, whereunto they ſhall 
attain with great Pain and Pcril ; We, for Us, our Heirs and 
Succeſſors, are likewiſe pleaſed and contented, and by theſe Pre- 
ſents, do Give and GRANT unto the ſaid "Treaſurer and Com- 
pany, and their Succeſſors, and to ſuch Governors, Officers, ns 
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time, and at all times for ever hereafter, and they ſhall have 
full Power and Authority, to take and ſurpriſe, by all Ways and 
Means whatſoever, all and every Perſon and Perſons whatſoever, 
with their Ships, Goods, and other Furniture, trafficking in any 
Harbour, Creek, or Place, within the Limits or Precincts of the 
ſaid Colony and Plantation, “ not being allowed by the Cid 
Company to be Adventurers or Planters of the ſaid Colony, until 
ſuch time, as they, being of any Realms and Dominions under 
our Obedience, ſhall pay, or agree to pay, to the Hands of the 
Treaſurer or. of ſome other Officer, d puted by the {aid Gover- 
nor of Virginia (over and above ſuch Subſidy and Cuſtom, as the 
ſaid Company is, or hereafter ſhall be, to pay) five Pounds per 
Cent. upon all Goods and Merchandgifcs ſo brought in thither, 
and alſo five per Cent. upon all Goods by them ſhipped out from 
thence; And being Strangers, and not under our Obedience, 
until they have paid (over and above ſuch Subſidy and Cuſtom, as 
the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, or their Succeſſors, is, or here- 
after ſhall be, to pay) ten Pounds per Cent. upon all ſuch Goods, 
likewiſe carried in and out, any thing, in the ſaid former Let- 
ters Patents, to the contrary notwithil.nding; And the ſame 
Suns of Moxey and Benefit, as aforeſ1in, for and during the 
Space of one and twenty Years, ſhall be whully empioyed to the 
Benefit, Uſe, and Behoof of the ſaid Colony and Plantation; 
And after the ſaid one and twenty Years ended, the ſume ſhall 
be taken to the Uſe of Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, by ſuch 
Officers and Miniſters, as by Cs, our Heirs, or Succ-ffors, ſhall 
be thereunto aſſigned and appointed, as is ipecified in the ſaid 
former Letters Patents. 

XXII. ALso, we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
DECLARE, by theſe Preſents, that all and every the Perſons, being 
our Subjects, which ſhall go and inhabit within the ſaid Colony 
and Plantation, and every of their Children and Poſterity, which 
ſhail happen to be born within any the Limits thereof, ſhall 
HAVE AND Ex jo all Liberties, Franchiſes, and Immunities of 
free Denizens and natural Subject, within any of our other Do— 
minions, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if they had been abiding 
and born, within this our Realm of Exgland, or in any other of 
our Dominions. 

XXIII. AND foraſmuch, as it ſhall be neceſſiry for all ſuch 
our loving Subjects, as ſhall inhabit within the (:14 Precinéts of 
Virginia, aforeliid, to determiat to live togsther, in the Fear 
and true Worſhip of Alm 'ghty God, Chridian Peace, and civil 
Quietneſs, each. with other, whereby every one may, with more 
Safety, Pleaſure, and Profit, enjoy that, whereumo they hull 
attain with great Pain and Peril; We, for Us, our Fieirs and 
Succeſſors, are likewiſe pleaſed d contented, and by thele Pie- 
ſents, do crve and crRaxT unto the ſid 'I'reifurer and Com- 
pany, and their Succeſſors, and to tuch Governors, Oficer:, ny 

Mi- 


K 


It is and being in the Or.. z but the Seht creed me ſo charly ty 17 


that I ventured to make this C:irefticn, letting tor Reader at the farts 500? 
know it, 


* 


Treaſurer and Company for VINCI VIA, May 23, 1609. 21 


Minifters, as ſhall be, by our ſaid Council, conſtituted and ap- 

inted, according to the Natures and Limits of their Offices 
and Places reſpectively, that they ſhall and may, from time to 
time for ever hereafter, within the ſaid Precin&ts of /7+ginia, or 
in the Way by 1 Sea thither and from thence, have full and ab- 
ſolute Power and Authority; to correct, puniſh, pardon, govern, 
and rule, all ſuch the Subjects of Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
as ſhall, from time to time, adventure themſelves in any Voyage 
thither, or that ſhall, at any time hereafter, inhabit in the Pre- 
cincts and Territories of the ſaid Colony, as aforeſaid, according 
to ſuch Orders, Ordinances, Conſtitutions, Directions, and In- 
ſtructions, as by our ſaid Council, as aforeſaid, ſhall be eftabliſh- 
ed; And in Defect thereof, in caſe of Neceſſity, according to 
the good + Diſcretions of the faid Governor and Officers, re- 
ſpectively, as well in Caſes capital and criminal as civil, both 
marine and other; So always, as the ſaid Statutes, Ordinances, 
and Proceedings, as near as conveniently may be, be agreeable 
to the Laws, Statutes, Government, and Policy of this our 
Realm of England. 

XXIV. AN p we do further, of our ſpecial Grace, certain 
Knowledge, and mere Motion, GRANT, DECLARE, and on- 
DAIN, that ſuch principal Governor, as, from time to time, 
ſha!l duly and lawfully be authoriſed and appointed, in Manner 
and Form in theſe Preſents hcretofore exprefled, ſhall have full 
Power and Authority, to aſe and exerciſe Martial Law, in Caſes 
of Rebellion or Mutiny, in as large and ample Manner, as our 
Lieutenants in our “ Counties, within this our Realm of Es- 
gland, have, or ought to have, by Force of their Commiſſions of 

ieutenancy. | | | 

XXV. Anp furthermore, if any Perſon or Perſons, Adven- 
turers or Planters of the ſaid Colony, or any other, at any time 
or times hereafter, ſhall tranſport any Monies, Goods, or Mer- 
chandiſes, out of any of our Kingdoms, with a Pretence or 
Purpoſe, to land, fell, or otherwiſe diſpoſe of the ſame, within 
the Limits or Bounds of the ſaid Colony, and yet nevertheleſs, 
being at Sea, or after he hath landed within any Part of the ſaid 
Colony, ſhall carry the ſame into any other foreign Country, 
with a Purpoſe there to ſell and diſpoſe thereof; That then, all 
the Goods and Chattels of the ſaid Perſon, or Perſons, ſo of- 
fending and tranſported, together with the Ship or Veſſel, where- 
in ſuch Tranſportation was made, ſhall be forfeited to Us, our 
Heirs and Succeſſors. 

XXVI. Ap further, our Will and Pleaſure is, that in all 
Queſtions and Doubts, that ſhall ariſe, upon any D fliculty of 
Conſtruction or Interpretation of any thing, contained either in 
this or in our ſaid former Letters Patents, the ſame ſhall be taken 
and interpreted, in moſt ample and beneficial Manner for the ſaid 
Treaſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, and every Mem- 
ber thereof. 


I M. S. Seas. + M. S. Direction. M. S. Cauntrys. 
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XXVII. An p further, we do, by theſe Preſents, KAT IF x ard 
coNFIRM unto the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, and their Suc- 
ceſſors, all the Privileges, Franchiſes, Liberties, and Immunities, 
granted in our ſaid former Letters Patents, and not in theſe our 
Letters Patents revoked, altered, changed, or abridged. 

XXVIII. Ap finally, our Will and Pleaſure is, and we do 
further, hereby, for Us, our Heirs, and Sueceſſors, GRANT and 
agree, to and with the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, and their 
Succeſſors, that all and fingular Perſon and Perſons, which hall, 
at any time or times hereafter, adventure any Sum or Sums of 
Money, in and towards the ſaid Plantation of the ſaid Colony 
in Virginia, and ſhall be admitted, by the ſaid Council and 
Company, as Adventurers of the ſaid Colony, in Form aforeſaid, 
and ſhall be enrolled in the Book or Records of the Adventurers 
of the ſaid Company, ſhall and may be accounted, accepted, ta- 
ken, held, and reputed, Adventurers of the ſaid Colony, and 
ſhall and may enjoy all and fingular Grants, Privileges, Liberties, 
Benefits, Profits, Commodities, and Immunities, Advantages, and 
Emoluments, whatſoever, as fully, largely, amply, and abſolute- 
ly, as if they, and every of them, had been preciſely, plainly 
fingularly, and diſtinctly, named and inſerted in theſe our Letters 
Patents. ' 

XXIX. Ax p laſtly, becauſe the principal Effect, which we 
can deſire or expect of this Action, is the Converſion and Re- 
duction of the People in thoſe Parts unto the true Worſhip of 
God and Chriſtian Religion, in which Reſpe& we ſhould be 
loath, that any Perſon ſhould be permitted to- paſs, that we 
ſuſpected to effect the Superſtitions of the Church of Rome; 
We do hereby DECLARE, that it is our Will and Pleaſure, that 
none be permitted to paſs in any Voyage, from time to time to 
be made into the ſaid Country, but ſuch, as firſt ſhall have 
taken the Oath of Supremacy ; For which Purpoſe, we dp, by 
theſe Preſents, give full Power and Authority, to the Treaſurer 
for the time being, and any three of the Council, to tender and 


_ exhibit the ſaid Oath, to all ſuch Perſons, as ſhall, at any time, 


be ſent and employed in the ſaid Voyage. ALTHovucn expreſs 
Mention of the true Yearly Value or Certainty of the Premiſes, 
or any of them, or of any other Gifts or Grants, by Us or any 
of our Progenitors or Predeceſſors, to the aforeſaid Treaſurer and 
Company heretofore made, in theſe Preſents is -not made ; Or 
any Act, Statute, Ordinance, Proviſion, Proclamation, or Re- 
ſtraint, to the contrary hereof had, made, ordained, or provided, 
or any other Thing, Cauſe, or Matter,” whatſoever, in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. In WITNESS whereof, We have cauſed theſe 
our Letters to be made Patent. Witneſs ourſelf at Weftminfter, 
the 23d Day of May, in the ſeventh Year of our Reign of Ex- 
gland, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the = 


Per ipſum Regem 
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I. ZAMES, by the Grace of God King of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith; To all, to 
whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. WnrtREas, at the 
humble Suit of divers and ſundry our loving Subjects, as well 
Adventurers as Planters of the firſt Colony in Virginia, and for 
the Propayation of Chriftian Religion, and reclaiming of People 
barbarous to Civility and Humanity, We have, by our Letters 
Patents, bearing Date, at Yeftminfler, the three and twentieth 
Day of May, in the ſeventh Year of our Reign of England, 
France, and Ireland, and the two and fortieth of Scotland, Grven 
and GeanTED unto them, that they, and all ſuch and ſo many 
of our loving Subjects, as ſhould, from time to time for ever af- 
ter, be joined with them, as Planters or Adventurers in the ſaid 
Plantation, and their Succeſſors, for ever, ſnould be one Body 
politick, incorporated by the Name of, The Treaſurer and Com- 
pany of Adventurers and Planters of the City of London for the firſt 
Colony in Virginia; > | 

II. Ax o whereas alſo, for the greater Good and Benefit of 
the ſaid Company, and for the better Furtherance, Strengthening, 
and Eſtabliſhing of the ſaid Plantation, we did further 'G1ve, 
GranT, and CovnFIRM, by our ſaid Letters Patents, unto the 
ſaid Treaſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, for ever, all 
thoſg Lands, Countries, or Territories, ſituate, lying, and being, 
in that Part of America called Varcinia, from the Point of 
Land, called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the Sea Coalts, to 
the Northward, two hundred Miles, and from the ſaid Point of 
Cape Comfort, all along the Sea Coaſt, to the Southward, two 
hundred Miles, and all that Space and Circuit of Land, lying from 
the Sea Coaſt of the Precin& aforeſaid, up or into the Land, 
throughout from Sea to Sea, Weſt and Northweſt, and alſo all 
the Iſlands, lying within one hundred Miles, along the Coaſt of 
both the Seas of the Precinct aforeſaid, with divers other Grants, 
Liberties, Franchiſes, and Preheminences, Previleges, Profits, Be- 
nefits, and Commodities, granted, in and by our ſaid Letters Pa- 
tents, to the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, 
for ever : 

III. Now, foraſmuch as we are given to underſtand, that in 
thoſe Seas, adjoining to the ſaid Coaſis of Vireinia, and without 
the Compaſs of thoſe two hundred Miles, by Us ſo granted unto 
the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, as aſoreſaid, and yet not far 
diſtant from the ſaid Colony in Virginia, there are, or may be, 
divers Iſlands, lying deſolate and uninhabited, ſome of which are 


already made known and diſcovered, by the Induſtry, Travel, 
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and Expences of the ſaid Company, and others alſo are ſuppoſed 
to be and remain, as yet, unknown and undiſcovered, all and 
every of which it may import the ſaid Colony, both in Safety 
and Policy of Trade, to populate and plant, in Regard whereof, 
as well for the preventing of Peril, as for the better Commodity 
and Proſperity of the ſaid Colony, they have been humble Suitors 
unto us, that we would be pleaſed to grant unto them + an En- 
largement of our ſaid former Letters Patents, as well for a more 
ample Extent of their Limigs and Territories into the Seas ie” 
Joining to and upon the CoMt of Virginia, as alſo for ſome other 
Matters and Articles, concerning the better Government of the 
{aid Company and Colony, in which Point our ſaid former Let- 
ters Patents do not extend ſo far, as Time and Experience hath 
found to be needful and convenient : 

IV. Ws therefore, tendering the good and happy Succeſs of 
the ſaid Plantation, both in Regard of the general 1 Weal of 
human Society, as in Reſpect of the Good of our own Eſtate and 
Kingdoms, and being willing to give Furtherance unto all good 
Means, that may advance. the Benefit of the ſaid “ Company, 
and which may ſecure the Safety of our loving Subjects, planted 
in our ſaid Colony under the Favour and Protection of God Al- 
mighty, and of our Royal Power and Authority, have therefore, 
of our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, 
given, granted, and confirmed, and for Us, our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, we do, by theſe Preſents, Give, GRAN T, and Coxriku, 
to the ſaid "Treaſurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters 
of the City of London for the firit Colony in Virginia, and to 
their Heirs and Succeſſors, for ever, all and ſingular thoſe Iflands 
whatſoever, fituate and being in any Part of the Ocean Seas 
bo-dering upon the Coaſt of our {aid firſt Colony in Virginia, and 
being within three hundred Leagues of any the Parts heretofore 
granted to the ſaid Freaſurer and Company, in our ſaid former 
Letters Patents, as aforeſaid, and being within or between the 
one and fortieth and thirtieth Degrees of Northerly Latitude, To- 
gether with all and fingular Soils, Lands, Grounds, Havens, 
Ports, Rivers, Waters, Fiſhings, Mines, and Minerals, as well 
Royal Mines of Gold and Silver, as other Mines and Minerals, 
Pearls, Precious Stones, Quarries, and all and ſingular other Com- 
modities, Juriſdictions, Royalties, Privileges, Franchiſes, and Pre- 
heminences, both within the ſaid Tract of Land upon the Main, 
and alſo within the ſaid Iſlands and Seas adjoining, whatſoever, 
and thereunto or thereabouts, both by Sea and Land, being or 
fituate ; And which, by our Letters Patents, we may or can 
grant, and in as ample Manner and Sort, as We, or any our no- 
ble Progenitors, have heretofore granted to any Perſon or Per- 
ſons, or to any Company, Body politick or corporate, or to any 
Adventurer or Adventurers, Undertaker or Undertakers, of any 
Diſcoveries, Plantations, or Traffick, of in or into any fore! 
Parts, whatſoever, and in as large and ample Manner, as if the 
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ſame were herein particularly named, mentioned, and expreſſed: 
Provided always, that the ſaid Iſlands, or any the Premiſes herein 
mentioned, or by theſe Preſents intended or 4 meant to be granted, 
be not actually poſſeſſed or inhabited by any other Chriſtian Prince 
or Eſtate, nor be within the Bounds, Limits, or Territories of tho 
Northern Colony, heretofore by Us granted to be planted by divers 
of our loving Subj-cts, in the North Parts of Virginia. To hAvx 
AND ro HOLD, poſſeſs and enjoy, + all and fingular the ſaid 
Iflypds, in the ſuid Ocean Seas ſo lying, and bordering upon the 
Coaſt and Coaſts of the Territories of the ſaid firſt Colony in 
Virginia, as aforeſaid ; With all and fingular the ſaid Soils, Lands, 
and Grounds, and all and fingular other the Premiſes, heretofore 
by theſe Preſents granted, or mentioned to be granted, to them, 
the ſaid * Treaſurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters 
of the City of London for the firſt Colony in Virginia, and to their 
Heirs, Succeſſors, and Aſſigns, for ever, to the ſole and proper Uſe 
and Behoof of them, the {aid Treaſurer and Company, and their 
Heirs, and Succeſſors, and Aſſigns, for ever; To ns HolDEN 
of us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, as of our Manor of Eaft-Green- 
wich, in free and common Soccage, and not in Capite; Y1ELD- 
ING AND PAYING therefore to Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
the fifth Part of the Ore of all Gold and Silver, which ſhall be 
2 gotten, had, or obtained, for all Manner of Services what- 
oever, 

V. An p further, our Will and Pleaſure is, and we do, by theſe 
Preſents, GRanT AND ConFiRrm, for the Good and Welfare of 
the ſaid Plantation, and that Poſterity may hereafter know, who 
have adventured and not been ſparing of their Purſes in ſuch a 
noble and generous Action for the general Good of their Country, 
and at the Requeſt, and with the Conſent, of the Company a- 
foreſaid, that our truſty and well-beloved 5 Subjects, George, 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Henry, Earl of Huntington, Ed- 
ward, Earl of Bedford, Richard, Earl of Clanrickard, &c. who 
fince our ſaid laſt Letters Patents are become Adventurcrs, and 


have joined themſelves with the former Adventurers and Planters | 


of the ſaid Company and Society, ſhall, from henceforth, be re- 
puted, deemed, and taken to be, and ſhall be Brethren and free 

embers of the Company, and ſhall and may, reſpeCtively, and 
according to the Proportion and Value of their ſeveral Adven- 
tures, HAVE, HOLD, and ENJoy all ſuch Intereſt, Right, Title, 
Privileges, Preheminences, Liberties, Franchiſes, Immunities, 
Profits, and Commodities, whatſoever, in as large, and ample, 
and beneficial Manner, to all Intents, Conſtructions, and Purpo- 
ſes, as any other Adventurers, nominated and expreſſed in any 
our former Letters Patents, or any of them, have or may have, 
by Force and Virtue of theſe Preſents, or any our former Letters 
Patents whatſoever. | 


_ 
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VI. An p we are further pleaſed, and we do, by theſe Preſents, 
GrANT AND CONFIRM, that Philip, Earl of Montgomery, Wil- 
liam Lord Paget, Sir John Starrington, Knt. &c. whom the ſaid 
Treaſurer and Company have, fince the ſaid laſt Letters Patents, 
nominated and ſet down, as worthy and diſcreet Perſons, fit to 
ſerve us as Counſellors, to be of our Council for the ſaid Plan- 
tation, ſhall be reputed, deemed, and taken, as Perſons of our 
ſaid Council for the ſaid firſt Colony, in ſuch Manner and Sort, 
to all Intents and Purpoſes, as thoſe, who have been formerly 
elected and nominatec, as our Counſellors for that Colony, and 
whoſe Names have been or are inſerted and expreſſed, in our ſaid 
former Letters Patents. : 

VII. Anp We do hereby OR DAI and Grant, by theſe Pre- 
ſents, that the ſaid Treafurer and Company of Adventurers and 
Planters aforeſaid, ſhall and may, once every Week, or oftener, 
at their Pleaſure, hold and keep a Court and Aſſembly, for the 
better Order and Government of the ſaid Plantation, and ſuch 
things, as ſhall concern the ſame ; And that any five Perſons of 
our Council for the ſaid firſt Colony in Virginia, for the time be- 
ing, of which Company the Treaſurer, or his Deputy, to be al- 
ways one, and the Number of fifteen others, at the leaſt, of the 
Generality of the ſaid Company, aſſembled together in ſuch 
Manner, as is and hath been heretofore uſed and accuſtomed, 
ſhall be ſaid, taken, held, and reputed to be, and ſhall be a ſufficient 
Court of the faid Company, for the handling, and ordering, and 
diſpathcing of all ſuch cafual and particular Occurrences, and ac- 
cidental Matters, of leſs Conſequence and Weight, as ſhall, from 
time to time, happen, touching and concerning the ſaid Plan- 
tation: Als: e 

VIII. Ax p that nevertheleſs, for the handling, ordering, and 
diſpoſing of Matters and Affairs of greater Weight and Importance, 
and ſuch, as ſhall or may, in any Sort, concern the 4 Weal Pub- 
lick and general Good of the ſaid Company and Plantation, as 
namely, the Manner of Government from time to time to be 
uſed, the Ordering and Diſpoſing of the Lands and Poſſeſſions, 
and the Settling: and Eſtabliſhing of a Trade there, or ſuch like, 
there ſhall be held and kept, every Year, upon the lait Wedne/- 
day, ſave one, of Hillary Term, Eafter, Trinity, and Michael- 
mas Terms, for ever, one great, general, and folemn Aſſembly, 
which four Aſſemblies ſhall be ſtiled and called, The four Great 
and General Courts of the Council and Company of Adventurers for 
Virginia; + In all and every of which faid Great and General 
Courts, ſo aſſembled, our Will and Pleaſure is, and we do, for 
Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, for ever, Give AND GRANT to 
the ſaid 'T'reaſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, for ever, 
by theſe Preſents, that they, the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, 
or the greater Number of them, ſo aſſembled, ſhall and may have 
full Power and Authority, from time to time, and at all times 
hcreaſter, to ele& and chuſe diſcreet Perſons, to be of our ſaid 
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Council for the ſaid firſt Colony in Virginia, and to nominate 
and appoint ſuch Officers, as they ſhall think fit and requiſite, for 
the Government, Managing, Ordering, and Diſpatching of the 
Affairs of the ſaid Company; And ſhall likewiſe have full Power 
and Authority, to ordain and make ſuch Laws and Ordinances, 
for the Good and Welfare of the ſaid Plantation, as to them, 
from time to time, ſhall be thought uiſite and meet: So al- 
Ways, as the ſame be not contrary to the Laws and Statutes of 
this our Realm of England; And ſhall, in like Manner, have 


Power and Authority, to expulſe, disfranchiſe, and put, out of | 


and from their ſaid Company and Society, for ever, all and every 
ſuch Perſon and Perſons, as having either promiſed, or ſubſcribed 
their Names, to become Adventurers to the ſaid Plantation of the 
ſaid firſt Colony in Virginia, + or having been nominated for Ad- 
venturers, in theſe or any other our Letters Patents, or havin 

been otherwiſe admitted and nominated to be of the ſaid Com- 
pany, have nevertheleſs, either not put in any Adventure at all, 
for and towards the ſaid Plantation, or elſe have refuſed and neg- 
lected, or ſhall refuſe and neglect, to bring in his or their 44. 
venture, by Word or Writing promiſed, within ſix Months after 
the ſame ſhall be ſo pay able and due. | 

IX. An o whereas the Failing and not Payment of ſuch Mo- 
nies, as have been promiſed in Adventure for the Advancement 
of the ſaid Plantation, hath been often by Experience found, to 
be dangerous and prejudicial to the ſame, and much to have hin- 
dered the Progreſs and Proceeding of the ſaid Plantation, and for 
that it ſeemeth unto Us a thing reaſonable, that ſuch Perſons, as 
by their Hand Writing have engaged themſelves for the Payment 
of their Adventures, and afterwards neglecting their Faith and 
Promiſe, ſhould be compelled to make good and keep the ſame ; 
Therefore our Will and Pleaſure is, that in any Suit or Suits, 
commenced or to be commenced, in any of our Courts at Vet- 
minſter, or elſewhere, by the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, or 
otherwiſe, againſt any ſuch Perſons, that our Judges for the time 
being, both in our Court of Chancery and at the Common Pleas, 
do favour and further the ſaid Suits, ſo far forth as Law and E- 
quity will, in any wiſe, further and permit. 

X. AND we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, further 
GIVE AND GRANT to the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, or their 
Succeſſors, for ever, that they, the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, 
or the greater Part of them, for the time being, ſo in a full and 
general Court aſſembled, as aforeſaid, ſhall and may, from time 
to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, ele, chooſe, and 
admit into their Company and Society, any Perſon or Perſons, 
as well Strangers J and Aliens, born in any Part beyond the Seas 
whereſoever, being in Amity with us, as.our natural Leige-Sub- 
jects, born in any our Realms and Dominions ; And that all ſuch 
8 ſo elected, choſen, and admitted to be of the ſaid Com- 
pany, as aforeſaid, ſhall thereupon be taken, reputed, and held, 
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and ſhall be, free Members of the ſaid Company, and ſhall have, 
Hold, and enjoy all and fingular Freedoms, Liberties, Frenchiſes, 
Privileges, Immunities, Benefits, Profits, and Commodities, what- 
ſoever, to the ſaid Company in any Sort belonging or appertain- 
ing, as fully, freely, and amply, as any other Adventurer:, now 
being, or which hereafter at any time ſhall be of the ſaid Com- 
pany, hath, have, ſhall, may, might, or ought to have and enjoy 
the ſame, to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever. 

XI. Ax p we do further, of our eſpecial Grace, certain 
Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſ- 
ſors, GivE AND GRANT unto the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, 
and their Succeſſors, for ever, by theſe Preſents, that it ſhall be 
lawful and free, for them and their Aſſigns, at all and every time 
and times hereafter, out of any our Realms and Dominions what- 
ſoever, to take, lead, carry, and tranſport, in and into the ſaid 
Voyage, and for and towards the ſaid Plantation of our ſaid firſt 
Colony in Virginia, all ſuch and ſo many of our loving Subjects, 
or any other Strangers, that will become our loving Subjects and 
live under our Allegiance, as ſhall willingly accompany them in 
the ſaid Voyages and Plantation; With Shipping, Armour, Wea- 

ns, Ordinance, Munition, Powder, Shot, Victuals, and all 
13 of Merchandiſes and Wares, and all Manner of Cloath- 
ing, Implements, Furniture, Beaſts, Cattle, Horſes, Mares and 
all other things neceſſary for the ſaid Plantation, and for their 
Uſe and Defence, and for Trade with the People there, and in 

aſſing and returning to and from, without paying or yielding 
any Subſidy, Cuſtom, or Impoſition, either inward or outward, 
or any other Duty, to Us, our Heirs, or Succeſſors, for the 
ſame, for the Space of ſeven Years from the Date of theſe Pre- 
ſents. 

XII. An Þ we do further, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
GIVE AND GRANT to the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, and 
their Succeſſors, for ever, by theſe Preſents, that the ſaid Trea- 
ſurer of that Company, or his Deputy, for the time being, or 
any two other of the ſaid Council for the ſaid firſt Colony in 
Virginia, for the time being, or any two other at all times here- 
after, and from time to time, have full Power and Authority, 
to miniſter and give the Oath and Oaths of Supremacy and Al- 
legiance, or either of them, to all and every Perſon and Perſons, 
which ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, go or paſs to the 
ſaid Colony in Virginia: 

XIII. Ap further, that it ſhall be lawful likewiſe for the 
ſaid Treaſurer, or his Deputy, for the time being, or any two 
or others of our ſaid Council for: the ſaid firſt Colony in Virginia, 
for the time being, from time to time, and at all times hereaf- 
ter, to miniſter ſuch a formal Oath, as by their Diſcretion ſhall 
be reaſonably deviſed, as well unto any Perſon or Perſons, em- 
ployed in, for, or touching the ſaid Plantation, for their honeſt, 
faithful, and juſt Diſcharge of their Service, in all ſuch Matters, 
as ſhall be committed unto them for the Good and Benefit of the 
ſaid Company, Colony, and Plantation; As alſo, unte ſuch other 


Perſon or Perſons, as the ſaid Treaſurer, ,or bis Deputy, with 
we 


* 
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two others of the ſaid Council, ſhall think meet, for the Examina- 
tion or clearing of the Truth, in any Cauſe whatſoever concern- 
ing the ſaid Plantation, or any Buſineſs, from tHence proceeding, 
or thereunto belonging. 

XIV. An p furthermore, whereas we have been certified, 
that divers lewd and ill-diſpoſed Perſons, both Sailers, Soldiers, 
Artificers, Huſbandmen, Labourers, and others, having received 
Wages, * Apparel, and other Entertainment from the ſaid Com- 
pany, or having contracted and agreed with the ſaid Company, 
to go, or to ſerve, or to be employed in the ſaid Plantation of 
the ſaid firſt Colony in Virginia, have afterwards, either with- 
drawn; hid, or concealed themſelves, or have refuſed to go thi- 
ther, after they have been ſo entextained and agreed withal ; 
And that divers and ſundry Perſons alſo, which have been ſent 
and employed in the ſaid Plantation of the ſaid firſt Colony in 
Virginia, at and upon the Charge of the ſaid Company, and 
having there miſbehaved themſelves by Mutinies, Sedition, or 
other notorious Miſdemeanors, or having been employed or ſent 
abroad, by the Governor of Virginia or his Deputy, with ſome 
Ship or Pinnace, for our Proviſion of the ſaid 1 or for ſome 
Diſcovery, or other Buſineſs and Affairs, concerning the ſame, 
have from thence moſt treacherouſly, either come back again and 
returned into our Realm of England, by Stealth, or without 
Licence of our Governor of our ſaid Colony in Virginia for the 
time being, or have been ſent hither, as Miſdoers and Offenders; 
And that many alſo of thoſe Perſons, after their Return from 
thence, having been queſtioned by our ſaid Council here, for 
ſuch their Miſbehaviors and Offences, by their inſolent and con- 
temptuous Carriage in the Preſence of our ſaid Council, have 
ſhewed little Reſpect and Reverence, either to the Place, or Au- 
thority, in which we have placed and 1 them; And 
others, for the colouring of their Lewdneſs and Miſdemeanors 
committed in Virginia, have endeavoured, by moſt vile and 
. fanderous Reports, made and divulged, as well of the Country 

of Virginia, as alſo of the Government and Eſtate of the ſaid 
Plantation and Colony, as much as in them lay, to bring the ſaid 
Voyage and Plantation into Diſgrace and Contempt; By Means 
whereof, not only the Adventurers and Planters, already engaged 
in the ſaid Plantation, have been exceedingly abuſed and hinder- 
ed, and a great Number of other our loving and well - diſpoſed 
Subjects, otherwiſe well- affected, and 'enclined to join and ad- 
venture in ſo noble, chriſtian, and worthy an Action, have been 
diſcouraged from the ſame, but alſo the utter Overthrow and 
Ruin of the ſaid Enterpfiſe hath been greatly endangered, which 
m—_ miſcarry without ſome Diſhonour to Us and our King- 

om; | 

XV. Now, foraſmuch as it appeareth unto us, that theſe In- 
ſolences, Miſdemeanors, and Abuſes, not to be tolerated in any 
civil Government, have, for the moſt part, grown and proceed- 
od, in regard our ſaid Council. have not any direct Power and 
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Authority, by any expreſs Words in our former Letters Patents, 
to correct and chaſtiſe ſuch Offenders; We therefore, for the 
more ſpeedy Reformation of ſo great and enormous Abuſes and 
Miſdemeanors, heretofore practiſed and committed, and for the 
preventing of the like hereafter, do, by theſe Preſents, for Us, 
our Heirs, and Succeſſors, civE AND GRANT to the faid Trea- 
ſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, for ever, that it ſhall 
and may be lawful for our ſaid Council for the ſaid firſt Colony 
in Virginia, or any two of them (whereof the ſaid Treaſurer, or 
his Deputy, for the time being, to be always one) by Warrant 
under their Hands, to ſend for, or to cauſe to be apprehended, 


all and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons, who ſhall be noted, or 


accuſed, or found, at any time or times hereafter, to offend, or 
miſbehave themſelves, in any the Offences before mentioned and 
expreſſed ; And upon the Examination of any ſuch Offender or 
Offenders, and juſt Proof made by Oath, taken before the ſaid 
Council, of any ſuch notorious Miſdemeanors by them com- 
mitted, as aforeſaid; And alſo upon any inſolent, and contemp- 
tuous, or indecent Carriage and Miſbehaviour, to or againſt our 
ſaid Council, ſnewed or uſed by any ſuch Perſon or Perſons, ſo 
called, convented, and appearing before them, as aforeſaid 
That in all ſuch Caſes, they, our ſaid Council, or any two of 
them, for the time being, ſhall and may have full Power and 
Authority, either here to bind them over with good Sureties for 
their good Behaviour, and further therein to proceed, to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes, as it is uſed, in other like Caſes, within our 
Realm of England; Or elſe, at their Diſcretions, to remand and 
ſend them back, the ſaid Offenders, or any of them, unto the 
ſaid Colony in Virginia, there to be proceeded againſt and pu- 
niſhed, as the Governor, Deputy, or Council there, for the 
time being, ſhall think meet; or otherwiſe, according to ſuch 
Laws and Ordinances, as are and ſhall be in Uſe there, for the 
Well-ordering and good Government of the ſaid Colony. 

XVI. Ano for the more effectual Advancing of the ſaid Plas- 
tation, we do further, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, of our 
eſpecial Grace and Favour, by Virtue of our Prerogative Royal, 
and by the Aﬀent and Confent of the Lords and others of our 
Privy Council, Give and craNT, unto the ſaid Treaſurer and 
Company, full Power and Authority, free Leave, Liberty, and 
Licence, to ſet forth, ere&, and publiſh, one or more Lottery 
or Lotteries, to have Continuance, and to endure and be held, 
for the Space of our whole Year, next after the Opening of the 
ſame ; And after the End and Expiration of the ſaid Term, the 
ſaid Lottery or Lotteries to continue and be further kept, during 
our Will and Pleaſure only, and not otherwiſe. And yet never- 
theleſs, we are contented and pleaſed, for the Good and Welfare 
of the faid Plantation, that the ſaid Treaſurer and Company 
mall, for the Diſpatch and Finiſhing of the ſaid Lottery or Lot- 
teries, have fix Months Warning after the ſaid Year ended, be- 
fore our Will and Pleaſure ſhall, for and on that Behalf, be con- 
ſtrued, deemed, and adjudged, to be in any wile altered and de- 


med. : 
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XVII. AND our further Will and Pleaſure is, that the ſaid 


Lottery and Lotteries ſhall and may be opened and held, within 


our City of London, or in any other City or 'Town, or elſewhere, 
within this our Realm of England, with ſuch Prizes, Articles, 
Conditions, and Limitations, as to them, the faid 'Treaſurer and 
Company, in their Diſcretions, ſhall ſeem convenient: 

XVIII. Ax o that it ſhall and may be lawful, to and for the 
ſaid Treaſurer and Company, to elect and chooſe Receivers, 
Auditors, Surveyors, Commiſſioners, or any other Officers what- 
ſoever, at their Will and Pleaſure, for the better marſhilling, 
diſpoſing, guiding, and governing of the ſaid Lottery and Lot- 
teries ; And that it ſhall likewiſe be lawful, to and for the ſaid 
Treaſurer and any two of the ſaid Council, to miniſter to all and 
every ſuch Perſon, ſo elected and choſen for Officers, as afore- 
ſaid, one or more Oaths, for their good Behiv:our, juſt and true 
Dealing, in and about the ſaid Lottery or Lotteries, to the In- 
tent and Purpoſe, that none of our loving Subjects, putting in 
their Names, or otherwiſe adventuring in the ſaid general Lot» 
tery or Lotteries, may be, in any wiſe, defrauded and deceived 
of their ſaid Monies, or eyil-and indirectly dealt withal in their 
ſaid Adventures. 5 


XIX. Ap we further GxAxNr, in Manner and Form afore- 


ſaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful, to and for the ſaid Trea- 
ſurer and Company, under the Seal of our ſaid Council for the 
Plantation, to publiſh, or to cauſe and procure to be publiſhed, 
by Proclamation or otherwiſe (the ſaid Proclamation to be made 
in their Name, by Virtue of theſe Preſents) the ſaid Lottery or 
Lotteries, in all Cities, Towns, Burroughs, and 
other Places, within our ſaid Realm of England; And we Will 
and Command all 4 Mayors, Juſtices of Peace, Sherifs, Bailiffs, 
Conſtables, and other Officers and loving Subjects, whatſoever, 
that, in no wiſe, they hinder or delay the Progreſs and Proceed- 
ings of the ſaid Lottery or Lotteries, but be therein, touching 
the Premiſes, aiding and afliſting, by all honeſt, good, and law- 


ful Means and Endeavours. 


XX. And further, our Will and Pleaſure is, that in all Que- 
ſions and Doubts, that ſhall ariſe, upon any Difficulty + of Con- 
ſtruction or Interpretation of any thing, contained in theſe, or 
any other our former Letters Patents, the ſame ſhall be taken 
and interpreted, in moſt ample and beneficial Manner for the ſaid 
Treaſurer and Company, and their Succeſſors, and every Mem- 
ber thereof. 

XXI. Ann laſtly, we do, by theſe Preſents, raTiry AND 
CONFIRM unto the ſaid Treaſurer and Company, and their Suc- 
ceſſors, for ever, all and all Manner of Privileges, Franchiſes, 
Liberties, Immunities, Preheminences, Profits, and Commadi- 
ties, whatſoever, granted unto them in any our former Lettery 
Patents, and not in theſe Preſents revoked, altered, changed, or 
abridged. ALTHoucn expreſs Mention of the true Yearly Va- 
Jue or Certainty of the Premiſes, or any of them, or of any 
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other Gift or Grant, by Us or any of our Progenitors or Prede- 
ceſſors, to the aforeſaid Treaſurer and Company heretofore made, 
in theſe Preſents is not made Or any Statute, Act, Ordinance, 
Proviſion, Proclamation, or Reſtraint, to the contrary thereof 
heretofore made, ordained, or provided, or ary other Matter, 
Cauſe, or thing, whatſoever, to the contrary, in any wiſe, not- 
withſtanding. i | : 

In WiTxEss whereof we have cauſed theſe our Letters to 
be made Patents. Witneſs Ourſelf, at Veſtminſter, the twelfth 
Day of March, in the ninth Year of our Reign of England, 
France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the five and fortieth. 


— 


Ne. IV. 


An Ordinance and Conſtitution of the Treaſurer, Council, and 
Company in England, for a Council of State and General 


Aſſembly. Dated July 24, 1621. | 

I. 8 1 O all People, to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, be 

ſeen, or heard, The Treaſurer, Council, and Com- 
pany of Adventurers and Planters ſor the City of London for the 
firſt Colony of Virginia, ſend Greeting. Know YE, that we, 
the ſaid Treaſurer, Council, and Company, taking into our care- 
ful Conſideration the preſent State of the ſaid Colony of Virgi- 
nia, and intending, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, to ſettle ſuch a 
Form of Government there, as may be to the greateſt Benefit 
and Comfort of the People, and whereby all Injuſtice, Grie- 
vances, and Oppreſſion may be prevented and kept off as much 
as poſſible from the ſaid Colony, have thought fit to make our 
Entrance, by ordering and eſtabliſhing ſuch Supreme Councils, as 
may not only be aſſiſting to the Governor for the time being, in 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and the Executing of other Du- 
ties to this Office belonging, but alſo, by their vigilant Care 
and Prudence, may provide, as well for a Remedy of all Incon- 
veniences, growing from time to time, as alſo for advancing of 
Increaſe, Strength, Stability, and Proſperity of the ſaid Colony : 

II. WE therefore, the ſaid Treaſurer, Council, and Compa- 
ny, * by Authority directed to us from his Majeſty under the 
Great Seal, upon mature Deliberation, do hereby order and 
declare, that, 4 hence ſorward, there ſhall be Two sUPREME 
Counci1s in Virginia, for the better Government of the ſaid 
Colony aforeſaid. 

III. THe one of which Councils, to be called TE Covun- 
C11 OF STATE (and whoſe Office ſhall chiefly be aſſiſting, with 
their Care, Advice, and Circumſpection, to the ſaid Governor) 
mall be choſen, nominated, placed, and diſplaced, from time to 


— 


* Vide Seck. XIV. and XXIII. of the ſ VIII. 
the third. of the ſecond Charter, and Sect 


time, 


of State and General Aſſembly, Fuly 24, 1621. 
time, by Us, the ſaid Treaſurer, Council, and Company, and 


our Succeſſors: Which Council of State ſhall conſiſt, for the pre- 


ſent, only of theſe Perſons, as are here inſerted, wiz. Sir Francis 
Wyat, I Governor of Virginia, Captain Francis Weſt, Sir George 
Zeardley, Knight, Sir William Neuce, Knight Marſhal of Virginia, 


Mr. George Sandys, Treaſurer, Mr. Gearge + Thorpe, Deputy of 
the College, waptain Thomas Neuce, Deputy for the Company, 


Mr. Pawlet, Mr. Leech, Captain Nathaniel Powel, Mr. Chrifto- 
pher Daviſon, Secretary, Doctor Pets, Phyſician to the Company, 
Mr. Roger Smith, Mr. John Berkeley, Mr. John Rolfe, Mr. Ralph 
Hamer, Mr. John * Pountis, Mr. Michael Lapworth, Mr. Har- 
awo, Mr. Samuel Macock. Which ſaid Counſellors and Council 
we earneſtly pray and defire, and in his Majeſty's Name ſtrictly 
charge and command, that (all Factions, Partialities, and ſiniſter 
Reſpect laid afide) they bend their Care and Endeavours to aſſiſt 
the ſaid Governor; firſt and principally, in the Advancement of 
the Honour and Service of God, and the Enlargement of his 
Kingdom amongſt the Heathen People; and next, in erecting of 


the {aid Colony in due Obedience to his Majeſty, and all lawfut 


Authority from his Majeſty's Directions; and laſtly, in maintain- 
ing the ſaid People in Juſtice and Chriftian Converſation amon 
themſelves, and in Strength and Ability to withſtand» their Ene- 
mies. And this Council, to be always, or for the moſt Part, re- 
ſiding about or near the Governor. 

IV. Tu x other Council, more generally to be called by the 
Governor, once Yearly, and no { oftener, but for || very extra- 
ordinary and important Occaſions, ſhall confilt, ** for the preſent, 
of the ſaid Council of State, and of two Burgeſſes out of every 
Town, Hundred, or other particular Plantation, to be reſpective- 
ly choſen by the Inhabitants : Which Council ſhall be called 
THe GENERAL ASSEMBLY, wherein (as alſo in the ſaid Council 
of State) all Matters ſhall be decided, determined, and ordered, 
by the greater Part of the Voices then preſent ; reſerving to the 
Governor always a Negative Voice. And this General Aſſembly 
ſhall have free Power to treat, conſult, and conclude, as well of all 
emergent Occaſions concerning the Publick Weal of the ſaid Co- 
lony and every Part thereof, as alſo to make, ordain, and ena& 
ſuch general Laws and Orders, for the Behoof of the ſaid Colony, 
and the good Government thereof, as ſhall, from time to time, 
appear neceſſary or requiſite ; 

V. WutREgas in all other Things, we require the ſaid General 
Aſſembly, as alſo the ſaid Council of State, to imitate and follow 


——̃— * 


1 It is to be noted, that the Governor is always inſerted in the old Com- 
miſſions, as a Part, and the Head of the Council of State. 

+ M. S. Thorne ; but as T am perfe ly well acquainted with theſe Names 
and Perſons, by peruſing the an-* « ixccords, I ſhall take the Liberty of cor» 
recting the Errors of the Tranſcriber, 

* M. S. Dcwntus, 

M. S. officer. : 
M. S. very and extraordinary important; which likewiſe makes Senſe, 
taking b Fes adverbially, | 
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the Policy of the Form of Government, Laws, Cuſtoms, and 
Manner of Trial, and other Adminiſtration of Juſtice, uſed in the 
Realm of England, as near as may be, even as ourſelves, by his 
Majeſty's Letters Patent, are required. 

VI. Provipep, that no Law or Ordinance, made in the ſaid 
General Aſſembly, ſhall be or continue in Force or Validity, 
unleſs the ſame ſhall be ſolemnly ratified and confirmed, in a 
General Quarter Court of the ſaid * Company here in England, 
and fo ratified, be returned to them under our Seal; It being 
our Intent to afford the like Meaſure alſo unto*the ſaid Colony, 
that after the Government of the ſaid Colony ſhall onre have 
been well framed, and ſettled accordingly, which is to be done 
by Us, as by Authority derived from his Majeſty, and the fame 
ſhall have been ſo by us declared, no Orders of Court after. 
wards ſhall bind the ſaid Colony, unleſs they be ratified in like 
Manner in the General Aſſemblies. In Wirxtss whereof we 
have hereunto ſet our Common Seal, the 24th of Tuly 1621, 
and in the Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord, FAMES, 
King of England &c. the and of Scotland the. 


MI. 8. Court, | 
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